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GOP may keep weaker Senate filibuster rule 

By Alan Fram 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Poised to take over the Senate next month, Republicans may well 
keep weaker filibuster rules that they angrily denounced Democrats for muscling through the 
chamber a year ago. 

GOP senators remain divided on the issue, and it is uncertain what will happen when they 
discuss it Tuesday behind closed doors. But several Republicans said they think they will 
stick with the Democratic-imposed old threshold that a simple majority of votes can end 
filibusters against most nominations, instead of reviving the tougher 60-vote standard that 
lasted four decades before it was scuttled last November. 

"My guess is even people who might have been inclined to go back are being persuaded 
more all the time that that's not practical," said Sen. John Thune of South Dakota, a member 
of the GOP Senate leadership. 

Retaining the weaker standard would likely have scant impact on President Barack Obama's 
nominees in his final two years in office. Republicans controlling the Senate could simply 
choose to not hold votes on nominations they oppose and would not need filibusters, or 
procedural delays, to derail them. 

Landrieu can't settle on message in Senate runoff 

By Melinda Deslatte 
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BATON ROUGE, La. (AP)- Seniority and clout. The Keystone XL pipeline. Her 
opponent's timesheets. And a slap at national Democrats who abandoned her bid for 
reelection. 

Trying to gain traction with Louisiana's voters ahead of Saturday's mnoff election, 
Democratic Sen. Mary Landrieu has hopscotched through messages and blame for what's 
now her underdog status. Rep. Bill Cassidy, Landrieu's Republican opponent, meanwhile, 
appears set for success on Saturday by hammering Landrieu on just one theme: her ties to 
President Barack Obama. 

"It's been very difficult because (Republicans) have been successful in a number of states by 
saying, 'Obama bad, therefore vote against your own senator.' And that's what they've said 
here," said Democratic former Louisiana Sen. John Breaux. "That shouldn't be the issue in 
the race. It should be whether or not Mary's done a good job for the state. I think she's done 
incredible things for the state." 

But Landrieu has not stuck solely to that idea, throwing an assortment of messages at 
Louisiana voters as she tries to hang onto the last statewide Democratic-held seat in the Deep 
South. Sens. Mark Pryor of Arkansas and Kay Hagan of North Carolina went down in defeat 
Nov. 4 after being pummeled by similar Republican-driven, anti-Obama strategies. 

Gasoline prices below \$2 a gallon in Texas, 
Oklahoma 

By Ken Miller 

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP)- Gas has dropped below \$2 a gallon at a handful of stations in 
Oklahoma and Texas this week, a level that a price-watching group said Friday was the 
lowest in the nation and a bargain that's proven irresistible to some long lines of drivers 
coming from miles away to fill up. 

A station in Oklahoma City started the trend earlier this week at a new location as a way to 
thank residents who put up with constmction. Two nearby stations followed suit, becoming 
what Patrick DeHaan with GasBuddy.com said early Friday were the only ones in the United 
States with sub-\$2 gas. A San Antonio, Texas, station also later dropped its price. 

"When I first saw it, I thought it was a misprint," said Marcus Hendricks, a student who lives 
in south Oklahoma City, at the OnCue Express in southeast Oklahoma City, where the price 
was \$1.99 per gallon for gas with a 10 percent blend of ethanol. "There were so many cars it 
looked they were giving something away for free. They practically are." 

The nationwide average for a gallon of gas was \$2.71 Friday, nearly \$1 below this year's 
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driven by falling global oil prices as supplies are high. Benchmark U.S. crude oil fell 68 
cents to \$66.11 a barrel in New York on Friday, after hitting \$107 in June. 

US trade deficit drops to \$43.48, oil imports down 

By Martin Crutsinger 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The U.S. trade deficit fell slightly in October as exports rebounded 
while oil imports dipped to the lowest level in five years. 

The deficit edged down 0.4 percent to \$43.4 billion, a drop from a revised \$43.6 billion in 
September, the Commerce Department reported Friday. 

Exports climbed 1.2 percent to \$197.5 billion, recovering after a September dip. Imports 
were up as well, rising 0.9 percent to \$241 billion but that increase was tempered by a 0.6 
percent fall in imports of petroleum, which dropped to the lowest level since November 
2009. The average price of a barrel of oil dipped to \$88.47, the lowest point since February 
2011. 

Through October, the deficit is running 4.8 percent below the same period in 2013. A lower 
deficit provides a boost to economic growth. 
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Water woes among topics for 8 governors in Vegas 

By Ken Ritter 

LAS VEGAS (AP)- Facing dwindling water supplies, Western states are struggling to 
capture every drop with dam and diversion projects that some think could erode regional 
cooperation crucial to managing the scarce resource. 

Against that backdrop, eight Western governors meeting in Las Vegas this weekend will 
address regional water issues, and water managers from seven states arrive next week to 
work on ways to ensure 40 million people in the parched Colorado River basin don't go 
thirsty. 

Gary Wockner, a conservationist with the Denver-based advocacy group Save the Colorado, 
said there's already jostling amid the fear of empty buckets. "Everyone is trying to get the last 
legal drop ofwater," he said. 

Colorado River Water Users Association representatives deny there's discord at their table. 

"Fifteen years of drought has tightened everything. But I don't see this as people are getting 
ready to fight," said Jeff Kightlinger, general manager of the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California. That agency is dealing with a double-whammy -drought on the 
Colorado River and in the Sierra Nevada and Northern California. 

NRC: 6 workers inhaled uranium at Wyoming mine 

By Mead Gruver 

CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP)- Six workers at a Wyoming uranium mine inhaled the 
radioactive element while cleaning up a spill inside a processing building just days before the 
mine delivered its first shipment last year, according to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

The workers' urine tested positive for uranium at close to seven times the federal agency's 
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permissible level, the federal agency alleges in a Nov. 14 violation notice against Lost Creek 
LLC ISR, a subsidiary of Littleton, Colorado-based Ur-Energy. 

The spill happened Nov. 28, 2013, at the Lost Creek in-situ uranium mine in south-central 
Wyoming. In-situ mining involves pumping fluids underground to release uranium into a 
solution that is pumped to the surface. No shafts or tunnels are dug. 

Some 1,500 pounds of yellowcake, a precursor of enriched uranium, surged onto the floor of 
a processing building while a worker was filling a 55-gallon drum with the dry, powdery 
substance, according to the notice. 

UN: climate change costs to poor underestimated 

By Karl Ritter 

LIMA, Peru (AP)- The cost to poor countries of adjusting to ever-hotter temperatures will 
be two or even three times higher than previously thought, the U.N.'s environment agency 
said Friday- and that assumes a best-case scenario in which greenhouse gas emissions are 
dramatically reduced. 

"If you don't cut emissions, we're just going to have to ask for more money because the 
damage is going to be worse," Ronald Jumeau of the Seychelles said at U.N. climate talks. 

The report was bound to sharpen disputes in Lima over who pays the bills for the impacts of 
global warming, whose primary cause is the burning of coal, oil and gas but which also 
includes deforestation. It has long been the thorniest issue at the U.N. negotiations, now in 
their 20th round. 

Rich countries have pledged to help the developing world convert to clean energy and adapt 
to shifts in global weather that are already adversely affecting crops, human health and 
economies. But poor countries say they're not seeing enough cash. 

Turk, Greek PMs stress importance of better ties 

By Elena Becatoros 

ATHENS, Greece (AP)- Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu on Friday stressed the 
importance of improving ties with neighboring Greece and taking steps to tum the Aegean 
Sea between them into a "sea of peace," as he began a two-day visit to Athens. 

Davutoglu was heading a large delegation of businessmen and nine ministers, including those 
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of foreign affairs, economy, energy, interior and customs. The visit will include a joint 
Cabinet meeting - a system begun several years ago as a means of improving the often testy 
ties between the two neighbors. 

Speaking just before leaving Istanbul, Davutoglu said the two sides would discuss "steps that 
we can take in the eastern Mediterranean, in the Middle East- and as two neighboring 
countries we shall discuss steps that we can take to tum the Aegean into a sea of peace." 

Greece and Turkey have historically had strained ties, and continue to be at odds over several 
disputes, including territorial issues in the Aegean Sea and the Mediterranean island of 
Cyprus. 

Tension increased recently over oil and gas exploration rights off Cyprus, divided since 197 4 
into a Turkish-occupied north and a Greek Cypriot south. 

US officials list Iran's concessions in nuke talks 

By Bradley Klapper and Matthew Lee 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The Obama administration is telling members of Congress it has 
won significant concessions from Iran for extending nuclear talks, including promises by the 
Islamic republic to allow snap inspections of its facilities and to neutralize much of its 
remaining uranium stockpile. 

Those terms are included in a document that U.S. officials say represents the terms for a 
seven-month extension in nuclear negotiations between world powers and Iran, agreed to 
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when the last deadline of Nov. 24 passed without an accord. A copy was obtained by The 
Associated Press. 

The authenticity of the document was confirmed by three U.S. officials and congressional 
aides familiar with closed-doors discussions in recent days that have included top U.S. 
nuclear negotiator Wendy Sherman and Jake Sullivan, formerly Vice President Joe Biden's 
national security adviser. The officials have been presenting the Iranian concessions to 
lawmakers in the hopes of convincing them to support the extension and hold off on new 
economic sanctions that could derail the diplomatic effort. 

There is no proof Tehran has agreed to or will follow through on the steps outlined, and 
negotiators representing world powers and Iran offered few specifics on their progress when 
they agreed to extend negotiations until July. No signed agreement emerged from that 
understanding, but administration officials say Iran accepted important limits on its nuclear 
program in the discussions last month. The officials weren't authorized to speak publicly on 
the sensitive negotiations and insisted on anonymity. 

OPEC squares off against U.S. producers in oil duel 

Click here to read the brief 

Oil at five-year low 

A strong dollar and continuing oversupply kept oil prices down Friday. U.S. benchmark 
crude settled at a five-year low on the Nymex, dropping 97 cents to \$65.84 a barrel, while in 
London Brent fell 57 cents to \$69.07, Reuters reports. 

Low oil prices could trigger mergers: Analysts 

The oilfield services sector has already seen recent merger activity, but that could extend to 
major oil companies, too, as they feel the impact of the drop in crude prices, analysts told 
The Wall Street Journal, noting that rumors Royal Dutch Shell would make a bid for BP sent 
the British firm's shares higher in midweek. 

000271 PST Deliverable00000794 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Falling oil prices should heat up exports debate 

The drop in oil prices should push the U.S. to seek "additional markets for our product," 
American Petroleum Institute chief Jack Gerard told reporters on a conference call Friday, a 
reference, according to The Hill, to opening further debate on lifting the ban on crude 
exports. 

Condensate exports key to reviving Kinder Morgan western pipeline 

Kinder Morgan is looking to revive plans for the \$2 billion Freedom Pipeline Oil Project 
that would bring crude to West Coast refineries, assuming it can then export condensate 
produced there to Asia, FuelFix reports, citing information from Genscape. 

Phillips 66 to focus on midstream as it spends more in 2015 

The \$4.6 billion in capital budget outlay for Phillips 66 next year-- an increase of\$700 
million, or 17 percent compared to 2014 --will mostly pay for midstream projects including 
pipelines, rail infrastructure and natural gas processing, FuelFix reports. 

FERC needs formal role in EPA's emissions rule for power plants: 
Clark 

Tony Clark, a Republican member of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, told E&E 
in an interview that the body needs a formal role in putting the Environmental Protection 
Agency's so-called Clean Power Plan into effect, and the details could be worked out in a 
technical conference with state and EPA officials. 

Miners, ranchers, Nevada officials sue over sage grouse 

A suit filed late Thursday by mining and ranching groups alongside Nevada counties charges 
that legal settlements the Obama administration reached with environmentalists three years 
ago are illegally forcing the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to make a decision on whether 
the greater sage grouse is an endangered species, E&E reports. 

Fund raising for NextGen fell short of Steyer's goal 

NextGen Climate raised \$67.7 million in 2014, short of the \$100 million goal founder Tom 
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Steyer set earlier in the year, but records filed with the Federal Election Commission 
Thursday show one late donor was ex-media mogul Ted Turner, The Hill reports. 

VW picks up battery stake, to get boost over Tesla 

Startup QuantumScape Corp. --believed to be working on solid-state battery technology -
has caught the attention of Volkswagen AG, which has bought a stake in the company, 
people familiar with the deal have told Bloomberg, which reports that the German automaker 
is likely trying to get a competitive edge over Tesla. 

Upcoming Events 
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Hotter, weirder: How climate has changed Earth 

By Seth Borenstein 

WASHINGTON (AP)- In the more than two decades since world leaders first got together 
to try to solve global warming, life on Earth has changed, not just the climate. It's gotten 
hotter, more polluted with heat-trapping gases, more crowded and just downright wilder. 

The numbers are stark. Carbon dioxide emissions: up 60 percent. Global temperature: up six
tenths of a degree. Population: up 1. 7 billion people. Sea level: up 3 inches. U.S. extreme 
weather: up 30 percent. Ice sheets in Greenland and Antarctica: down 4.9 trillion tons of ice. 

"Simply put, we are rapidly remaking the planet and beginning to suffer the consequences," 
says Michael Oppenheimer, professor of geosciences and international affairs at Princeton 
University. 

Diplomats from more than 190 nations opened talks Monday at a United Nations global 
warming conference in Lima, Peru, to pave the way for an international treaty they hope to 
forge next year. 

To see how much the globe has changed since the first such international conference- the 
Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992- The Associated Press scoured databases from 
around the world. The analysis, which looked at data since 1983, concentrated on 10-year 
intervals ending in 1992 and 2013. This is because scientists say single years can be 
misleading and longer trends are more telling. 

Landrieu, Cassidy get testy in final Senate debate 
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BATON ROUGE, La. (AP)- Embattled Democratic Sen. Mary Landrieu largely dumped 
her message of seniority and clout Monday in favor of direct attacks against Republican 
challenger Bill Cassidy, as she sought to use the last Senate race debate to overcome her long 
odds to winning a fourth term. 

Landrieu accused the GOP congressman of bilking taxpayers in his medical teaching work at 
the LSU hospital system, suggesting Cassidy collected a \$20,000, taxpayer-funded annual 
salary for little or no work. 

"If he gets elected, which I doubt, he will be fighting subpoenas, because this is going to be 
under investigation," she said. 

Cassidy, a liver specialist, said he did nothing wrong and shot back with renewed criticism 
for Landrieu's improper billing of charter flights to taxpayers when she was attending 
campaign events, \$43,000 in charter costs that have been reimbursed by Landrieu's 
campatgn. 

Fierce environmentalist Martin Litton dies at 97 

By The Associated Press 

PORTOLA VALLEY, Calif. (AP)- Martin Litton, a bold whitewater navigator and even 
bolder advocate for preserving the wildlands of the American West, has died at age 97. 

Litton had been in hospice care and died at his home in Portola Valley on Sunday, said 
Alison Sheehey, programs director at Sequoia ForestKeeper, where Litton was president. 

Litton was "active in protecting the environment until just a few days ago," Sheehey said in 
an email to The Associated Press. 

Litton fought his way to the center of some of the biggest environmental battles of the last 
century, fiercely opposing the damming of the Colorado River in the Grand Canyon- a 
fight he would win - and the building of the Diablo Canyon nuclear plant on the California 
coast- a fight his side would bitterly lose. 

Iraqi and Kurdish governments agree to oil deal 

By Vivian Salama 

BAGHDAD ~AP1- The Iragi federalBovemment and the Kurdish reBionalBovemment in 
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northern Iraq have reached an agreement Thursday over longstanding oil and budget disputes 
that for months have created a rift. 

The agreement stipulates that the semi-autonomous Kurdish government will send a total of 
550,000 barrels of oil per day to the Iraqi oil ministry, half of which will come from disputed 
Kirkuk oil fields, according to Iraqi Finance Minister Hoshyar Zebari. In exchange, the 
Kurds will receive their 17 -percent share of the national budget allocated to their region, plus 
installments of as much as \$1 billion to boost the capabilities of Kurdish peshmerga fighters 
battling the Islamic State militant group. 

"This deal is a win-win deal for both sides," Zebari, a Kurd, told The Associated Press. "The 
(Kurdish government) needed more stability in its relations with Baghdad and the Iraqi 
(central) government is going through very serious financial difficulties because of the drop 
in oil prices, and because of.. .spending that has been taking place, so really we are struggling 
to increase oil production." 

Earlier this year, Baghdad cut the 17 percent of the state budget that is supposed to go to the 
Kurdish region- which in 2013 totaled about \$12 billion, according to Zebari. The central 
government withheld the funds after the Kurds began transporting oil from fields inside the 
autonomous zone to Turkey against Baghdad's wishes. The Kurdish government says it needs 
that money to meet its growing security demands, particularly amid the current fight against 
the Islamic State group, and to pay public-sector employees and fund much-needed 
infrastructure development. 

Russia warns of recession next year 

By Nataliya Vasilyeva 

MOSCOW (AP)- The Russian government has for the first time acknowledged that the 
country will fall into recession next year, battered by the combination of Western sanctions 
and a plunge in the price of its oil exports. 

The economic development ministry on Tuesday revised its GDP forecast for 2015 from 
growth of 1.2 percent to a drop of 0.8 percent. Disposable income is expected to decline by 
2.8 percent against the previously expected 0.4 percent growth. 

Russia's economy has been damaged by low oil prices, a key export and the backbone of the 
state budget, as well as Western sanctions over its role in eastern Ukraine. The sanctions are 
hurting Russian banks and investment sentiment is down. The national currency, the ruble, 
has dropped by more than 40 percent this year, raising concerns of a spike in inflation that 
can hurt spending. 

The release of the forecast on afternoon reversed a modest in the Russian 
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market, bringing the ruble 2 percent lower against the dollar, to 52.30 per dollar. 

China's carbon goal a tough sell in coal country 

TANG COUNTY, China (AP)- The black slabs of coal came in by the truckload through 
this dusty valley in northern China, slated to power cement and steel plants, heat the houses 
of poor farmers and even grill skewers of lamb and beef. 

Just a few dozen miles from the capital of Beijing, in Hebei province, coal use has long been 
a way of life here, with countless house-sized mounds of it dotting the forest floor. Yet the 
soot-covered residents of Tang County said they see change coming as Chinese leaders 
pledge to cut back on the kind of rampant coal use that has made this country the world's 
biggest emitter of greenhouse gases. 
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Already, Beijing and other Chinese cities have been phasing out coal burning in an attempt to 
rein in clouds of toxic smog. With much of Beijing's pollution originating from surrounding 
provinces, Zhao Wei, who works at a coal distributor in Tang County, said it is only a matter 
of time before those same coal controls hit families here who depend on what remains the 
cheapest form of heat and energy available. 

"If we don't bum coal, what are we going to do?" Zhao asked as his neighbors shoveled coal 
into grinders and burlap bags. "How will we stay warm in the winter? This will only affect 
the common people." 

Sheer volume of comment on EPA carbon rule to have impact 

Comment on the Environmental Protection Agency's mle to limit carbon emissions from 
existing power plants ranged from technical tomes from power companies to mass mailings 
encouraged by advocacy groups to hand-written notes, the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reports. 

Murkowski: Key energy player in new Congress 

Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska -- a supporter of the Keystone XL pipeline and a lifting of 
the ban on cmde exports-- will play a major role in handling energy issues in the next 
Congress, not only becoming chair of the Energy and Natural Resources Committee but also 
heading the Appropriations panel's Interior-Environment Subcommittee, Roll Call reports. 

Oil roller coaster falling again on Iraqi deal with Kurds 

Iraq's agreement with the Kurds over cmde exports sent oil prices sliding again early 
Tuesday, following their jump on Monday. West Texas Intermediate cmde for January 
delivery slumped \$1.01 to \$67.99 a barrel in electronic trading on the Nymex, while in 
London Brent fell 86 cents to \$71.68, Bloomberg reports. 

Consumers winners, producers losers as oil prices fall 

Over the short term, American consumers and the troubled European and Japanese 
economies are benefiting from the dramatic drop in oil prices, The Washington Post reports. 

Shale drilling resilient despite low prices: Citibank 

Some U.S. shale drilling could remain profitable even if cmde prices fall as low as \$40 a 
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barrel, according to a Citibank analysis, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

U.S. may cut oil production since OPEC won't 

As projected growth in demand for crude has slowed to a trickle and OPEC has thus far 
refused to cut its production targets, "U.S. shale projects are all on the proverbial chopping 
block," according to Raymond James, a company providing financial analysis, FuelFix 
reports. 

Operators confident, but winter could still pose power challenge in 
Northeast 

Having made changes after last winter's bitter cold, grid operators like PJM Interconnection 
say they are confident they have enough resources for electricity generation this season, 
although a forecast in the Northeast for frigid temperatures in late January and early February 
could pose a challenge, E&E reports. 

Power firms court customers with energy management 

Software to help electricity customers monitor their useage, which could help them save 
money, has become a competition tool for companies in Texas, The Dallas Morning News 
reports. 

House measure pushes EMP planning, defense 

The Department of Homeland security would be directed to deal with the threat posed by 
electromagnetic pulse events -which could be unleashed by a solar storm or a nuclear attack, 
knocking out power and communication systems -under approved by a voice 
vote in the House Monday, The Hill reports. 

Analysts suggest west-facing solar panels 

Most rooftop solar panels on homes are mounted facing south, but although they generate 
more power that way, west-facing solar panels create electricity at the hours it is needed 
most, according to an Opower data from 110,000 homes in California, The New 
York Times reports. 
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Danger zone work brings financial rewards 

Oil and gas companies offer sizeable financial incentives -- in generous salaries as well as 
hazard and bonus pay -- for employees working in dangerous parts of the world, FuelFix 
reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Dec. 2, Washington: Senate Environment and Public Works Committee hearing 
on Super Pollutants Act of2014. Expert witnesses. 2:15pm, Dirksen 406. 

o Dec. 2, Washington: Senate Environment and Public Works Committee business 
meeting to vote on pending nominations, including NRC member Jeffery Baran to fill 
term of Allison Macfarlane. 11:30 am , Dirksen 406. 

o Dec. 2, Washington: Association for Demand Response & Smart Grid hosts National 
Summit on Smart Grid & Climate Change. Through Wednesday. Tuesday speakers 
include FERC Chairman Cheryl LaFleur. Wednesday speakers include White House 
counselor John Podesta. 8:30 am , Reagan Center. 
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House nearing vote on 1-year package of tax breaks 

By Stephen Ohlemacher 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Struggling to reach a long-term agreement, House Republicans are 
weighing a one-year extension of temporary tax breaks affecting millions of businesses and 
individuals. 

Most of the more than 50 tax breaks expired at the end of2013, so the extension would only 
run through the end of the month. However, it would allow taxpayers to claim the tax breaks 
when they file their 2014 tax returns. 

The tax breaks benefit big corporations and small businesses, as well as commuters, teachers 
and people who live in states without a state income tax. In all, they affect about one in six 
taxpayers, according to The Tax Institute, the independent research ann at tax giant H&R 
Block. 

Senate Democrats and House Republicans were negotiating to make some of the tax breaks 
permanent. But talks faltered last week after the White House threatened to veto an emerging 
package, saying it too heavily favored big corporations over families. 

Negotiations are continuing. But with the House scheduled to adjourn for the year next week, 
House Republicans are preparing to vote on the short-term measure, said a House GOP aide 
who spoke on condition of anonymity. 
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NTSB points to battery defect in Boeing 787 fire 

By Joan Lowy 

WASHINGTON (AP)- A short circuit likely due to a manufacturing defect in a Boeing 
787 airliner battery caused a fire last year that grounded the planes for more than three 
months, federal accident investigators said Monday. 

They also faulted the plane's maker and the Federal Aviation Administration for designing 
and approving a battery that didn't protect against such a failure. 

An inspection of the GS Yuasa manufacturing plant in Japan where the battery was made 
found that flaws and debris in lithium-ion aircraft batteries were going undetected, according 
to the National Transportation Safety Board report. Investigators were able to rule out other 
possible causes of the short circuit such as overcharging, external heat, or improper 
installation, the report said. 

Boeing failed to anticipate, when testing the battery's design, that a short circuit in one of its 
eight cells might lead to uncontrolled overheating known as thermal runaway, which would 
spread to the other cells and cause them to vent smoke-like vapors and catch fire, the report 
said. The Federal Aviation Administration was faulted for not catching the design deficiency 
when it approved the batteries for inclusion in the plane. 

Early voting data looks troublesome for Landrieu 

By Melinda Deslatte 

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP)- As Democratic Sen. Mary Landrieu readies for the only 
debate she'll get against Republican front-runner Bill Cassidy, early voting data shows she 
faces long odds for her re-election to a fourth term. 

About 24,000 fewer people cast ballots early for Saturday's nmoff election than in advance 
of the Nov. 4 primary. And there were more white and Republican voters than there were last 
month, when Landrieu ended up with 42 percent support. 

The two candidates face off Monday night in the only debate of the nmoff, which is to be 
televised around the state. Landrieu sought more debates, but Cassidy agreed to just one, as 
he holds the lead in the race and seeks to avoid any possible missteps in an unscripted event. 
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Landrieu is the last Democratic statewide elected official standing in a state trending more 
Republican each election cycle. National Democrats have largely abandoned her in campaign 
advertising, leaving her to fend for herself while national Republican and conservative 
organizations continue to slam her and support Cassidy on the airwaves. 

Berkshire Hathaway unit purchases Altalink 

By The Associated Press 

OMAHA, Neb. (AP)- Berkshire Hathaway Inc.'s utility division has completed its 
purchase of Canadian power transmission provider AltaLink for 3.1 billion Canadian dollars 
(about \$2.7 billion). 

The companies announced Monday the deal was complete. Canadian regulators approved the 
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deal last week. 

AltaLink will keep its name and continue to mn as a separate company under Berkshire 
Hathaway Energy. Its headquarters will remain in Calgary. 

Warren Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway Energy owns and operates transmission and 
distribution lines in the U.S. The Des Moines, Iowa, company also owns or contracts more 
than 28,000 megawatts of electricity generation. 

Putin says Russia will scrap South Stream pipeline 

By Suzan Fraser and Vladimir lsachenkov 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP)- Russia is scrapping the South Stream natural gas pipeline project 
and may cooperate with Turkey instead on building a gas hub for southern Europe, President 
Vladimir Putin said Monday. 

Putin pointed at the European Union's refusal to give the go-ahead for the multibillion 
project, saying that has left Moscow no other options. The project would have involved 
mnning a pipeline under the Black Sea to Bulgaria and further on to southern Europe. 

However, Moscow will boost gas supplies to Turkey across the existing pipeline and later 
could build a new link and eventually work with Turkey on creating a hub for natural gas 
supplies on the border with Greece, he said. 

The announcement came at a time when Russia-West ties are at their lowest point since the 
Cold War over Ukraine. The United States and the European Union have slapped economic 
sanctions on Russia over its annexation of Ukraine's Black Sea peninsula of Crimea and 
support for a pro-Russian insurgency in eastern Ukraine. 

Climate change impacts heat up UN talks in Lima 

By Karl Ritter and Frank Bajak 

LIMA, Pem (AP)- With this year on track to become the warmest on record, more than 
190 nations began talks Monday on new limits for the greenhouse gases that are causing 
billions of dollars in damage and making life harder to sustain around the world. 

New targets for limiting gas emissions blamed on fossil fuels were announced ahead of this 
conference by the U.S., the European Union and China, the first Asian nation to make such a 
pledge. This has injected optimism into negotiations that are supposed to climax in Paris next 
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year with the adoption of a long-awaited climate pact. 

But India, Russia, Japan and Australia have yet to commit to new limits; and scientists say 
much sharper emissions cuts are needed in coming decades to keep global warming within 2 
degrees C (3.6 F) of pre-industrial times, the overall goal of the U.N. talks. Global 
temperatures have already risen about 0.8 degrees C (1.3 F), and more heat-trapping gases 
are emitted every year. 

Every degree of warming can cause long-lasting impacts, from melting ice caps and rising 
sea levels to the loss of species. 

South African conservationist lan Player dies 

By Christopher Torchia 

JOHANNESBURG (AP)- South African conservationist Ian Player, the brother of golfer 
Gary Player and a key figure in building the region's rhino population from a perilously small 
number half a century ago, has died. 

The 87-year-old conservationist was surrounded by family when he died Sunday at his home 
"after a short illness," said the Wilderness Foundation, a conservation group that he founded. 

Rhinos, which are under severe threat from poachers today, also faced a crisis in the 1960s 
when Player led an operation to move some from a wildlife sanctuary and build populations 
in other reserves, including Kruger National Parle 

"Without his work, you can imagine that we would have lost all our rhinos," said Fundisile 
Mketeni, the newly appointed chief executive officer of South Africa's national parks. 

AFPM notice to EPA over missed 2015 RFS deadline 

Counsel for the American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers has sent a =='-··
Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy, threatening to sue EPA 
over the Nov. 30 deadline it has missed to file the 2015 Renewable Fuel Standard, The Hill 
reports. 

KiOR bankruptcy is defeat for Khosla 

The bankruptcy ofbiofuels operator KiOR last month, which left more than 2,000 creditors 
out of pocket including the state of Mississippi, was also a costly failure for billionaire Vinod 
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Khosla, The Washington Post reports. 

Oil recovers from 5-year low 

Oil rebounded after hitting 5-year lows in intraday trading Monday, on fears that reduced 
prices could dent the U.S. shale boom, aided by a weaker dollar. U.S. benchmark crude 
ended its Nymex session \$2.85 higher, to \$69 a barrel, while in London Brent gained \$2.39 
to \$72.54, Reuters reports. 

Drilling permit drop in Texas in November 

As oil prices plummeted, companies acquired half as many drilling permits in Texas in 
November compared to the month before, according to Drillinginfo, FuelFix reports. 

Low oil prices could trigger bond defaults: Analyst 

Energy companies hold close to a fifth of high-yield bonds, according to a J.P. Morgan 
Chase analyst, and oil prices holding under \$65 a barrel for a substantial length of time 
could see a sizeable number of defaults, he told The Wall Street Journal. 

DOE says industry, infrastructure changes could impact SPR 

The sale of 5 million barrels of crude from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve in March 
demonstrated that changes in infrastructure in the Gulf Coast region as a result of the shale 
boom could pose a challenge for future deliveries, the Department of Energy has told 
Congress, Platts reports. 

CAISO to pay \$6M over 2011 blackout 

The California Independent System Operator will pay \$6 million in penalties for its role in 
the 2011 Southwest blackout, under a settlement announced by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission Friday, Platts reports. 

Texas doing better with power reserves: ERCOT 

Backup reserves for the state's power grid are in better shape through 2018, the Electric 

000271 PST Deliverable00000811 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Reliability Council of Texas said Monday, FuelFix reports. 

Young lawmaker pick to lead energy, environment in Mass. 

State Rep. Matt Beaton, 36 and the choice of Gov.-elect Charlie Baker to be Secretary of the 
Executive Office of Energy and Environment in Massachusetts, has far less experience than 
his predecessors, The Boston Globe reports. 

Clinton walking environmental tightrope 

At one New York fundraiser Monday night, potential presidential candidate Hillary Clinton 
is raising money for Keystone XL pipeline supporter and carbon rule opponent Sen. Mary 
Landrieu, D-La., while later on Clinton is the keynote speaker at the League of Conservation 
Voters annual dinner, National Journal reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Dec. 1, Lima: United Nations holds UNFCCC COP 20/CMP 10 conference, through 
Dec. 12. 10:00 am, Cuartel General del Ejercito. 

o Dec. 2, Washington: Senate Environment and Public Works Committee hearing 
on Super Pollutants Act of2014. Expert witnesses. 2:15pm, Dirksen 406. 
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Unidentified country likely behind spying software 

Thanksgiving holiday publishing schedule for EnergyGuardian 
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Unidentified country likely behind spying software 

By Brandon Bailey 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)- Cyber-security researchers say they've identified a highly 
sophisticated computer hacking program that appears to have been used by an as-yet 
unidentified government to spy on banks, telecommunications companies, official agencies 
and other organizations around the world. 

The malicious software known as "Regin" is designed to collect data from its targets for 
periods of months or years, penetrating deep into computer networks while covering its 
tracks to avoid detection, according to analysts at Symantec, the Silicon Valley security firm 
that disclosed the program's existence in a report this week. 

Citing factors including its complexity and the likelihood it took years to develop, Symantec 
security manager Vikram Thakur said Monday, "we think it could not have come from 
anybody except an extremely well-funded, organized nation state." 

Unlike malware that's been used to hack into retailers' eaxment-erocessing sxstems, the 
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Regin program isn't focused on collecting large volumes of credit card numbers or other 
financial account information, he added. Instead, it's more precisely targeted and can be used 
to collect screenshots, copy deleted files, steal passwords and monitor digital 
communications -including mobile phone calls. 

Egypt looks to import Cypriot natural gas 

By Menelaos Hadjicostis 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP)- Egypt is speeding up talks with neighboring Cyprus to import 
natural gas for its domestic use and for possible re-export to other countries, the Egyptian 
petroleum minister said Tuesday. 

Sherif Ismail said gas can be piped directly to Egypt from the field off Cyprus' southern coast 
that is estimated to hold 3. 6 trillion to 6 trillion cubic feet of the fossil fuel. 

"We can accommodate whatever gas we receive in both local market consumption and 
(liquefied natural gas) exports," Ismail said after talks with Cypriot Energy Minister Giorgos 
Lakkotrypis. 

Ismail said Egypt has a shortfall of about 700 million cubic feet of gas that needs to be met 
through imports. 

Nepal to sign India power deal during Modi's visit 

By Binaj Gurubacharya 
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to build a \$1 billion hydroelectricity plant to boost supplies in the energy-starved Himalayan 
nation and to export power to India. 

The move comes as regional leaders, including Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, are 
arriving in Nepal for a summit of South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation. 

The inking of the deal with Indian company Satluj J al Vidyut Nigam Ltd. to build the 900 
megawatt Arun III hydropower station coincides with a visit by Modi, who has been keen to 
spread India's influence in the Himalayan nation. 

The \$1.04 billion project is expected to begin producing electricity in 2020. More than three 
quarters of its output will be exported to India, said Ghanashyam Ojha, external affairs 
official at the Investment Board Nepal. 

Keystone falls short in the Senate 

Click here to read the brief 

OPEC production cut speculation boosts oil 

Speculation that OPEC will agree to cut production at its meeting this week sent oil prices 
higher early Tuesday, although trading was light as many investors appeared to be waiting 
for an actual decision. West Texas Intermediate crude for January delivery gained 27 cents to 
\$76.05 a barrel in electronic trading on the Nymex, while in London Brent was 43 cents 
higher at \$80.11, Bloomberg reports. 
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McClendon's oil firm to double Permian acreage 

American Energy, led by ex-Chesapeake Energy CEO Aubrey McClendon, is to buy 14,000 
acres in West Texas from Tall City Exploration for \$440 million, a move that would double 
the company's footprint in the Permian Basin, FuelFix reports. 

EMG backing McClendon investments, but with control 

John Raymond's Energy & Minerals group has invested some \$3.2 billion in companies set 
up by former Chesapeake CEO Aubrey McClendon, but retains an unusual level of control 
over decision-making, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Stricter smog standards favored by voters: Poll 

Nearly two-thirds of voters back Environmental Protection Agency moves to more strictly 
regulate air pollution, according to a poll conducted for the American Lung Association by 
Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Research ahead of a Dec. 1 deadline for EPA to propose new 
ozone standards, The Hill reports. 

Greens want tougher efficiency standards in Florida 

Environmentalists and entrepreneurs in the renewable energy sector are pushing Florida's 
Public Service Commission to set tougher efficiency standards when it meets Tuesday to set 
targets through 2019, a move opposed by Florida Power & Light Co., the Sun Sentinel 
reports. 

Minn. gets support in fight against N.D. and coal-fired generation 

Backers of clean and renewable energy, alongside two energy experts, have filed friend-of
the-court briefs in Minnesota's appeal of a judge's rejection of some of its Next Generation 
Energy Act, which restricts the importing of coal-generated power into the state, a law 
challenged by North Dakota as being unconstitutional, the StarTribune reports. 

Michigan: Power restoration taking time after winds 

High winds knocked out power to some 245,000 customers in southeastern Michigan around 
Ypsilanti Monday, and officials from DTE Energy Co. and CMS Energy Corp. told the 
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Associated Press some 95,000 remained without electricity Tuesday morning. 

Flood danger being averted in Buffalo 

Sandbags are protecting property and storm drains appear to be handling the nmoff as a 
potential flood crisis seems to be easing in Buffalo as snow from the city's massive storm 
melts, although forecasters warn the potential for problems remains until Wednesday, The 
Associated Press reports. 

Nestle gets power from discarded chocolate in UK 

At its chocolate factory in Fawdon Nestle is using an anaerobic process to get electricity 
from a 200 kilowatt unit designed by Clearfleau, which runs on chocolate that is out-of-date 
or would otherwise be discarded, National Journal reports. 

India to sell off energy stake 

A chunk of either Coal India or Oil & Natural Gas Corp. will go on the market in early 
December, a finance ministry official told The Wall Street Journal, as India's government 
moves to raise billions of dollars to reduce its deficit by courting private investors. 

Upcoming Events 

• Nov. 25, Washington: American Petroleum Institute holds media teleconference on 
expected Environmental Protection Agency proposal on ground level ozone standards. 
11:00 am , by teleconference. 
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Ex-coal exec in court in mine blast that killed 29 

By The Associated Press 

BECKLEY, W.Va. (AP)- An ex-top executive facing charges in the deadliest U.S. coal 
mine accident in four decades is headed to court. 

Former Massey Energy CEO Don Blankenship is scheduled for a first appearance Thursday 
at 1 p.m. in Beckley, West Virginia. U.S. Magistrate JudgeR. Clarke VanDervort will 
oversee the arraignment hearing. 

Blankenship is accused of conspiring to violate safety and health standards at Upper Big 
Branch Mine. In April2010, an explosion at the Montcoal, West Virginia, mine killed 29 
men. 

The 64-year-old Blankenship faces up to 31 years in prison if convicted. His attorney has 
said he is innocent. 
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Report: Role of 3 big banks in commodities risky 

By Marcy Gordon 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Three big Wall Street banks that have owned commodities such as 
aluminum exposed themselves to risk and in some cases manipulated prices in a way that 
raised costs for consumers, a Senate investigation has found. 

The heavy involvement of Goldman Sachs Group Inc., JPMorgan Chase & Co. and Morgan 
Stanley in the business of storing and moving commodities like oil, aluminum, uranium and 
copper also gives them unfair trading advantages in financial markets, according to a report 
issued Wednesday by the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations. 

Aluminum cans that hold beverages like soda or beer are held up as an example. Goldman 
has used its stockpile of aluminum- in a cluster of warehouses near Detroit- to cause 
delivery delays to create shortages and inflate the metal's price, according to the report. The 
price for beverage makers and ultimately consumers is forced higher, it said. 

Goldman maintains there has been no shortage of aluminum and prices have fallen 
substantially since 2008. In addition, the bank says, more than 75 percent of the aluminum it 
holds in storage doesn't go into "queues" that can back up and delay deliveries. 

Britain pledges \$1.18 to climate fund for poor 

BERLIN (AP)- The British government has pledged 720 million pounds (\$1.13 billion) 
toward a United Nations fund that will help poor countries tackle climate change. 

Britain's Department of Energy and Climate Change said in a statement Thursday that the 
commitment to the Green Climate Fund brings its total to about \$9 billion. 

The biggest donation so far has come from the United States, which last week pledged \$3 
billion. Other major donors include Japan, Germany and France. 

The United Nations is trying to raise at least \$10 billion to help vulnerable developing 
nations adjust to rising seas, warmer temperatures and more extreme weather. 

Utah lawmaker questions city water going to NSA 
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SALT LAKE CITY (AP)- A Utah lawmaker concerned about government spying on its 
citizens is questioning whether city water service should be cut off to a massive National 
Security Agency data storage facility outside Salt Lake City. 

Republican state Rep. Marc Roberts, of Santaquin, said there are serious questions about 
privacy and surveillance surrounding the center, and several Utah residents who spoke at a 
legislative committee hearing Wednesday agreed. 

During the last legislative session, lawmakers opted to hold off on Roberts' bill to shut off the 
facility's water and decided to study it during the interim. 

"This is not a bill just about a data center. This is a bill about civil rights," web developer Joe 
Levi said. "This is a bill that needs to be taken up and needs to be taken seriously." 

Surrogate sushi: Japan biotech for bluefin tuna 

By Elaine Kurtenbach 

TATEYAMA, Japan (AP)- Of all the overfished fish in the seas, luscious, fatty bluefin 
tuna are among the most threatened. Marine scientist Goro Yamazaki, who is known in this 
seaside community as "Young Mr. Fish," is working to ensure the species survives. 

Yamazaki is fine-tuning a technology to use mackerel surrogates to spawn the bluefin, a 
process he hopes will enable fisheries to raise the huge, torpedo-shaped fish more quickly 
and at lower cost than conventional aquaculture. The aim: to relieve pressure on wild fish 
stocks while preserving vital genetic diversity. 

Yamazaki, 48, grew up south of Tokyo in the ancient Buddhist capital of Kamakura, fishing 
and swimming at nearby beaches. His inspiration hit 15 years ago while he was out at sea 
during graduate studies at the Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology, and a 
school ofbluefin tuna streaked by. 

"They swam just under the boat, and they were shining metallic blue. A beautiful animal," 
Yamazaki said. "Before that, tuna was just an ingredient in sushi or sashimi, but that 
experience changed bluefin tuna into a wild animal to me." 

An animal, that like so many other species, is endangered due to soaring consumption and 
aggressive modem harvesting methods that have transformed the bluefin, also known as 
"honmaguro" and "kuromaguro," from a delicacy into a commonly available, if pricey, 
option at any sushi bar. 
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2 endangered elephants found dead in Indonesia 

By The Associated Press 

JAMBI, Indonesia (AP)- Two endangered Sumatran elephants were found dead in western 
Indonesia and authorities believe they were killed by poachers. 

Krismanko Padang, head of nongovernment group of Indonesia Elephant Conservation 
Forum, said carcasses of the two male elephants were discovered early this week near a palm 
oil plantation in the Tebo district of Jambi province on Sumatra island. 

Their skulls were found without tusks, Krismanko said late Wednesday. He added that police 
who are investigating discovered some bullet shells near the scene. He urged the police to 
thoroughly investigate to find the perpetrators or their masterminds. 

He quoted villagers as saying a group of about 30 elephants had been wandering around the 
region in recent weeks. 

Keystone heads to Senate and possible veto showdown 

Click here to read the brief 

Unprofitable shale patches grow at \$75: Bloomberg 

Bloomberg New Energy Finance has calculated that drilling in 19 U.S. shale regions
including the Eagle Ford Shale in Texas-- won't be profitable if the price of crude oil 
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remains at or below \$75 a barrel. 

Oil falls on Europe data, U.S. supplies 

A drop in the purchasing managers index for the euro area, combined with a report of an 
increase in U.S. crude stockpiles last week sent oil prices lower early Thursday. West Texas 
Intermediate crude for December delivery fell 26 cents to \$74.32 a barrel in electronic 
trading on the Nymex, while in London January Brent was down 39 cents to \$77.71, 
Bloomberg reports. 

PJM says November demand record down to cold 

PJM Interconnection has reported a new record demand level for November-- 121,987 
megawatts - reached Tuesday evening, which the eastern regional grid operator attributes to 
the current spell of cold weather and which also sent prices soaring above \$100 per 
megawatt-hour in two areas, Platts reports. 

Ethanol production up, stocks down: EIA 

Ethanol production in the U.S. rose to a five-month high of970,000 barrels a day, an 
increase of24,000 barrels a day, in the week ending Nov. 14, according to Energy 
Information Administration statistics, Platts reported, adding that there was also an increase 
in prices and margins. 

India's Praj Industries focuses on bioethanol 

The New York Times interviews Pramod Chaudhari, founder of Praj Industries, which has 
grown over the past three decades into a firm specializing in bioethanol as well as 
biochemical technologies and waste water. 

Enviros use Keystone vote to raise money 

The Sierra Club, the League of Conservation voters and Tom Steyer's NextGen Climate have 
all lobbied supporters for donations following the Senate's narrow vote to defeat a measure 
backing the Keystone XL pipeline, Bloomberg reports. 
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INEOS to spend \$1 B on shale gas in UK 

INEOS- a chemical company that is building Europe's largest shale gas import facility in 
Britain- also plans to drill for gas locally, spending \$1 billion on exploration and 
production, BBC News reports. 

Oil theft indictment in Texas 

David Wayne Schroeder-- indicted on charges of stealing \$58,000 worth of oil in the 
Permian Basin, according to a from U.S. Attorney Robert Pitman- could face a 
prison term of up to 20 years if he is convicted on all of them, FuelFix reports. 

Oregon promotes Kaplan to direct Energy Department 

Michael Kaplan, who has served as acting Director of Oregon's Energy Department since the 
abrupt resignation of former chief Lisa Schwartz last May, has been given a permanent 
appointment by Gov. John Kitzhaber, the Statesman Journal reports. 

Goddard tracks carbon in high resolution 

Scientists at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center have come up with a computer model
called "Nature Run"- which tracks the movement of carbon dioxide and other emissions in 
high resolution, and have released a video condensing the pattern in 2006 that runs a few 
minutes, the Los Angeles Times reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Nov. 20, Washington: Center for Climate and Energy Solutions holds media webinar 
on upcoming UN climate conference in Lima, Peru. 10:30 am , online. 

o Nov. 20, Washington: Reps. Renee Ellmers, Jerry McNerney appear at news 
conference with the Electrification Coalition and Edison Electric Institute on new 
Nissan plug-in hybrid electric work trucks. 10:30 am, Capitol West Front. 

o Nov. 20, Washington: Pew Charitable Trusts and Agrion forum, "Clean Energy Policy: 
What Would be the Impact of Expiring Tax Provisions?" Sen. Tom Carper, 
representatives of First Solar, American Wind Energy Association to speak. 9:30 am , 
901 ESt. N.W. 
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Drevna: RFS repeal fight isn't over 

UN: World not close to avoiding dangerous warming 

By Seth Borenstein 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The world still isn't close to preventing what leaders call a 
dangerous level of man-made warming, a new United Nations says. That's despite 
some nations' recent pledges to cut back on carbon dioxide emissions. 

The report looks at the gap between what countries promise to do about carbon pollution and 
what scientists say needs to be done to prevent temperatures rising another two degrees. The 
two-degree level is a goal that world leaders set in 2009. 
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"The time window (for reaching that goal) is closing, closing," said United Nations 
undersecretary for environment Achim Steiner. And the cost of getting to that goal "is 
increasing, increasing." 

To meet that goal, the world has to hit a peak of carbon dioxide, methane and other 
greenhouse gases before 2030, said the report's chief scientific editor, Joseph Alcamo. But 
the study says carbon emissions will continue to soar until 2050 and by then it will be too 
late. 

Brazil judge releases 11 pending Petrobras trial 

City OKs plan for gas-pump climate change labels 

NKorea may be restarting nuke fuel reprocessing 

Environmentalists: Brazil's greenhouse gases rise 

Washington to sue over nuclear site's tank vapors 

EPA plans new toxin guidelines for drinking water 

Drevna: RFS repeal fight isn't over 

'Secret science' bill aimed at EPA OK'd in House 

Fed views pressure oil prices 

No details, but Amazon promising green cloud computing 

Energy harvesting to get tech boost 

Keystone bill sponsors, chief critics spoke out ahead of vote 

Democrats: Pallone beats Eshoo to take top House energy slot 

Murray presses NRC to finish Yucca review 

Airlines' fuel efficiency drive stalls 
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Poll finds support for limiting power plant emissions 

Carbon tax could do better in GOP Senate: Whitehouse 

Upcoming Events 

Brazil judge releases 11 pending Petrobras trial 

By Stan Lehman 

SAO PAULO (AP)- A federal judge has released 11 of the 24 people arrested in the 
corruption scandal engulfing Brazil's state-owned oil company Petrobras pending the trial in 
the case. 

Federal court press officer Christianne Machiavelli said Judge Sergio Moro on Tuesday 
evening ordered the release of those people he doesn't think will jeopardize the investigation. 

The 11 include construction company executives who allegedly bribed Petrobras officials to 
win bids from the oil producer. 

They were ordered to tum in their passports and told they cannot leave the country or change 
their address without the court's authorization. 

City OKs plan for gas-pump climate change labels 

By Kristin J. Bender 

BERKELEY, Calif (AP)- Some of the country's first gas-pump warning labels about 
climate change are coming to Berkeley, a city with a long history of green and clean policies. 

The Berkeley City Council voted late Tuesday to draft a proposal by next spring that will put 
stickers on gas pumps citywide to warn consumers that burning fuel contributes to global 
warmmg. 

San Francisco is drafting a similar ordinance that the city's Board of Supervisors could vote 
into law by March. The proposals in the liberal Bay Area cities are thought to be the first of 
their kind in the U.S. 

Supporters of Berkeley's measure hope that simply putting the labels in front of consumers 
will motivate them to drive less. One environmental group compares the labels to health 
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But the Western States Petroleum Association, an oil-industry lobbying group, said the plan 
imposes "onerous restrictions" on businesses and "compels speech in violation of the First 
Amendment of the United States Constitution." 

NKorea may be restarting nuke fuel reprocessing 

By Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON (AP)- For the first time in nearly six years North Korea may be restarting 
a plant that can reprocess nuclear fuel into weapons-grade plutonium, a U.S. research 
institute said Wednesday. 

The finding is based on analysis of recent commercial satellite imagery at the North's main 
Nyongbyon nuclear facility. 

The plant is used to reprocess spent fuel from a 5 megawatt reactor that has produced 
plutonium used for past nuclear test explosions. Last year, to international alarm, North 
Korea restarted the reactor that had been shuttered under a 2007 disarmament agreement. 

The U.S.-Korea Institute at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies says the 
reactor appears to have been shut down for about 10 weeks, longer than normal maintenance 
would require. It is unclear why but the institute's best guess is that the North is replacing a 
small number of spent fuel rods, which may have been defective, and is about to start 
reprocessing them. That involves separating plutonium from waste products. 

Environmentalists: Brazil's greenhouse gases rise 

By The Associated Press 

SAO PAULO (AP)- Emission levels of greenhouse gases in Latin America's biggest 
country were almost 8 percent higher in 2013 than one year earlier, a Brazilian network of 
environmental groups said Wednesday. 

The Observatorio do Clima, or Climate Observatory, is comprised of more than 30 non
governmental organizations focused on climate change. 

It said in a report that greenhouse gas emissions amounted to 1.57 billion metric tons in 2013 
compared to 1.45 billion metric tons in 2012. 
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greenhouse gases dropped year-by-year as deforestation levels fell, the report said. 

Washington to sue over nuclear site's tank vapors 

By Nicholas K. Geranios 

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP)- Washington plans to sue the U.S. Department of Energy and its 
contractor to protect workers from hazardous vapors at the Hanford Nuclear Reservation, the 
nation's most polluted nuclear site, state Attorney General Bob Ferguson said Wednesday. 

A report last month found the Energy Department does not have an adequate system to detect 
whether harmful vapors are sickening workers. 

More than 40 workers in the past year have reported smelling vapors and then becoming ill 
after working around some of Hanford's 177 underground storage tanks holding nuclear 
waste. The workers were checked by doctors and cleared to return to work. 

The nuclear reservation near Richland contains waste left over from the Cold War-era 
production of plutonium for nuclear weapons. 

EPA plans new toxin guidelines for drinking water 

By John Seewer 

TOLEDO, Ohio (AP)- The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency plans to come out with 
new guidelines that will give cities and water treatment plants a blueprint for dealing with the 
type of algae-borne toxin that contaminated the drinking water in Ohio's fourth-largest city, a 
federal official said Wednesday. 

A new health advisory is on target to be finalized sometime next spring, said Peter Grevatt, 
director of the agency's groundwater and drinking water office. 
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The advisory will include guidelines on what is a safe level of microcystin in drinking water 
and how to treat it, Grevatt told members of a congressional subcommittee in Washington. 

The toxin that's produced by algae found in fresh water can cause headaches or vomiting 
when swallowed and can be fatal to dogs and livestock. 
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Keystone heads to Senate and possible veto showdown 

Click here to read the brief 

'Secret science' bill aimed at EPA OK'd in House 

The Environmental Protection Agency wouldn't be able to set new regulations without 
making public the scientific data to justify them, under a measure -- -- approved 
on a mostly party-line vote in the Republican-controlled House Wednesday, The Hill reports. 

Fed views pressure oil prices 

Oil prices fell again Wednesday after minutes released by the Federal Reserve revealed some 
concerns about the state of the economy, outweighing talk of a possible production cut by 
OPEC. U.S benchmark crude settled 3 cents down at $74.61 a barrel on the Nymex, while in 
London Brent finished the trading day 37 cents lower at $78.10, Reuters reports. 

No details, but Amazon promising green cloud computing 

After Greenpeace gave a failing grade to Amazon for its lack of green energy standards, the 
company, in an is promising that its cloud computing division will strive for 100 
percent renewable energy usage, although it gave no timetable and no details of how the 
pledge will be achieved, Bloomberg reports. 

Energy harvesting to get tech boost 

Companies like Echogen are betting that advances in technology will improve the feasibility 
of energy harvesting- generating power from things like vibrations, heat or radio waves -
although the chief of ARPA-E, the Energy Department's agency promoting research, says 
retooling the grid to add local energy storage may be a more significant step for the nation's 
power picture, CNBC reports. 

Keystone bill sponsors, chief critics spoke out ahead of vote 

In the run up to the Senate vote on the Keystone XL pipeline measure, which was narrowly 
defeated, bill co-sponsors Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La. and Sen. John Hoeven, R-
N.D., mentioned it the most on the floor, but critics Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev. and Sen. 
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Barbara Boxer, D-Calif., also were in the top 10 list of those speaking about the project, 
National Journal reports. 

Democrats: Pallone beats Eshoo to take top House energy slot 

Rep. Anna Eshoo, the candidate favoured by fellow California Democrat House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi to become ranking member on the House Energy and Commerce 
Committee, lost out in a vote of the full Democratic Caucus to Rep. Frank Pallone ofNew 
Jersey, who outranked her in terms of seniority, National Journal reports. 

Murray presses NRC to finish Yucca review 

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., has spoken out publicly about Yucca Mountain for the first 
time in four years, sending a outgoing Nuclear Regulatory Commission chair Allison 
M. MacFarlane urging that the review of the proposed nuclear waste dump be completed, 
E&E reports. 

Airlines' fuel efficiency drive stalls 

A report from the International Council on Clean Transportation found that U.S. airlines 
failed to improve their fuel efficiency last year, a trend attributed in part to their retention of 
older aircraft, which may well continue as the recent slump in oil prices is easing pressure on 
them to cut their consumption, FuelFix reports. 

Poll finds support for limiting power plant emissions 

More than two-thirds of those surveyed in a recent researchers at Yale and George 
Mason Universities said they would support curbing emissions at power plants even if doing 
so meant they'd pay more for electricity, Bloomberg reports. 

Carbon tax could do better in GOP Senate: Whitehouse 

A carbon tax might appeal more to Republicans once they control the Senate, said Sen. 
Sheldon Whitehouse, D-R.I., after he introduced a bill Wednesday that would impose a $42 
per ton tax on emissions, The Hill reports. 
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Upcoming Events 

o Nov. 19, Washington: Center for American Progress fomm, "Making Progress: 2014 
Policy Conference." EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy, Colorado Gov. John 
Hickenlooper give keynote addresses, John Podesta, Tom Steyer appear on afternoon 
panel. By invitation. 9:00 am 

o Nov. 20, Washington: Center for Climate and Energy Solutions holds media webinar 
on upcoming UN climate conference in Lima, Pem. 10:30 am , online. 

o Nov. 20, Washington: Pew Charitable Tmsts and Agrion fomm, "Clean Energy Policy: 
What Would be the Impact of Expiring Tax Provisions?" Sen. Tom Carper, 
representatives of First Solar, American Wind Energy Association to speak. 9:30 am , 
901 ESt. N.W. 
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King delivers blow to Senate Keystone passage 
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Berkeley to vote on climate change labels at gas pumps 

Heating costs heading up as cold grips nation 

Toxic plume spreading at defense plant in NY, tests show 

NTSB: Gov't aircraft regulations apply to drones 

NRC chair: Work needed to finish Fukushima changes 

Stevie Wonder headlining fundraiser for Landrieu 

Google buys up Dutch wind energy for data center 

Shell Nigeria denies it lied to Dutch court 

Brazil ex-billionaire on trial for insider trading 

Hazardous waste rule through OMB 

TransCanada: Not targeting foes through 3rd parties 

Bloomberg: Landrieu energy committee activism surged in 2014 

Science R&D could fare well in GOP Congress 

Some states skeptical about cooperation over EPA carbon rule 

Oil prices down ahead of OPEC decision 

Oil price drop, sanctions threaten Russia's economy 

Music part of arsenal in fight against climate change 

Hydrogen-powered cars to hit showrooms 
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Lesar traveling to push Halliburton's takeover plans 

Upcoming Events 

Berkeley to vote on climate change labels at gas 
pumps 

By The Associated Press 

BERKELEY, Calif (AP)- The San Francisco Bay Area city of Berkeley will decide 
whether to slap stickers on gas pumps warning that burning fuel contributes to global 
warming in a plan that's a first of its kind in the country. 

The Berkeley City Council is expected to vote Tuesday night on whether to move forward 
with the proposal to put climate-change warning labels on gas pumps citywide. San 
Francisco is drafting a similar ordinance that officials could vote on by next spring. 

A spokeswoman for the Western States Petroleum Association, an oil-industry lobbying 
group, has said the labels reflect the state's and Berkeley's opinions and would force 
"unwanted speech in violation of the First Amendment." 

The labels are part of a voter-approved city plan to reduce emissions by 33 percent between 
2000 and 2020. 

Heating costs heading up as cold grips nation 

By Jonathan Fahey 

NEW YORK (AP)- The cold is back, and with it, rising heating bills. 

This winter was expected to bring much lower bills than last year because it wasn't supposed 
to be so dam cold. Homeowners could go a little easier on the thermostat, and less fuel use 
would offset rising prices for natural gas and electricity, which generates heat for 88 percent 
ofU.S. households. 

Then, descending from the Arctic, came a block of cold air nearly the size of the entire 
Lower 48. This month is now on track to be the coldest November since 1996. 

"It came in hard and strong, pretty impressive stuff," says Matt Rogers, a meteorologist at the 
Commodity Weather Group, which forecasts weather and heating demand for energy 
companies. He notes that a cold November doesn't necessarily lead to a colder winter. But it 
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And it just so happens most forecasters think January and February will also be colder than 
normal across most of the U.S. 

Toxic plume spreading at defense plant in NY, tests 
show 

By Frank Eltman 

BETHPAGE, N.Y. (AP)- A decades-long toxic cleanup around the former aerospace plant 
that helped land a man on the moon is getting renewed scrutiny after groundwater tests 
showed a potential carcinogen spreading deeper and toward nearby Long Island 
communities. 

Officials revealed this month that the 4.5 mile by 3.5 mile plume of underground 
contamination in Bethpage is moving deeper than ever. High concentrations of the industrial 
solvent trichloroethylene, or TCE, were found more than 60 stories below ground. 

Readings show the plume is moving further south toward untainted public wells, officials 
said. 

"Unless they figure a way to reach it, locate it and extract it, you're looking at a much longer 
range of a high contamination area that they will have to contend with," warned Sarah 
Meyland, associate professor of environmental technology at New York Institute of 
Technology. 

The contamination is emanating from a 600-acre property that was once home to Grumman 
Aerospace Corp., the U.S. Navy and other associated defense industries. Grumman built an 
armada of aircraft used during the Cold War, as well as the lunar module that landed 
astronauts on the moon. 

NTSB: Gov't aircraft regulations apply to drones 

By Joan Lowy 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The government has the power to hold drone operators accountable 
when they operate the remote-control aircraft recklessly, a federal safety board ruled 
Tuesday in a setback to small drone operators chafing under Federal Aviation Administration 
restrictions. 
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The National Transportation safety Board, which hears appeals of Federal Aviation 
Administration enforcement actions, ruled that small drones are a type of aircraft and fall 
under existing FAA rules. 

The FAA had fined Raphael Pirker, an aerial photographer, $10,000 for operating his 
Ritewing Zephyr in a reckless manner on the University of Virginia campus in 2011. Pirker 
allegedly flew the drone, which weighed less than 5 pounds, at "extremely low" altitudes, 
including under a pedestrian bridge and directly at a person, causing the individual to duck 
out of the way. He had been hired to make photos and videos of the campus. 

Pirker appealed the fine, saying his aircraft was effectively no different than a model aircraft 
and therefore not subject to regulations that apply to manned aircraft. An NTSB 
administrative law judge sided with him in March, saying the FAA hasn't issued any 
regulations specifically for drones and therefore can't determine their use. 

The FAA appealed the decision to the four-member safety board, which said Tuesday that 
the definition of an aircraft is very broad. 

NRC chair: Work needed to finish Fukushima 
changes 

By Ray Henry 

ATLANTA (AP)- The outgoing chair of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said 
Tuesday the industry must finish making the safety changes required after a nuclear disaster 
in Japan, and it faces unresolved questions over how to store nuclear waste as existing plants 
close. 

Allison Macfarlane became the agency's leader in July 2012 after the stormy tenure of former 
chair Gregory Jaczko, whose management style was described as bullying by fellow 
commissioners and staffers. A geologist, Macfarlane will start teaching Jan. 1 at George 
Washington University. 

Macfarlane said the agency must follow through on changes required after the March 2011 
crisis at the Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear plant in Japan. Tsunami waves disabled the plant's 
electrical and cooling systems, causing a meltdown and explosions that flung debris and 
radiation into the environment. 

"We as regulators need to do what we think is right," Macfarlane said in an interview during 
a nuclear industry conference in Atlanta. "And if we think something is required, and this is 
something we've learned as a result of the Fukushima accident, we need to tell the industry to 
do it." 

000271 PST Deliverable00000877 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Among the changes, the nuclear industry has set up centers in Memphis and Phoenix that can 
quickly send emergency gear to a stricken plant. Some plants will install vents meant to 
prevent explosions during extreme accidents. Regulators are reviewing updated earthquake 
and flooding hazard assessments for plants across the country. 
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Shell Nigeria denies it lied to Dutch court 

By Chika Oduah 

LONDON (AP)- Shell Nigeria denies it lied to a Dutch court in The Hague about oil 
pollution in the Niger Delta. 

The multinational company, half owned by Nigeria's government and with significant Dutch 
shareholding, says sabotage, not negligence, caused spills in 2004 along the Trans-Niger 
Pipeline that destroyed several hectares of mangrove forests and the livelihoods of residents 
of Goi village. 

"We dismiss any suggestion that SPDC has knowingly continued to use a pipeline that is not 
safe to operate," a spokesperson for the Shell Petroleum Development Company of Nigeria 
Ltd told The Associated Press on Tuesday. Shell is preparing for the appeal hearing. 

In a press statement released Monday, Friends of the Earth Netherlands alleged that 
documents revealed this year in a British court show that Shell continued to pump oil through 
a corroded pipeline despite being warned in 2002 that it had exceeded its lifespan and needed 
to be replaced. 

Brazil ex-billionaire on trial for insider trading 

By Jenny Barchfield 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP)- Eike Batista, the flamboyant Brazilian tycoon once named No. 7 
on Forbes' list of the world's richest people, went on trial Tuesday in an insider trading case 
that could make him the first person in the country to go to prison on such charges. 

The 58-year-old former billionaire who once reveled in the limelight made a now-rare public 
appearance with his arrival Tuesday at a federal criminal court in Rio de Janeiro. 

It's the latest chapter in a vertiginous fall that saw Batista's estimated $30 billion fortune 
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evaporate over the past two years as his oil, mining, logistics and shipbuilding empire 
cmmbled. Batista often used to say he hoped to dethrone Mexico's Carlos Slim to become the 
world's richest person, but now says he's $1 billion in debt. 

Batista faces market manipulation charges in the sales of shares in two of his companies, 
including the OGX oil exploration and production unit that filed for bankruptcy protection 
last year. If convicted, Batista faces fines and up to 13 years in prison, but experts say he 
could get a lighter sentence as a first-time defendant. 

Keystone heads to Senate and possible veto showdown 

Click here to read the brief 

Hazardous waste rule through OMB 

An Environmental Protection Agency mle beefing up standards for hazardous waste 
recycling has gotten an OK from the Office of Management and Budget at the White House, 
the last step before the EPA publishes the regulation, The Hill reports. 

TransCanada: Not targeting foes through 3rd parties 

A spokesman for TransCanada, which is seeking to build the Keystone XL pipeline, says the 
company hasn't taken up a recommendation from PR firm Edelman to use third parties to 
target opponents of the Energy East project in Canada, The New York Times reports. 

Bloomberg: Landrieu energy committee activism surged in 2014 

A Bloomberg analysis of Sen. Mary Landrieu's public role on the Senate's energy committee 
found the Louisiana Democrat became much more active after becoming chair of the panel 
last F ebmary. 

Science R&D could fare well in GOP Congress 
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Republicans controlling the new Congress may find ground for cooperation with President 
Obama in beefing up funding for science research and development, E&E reports. 

Some states skeptical about cooperation over EPA carbon rule 

Many states are trying to calculate whether they will be better off cooperating or going it 
alone in complying with the Environmental Protection Agency's rule regulating carbon 
emissions from existing power plants, even though they would have more time to write their 
plans if they work together, and multistate grid operators favor them doing so, E&E reports. 

Oil prices down ahead of OPEC decision 

Oil prices closed lower as traders continued to watch for signs of an OPEC production cut in 
response to the global bear market, Bloomberg reports. Brent was down 84 cents to $78.47 a 
barrel in London, while West Texas Intermediate fell1.4 percent, losing $1.03 to $74.61 a 
barrel. 

Oil price drop, sanctions threaten Russia's economy 

Russia's economy would fall into a recession next year, according to Finance Minister Anton 
Siluanov, if global oil prices drop to $60 a barrel and additional Ukraine-related sanctions are 
imposed, Bloomberg reports. 

Music part of arsenal in fight against climate change 

The Hip-Hop Caucus has joined with major environmental groups including 350.org, the 
Sierra Club and the Natural Resources Defense Council in putting together the four-
song --featuring artists including Common, Ne-Yo and Choklate --
published in an EP available free on iTunes this week and a full album due out Dec. 2, 
National Journal reports. 

Hydrogen-powered cars to hit showrooms 

Toyota's announcement of a timetable and pricing for release of its Mirai fuel cell sedan 
means the long-awaited technology is moving into position to compete with plug-in cars in 
dealerships, The New York Times reports. 
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Lesar traveling to push Halliburton's takeover plans 

Halliburton CEO Dave Lesar, who rang the bell to start Tuesday trading on the New York 
Stock Exchange, is spending days this week talking up his company's planned purchase of 
Baker Hughes to investors, FuelFix reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Nov. 18, Washington: Center for Strategic and International Studies and Rhodium 
Group hold forum and report release, "Remaking American Power: The Energy Market 
Impacts of EPA's Clean Power Plan." 1:30pm, 1616 Rhode Island Ave., N.W. 

o Nov. 18, Arlington, Va.: Energy Department hosts Minorities in Energy Initiative one 
year anniversary forum. Energy Secretary Earnest Moniz, National Urban League 
President Marc Morial, API President Jack Gerard, Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson, Rep. 
Bobby Rush to speak. 9:00 am , Lockheed Martin Global Vision Center. 

o Nov. 19, Washington: Center for American Progress forum, "Making Progress: 2014 
Policy Conference." EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy, Colorado Gov. John 
Hickenlooper give keynote addresses, John Podesta, Tom Steyer appear on afternoon 
panel. By invitation. 9:00 am 
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Morning Consult Energy: Senate Keystone Vote; Halliburton and Baker Hughes Deal Done 

Brief: 

The Senate is slated to vote on the a last chance maneuver aimed at 
Sen. Landrieu in a December runoff. The"-'-'""-"~""'-'-=~= and'-=~~~~"" 

short of the 60 needed to pass the President Obama has 
he veto the measure. 

the of 

renewable energy ""'nn:>n\1 First for 
makes SunEdison the 

the 

This message sent to giles-aa.cynthia@epa.gov by Energy@MorningConsult.com 
The Morning Consult 
Morning Consult, P.O. Box 15628 
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Landrieu seeks final vote to pass Keystone XL 
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Obama stakes final 2 years on climate change 

Fracking to be permitted in GW National Forest 

Chemical plant had some environmental violations 

Toyota to start sales of fuel cell car next month 

SunEdison buying wind power company 

Latest spill-related grants announced 

Energy and Commerce battle could be outlet for Democrats' frustration 

ERCOT: More outages, higher bills from EPA carbon rule 

NRC rules pitched to construction, not decommissioning: Macfarlane 

Oil steady on speculation over OPEC cut 

Minnesota needs pipelines, but also careful reviews: Dayton 

No fuel cell car from Honda until 2016 

Low-dose radiation study gets House nod 

Australia raises El Nino alert 

Climate change risk from India's coal plans 

Iraq through IS forces to reach refinery 
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Obama stakes final 2 years on climate change 

By Josh Lederman 

WASHINGTON (AP)- With just two years left in power, President Barack Obama is 
elevating his efforts to combat global warming above almost all else as he seeks to leave an 
imprint on the world that will endure after he's gone. It's a strategy rooted not only in 
Obama's long-stated support for such efforts, but also in political reality. 

Two weeks ago, Obama watched his prospects for realizing his goals on education, wages 
and immigration all but evaporate as voters handed his party a stinging rebuke in the 
midterms, putting Republicans in full control of Congress for the remainder of his 
presidency. But on a trip last week to Asia and Australia, Obama sought- and found
fruitful opportunities to make a lasting difference on global warming. 

In China, traditionally a U.S. adversary on environmental issues, Obama set an ambitious 
new target for cutting future U.S. emissions as part of a landmark deal in which China will 
also rein in pollution. In Australia, he pledged $3 billion to help poorer nations address 
changing temperatures while prodding Australia's prime minister to stop questioning the 
science of climate change. 

"We're showing there's no excuse for other nations not to come together," Obama said in 
Brisbane, where he also pressed the issue with leaders of the world's 20 largest economies. 

Fracking to be permitted in GW National Forest 

By Brock Vergakis 

NORFOLK, Va. (AP)- Over the objection of environmental groups and Virginia's 
governor, a federal management plan released Tuesday will allow a form of natural gas 
drilling known as fracking to occur in parts of the largest national forest on the East Coast. 

The U.S. Forest Service originally planned to ban fracking in the 1.1 million-acre George 
Washington National Forest, but energy companies cried foul after a draft of the plan was 
released in 2011. It would have been the first outright ban on the practice in a national forest. 

"We think we've ended up in a much better place, which is we are allowing oil and gas 
drilling," Robert Bonnie, the U.S. Department of Agriculture's undersecretary for natural 
resources and environment, told The Associated Press in a telephone interview. 
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country. We didn't want to make a policy decision or change policy related to fracking. This 
decision is about where it's appropriate to do oil and gas leasing." 

Chemical plant had some environmental violations 

By Juan A. Lozano and Michael Graczyk 

LA PORTE, Texas (AP)- State records show dozens of minor or moderate state 
environmental violations since 2009 at a Houston-area DuPont chemical plant where four 
people died from toxic fumes over the weekend. 

The plant, however, which covers 600 acres along the Houston Ship Channel in LaPorte and 
has operated since 1956, has received a satisfactory rating from the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality, according to the agency's records. The plant holds more than 150 
environmental permits covering air, water and handling of hazardous material. 

A team of investigators from the U.S. Chemical Safety Board began work at the plant 
Monday, two days after the four employees died in the release of methyl mercaptan- a 
chemical used in the manufacture of insecticide and fungicide and also used to provide odor 
to natural gas. 

The toxic chemical, which is described as smelling like rotten eggs or rotten cabbage, causes 
eye and skin irritation and rapidly affects the respiratory system. 

Toyota to start sales of fuel cell car next month 

By Ken Moritsugu 

TOKYO (AP)- There will only be a few hundred, and they won't be cheap, but Toyota is 
about to take its first small step into the unproven market for emissions-free, hydrogen
powered vehicles. 

The world's largest automaker announced Tuesday that it will begin selling fuel cell cars in 
Japan on Dec. 15 and in the U.S. and Europe in mid-2015. The sporty-looking, four-door 
Toyota Mirai will retail for 6.7 million yen ($57,600) before taxes. Toyota Motor Corp hopes 
to sell 400 in Japan and 300 in the rest of the world in the first year. 

"In time, the fuel cell vehicle will become mainstream. We wanted to take the first step," said 
Mitsuhisa Kato, a Toyota executive vice president, at the vehicle's launch Tuesday. "We 
want to be at the leading edge." 
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Fuel cell vehicles run on compressed hydrogen gas, which in the Mirai's case is stored in two 
tanks mounted underneath the vehicle. They emit no exhaust, though fossil fuels are used in 
the production of hydrogen and to pressurize it. Both Honda and Hyundai are also 
experimenting with limited sales and leases of fuel cell cars. Honda showed a fuel cell 
concept car on Monday. 

Sun Edison buying wind power company 

By The Associated Press 

Solar energy company SunEdison is adding some wind-fueled power to its business with a 
deal worth up to $2.4 billion. 

The St. Peters, Missouri-based company and its publicly traded subsidiary, TerraForm 
Power, said Monday that they are buying First Wind for $1.9 billion now and $510 million in 
payments if First Wind completes certain projects. 

First Wind, based in Boston, develops, owns and operates wind projects across the U.S. 

SunEdison, which develops and operates solar power plants, said the deal will make it the 
world's largest renewable energy development company. 

Based on the anticipated impact of the deal, SunEdison raised its 2015 installation guidance 
from a range of 1.6 to 1.8 gigawatts to a range of 2.1 to 2.3 gigawatts. 
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Keystone heads to Senate and possible veto showdown 

Click here to read the brief 

Energy and Commerce battle could be outlet for Democrats' 
frustration 

Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., may not have any trouble getting re-elected to lead House 
Democrats for another term, but lawmakers' frustration over the party's poor showing at the 
polls in the mid-term elections may spill over into the long-running fight over who will be 
the ranking member on the Energy and Commerce committee, Rep. Anna Eshoo of 
California or N.J. Rep. Frank Pallone, National Journal reports. 

ERCOT: More outages, higher bills from EPA carbon rule 

The Environmental Protection Agency's rule limiting carbon emissions from existing power 
plants could result in the retirement of half of Texas' coal generation capacity, electricity 
bills that are 20 percent higher and a greater chance of power outages, according to an 
analysis released Monday by the Electric Reliability Council of Texas, Platts reports. 

NRC rules pitched to construction, not decommissioning: Macfarlane 

Allison M. Macfarlane, outgoing chair of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, said at the 
National Press Club Monday that the panel's rules are geared for construction and operation 
of nuclear power plants rather than decommissioning, which are more needed in the present 
industry environment, The New York Times reports. 
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Oil steady on speculation over OPEC cut 

Speculation that OPEC members could be pushing for a production cut in advance of their 
scheduled meeting in Vienna Nov. 25 was supporting oil prices early Tuesday. U.S. 
benchmark crude was up 11 cents to $75.75 a barrel in electronic trading on the Nymex, 
while in London Brent slipped just 5 cents to $79.26, Reuters reports. 

Minnesota needs pipelines, but also careful reviews: Dayton 

Gov. Mark Dayton said Minnesota needs more pipelines to ease the problem with rail freight 
backlogs, but added that it was necessary to take time to properly review permit applications, 
like the one for Enbridge Energy Partners proposed Sandpiper project, The Associated Press 
reports. 

No fuel cell car from Honda until 2016 

March 2016 is now the target date for Honda to launch its fuel cell car in Japan, a move put 
back by a program of thorough checks, according to CEO Takanobu Ito, The Wall Street 
J oumal reports. 

Low-dose radiation study gets House nod 

On a voice vote, the House has approved sponsored by Rep. Paul Broun, R-Ga., 
which orders the Department of Energy to work out a plan to study the risks of exposure to 
low-dose radiation, The Hill reports. 

Australia raises El Nino alert 

The El Nino watch is now an alert in Australia, where the Bureau of Meteorology is 
reporting a 70 percent chance of the Pacific weather pattern that can bring heavy rain in the 
east but drought in Asia, Bloomberg reports. 

Climate change risk from India's coal plans 

India's plans-- backed by Power Minister Piyush Goyal-- to double its use of domestic coal 
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in a push to get more people access to electricity could threaten the global fight against 
climate change, The New York Times reports. 

Iraq through IS forces to reach refinery 

Iraq says its security forces have entered the country's largest refinery at Beiji, which has 
been surrounded by Islamic State militants for months, Reuters reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Nov. 18, Washington: Center for Strategic and International Studies and Rhodium 
Group hold forum and report release, "Remaking American Power: The Energy Market 
Impacts of EPA's Clean Power Plan." 1:30pm, 1616 Rhode Island Ave., N.W. 

o Nov. 18, Arlington, Va.: Energy Department hosts Minorities in Energy Initiative one 
year anniversary forum. Energy Secretary Earnest Moniz, National Urban League 
President Marc Morial, API President Jack Gerard, Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson, Rep. 
Bobby Rush to speak. 9:00 am , Lockheed Martin Global Vision Center. 
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EnergyGuardian 
Man 11/17/201411:13:39 PM 
No WH retreat on environmental agenda, officials warn 
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Early tests don't find tainted water from oil boom 

Halliburton pounces on Baker Hughes 

Huge solar plant lags in early production 

Wind firm sues to block release of bird-death data 
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Upcoming Events 

Early tests don't find tainted water from oil boom 

By Matthew Brown 

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP)- Random testing of shallow groundwater in the Northern Plains 
oil patch found no early evidence of contamination from an energy boom that's already seen 
more than 8,500 wells drilled, federal scientists said Monday. 

However, the U.S. Geological Survey cautioned that the tests could have missed 
contamination from surface spills or leaking well casings. That's because water can take 
many hundreds of years to migrate beneath the surface, meaning contamination might not 
have reached USGS sample sites. 
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Industry observers say as many as 60,000 more oil and gas wells could be drilled in the 
Northern Plains in coming decades. The recent water tests will provide baseline data that can 
be used to know if water quality starts to deteriorate in the future, USGS researchers said. 

"This is good news, really good news," USGS hydrologist Rod Caldwell said of the initial 
results. "But we didn't try to just sample domestic water wells close to oil and gas wells. We 
tried to look at the overall health of the aquifer." 

Halliburton pounces on Baker Hughes 

By Jonathan Fahey 

NEW YORK (AP)- In a deal that shows just how quickly falling prices can upend the 
energy industry, Halliburton is buying rival oilfield services company Baker Hughes for cash 
and stock worth $34.6 billion. 

Global oil prices have tumbled 31 percent over the past 5 months to levels not seen in four 
years. That has forced the industry to cut costs by delaying or scaling back drilling- which 
means less work for Halliburton and Baker Hughes, companies that manage oil and gas fields 
for energy companies. 

Even when prices were high, oil and gas companies had begun to slow capital spending and 
new drilling as rising costs cut into profit margins. Energy companies now have even less to 
spend. 

Halliburton Chairman and CEO Dave Lesar said Monday that the combined company will be 
able to reduce costs by $2 billion a year. 

Huge solar plant lags in early production 

By Michael R. Blood 

LOS ANGELES (AP)- The largest solar power plant of its type in the world- once 
promoted as a turning point in green energy - isn't producing as much energy as planned. 

One of the reasons is as basic as it gets: The sun isn't shining as much as expected. 

Sprawling across roughly 5 square miles of federal desert near the California-Nevada border, 
the Solar Electric with it 
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would produce enough electricity to power a city of 140,000 homes. 

So far, however, the plant is producing about half of its expected annual output for 2014, 
according to calculations by the California Energy Commission. 

Wind firm sues to block release of bird-death data 

By Dina Cappiello 

WASHINGTON (AP)- A company that operates at least 13 wind-energy facilities across 
three states is suing in federal court to block the U.S. government from releasing information 
to The Associated Press about how many birds are found dead at its facilities. 

Pacificorp of Portland, Oregon, is seeking an injunction in U.S. District Court in Utah to 
prevent the Interior Department from releasing information it considers confidential. The 
Obama administration has said it planned to tum over the material to The Associated Press, 
which sought it from the Interior Department in March 2013 under the U.S. Freedom of 
Information Act. The government concluded that the industry's concerns were "insufficiently 
convincing" to keep the files secret. 

The information the AP sought was part of its larger investigation into bird and eagle deaths 
at wind farms and the administration's reluctance to prosecute the cases as it advocated the 
pollution-free energy source. The AP asked the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for data 
collected under federal permits given to companies to collect the carcasses of protected bird 
species, including eagles and migratory birds, found dead at their facilities. 

Using documents, emails and interviews with former wildlife officials, the AP in articles 
published last year documented more than four dozen eagle deaths in Wyoming since 2009, 
and dozens more in California, New Mexico, Oregon, Washington and Nevada. Corporate 
surveys submitted to the federal government and obtained by AP showed at least 20 eagles 
found dead in recent years on Pacificorp wind farms in Wyoming. 

Wildlife groups sue over imperiled lynx's habitat 

By The Associated Press 

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP)- Wildlife advocates sued the federal government Monday after it 
declined to designate some areas in the West as critical habitat for the imperiled Canada 
lynx. 

WildEarth Guardians and three other assert that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
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improperly excluded the southern Rocky Mountains of New Mexico and Colorado from 
39,000 square miles of protected habitat for the elusive, forest-dwelling wild cat. 

The plaintiffs, who filed the lawsuit in U.S. District Court in Missoula, Montana, also say the 
agency left out important habitat in portions of Washington state, Idaho, Montana and 
Oregon. 

The lawsuit asked the court to strike down the government's September finding and send the 
issue back to federal wildlife officials for reconsideration. 

Study: Polar bears disappearing from key region 

By Seth Borenstein 

WASHINGTON (AP)- A new U.S.-Canada study says a key polar bear population fell 
nearly by half in the past decade, with scientists seeing a dramatic increase in young cubs 
dying. 

Researchers chiefly blame shrinking sea ice from global warming. 

Scientists from the U.S. Geological Survey and Environment Canada captured, tagged and 
released polar bears in the southern Beaufort Sea from 2001 to 2010. The bear population 
shrank to about 900 in 2010, down from about 1,600 in 2004. That area is one of two main 
U.S. polar bear regions. 

"These estimates suggest to me that the habitat is getting less stable for polar bears," said 
study lead author Jeff Bromaghin, a USGS statistician. 

Study finds virus likely cause of sea star wasting 

By Jeff Barnard 
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GRANTS PASS, Ore. (AP)- Scientists have isolated a virus they are pretty sure is causing 
the mysterious disease that has killed millions of sea stars on the Pacific Coast from Southern 
California to Alaska by causing them to lose their limbs and eventually disintegrate into 
slime and piles of tiny bones. 

A study published Monday in the j oumal Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
says a variety of densovirus is the likely cause of wasting syndrome among sea stars, also 
known as starfish. Varieties of densovirus are used as a biological control on cockroaches, 
and include the parvovirus that infects dogs. 

Cornell University marine microbiologist Ian Hewson says they found larger amounts of the 
virus in sick sea stars than healthy ones, and the amount of virus increased as the disease 
progressed. Also, injecting material from sick sea stars that was filtered to concentrate virus
sized organisms caused healthy sea stars to get the disease. 

Hewson said thousands of bacteria and viruses live in and on sea stars, but researchers 
suspected a virus was responsible for the disease because sea stars got sick in aquariums that 
drew water from the ocean. The disease did not infect sea stars in museums that exposed the 
water to ultraviolet light, which kills viruses. 

Petrobras to create department to fight corruption 

By Adriana Gomez Licon 

SAO PAULO (AP)- The head of Brazil's Petrobras vowed Monday to use a widening 
corruption scheme to improve governance at the state-run oil giant, in part through creation 
of a compliance department aimed at stamping out corruption. 

In her first public remarks since the arrests of around two dozen people including a top 
company executive late last week, Graca Foster told a conference call with investors, "We 
want to tum this difficult moment into something better." 

"Petrobras is a company that dreams to produce more and more oil and more and more 
transparency," Foster said. "We are going through a very difficult moment in the company, 
but we are convinced that we will have better management after we structure and implement 
all of these management improvement processes." 

Authorities allege top company officials operated a kickback scheme on contracts involving 
several billion dollars, with the money eventually fed back to the governing Workers Party 
and other top parties for political campaigns. On Friday, police arrested Renato Duque, 
former director of services of Petrobras, for his alleged role in the scheme, along with the 
heads of several top construction firms. 
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Keystone heads to Senate and possible veto showdown 

Click here to read the brief 

Oil industry has moved beyond Keystone: Analysts 

Even as Senators get set to vote on the Keystone XL pipeline, Canada has found alternatives 
for moving its oil sands crude in the years since the project was first proposed, Bloomberg 
reports. 

Hedge fund floats changes for TransCanada 

A day ahead of a likely Senate vote on the Keystone XL pipeline, one of TransCanada 
Corp.'s small shareholders has made public a letter suggesting the company be restructured, 
selling off the firm's power generation business, The Wall Street Journal reports. Sandall 
Asset Management Corp. released the letter just two days before TransCanada meets with 
analysts and investors. 

Christie to visit Canada 

Energy issues will play a key role when Gov. Chris Christie, R-N.J., travels to Canada in 
December, his spokeswoman said, a trip taking place three months after the potential 
presidential candidate went to Mexico and declared that the Keystone XL pipeline should 
"be done today," NJ Advance Media reports. 

Oil slips as Japan stumbles 

Word that Japan has slipped into recession kept pressure on oil prices Monday ahead of a key 
OPEC meeting later this month. West Texas Intermediate crude for December delivery 
dropped 18 cents to settle at $75.64 on the Nymex, while in London Brent finished the 
trading session 10 cents lower at $79.31, Bloomberg reports. 
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More natural gas available despite last winter's chill 

More natural gas is available this year despite the supply depletion from last winter's 
freezing temperatures, replenished because of a swift inventory buildup and substantial 
infrastructure investment, according to America's Natural Gas Alliance, FuelFix reports. 

FERC: Neither tools nor responsibility to figure warming impact of 
LNG projects 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, facing criticism from environmentalists for too 
easily approving natural gas projects including pipelines and LNG export terminals, says it 
has no formula for measuring the cumulative impact of greenhouse gas emissions from 
individual projects, E&E reports. 

DOE missing targets for policing nuke exports: GAO 

The Department of Energy is failing to adequately police exports of civilian nuclear 
technology, missing almost all of its review targets, says a report from the Government 
Accountability Office, according to The Washington Times. 

US-China CCS plant announcement was surprise 

The announcement last week that the U.S. and China would jointly build a sizeable carbon 
capture coal plant in China that also produces water was not expected by a number of 
officials working in the region, and has been questioned by activists including Greenpeace, 
E&E reports. 

Work to start on Virginia plant, says Panda Power 

Construction should be starting immediately on the 778-megawatt Stonewall natural gas
fired plant in Loudon County, Va., according to Panda Power, which says it has raised $571 
million in debt capital for the work, Platts reports. 

Ohio sat on green jobs report during energy debate 
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While Ohio lawmakers were debating changes to the state's green energy policy, the Ohio 
Development Services Agency failed to release a survey it had commissioned on clean 
energy jobs, The Columbus Dispatch reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Nov. 17, Washington: NRC Chairman Allison Macfarlane delivers address on her 
tenure before stepping down at the end of the year. 1:00pm , National Press Club. 

o Nov. 17, Washington: ANGA President Marty Durbin holds media teleconference to 
discuss 2015 natural gas issues outlook. 11 :00 am , by teleconference. 

o Nov. 18, Washington: Center for Strategic and International Studies and Rhodium 
Group hold forum and report release, "Remaking American Power: The Energy Market 
Impacts of EPA's Clean Power Plan." 1:30pm, 1616 Rhode Island Ave., N.W. 

o Nov. 18, Arlington, Va.: Energy Department hosts Minorities in Energy Initiative one 
year anniversary forum. Energy Secretary Earnest Moniz, National Urban League 
President Marc Morial, API President Jack Gerard, Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson, Rep. 
Bobby Rush to speak. 9:00 am , Lockheed Martin Global Vision Center. 
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Bromm, Susan[Bromm.Susan@epa.gov] 
G iles-AA, Cynthia [G iles-AA. Cynth ia@e pa .gov] 
Laura Dattaro 
Man 11/17/2014 6:06:14 PM 
Vice Article on Keystone and Emissions--Short Deadline 

I'm a science reporter with Vice News, and I'm writing an article about the upcoming Senate vote 
on the Keystone XL pipeline. Are you available to answer a few questions today regarding 
emissions from the pipeline and the relationship to climate change, or could you point me in the 
direction of someone who might be? My deadline is 6 p.m., and my number is (443) 745-2198. 

Thanks very much, 
Laura Dattaro 

Laura Dattaro 
Freelance Reporter 
@ldattaro 
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Morning Consult 
Man 11/17/20141:09:36 PM 
Morning Consult Energy: Durbin Says Senate One Vote From Approving Keystone 
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G iles-AA, Cynthia [G iles-AA. Cynth ia@e pa .gov] 
EnergyGuardian 
Man 11/17/201412:20:13 PM 
Senate heads to Keystone vote in first post-election showdown 
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Upcoming Events 

Obscure Nebraska panel may hold sway over 
Keystone 

By Grant Schulte 

LINCOLN, Neb. (AP)- Congress is suddenly scrambling to vote on the Keystone XL oil 
pipeline, but the fate of the oft-delayed $5.4 billion project could still wind up in the hands of 
an obscure commission in Nebraska that regulates telephones, taxi cabs and grain bins. 

The Nebraska Supreme Court is expected to rule within weeks on whether the Nebraska 
Public Service Commission must review the pipeline before it can cross the state, one of six 
on the pipeline's route. Nebraska Gov. Dave Heineman gave the green light in January 2013 
without the panel's involvement. 

The commission's possible role is part of the tangled legal and political history of the pipeline 
and raises questions about whether it will continue to be snagged even if the Senate votes to 
approve it next week as expected. The House voted 252-161 Friday to move forward with the 
project. President Barack Obama, who has delayed a decision pending the resolution of the 
Nebraska issue, has not said whether he would sign the legislation. 

The proposed crude-oil pipeline, which would run 1,179 miles from the Canadian tar sands 
to Gulf coast refineries, has been the subject of a fierce struggle between environmentalists 
and energy advocates ever since Calgary-based TransCanada proposed it in 2008. 

Cause of deadly leak at Texas plant still unknown 

By The Associated Press 

LA PORTE, Texas (AP)- DuPont officials said Sunday it's still not clear what caused a 
toxic chemical to leak from a valve at a suburban Houston plant, killing four workers and 
injuring a fifth. 

Company spokesman Aaron Woods said DuPont is investigating the cause of the leak of 
methyl mercaptan at a plant in La Porte. The chemical is used to create crop-protection 
products such as insecticides and fungicides. 

The workers were exposed early Saturday while responding to the leak that started around 4 
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a.m. and took about two hours to contain. They all were working there as part of their normal 
shift when the leak happened, Woods said. 

The four workers died at the plant and a fifth was transported to a nearby hospital. The 
injured worker has been released from the hospital. 

Coal exec's image looms in deadly blast case 

By Jonathan Mattise 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP)- Facing criminal charges in the deadliest U.S. coal mine 
disaster in four decades, ex-coal baron Don Blankenship has fallen silent for the first time in 
a while. 

A gag order issued shortly after the 43-page indictment this week means Blankenship will 
have to hit pause on the defiant public relations campaign he's waged since the 2010 
explosion that killed 29 men at the Upper Big Branch Mine in Montcoal, West Virginia. 

The former Massey Energy CEO has vehemently denied all wrongdoing in the disaster. More 
than that, he's spent his time attempting to remake his image from that of a profit-minded, 
mustachioed villain to a crusader for keeping miners safe. 

Even while under federal investigation, Appalachia's long-established coal boss kept 
spreading his side of the story: I'm being targeted. It wasn't my fault. 

Georgia developer still trying to build coal plant 

By Ray Henry 

SANDERSVILLE, Ga. (AP) _ €" Deep in rural Georgia, a developer is betting he can build 
one of the last new coal-fired power plants in the United States as the rest of the country 
moves away from the fuel. 

The project, which is being developed by Allied Energy Services, is an outlier. If 
constructed, Plant Washington would be one of just two planned coal plants in the United 
States to dodge pending rules from President Barack Obama's administration severely 
restricting carbon dioxide emissions. Carbon dioxide is the chief greenhouse gas blamed for 
global warming. 

Still, analysts question whether the estimated $2 billion project, which will be built near 
Sandersville, Georgia, makes financial sense right now. A booming supply of natural gas has 
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driven gas prices to historic lows, making coal expensive by comparison. Big regional 
utilities like Southern Co. and the Tennessee Valley Authority are shuttering old coal-fired 
plants and replacing them with gas-burning units. The only coal plants that could meet the 
proposed restrictions would have to trap their carbon dioxide emissions, and that technology 
has proven tremendously expensive. 

For starters, it's not clear who will fund the power plant. The developer behind the Georgia 
project, C. Dean Alford, said he has support from the Taylor Energy Fund to help cover 
development costs, though he lacks commitments from utility companies to buy the 
electricity. The last electric companies in the development consortium left last year. The 
project owners also failed to pay their 2013 property taxes for the plant site on time, and the 
county government threatened to sell off the land until it received a roughly $9,600 payment. 
Alford said the tax notices were sent to the wrong address by mistake, and he denies the 
project is under financial pressure. 

Parnell concedes in Alaska gubernatorial race 

By The Associated Press 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP)- Alaska Gov. Sean Parnell conceded the gubernatorial race 
Saturday, issuing a statement a day after independent challenger Bill Walker was declared 
the winner. 

Parnell wrote on Facebook that he met with Walker Saturday morning and pledged an 
orderly transition. 

"In line with this pledge, I offered office space for transition activities," he wrote. "We had 
what I believe to be a very productive discussion about how to work together." 

Walker grabbed a slim lead on election night, but the race was too close to call while 
absentee and questioned voters were counted this week. Walker won Friday when it became 
evident that Parnell could not overcome Walker's lead. 

Parnell has served as governor since July 2009, when Sarah Palin resigned. He won election 
in his own right in 2010. Palin had endorsed Walker. 

US-Canadian agency looks at Lake Erie algae again 

By John Seewer 
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OREGON, Ohio (AP)- The costs and health risks posed by the string of algae blooms on 
Lake Erie are getting a closer look from a U.S.-Canadian advisory agency that focuses on 
Great Lakes and water issues involving both countries. 

The International Joint Commission plans on spending the next few months studying the 
impact of the algae blooms before releasing an updated report on Lake Erie next spring. 

The agency more than a year ago said in a report on the lake that the U.S. and Canada should 
crack down on sources of phosphorus runoffblamed for the rise in harmful algae blooms. 
Those blooms produce the kind of toxins that contaminated the drinking water for more than 
400,000 people in northwestern Ohio and southeastern Michigan last August. 

Figuring out how to control the blooms has taken on a greater urgency since Toledo was 
forced to issue a do-not-drink order to residents that lasted just over two days. 

Chevrolet supports grassland preservation program 

By John Flesher 

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (AP)- Chevrolet has become the first corporate participant in a 
public-private initiative that pays farmers not to convert natural prairie to large-scale crop 
production, which would release gases that are warming the planet, officials said Monday. 

The automaker, a division of General Motors, said it has bought more than 39,000 metric 
tons of carbon credits from North Dakota ranchers in the prairie pothole region, a broad 
expanse of grasslands and wetlands reaching across the northern Great Plains and parts of 
Canada. 

"The amount of carbon dioxide removed from our atmosphere by Chevrolet's purchase of 
carbon credits equals the amount that would be reduced by taking 5,000 cars off the road," 
U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said. 

Grasslands store huge volumes of carbon dioxide, one of the gases most responsible for 
climate change. Tilling the soil for agriculture releases the gases into the atmosphere. 
Preserving grasslands keeps carbon bottled up and preserves habitat for waterfowl and other 
wildlife. 

Scientists study stormwater, deadly to salmon 

By Phuong Le 
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POULSBO, Wash. (AP)- Just hours into the experiment, the prognosis was grim for 
salmon that had been submerged in rain runoff collected from one of Seattle's busiest 
highways. One by one, the fish were removed from a tank filled with coffee-colored water 
and inspected: They were rigid. Their typically red gills were gray. 

"He's way dead," David Baldwin, a research zoologist with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration's Northwest Fisheries Science Center, declared at the four-hour 
mark. 

This was the fate of coho salmon exposed to the everyday toxic brew of dirt, metals, oil and 
other gunk that washes off highway pavement after rains, and directly into Puget Sound. 

When that runoff was filtered through a simple mixture of gravel, sand and compost, 
however, the outlook was much brighter. Salmon exposed to treated water were healthy and 
responsive, even after 24 hours. 

lraqi-Kurdish oil deal falls short of solutions 

By Vivian Salama and Bram Jenssen 

IRBIL, Iraq (AP)- Goran Mohammed had just completed his second year of university in 
the northern Iraqi city of Irbil when he dropped out to help his father run the family grocery 
store. When that still didn't earn the family enough money, the 19 year old was forced to take 
a second job as a taxi driver. 

"I would prefer to stay in school or go fight (against the Islamic State group) with the 
peshmerga, but my family needs every penny," he said. 

Mohammed's difficulties reflect that of his region, where the semi-autonomous Kurdish 
Regional Government has struggled to stabilize the local economy in the face of a militant 
onslaught and an expensive financial dispute with the Iraqi central government in Baghdad, 
which, in part, involves oil. 

Negotiations between the two sides yielded some progress Thursday after Baghdad agreed to 
release $500 million in frozen budget payments. In return, the Kurds will provide 150,000 
barrels of oil per day for Baghdad to sell. The dispute, which resulted in a freeze on 
payments of Kurdistan's share of the national budget, has had a significant impact on Kurds 
living in the north- many of whom have not received salaries in months. 

But while the cash infusion may provide temporary relief, many here say it is nowhere near 
enough to stabilize the Kurdish economy amid the Islamic State group insurgency, which has 
driven more than 1 million people to seek refuge in northern Iraq. 
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President: Oil firm probe could change Brazil 

By The Associated Press 

SAO PAULO (AP)- The investigation into kickbacks at Brazil's state oil company could 
forever change the relationship among society and the country's state and private companies, 
President Dilma Rousseff said Sunday. 

Rousseff spoke to mostly Brazilian reporters at a news conference in Brisbane, Australia, 
where a two-day summit with world leaders was ending. Her office posted a video of her 
comments online. 

The president says the probe of the oil firm Petrobras signaled "an end to impunity" in 
corruption cases. 

Authorities allege top Petrobras officials operated a kickback scheme on contracts involving 
several billion dollars, with the money later going back to the governing Workers Party and 
other top parties for political campaigns. 

Police on Friday arrested Renato Duque, the former director of services of Petrobras, for his 
alleged role in the scheme. 

Keystone heads to Senate and possible veto showdown 

Click here to read the brief 

Baker Hughes buy to cost Halliburton $34.6 billion 

In a deal worth $34.6 billion in cash and stock, the No.2 two oilfield services company 
Halliburton says it will take over smaller competitor Baker Hughes, Reuters reports. 

Halliburton-Saker Hughes deal could face antitrust obstacles 
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On paper, the figures for a potential Halliburton takeover of Baker Hughes may look 
positive, but uniting the two oilfield services giants could face challenges from antitrust 
regulators, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Oil slides on Japan data 

News that Japan has fallen into a recession sent oil prices tumbling once again early Monday. 
West Texas Intermediate crude for December delivery dropped $1.11 to $74.71 a barrel in 
electronic trading on the Nymex, while in London Brent crude was 77 cents lower at $78.67, 
Bloomberg reports. 

Low oil prices hand OPEC big challenge ahead of tough meeting 

OPEC's meeting this month is expected to be one of its toughest, as falling oil prices -
unlikely to reverse without a production cut-- test the bloc's unity, The Wall Street Journal 
reports. 

lnhofe predicted to reprise climate challenge 

Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla., is expected to renew his challenge of climate science when he 
resumes his post as chair of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, The Hill 
reports. 

Toyota sees future in fuel cell car 

Toyota is calling its new fuel cell car Mirai- which means future in Japanese- and says the 
sedan should be able to travel300 miles on a tank of hydrogen, Bloomberg reports. 

Energy boom boosting Philadelphia 

Philadelphia- near the extensive Marcellus Shale gas fields and with railroads that have 
potential to handle substantial quantities of oil from North Dakota's Bakken Shale- could 
become a major East Coast energy hub, CNBC reports. 

Opposition still dimming hopes for Iran nuclear pact 
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Skepticism from lawmakers domestically and allies internationally could block President 
Obama's hoped-for nuclear deal with Iran, The New York Times reports. 

More French energy sales likely 

The French government is prepared to sell more of its stake in energy companies like EDF 
and GDF Suez as long as it can retain influence over them, Energy Minister Segolene Royal 
said in a television interview, Reuters reports. 

Environmentalists battle Spanish land selloff 

Renewed moves by the Spanish government to sell off public land to developers are being 
fought by environmentalists, The New York Times reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Nov. 17, Washington: NRC Chairman Allison Macfarlane delivers address on her 
tenure before stepping down at the end of the year. 1:00pm , National Press Club. 

o Nov. 17, Washington: ANGA President Marty Durbin holds media teleconference to 
discuss 2015 natural gas issues outlook. 11:00 am, by teleconference. 
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US to pledge $3B to help poor nations with warming 

Can low oil prices be good for the environment? 

US rig count up 3 to 1,928 

Landrieu faces lopsided air war in Louisiana 

Iraqi forces drive IS from refinery town of Beiji 

Petition filed to protect Yellowstone bison 

Hagel orders top-to-bottom changes in nuke force 

Energy Department grants final approval for Freeport LNG exports 

lEA warns falling prices to continue without output cut 

Brent, WTI rise on growing OPEC pressure 

Continental's Hamm says Keystone XL 'not relevant' 

Analysts: Halliburton's merger attempt could prompt bidding war for Baker 
Hughes 

Kerry launches Senate diplomacy to build support for China pact 

Exxon Mobil says it didn't try to hide Pegasus documents 
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JPMorgan to pay $40M to settle Eagle Ford royalty suit 

Putin: Russia prepared to endure 'catastrophic' oil decline 

Auto supplier says fuel cells viable for consumers by 2025 

DOE to invest $425M in supercomputers at labs 

Upcoming Events 

US to pledge $38 to help poor nations with warming 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The United States is giving $3 billion to a United Nations fund to 
help poorer vulnerable countries prepare for a changing climate and develop cleaner energy. 

President Barack Obama will announce the contribution at meeting of world leaders in 
Australia, the administration said. 

The United Nations is trying to raise at least $10 billion for its Green Climate Fund to help 
developing nations adjust to rising seas, warmer temperatures, and more extreme weather. It 
also would help the nations come up with energy sources that limit or reduce heat-trapping 
carbon dioxide emissions from coal, oil and gas. 

The American pledge would be the biggest to date and would double contributions to $6 
billion, according to international environmental groups. France has promised $1 billion, 
with Germany pledging nearly as much. Sweden, the Netherlands, and Switzerland have all 
pledged at least $100 million, while Denmark, Norway, Mexico, Luxembourg, Czech 
Republic, and Indonesia have pledged lesser amounts, according to officials at Oxfam 
America. 

Can low oil prices be good for the environment? 

By Jonathan Fahey 

NEW YORK (AP)- Deepwater drilling rigs are sitting idle. Fracking plans are being scaled 
back. Enormous new projects to squeeze oil out of the tar sands of Canada are being shelved. 

Maybe low oil prices aren't so bad for the environment after all. 

The global price of oil has plummeted 31 percent in just five months, a steep and surprising 
drop after a four-year period of prices near or above $100 a barrel. 
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Not long ago a drop of that magnitude would have hit the environmental community like a 
gut-punch. The lower the price of fossil fuels, the argument went, the less incentive there 
would be to develop and use cleaner alternatives like batteries or advanced biofuels. 

US rig count up 3 to 1 ,928 

HOUSTON (AP)- Oilfield services company Baker Hughes Inc. says the number of rigs 
exploring for oil and natural gas in the U.S. rose by three this week to 1,928. 

The Houston firm said Friday in its weekly report that 1,578 rigs were exploring for oil and 
350 for gas. A year ago there were 1,762 active rigs. 

Of the major oil- and gas-producing states, Ohio gained five rigs and New Mexico increased 
by three. Alaska, California, Louisiana, Utah, West Virginia and Wyoming each gained one. 

Texas declined by four, Pennsylvania was down three and Kansas and Oklahoma dropped 
one apiece. 

Landrieu faces lopsided air war in Louisiana 

By Melinda Deslatte and Philip Elliott 

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP)- Republican Senate contender Bill Cassidy and his 
conservative allies have overshadowed endangered Democratic Sen. Mary Landrieu by 
roughly a 180-to-1 margin on television since their campaign went into overtime, according 
to an analysis released Friday. 

It was a reverse from earlier in the campaign, when Landrieu blanketed the airwaves and 
conservatives held onto their cash, expecting to spend it during the extra-innings campaign. 

Both Cassidy, a third-term Republican congressman, and Landrieu failed to win more than 
50 percent of the vote in a crowded field during Nov. 4's first round of voting. That forced a 
Dec. 6 runoff where spending on advertising has been focused on the GOP ousting the 18-
year Senate veteran. 

Republicans rushed to the air immediately when it was clear a runoff was coming. Landrieu 
hobbled onto the air four days later, but at a tiny fraction of what voters were seeing from 
conservatives. 
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Iraqi forces drive IS from refinery town of Beiji 

By Hamza Hendawi 

BAGHDAD (AP)- Iraqi government forces on Friday drove Islamic State militants out 
from their remaining strongholds inside the oil refinery town ofBeiji, two security official 
said, in a key victory over the terror group that has captured much of northern and western 
Iraq in a stunning summer offensive. 

The Iraqi troops, backed by allied Sunni militiamen, also lifted the Islamic State group's 
siege of the oil refinery, Iraq's largest, and hoisted Iraq's red, white and black flags atop the 
sprawling complex hosting the facility. 

Reached by telephone in Beiji, the officials said the army used loudspeakers to warn the 
small number of residents still holed up in the town to stay indoors while bomb squads 
detonated booby-trapped houses and remaining bombs planted on the roads. The officials 
spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak to the media. 

State Iraqi television also reported the "liberation of Beiji," quoting the top army commander 
there, Gen. Abdul-Wahab al-Saadi. 

Petition filed to protect Yellowstone bison 

By The Associated Press 

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP)- Wildlife advocates have filed a formal petition seeking federal 
protections for Yellowstone National Park's wild bison herds. 

Western Watersheds Project and the Buffalo Field Campaign said in Thursday's petition that 
the park's roughly 4,900 bison, or buffalo, are unique from other bison that have been bred 
with cattle. 

They say the Yellowstone animals face numerous threats. That includes a capture and 
slaughter program that has killed more than 3,600 bison since 2000 to prevent the spread of a 
disease carried by many bison. 

The groups requested an initial ruling within 90 days from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. The Fish and Wildlife Service rejected previous petitions to protect bison as a 
threatened or endangered species in 2007 and 2011. 
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Hagel orders top-to-bottom changes in nuke force 

By Robert Burns and Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel ordered top-to-bottom changes in 
the management of the nation's nuclear arsenal Friday, saying a lack of sustained attention 
and investment in the force caused it to "slowly back downhill." 

Speaking to Pentagon reporters, he said the Defense Department will boost spending on the 
nuclear forces by about 10 percent a year for the next five years -- an increase of nearly $10 
billion -- adding there is no problem on this issue the Pentagon can't fix. 

"The internal and external reviews I ordered show that a consistent lack of investment and 
support for our nuclear forces over far too many years has left us with too little margin to 
cope with mounting stresses," said Hagel, who was flanked by senior Air Force and Navy 
officers. "The root cause has been a lack of sustained focus, attention, and resources, 
resulting in a pervasive sense that a career in the nuclear enterprise offers too few 
opportunities for growth and advancement." 

Hagel ordered two reviews in February- one by Pentagon officials and a second by outside 
experts - as a result of a series of Associated Press stories that revealed lapses in leadership, 
morale, safety and security at the nation's three nuclear Air Force bases. 

Energy Department grants final approval for Freeport LNG exports 

The Energy Department has cleared two final export approvals for Freeport LNG's liquefied 
natural gas project in Quintana Island, Texas, allowing the company to ship up to 1.8 billion 
cubic feet per day to non-free trade agreement nations, Reuters reports. 

lEA warns falling prices to continue without output cut 

The International Energy Agency projected in its monthly oil report that oil prices would 
continue to fall in the first half of 2015 without action to cut global output, The Wall Street 
Journal reports. 

Brent, WTI rise on growing OPEC pressure 

As speculation increased that OPEC would act to reduce output to support oil prices, Brent 
crude rose $1.92 to end at $79.41 a barrel and West Texas Intermediate posted its biggest 
gain since September, rising $1.61 to close at $75.82 a barrel, Bloomberg reports. 
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Continental's Hamm says Keystone XL 'not relevant' 

Continental Resources CEO Harold Hamm told Politico that the Keystone XL pipeline is 
"not relevant" due to new pipelines and criticized Congress for wasting time on the project 
instead of moving on other pro-energy legislation like ending the crude oil export ban. 

Analysts: Halliburton's merger attempt could prompt bidding war for 
Baker Hughes 

Oil industry analysts said news that Halliburton is in talks to acquire Baker Hughes could 
spark other oilfield services companies including Schlumberger, GE and Siemens to make 
bids and spark a bidding war over the company, FuelFix reports. 

Kerry launches Senate diplomacy to build support for China pact 

Secretary of State John Kerry has made calls to former colleagues Sens. Bob Corker, R
Tenn., Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., to build support for the Obama 
administration's climate pact with China, National Journal reports. 

Exxon Mobil says it didn't try to hide Pegasus documents 

Exxon Mobil Corp. rejected allegations from plaintiffs suing the company for last year's 
Pegasus pipeline spill in Mayflower, Ark., saying it didn't mark documents about pipeline 
maintenance as confidential, The Associated Press reports. 

JPMorgan to pay $40M to settle Eagle Ford royalty suit 

JPMorgan Chase has agreed to pay Eagle Ford mineral rights' holders represented by the 
South Trust Syndicate Trust about $40 million to settle a suit alleging the bank cut mineral 
rights deals with its commercial clients, a plaintiff tells the San Antonio Express-News. 

Putin: Russia prepared to endure 'catastrophic' oil decline 

Russian President Vladimir Putin said the country is readying for a "catastrophic" decline in 
the price of oil, but its reserves of more than $400 billion will allow Russia to endure, 
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Bloomberg reports. 

Auto supplier says fuel cells viable for consumers by 2025 

A senior executive at auto industry supplier Robert Bosch said fuel-cell technology is 
quickly becoming more affordable and projected that fuel-cell vehicles would be 
commercially competitive by 2025, Reuters reports. 

DOE to invest $425M in supercomputers at labs 

Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz announced the department would spend a total of $425 
million on supercomputer technology at DOE labs, including $325 for computers at the Oak 
Ridge and Lawrence Livermore labs and $100 million to fund faster computers, The Hill 
reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Nov. 14, Washington: House Foreign Affairs Africa, Global Health, Global Human 
Rights, and International Organizations Subcommittee hearing, "The Future of Energy 
in Africa." State Department, USAID, Energy Department officials to testify. 12:00 pm 
, Rayburn 2172. 

o Nov. 17, Washington: NRC Chairman Allison Macfarlane delivers address on her 
tenure before stepping down at the end of the year. 1:00pm , National Press Club. 

o Nov. 17, Washington: ANGA President Marty Durbin holds media teleconference to 
discuss 2015 natural gas issues outlook. 11:00 am, by teleconference. 
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Ex-CEO of mine that blew up, killing 29, indicted 

Report: Halliburton in talks to buy Baker Hughes 

Fracking accident kills 1, injures 2 in Colorado 

China must change economy to meet climate targets 

House speaker, next Senate leader natural allies 

Obama and other leaders wrap up Asia summit 

Berkshire buying Duracell from P&G in $3B deal 
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Yellen says Fed must focus on globalization 

Energy Department loan guarantee program in the black 

Venezuela, Iran on OPEC tour to press oil price response 

Brent, WTI continue slide to four-year lows 

White House: China deal highlights Obama's willingness to act 

Microsoft overtakes Exxon as second-largest company 

Study: Some additives in tracking fluid also in ice cream, toothpaste 

Lawver says condensate exports without approval may become norm 

Court tells Shell preemptive lawsuits against green groups unconstitutional 

Halliburton launches 'war room' to track sand for tracking 

Interior IG launches probe into VIP use of Grand Teton lodge 

Report says energy jobs driving recovery 

Mexico's Pemex signs $108 credit lign with Chinese bank 

Upcoming Events 

Ex-CEO of mine that blew up, killing 29, indicted 

By John Raby 

CHARLESTON, West Virginia (AP)- The former CEO who oversaw the West Virginia 
mine that exploded in 2010, killing 29 people, was indicted Thursday on federal charges 
related to a mine safety investigation that followed the blast. 

U.S. Attorney Booth Goodwin said a federal grand jury indicted former Massey Energy CEO 
Don Blankenship on charges that include conspiracy to violate mandatory federal mine 
safety and health standards, conspiracy to impede federal mine safety officials, making false 
statements to the Securities and Exchange Commission and securities fraud. 

Blankenship could face up to 31 years in prison if convicted. 
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The indictment alleges Blankenship conspired to violate mine safety and health standards at 
the Upper Big Branch Mine from January 2008 until April2010, when an explosion at killed 
29 coal miners. 

Fracking accident kills 1, injures 2 in Colorado 

By The Associated Press 

GREELEY, Colo. (AP)- An accident at a hydraulic fracturing site in northern Colorado 
killed one worker and seriously injured two others Thursday, authorities said. 

The three men were trying to heat a frozen high-pressure water line at the oil or gas well site 
when it ruptured, Weld County sheriffs Sgt. Sean Standridge said. One man was hit by a 
stream of water or fracking fluid and died from the impact. 

The accident happened near Mead, about 35 miles north of Denver, on the fourth straight day 
of frigid weather in the region. 

"The pipe was frozen and they were trying to heat it up to get it flowing again," Standridge 
said. The injured men were flown to hospitals, he said. 
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China must change economy to meet climate 
targets 

By Jack Chang 

BEIJING (AP)- Chinese leaders pledged for the first time to cap the country's decades
long growth of greenhouse gas emissions. Since China emits more carbon and other heat
trapping gases than any other country, the pledge boosted global efforts to prevent 
catastrophic climate change. Fulfilling its pledge, however, will require China to transform a 
booming economy that still largely depends on polluting industries such as steel production 
and manufacturing. Yet the country has important advantages, having already developed 
enormous capacities for solar, wind and other renewable energy sources. 

WHAT CHINA HAS PLEDGED: 

China pledged to halt the growth in its greenhouse gas emissions around 2030 or earlier if 
possible. It didn't, however, specify a peak emissions level. It said it would produce a fifth of 
its total energy from non-fossil fuel sources, including nuclear energy, by 2030. That would 
double the current share of non-fossil fuels in the country's energy mix. 

China accounts for about 30 percent of global emissions and releases double the amount of 
greenhouse gases than the United States, the world's second-biggest emitter. U.S. 
government estimates show China doubling its emissions by 2040 without major changes. 

House speaker, next Senate leader natural allies 

By Erica Werner 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Kentucky Sen. Mitch McConnell joined House Speaker John 
Boehner of Ohio on Thursday at the pinnacle of the congressional and Republican power 
structures in Washington- two establishment deal-cutters, each on occasion frustrated by 
the other's inability to rein in their party's most zealous ideologues. 

The pair, formally selected Thursday to lead their party's new majority control of Congress, 
will be charged with guiding Republicans on Capitol Hill for the final two years of President 
Barack Obama's presidency. Their success or failure could determine whether the GOP can 
take back the White House in 2016. 

McConnell, 72, is taciturn and rarely cracks a smile. "Why don't you get a life?" he joked to 
photographers trying to snap photos of him after he was unanimously chosen by his Senate 
GOP colleagues Thursday to serve as the new majority leader starting in January. 
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Boehner, 64, is gregarious, chain-smoking, perpetually tan and fanatical about golf, which 
McConnell does not play. 

Obama and other leaders wrap up Asia summit 

By Esther Htusan 

NA YPYITA W, Myanmar (AP)- U.S. President Barack Obama and other world leaders 
who gathered in Myanmar to discuss issues ranging from rival claims over the South China 
Sea to threats posed by the Ebola virus offered tepid expressions of concern Thursday and no 
firm commitments. 

But some experts still say it was more than just a talk-shop. 

While agendas and the outcomes are usually reached months in advance, Panithan 
Wattanayagorn, a professor at Bangkok's Chulalongkorn University, said such meetings 
"allow heads of state to meet directly and exchange ideas, to prioritize and reflect on them." 

Much of it is about showing unity," he said, and building trust. 

Berkshire buying Duracell from P&G in $38 deal 

By Josh Funk and Michelle Chapman 

OMAHA, Neb. (AP)- Warren Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway is buying the Duracell battery 
business from Procter & Gamble Co. in a deal valued at approximately $3 billion. 

P&G, the world's biggest consumer products maker, had announced last month that it wanted 
to make Duracell a stand-alone company. P&G, which acquired Duracell in 2005, said at the 
time that it preferred a spinoff ofDuracell, but that it was considering a sale or other options. 

The sale ofDuracell to Omaha, Nebraska-based Berkshire Hathaway Inc. turned out to be 
slightly different from P&G's initial plans. 

P&G will receive shares of its own stock that are currently held by Berkshire Hathaway. 
Those shares are currently valued at about $4.7 billion. Offsetting part of that price, P&G 
will contribute about $1.7 billion to the Duracell business before the deal closes. 
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Yellen says Fed must focus on globalization 

By Martin Crutsinger 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The growing globalization of financial markets requires the 
Federal Reserve to understand how economic developments in other nations may affect the 
U.S. economy, Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen said Thursday. 

Yellen said the Fed needs better insights into things such as global capital flows to achieve 
its domestic objectives of maximum employment and price stability. 

"Fulfilling these objectives requires us to achieve a deep understanding of how evolving 
developments in financial markets and economies around the world affect the U.S. economy 
and also how U.S. policy actions affect economic and financial developments overseas," she 
said to participants at a Washington conference. 

Yellen's remarks came at the start of a two-day conference sponsored by the Fed, the 
European Central Bank and the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. She did not discuss 
monetary policy or the current state of the U.S. economy. 

The future of energy 

Click here to read the brief 

Energy Department loan guarantee program in the black 

The Energy Department said in a report that its Loan Programs Office has brought in $810 
million in interest payments as of September, wiping out $780 million in losses after some 
recipients including Solyndra went bankrupt, Reuters reports. 

Venezuela, Iran on OPEC tour to press oil price response 

Venezuelan Foreign Minister Rafael Ramirez and Iran's Oil Minister Bij an Zanganeh are 
traveling to several other OPEC countries in an effort to build support for a change in output 
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to help stabilize falling oil prices, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Brent, WTI continue slide to four-year lows 

Both West Texas Intermediate and Brent cmde fell to four-year lows on signs that OPEC is 
still reluctant to reduce output, with WTI falling $2.97 to $74.21 a barrel and Brent dropping 
$2.46 to close at $77.92, Bloomberg reports. 

White House: China deal highlights Obama's willingness to act 

White House Press Secretary Josh Earnest said President Obama's move to reach a climate 
deal with China highlights his willingness to use the executive branch to "take action that 
would benefit the American people," Politico reports. 

Microsoft overtakes Exxon as second-largest company 

A long-term decline in oil prices and a nearly $50 billion cut in market value has allowed 
Microsoft Corp. to surpass Exxon Mobil as the world's second-largest company behind 
Apple, Bloomberg reports. 

Study: Some additives in tracking fluid also in ice cream, toothpaste 

A study of a component of hydraulic fracturing fluid, conducted by researchers at the 
University of Colorado at Boulder, found chemicals commonly found in toothpaste and ice 
cream, The Washington Post reports. 

Lawver says condensate exports without approval may become norm 

Jacob Dweck, a lawyer who helped Enterprise Products Partners get processed condensate 
classified as a petroleum product for export, tells Bloomberg he expects many companies 
will follow BHP Billiton's lead next year and export condensate without explicit government 
approvaL 

Court tells Shell preemptive lawsuits against green groups 
unconstitutional 
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A federal appeals court ruled unconstitutional Shell's attempt in 2012 to preemptively sue a 
number of environmental groups to block them from filing lawsuits against the company for 
its Arctic drilling plans, The Los Angeles Times reports. 

Halliburton launches 'war room' to track sand for tracking 

Halliburton Co. has launched a new "war room" designed to track shipments of sand used in 
hydraulic fracturing in an effort to ensure consistent deliveries to drilling sites, The Wall 
Street Journal reports. 

Interior IG launches probe into VIP use of Grand Teton lodge 

The Interior Department's inspector general has launched a probe into the use of a vacation 
lodge in Wyoming's Grand Teton National Park by Obama administration officials, telling 
the National Park Service to stop its investigation last week, E&E reports. 

Report says energy jobs driving recovery 

The Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council said in a report that job creation in the oil 
and gas industry has driven U.S. economic recovery, adding 293,000 jobs from 2005 to 2012 
as other industries eliminated jobs, FuelFix reports. 

Mexico's Pemex signs $1 OB credit lign with Chinese bank 

Mexico's state-owned Petroleos Mexicanos has signed a $10 billion initial line of credit from 
Chinese bank ICBC for new exploration projects and offshore acquisitions, Reuters reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Nov. 13, Washington: Senate Energy and Natural Resources business meeting on 
pending bills. 3:00pm, Dirksen 366. 

o Nov. 13, Washington: Senate Environment and Public Works Committee hearing on 
nominations of Virginia T. Lodge and Ronald A. Walter to the TVA board. 11:00 am, 
Dirksen 406. 

000271 PST Deliverable00000940 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

000271 PST Deliverable00000940 



To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

G iles-AA, Cynthia [G iles-AA. Cynth ia@e pa .gov] 
EnergyGuardian 
Thur 11/13/2014 12:23:00 PM 
Hoeven, Moniz working together on LNG exports legislation 

000271 PST Deliverable00000956 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Immigration, Keystone top first day of lame duck 

Scientists: US-China pact won't slow warming much 

Report: Major federal lab misused contract funds 

California leads by example on climate change 

Next environment battle: greater sage grouse 

Remote Nevada quakes result from stretching crust 
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Earthquake shakes parts of Kansas, Oklahoma 

Tribes to receive Yellowstone bison held by Turner 

EIA says 2014 coal consumption to exceed last year's levels 

White House keeps up 'dim' view of Keystone bills 

Grijalva on track to be top Democrat on House natural resources panel 

Residents file suit against Illinois agency for tracking rules 

Survey suggests lower gas prices will boost holiday spending 

Stronger inventories seen cutting natural gas prices, EIA says 

Brent and WTI prices continue decline 

Analysts say China won't have to change much to meet goals 

NYT: Obama's deal with China could set key 2016 issue 

Dow Chemical to sell more assets over next two years 

Canadian officials, industry warn regulators of understated Bakken crude risks 

Kurdish government approves proposal to launch oil company 

Upcoming Events 

Immigration, Keystone top first day of lame duck 

By Andrew Taylor 

WASHINGTON (AP)- A political gambit by an endangered Senate Democrat broke loose 
long-stalled legislation to force approval of the Keystone XL pipeline as the lame-duck 
Congress returned to a Capitol where results of last week's GOP blowout are still sinking in. 

The move by Louisiana Sen. Mary Landrieu came as some conservatives were spoiling to 
drag must-pass spending bills into their battle with President Barack Obama over his planned 
executive action on immigration, raising at least the possibility of a government shutdown 
next month or next year. 
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Landrieu is an underdog to win a fourth term in a runoff next month with GOP Rep. Bill 
Cassidy. She's a supporter of the Canada-to-Texas pipeline but was unable to win a vote on 
it, which has been a flash point in her race. Cassidy's version recently passed the House and 
GOP leaders immediately scheduled another vote on it for Thursday. 

The Keystone XL issue was an unexpected addition to a lame-duck agenda focused on 
keeping the government running past a Dec. 11 deadline. 

Scientists: US-China pact won't slow warming much 

By Seth Borenstein 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Don't expect the landmark U.S.-China climate change agreement to 
nudge the world's rising thermostat downward much on its own, scientists say. 

While they hail it as a start, experts who study heat-trapping carbon dioxide don't see the 
deal, announced Wednesday in Beijing, making significant progress without other countries 
JOmmgm. 

The math shows that even with the agreement, the globe is still rushing toward another 2-
degree temperature rise- a level that world leaders have pledged to avoid as too dangerous. 

China, the world's No. 1 polluter, will still increase its emissions until 2030 or so, under the 
agreement. The U.S., which ranks second, promised to cut pollution from the burning of coal, 
oil and gas to levels that haven't been seen since 1969. But whatever cuts the U.S. makes will 
be swamped by the Chinese growth in pollution over the next 15 years. 

Report: Major federal lab misused contract funds 

By Susan Montoya Bryan 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP)- Managers at one of the nation's premier federal 
laboratories improperly used taxpayer funds to influence members of Congress and other 
officials as part of an effort to extend the lab's $2.4 billion management contract, the U.S. 
Department of Energy's Office of Inspector General said in a report Wednesday. 

A review of documents determined that Sandia National Laboratories formed a team and 
worked with consultants beginning in 2009 to develop a plan for securing a contract 
extension without having to go through a competitive process. 
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That plan called for lobbying Congress, trying to influence key advisers to then-Energy 
Secretary Steven Chu and reaching out to a former director of the National Nuclear Security 
Administration and former New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson, a Democrat who led the 
Energy Department under the Clinton administration. 

One consultant suggested the lab's message to decision-makers should be that competition 
was not in the best interest of the government. 

California leads by example on climate change 

By Don Thompson 

SACRAMENTO, Calif (AP)- As the U.S. and China- the world's top two polluting 
nations - tum to implementing new rules aimed at curbing climate change, the countries can 
look to the most populous U.S. state as an example of the costs and challenges of fighting 
global warming. 

California already has imposed some of the world's toughest air quality standards as it moves 
aggressively to lower emissions. 

The state's cap-and-trade program, launched nearly three years ago, offers one of the few real· 
world laboratories on how to reduce carbon emissions. The state has opted to impose extra 
costs on businesses that emit pollutants. 

Next year, the program will be expanded to include companies that produce gasoline and 
other fuels, prompting predictions that consumers will see a spike in prices to cover the costs. 

Next environment battle: greater sage grouse 

By Dan Elliott 

DENVER (AP)- Federal officials say their decision to protect dwindling Gunnison sage 
grouse populations in Colorado and Utah has no bearing on next year's highly anticipated 
ruling on the far more widespread greater sage grouse -but advocates on both sides already 
are placing their bets. 

"I think that this does not bode well for the greater sage grouse," said Amy Atwood, an 
attorney for the Center for Biological Diversity. Atwood said she hopes the greater sage 
grouse will be protected, but she fears the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will succumb to 
pressure from industries that oppose the land-use restrictions that such protection would 
bring. 
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Rep. Doc Hastings, the Republican chairman of the House Natural Resources Committee, 
came to the opposite conclusion. Hastings called the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's 
decision, announced Wednesday, to protect Gunnison grouse drastic and wrong. He said it 
"foreshadows the intentions of the Obama administration" as it considers protections for 
greater sage grouse in portions of 11 Western states. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service's announcement that it was designating the Gunnison sage 
grouse a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act means that it could impose 
limits on oil and gas drilling and other activities, although officials say the potential for 
energy development in the Gunnison grouse range is limited. About 2,200 square miles will 
be labeled as critical habitat for the Gunnison grouse. Federal officials decided to protect the 
Gunnison sage grouse as a "threatened" species, a less restrictive category than 
"endangered." 

Remote Nevada quakes result from stretching crust 

By Jeff Barnard 

GRANTS PASS, Ore. (AP)- Scientists say a swarm of earthquakes since July in the remote 
desert linking Oregon, California and Nevada can be traced to the constant stretching of the 
Earth's crust. 

The Sierra Nevada is moving northwest about a half-inch a year, leaving gaps in Nevada's 
northwestern comer, where one fault has produced hundreds of small quakes, Glenn Biasi of 
the University ofNevada Seismological Laboratory said Wednesday. 

Similar swarms beneath populated areas have culminated in quakes in the magnitude 5.0 
range that have cracked walls and toppled chimneys. However, the desert swarm is so remote 
that damage is unlikely. 

The swarm has generated more than 800 tremors that registered on seismographs but were 
rarely felt by people. The two biggest shakers came last week and were measured at 
magnitude 4.7. 

Earthquake shakes parts of Kansas, Oklahoma 

By The Associated Press 

CONWAY SPRINGS, Kan. (AP)- An earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 4.8 
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shook parts of Kansas and Oklahoma on Wednesday, the largest since a series of temblors 
began rattling Kansas a little more than a year ago. 

The quake's epicenter was near the town of Conway Springs, about 25 miles southwest of 
Wichita, according to the U.S. Geological Survey said. It came at 3:40p.m., less than a day 
after a magnitude 2.6 earthquake was recorded near the southern Kansas town of Anthony. 

Kansas Emergency Management spokeswoman Sharon Watson said the only reported 
damage was from an uprooted tree that cracked a home's foundation. No damage was 
reported in Oklahoma, said Keli Cain, a spokeswoman at the state's Department of 
Emergency Services. 

Just 15 miles from the epicenter, farmer Scott Van Allen was taking a break with a friend 
while remodeling his garage in Clearwater when the walls and ground began shaking. It was 
the first earthquake he could recall feeling. 

Tribes to receive Yellowstone bison held by Turner 

By Matthew Brown 

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP)- A group of Yellowstone National Park bison is due to finally 
arrive at a permanent home on a northeastern Montana American Indian reservation on 
Thursday, almost a decade after they were captured and spared from slaughter. 

About 100 of the 138 animals were loaded onto tmcks late Wednesday to travel overnight to 
the Fort Peck Indian Reservation, home to the Assiniboine and Sioux tribes. 

All of the bison were set to make the trip Wednesday, but one of the tmcks broke down. The 
remaining bison will begin their journey Thursday. 

The small herd will help tribal members regain a connection to an animal that helped shaped 
their ancestors' nomadic existence, tribal officials said. 

The future of energy 
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Click here to read the brief 

EIA says 2014 coal consumption to exceed last year's levels 

The Energy Information Administration projected that rising natural gas prices and greater 
electricity demand would boost U.S. coal consumption to 936 million short tons this year, an 
increase of 1.2 percent from last year, Platts reports. 

White House keeps up 'dim' view of Keystone bills 

White House Press Secretary Josh Earnest said President Obama maintains his "dim view" of 
efforts to approve the Keystone XL pipeline through legislation after both the House and 
Senate made plans to vote on bills to approve the project, Reuters reports. 

Grijalva on track to be top Democrat on House natural resources 
panel 

Rep. Raul Grijalva, D-Ariz., is poised to be the ranking Democrat on the House Natural 
Resources Committee in the next Congress after Rep. Grace Napolitano opted against a bid 
for the seat, The Hill reports. 

Residents file suit against Illinois agency for tracking rules 

A group of Illinois landowners filed a lawsuit against the state's Department of Natural 
Resources over its hydraulic fracturing rules, alleging the agency didn't follow proper 
procedures in its efforts to implement the rules, The Associated Press reports. 

Survey suggests lower gas prices will boost holiday spending 

A survey from the National Association of Convenience Stores found that while two-thirds 
of Americans plan to maintain last year's holiday shopping levels, 14 percent plan to spend 
more due partly to lower gasoline prices, FuelFix reports. 

Stronger inventories seen cutting natural gas prices, EIA says 

The Energy Information Administration projected that natural gas prices would stay 
relatively low this winter if normal forecasts hold, based on stronger-than-expected 
inventories, Platts reports. 
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Brent and WTI prices continue decline 

Brent crude for December, which expires today, fell as low as $79.35 a barrel in London as 
the most active January contract fell 60 cents to $80.52. West Texas Intermediate for 
December extended losses, falling 47 cents to $76.71 in electronic trading, Bloomberg 
reports. 

Analysts say China won't have to change much to meet goals 

Environmental watchdogs and analysts say that China won't have to make significant 
changes in policy to meet its climate deal with the U.S., as current government policy has 
already pushed for increased renewable energy use and pollution controls, The Wall Street 
Journal reports. 

NYT: Obama's deal with China could set key 2016 issue 

The New York Times speculates that President Obama's climate deal with China and 
Republicans' negative response indicate climate change will be a key issue in the 2016 
presidential campaign, as the plan's fate likely lies with Obama's successor. 

Dow Chemical to sell more assets over next two years 

Dow Chemical CEO Andrew Liveris said the company plans to sell off between $4.5 and $6 
billion in assets by the end of2015 and divest as much as $8.5 billion by mid-2016 in an 
effort to streamline the company's business model, FuelFix reports. 

Canadian officials, industry warn regulators of understated Bakken 
crude risks 

Canadian and oil industry officials have warned the North Dakota Industrial Commission not 
to understate the risks of shipping Bakken crude by rail as the agency prepares to rule on 
whether or not producers must strip the oil of volatile gases ahead of shipping, The Wall 
Street Journal reports. 

Kurdish government approves proposal to launch oil company 
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The Kurdistan Regional Government's cabinet approved a bill that would have the semi
autonomous region set up an oil and gas company and sovereign wealth fund for revenue 
completely separate from Iraq's central government, Bloomberg reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Nov. 13, Washington: Senate Energy and Natural Resources business meeting on 
pending bills. 3:00pm, Dirksen 366. 

o Nov. 13, Washington: Senate Environment and Public Works Committee hearing on 
nominations of Virginia T. Lodge and Ronald A. Walter to the TVA board. 11:00 am, 
Dirksen 406. 
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McCarthy says climate target 'achievable' without Congress 

US-China climate deal aims to prod others to act 
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New GOP senators show moderated, cooperative tone 

Gas to average under $3 in 2015, government says 

Senators warn sanctions if Iran deal unacceptable 

Gunnison sage grouse gets federal protection 

21 trapped miners confirmed dead in China 

Boehner: U.S.-China deal part of a 'crusade' against reliable energy 

Democrats, greens keep eye out for environmental riders in lame duck bills 

EIA: LNG exports could boost growth but raise consumer prices 

Pew survey sees declining support for tracking, Keystone XL 

Brent dips below $80 for first time since 2010, WTI falls 

Saudi output hit seven-month low in October, as OPEC production fell 

OPEC projects lower market share next year 

Report: China hacked NOAA weather systems 

Chamber leads business groups against EPA water proposal 

Court: Occidental and contractor not liable for 1998 bombing 

Climate agreement puts pressure on Australia 

FWS adds coral species to protected list 

lEA head says nuclear power to be concentrated in fewer countries 

Phillips 66 to sell Malaysian refining stake for $635M 

Upcoming Events 

US-China climate deal aims to prod others to act 

By Josh Lederman 
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McCarthy says climate target 'achievable' without 
Congress 

By Edward Felker 

The new U.S. greenhouse gas emissions reduction target announced by President Barack 
Obama in a deal with China can be achieved through executive actions and voluntary action 
by states and the business sector, the head of the Environmental Protection Agency said on 
Wednesday. 

As Republicans on Capitol Hill continued to blast the target, EPA Administrator Gina 
McCarthy told reporters that Obama won't rely on Congress to reach the 2025 target of a 26-
percent to 28-percent reduction, compared to 2005 amounts. 

Rather, McCarthy said Obama will complete carbon reduction proposals already in the 
works, and tum to "other tools and initiatives that could be keyed up and brought to fruition" 
by the executive branch to meet the emissions reduction goal. 

McCarthy declined to outline new initiatives under discussion, however. Obama will, at a 
minimum, move to tamp down U.S. methane leaks and complete his announced power plant 
and vehicle emissions cuts under his Climate Action Plan, she said. 

She stressed that the administration is looking for some of the cuts to come from outside 
those required by government regulations. 

"So, we have lots of opportunities beyond the four comers of the Climate Action Plan to 
continue to address climate in an aggressive and achievable way, and that's what went into 
this target," McCarthy said. 

Her comments came the day after Obama announced the plan at a summit meeting with 
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Chinese President Xi Jinping, who pledged to level off his country's growing carbon 
emissions by 2030 and raise its share of energy generation from renewable sources to 20 
percent. 

The deal was portrayed by the administration and environmental groups as a key step toward 
completing a new United Nations post-2020 global climate accord in Paris late next year. 

McCarthy declined to respond directly to Republican criticism, saying only that Obama is 
"utilizing his executive authority as appropriate" and that the administration still believes that 
reenhouse as cuts can be achieved without slowin down the econom . 

US-China climate deal aims to prod others to act 

By Josh Lederman 

BEIJING (AP)- A groundbreaking agreement struck Wednesday by the United States and 
China puts the world's two worst polluters on a faster track to curbing the heat-trapping gases 
blamed for global warming. With the clock ticking on a worldwide climate treaty, the two 
countries sought to move beyond their troubled history as environmental adversaries and 
spur other nations. 

The U.S., a chief proponent of the prospective treaty, is setting an ambitious new goal to stop 
pumping as much carbon dioxide into the air through the burning of coal, oil and gas. China, 
whose appetite for cheap energy has grown along with its burgeoning economy, agreed for 
the first time to a self-imposed deadline of 2030 for when its emissions will top out. 

Yet it wasn't clear how either the U.S. or China would meet their goals, or whether China's 
growing emissions until2030 would negate any reductions in the U.S. 

Still, the dual announcements from President Barack Obama and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, unveiled Wednesday in Beijing, came as a shock to environmentalists who had 
pined for such action but suspected China's reluctance and Obama's weakened political 
standing might interfere. In Washington, Republicans were equally taken aback, accusing 
Obama of saddling future presidents with an unrealistic burden. 

New GOP senators show moderated, cooperative 
tone 

By Charles Babington 

WASHINGTON (AP)- New Republican senators who sometimes breathed tea-party fire as 
candidates are adopting a more moderate tone as they enter Congress. 
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A few of the 11 incoming GOP senators- the number could reach 12- may still opt to 
battle party leaders, as some tea party-backed House Republicans have done. Thus far, 
however, they seem willing to cool their earlier rhetoric and work with senior colleagues to 
push a conservative mainstream agenda while confronting President Barack Obama. 

Some who took hard-right positions on reproductive rights, for instance, have de-emphasized 
or abandoned those stands. Some who picked early fights with party leaders have made peace 
as the GOP prepares to take control of the Senate in January. 

They are "a great new bunch" who will help "make the place function again," a beaming 
Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell said Wednesday as he welcomed the senators
elect to his Capitol office. 

Gas to average under $3 in 2015, government says 

By Jonathan Fahey 

NEW YORK (AP)- The average price of gasoline will be below $3 a gallon in 2015, the 
Energy Department predicted Wednesday. If the sharply lower estimate holds true, U.S. 
consumers will save $61 billion on gas compared with this year. 

Economists say lower gasoline prices act like a tax cut, leaving more money for consumers to 
spend on other things. Consumer spending is 70 percent of the U.S. economy. 

The department's Energy Information Administration predicted in its most recent short-term 
energy outlook that drivers will pay $2.94 per gallon on average in 2015, 45 cents lower than 
this year. 

Based on expected gasoline consumption, that's a savings of $60.9 billion. 

000271 PST Deliverable00000957 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Gunnison sage grouse gets federal protection 

By Dan Elliott 

DENVER (AP)- Federal officials granted protection to the Gunnison sage grouse on 
Wednesday, a move that could bring restrictions on oil and gas drilling and other activity to 
preserve the bird's habitat in parts of Colorado and Utah. 

Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper immediately renewed the state's threat to sue to block the 
measures. He said the decision by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ignores 20 years of 
work by state and local officials to protect the bird. 

Utah officials were also critical. Some environmental groups praised the decision, while 
others said it did not go far enough. 

Fish and Wildlife Director Dan Ashe said the bird qualifies as a threatened species under the 
Endangered Species Act, meaning it's likely to be pushed to the brink of extinction soon. 
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The future of energy 

Click here to read the brief 

Boehner: U.S.-China deal part of a 'crusade' against reliable energy 

House Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio, decried President Obama's new agreement with China 
to cut greenhouse gas emissions, calling the move part of a "crusade against affordable, 
reliable, energy," Business Insider reports. 

Democrats, greens keep eye out for environmental riders in lame 
duck bills 

Congressional Democrats and environmental groups say they are ready to scope out and fight 
potential Republican environmental riders to essential spending bills in the lame duck 
Congress, E&E reports. 

EIA: LNG exports could boost growth but raise consumer prices 

The Energy Information Administration in an analysis said that liquefied natural gas exports 
could lead to an increase in production and expanded economic growth, but also raise 
consumer prices, FuelFix reports. 

Pew survey sees declining support for tracking, Keystone XL 

A new survey from the Pew Research Center found that 59 percent of Americans support the 
Keystone XL pipeline, down seven points from March of last year. Additionally, the poll 
found more Americans oppose hydraulic fracturing than support it by a 47-41 margin, a near 
flip from the March 2013 numbers, National Journal reports. 

Brent dips below $80 for first time since 2010, WTI falls 

Brent crude for December dipped below $80 a barrel for the first time since 2010 before 
closing at $80.38 a barrel - still a four-year low. West Texas Intermediate prices fell 76 cents 
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to end the day at $77.18 a barrel, Bloomberg reports. 

Saudi output hit seven-month low in October, as OPEC production fell 

OPEC in a monthly report said that Saudi Arabia led the group's production declines last 
month, falling 69,900 barrels a day to 9.6 million, a seven-month low. Overall, the group's 
production fell to a three-month low of 30.25 million barrels a day, Bloomberg reports. 

OPEC projects lower market share next year 

OPEC projected that 2015 demand for its oil will be a million barrels a day lower than the 
cartel's current output level, because increased shale oil production in the U.S. will continue 
to squeeze its market share, Reuters reports. 

Report: China hacked NOAA weather systems 

Federal officials told The Washington Post that Chinese hackers recently breached the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's systems, requiring a cybersecurity team 
to lock down crucial disaster planning data and other information. 

Chamber leads business groups against EPA water proposal 

The Chamber of Commerce and 374 other business groups called on the Environmental 
Protection Agency to scrap its proposed Waters of the U.S. rule, saying the rule would have a 
"far-reaching impact" that would stifle business opportunities, The Hill reports. 

Court: Occidental and contractor not liable for 1998 bombing 

A U.S. federal appeals court refused to hold Occidental Petroleum and security contractor 
AirScan liable for the deadly 1998 bombing of a Colombian village, Reuters reports. 

Climate agreement puts pressure on Australia 

Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott had hoped to keep climate change off the agenda of 
this weekend's G20 summit in his country, but the new greenhouse gas agreement between 
the U.S. and China will likely put the issue back on the table, The Wall Street Journal 
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reports. 

FWS adds coral species to protected list 

The Fish and Wildlife Service has added 20 species of ocean-dwelling coral to its list of 
endangered and threatened species, The Hill reports. 

lEA head says nuclear power to be concentrated in fewer countries 

International Energy Agency Director Maria van der Hoeven said nuclear power has an 
"uncertain future" in several countries, noting that capacity would increase by 2040 but 
would be limited to a few nations, Platts reports. 

Phillips 66 to sell Malaysian refining stake for $635M 

Phillips 66 announced plans to sell its stake in a Malaysian refinery to Petronas for $635 
million in cash, a move that will end the company's refining capacity in Asia, FuelFix 
reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Nov. 12, Washington: American Public Power Association hosts the Grid Security 
Summit. Congressional aides, Obama administration officials to speak. Continues 
Thursday. 8:30am, Hilton Crystal City. 

o Nov. 13, Washington: Senate Energy and Natural Resources business meeting on 
pending bills. Includes S. 2638, Natural Gas Export Certainty Act of2014. 3:00pm, 
Dirksen 366. 
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Obama's climate deal with China sends signal to new Congress back home 
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Keystone vote would pressure GOP to help Landrieu 

GOP promises Cassidy seat on Energy panel if he wins Louisiana runoff 

Alaska win gives GOP another US Senate seat 

What US, China are pledging to limit emissions 

Japan's nuclear cleanup stymied by water woes 

Nation's last big icebreaker endures despite age 

lEA warns growth in energy demand may exceed supply 

McConnell condemns U.S.-China climate deal as 'unrealistic' 

Brent, WTI both see lower prices 

lEA: $5508 in fossil fuel subsidies slowing renewable investment 

Report: RFS biodiesel mandate could be lower than 1.58 gallons 

Merkel says no new sanctions on Russia coming 
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Fukushima radiation detected off coast of California 

Stream of EPA pollution rules forthcoming 

Slow investment, rough condition slowing ocean energy projects 

Former NSA head calls for stronger cybersecurity policies 

India may stop thermal coal imports soon as domestic company boosts output 

Australian opposition rejects renewable targets as too weak 

Russia hopeful on Iran nuclear deal before deadline 

Upcoming Events 

Keystone vote would pressure GOP to help 
Landrieu 

By Edward Felker 

A move by Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid to allow a vote on the Keystone XL pipeline 
in the lame duck session could achieve two goals: assist a vulnerable colleague in her re
election bid and force incoming Republicans to choose between the project and one of their 
own. 

Reid is reportedly considering holding the vote to give Sen. Mary Landrieu a victory to tout 
in time for the Dec. 6 runoff election in Louisiana against GOP Rep. Bill Cassidy. 
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She made her support for the $8 billion line from Alberta to Nebraska a key part of her 
campaign heading into the mid-term elections, and forced a vote on it earlier this year as 
chair of the Energy and Natural Resources Committee. 

Aides to Reid, D-Nev., did not reply to a request for comment on the report late Tuesday by 
Bloomberg, which was sourced to an unidentified Democratic aide. The White House and 
Landrieu also withheld any comment. 

The vote would pose an interesting dilemma for GOP senators. Do they vote for one of their 
top priorities, at the risk of giving Landrieu a boost back home? 

Incoming Majority Leader Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., has made it clear he will push the 
Keystone project to President Barack Obama's desk one way or another next year, with the 
Republican-dominated House behind him all the way. 

They are confident they have at least the votes to overcome a Democratic filibuster, if not a 
veto. Sen.-elect Shelley Moore Capito, R-W.V., has said the project could get as many as 65 
votes when the new Republican class is seated in January. 

Reid could, by letting the project pass now, take away a symbolic victory for McConnell and 
put Republicans on the spot to help Landrieu. 

At the same time, Obama could put the project behind him if he wants to approve it and 
move on. That is, if he's willing to set aside his recent statements that the State Department 
review should not be shortcut while the line's route is under court review in Nebraska. 

The American Petroleum Institute also withheld initial comment on the report. But it came 
the same day API President Jack Gerard, in an op-ed published by The Hill, called on Obama 
and Democrats to approve the line in the lame-duck session. 

He said the election is a mandate for Congress to "step into the energy leadership vacuum" 
by sending bills to Obama to approve the Keystone XL project, speed federal natural gas 
export reviews and target more money for the Bureau of Land Management to process 
drilling permits. 

Environmental groups opposed to the line may be the only ones raising objections to the 
vote, at this point. 

Jamie Henn, a spokesman for climate activist group 350 Action, called a vote an "act of 
desperation" that won't help Landrieu but will backfire on Democrats with voters who care 
about climate change. 

"Harry Reid is savvy enough to know that a fake vote on Keystone XL is a lose-lose 
proposition. It would do nothing to help Landrieu and a lot to hurt the President, as well as 
Democrats' hopes to mobilize the base in 2016," he said. 
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GOP promises Cassidy seat on Energy panel if he 
wins Louisiana runoff 

By Melinda Delatte 

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP)- Republicans have promised Bill Cassidy a seat on the 
Senate's energy committee if he defeats Democratic Sen. Mary Landrieu in Louisiana's 
runoff election next month, potentially undercutting one of her main arguments for re
election. 

Landrieu has repeatedly touted the importance of her seat on the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee in her campaign for a fourth term representing a state with a robust oil 
and gas industry. 

While she will no longer serve as the committee's chair in the GOP-led Senate in the next 
Congress, Landrieu has campaigned hard on her place as the committee's senior Democrat
and Cassidy's inability to get a seat on the panel as a freshman senator. 

"The question is, do you want somebody on the committee or do you want a rookie that has 
no seniority and is likely to not even get on the committee," Landrieu said as she kicked off 
her runoff campaign. 

But incoming Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said in a statement released to The 
Associated Press that he will appoint Cassidy to the committee should Cassidy win his Dec. 6 
runoff election against Landrieu. 

"I'm confident Dr. Cassidy will use this position to succeed where Sen. Landrieu failed," 
McConnell said in a statement touting Cassidy's support for the Keystone XL pipeline and 
opposition to Obama administration efforts to place new restrictions on carbon emissions. 

"Louisiana will have a senator that will use his clout to support energy jobs, not President 
(Barack) Obama," McConnell said. 

Landrieu and Cassidy were forced into the December runoff when neither received more than 
50 percent of the vote in the state's multi-candidate election. 

As Louisiana's last Democratic statewide elected official, Landrieu has a difficult path to 
victory in a state that overwhelmingly backed Republican presidential nominee Mitt Romney 
in 2012. Fifty-eight percent of voters supported someone other than Landrieu in the primary. 

Republican leaders are uniting behind Cassidy, a three-term congressman, while the national 
Democratic Party has decided against providing advertising support for Landrieu in the 
runoff. 
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Alaska win gives GOP another US Senate seat 

By Becky Bohrer 

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP)- U.S. Sen. Mark Begich couldn't pull off another election surprise 
as voter disapproval of President Barack Obama helped push him and other Democrats out of 
office. 

Republican Dan Sullivan, a Marine Corps reservist and assistant secretary of state under 
President George W. Bush, defeated the first-term incumbent as part of a wave in which 
Republicans picked up eight seats and regained control of the Senate. Another Senate race is 
yet to be decided in Louisiana. 

The Alaska race was too close to call on Election Night last week, with Sullivan up by about 
8,100 votes, but it became evident Tuesday when the state began counting about 20,000 of 
absentee and questioned ballots that Begich could not overcome Sullivan. 

In a statement, Sullivan said he ran a campaign Alaskans could be proud of and, moving 
forward, "I want to emphasize that my door will always be open to all Alaskans." 

What US, China are pledging to limit emissions 

By The Associated Press 

The United States and China are pledging to move faster to reduce or limit emissions of heat
trapping gases blamed for global warming. China and the U.S. are the world's two largest 
polluters, and by taking action together, leaders from both countries hope to spur other 
nations to be equally aggressive as they work to finalize a worldwide climate treaty next 
year. 

What both countries are announcing, according to the White House: 

UNITED STATES 

-Reduce U.S. greenhouse gas emissions by 26 percent to 28 percent by the year 2025, 
compared to what the U.S. was emitting in 2005. Previously, Obama had committed to 
cutting emissions by 17 percent by 2020 compared to 2005 levels, and officials say the U.S. 
is on track to meet that goal. 

-Double the rate at which the U.S. is reducing its emissions per year. Between 2005 and 
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2020, the U.S. on average must cut emissions 1.2 percent per year to meet Obama's overall 
goal of 17 percent. Over the five years between 2020 and 2025, the U.S. aims to reduce 
emissions and average of 2.3 percent to 2.8 percent per year. 

Japan's nuclear cleanup stymied by water woes 

By Mari Yamaguchi 

OKUMA, Japan (AP)- More than three years into Japan's massive cleanup of the tsunami
damaged nuclear plant, only a tiny fraction of the workers are focused on the key tasks of 
dismantling the broken reactors and removing radioactive fuel rods. 

Instead, nearly all the workers are devoted to a single, enormously distracting problem: 
coping with the vast amount of water that becomes contaminated after it is pumped into the 
reactors to keep the melted radioactive fuel inside from overheating. 

The numbers tell the story. 

Every day, some 6,000 workers pass through the guarded gate of the Fukushima Dai-ichi 
plant located on the Pacific coast, two to three times more than when it was actually 
producing electricity. 

But only about 100 of them are dismantling a makeshift roof over one of the reactor 
buildings, while about a dozen others are removing fuel rods from a cooling pool. 

Nation's last big icebreaker endures despite age 

By Ellen Knickmeyer 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)- The last U.S. icebreaker capable of crushing through the thickest 
ice of the Antarctic and Arctic resumed its mission after the latest repairs to postpone its 
already past-due retirement. 

Climate change makes the 38-year-old Polar Star Icebreaker's science and security missions 
ever more vital, according to scientists and other backers of rebuilding the country's 
dwindling ice fleet. 

The ship headed home to Seattle on Tuesday before starting its new assignment, said Coast 
Guard Spokeswoman Chief Warrant Officer Allyson Conroy. 
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Earlier Tuesday, crew members of the U.S. Coast Guard's Polar Star Icebreaker drilled 
before leaving the former naval shipyard at Mare Island, across the bay from San Francisco. 
Shipyard workers replaced worn, 18-foot-high propellers for refitting and carried out other 
work on the country's sole remaining heavy icebreaker, now eight years beyond its scheduled 
decommissioning date. The icebreaker is expected to head for Antarctica shortly after 
Thanksgiving. 

The future of energy 

Click here to read the brief 

lEA warns growth in energy demand may exceed supply 

The International Energy Agency projected that world energy demand would rise 
significantly in the next 20 years, warning that world turmoil and slow policy responses may 
result in inadequate energy supplies, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

McConnell condemns U.S.-China climate deal as 'unrealistic' 

Calling the deal "unrealistic," likely Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
condemned President Obama's climate deal with China as a new step in the "war on coal" he 
says voters rejected in last week's midterm elections, The Hill reports. 

Brent, WTI both see lower prices 

Brent crude for December dropped as much as 85 cents before recovering to $81.32 a barrel, 
a 35 cent decline. West Texas Intermediate fell to $77.10 a barrel in electronic trading, 
Bloomberg reports. 

lEA: $5508 in fossil fuel subsidies slowing renewable investment 
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In its World Energy Outlook, the International Energy Agency warned that the $550 billion 
in subsidies granted to fossil fossil fuel industries each year is slowing investment in 
renewable energy sources, Bloomberg reports. 

Report: RFS biodiesel mandate could be lower than 1.58 gallons 

Sources tell Platts that the Renewable Fuel Standard for 2014 biodiesel production will range 
from 1.28 billion to 1.5 billion gallons, far lower than industry capacity that reached 1.8 
billion gallons last year. 

Merkel says no new sanctions on Russia coming 

Despite heightened concerns of expanding violence in Ukraine and Russia military action, 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel said there are currently no plans to expand sanctions 
against Russia, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Fukushima radiation detected off coast of California 

A nuclear chemist detected traces of Cesium -134, a radioactive element, linked to the 
Fukushima Dai-ichi plant 100 miles off the coast of California, but it's at small enough levels 
as not to pose a risk to human or marine life, the San Francisco Chronicle reports. 

Stream of EPA pollution rules forthcoming 

The Environmental Protection Agency is set to roll out a series of new pollution rules in 
coming months, including a proposal for new limits on ozone and final rules for coal ash 
disposal and limits on greenhouse gas emissions from new power plants, Politico reports. 

Slow investment, rough condition slowing ocean energy projects 

Though marine energy could likely provide a constant, easily forecasted power source, 
investment in the technology has been slow and harsh ocean conditions have made research a 
time and labor-intensive process, E&E reports. 

Former NSA head calls for stronger cybersecurity policies 
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Mike McConnell, National Security Agency director under President Clinton, called on 
Congress to pass legislation to allow government agencies to better coordinate cybersecurity 
efforts with energy and finance industries to protect against hacking and espionage, FuelFix 
reports. 

India may stop thermal coal imports soon as domestic company 
boosts output 

Indian Power and Coal Minister Piyush Goyal said it's possible for India to completely wean 
itself off of thermal coal imports over the next three years as its state-run Coal India expands 
production, Reuters reports. 

Australian opposition rejects renewable targets as too weak 

Australia's opposition Labor Party has rejected Prime Minister Tony Abbott's proposed 20 
percent renewable energy target for electricity generation, saying the plan would cut original 
goals by 40 percent, Reuters reports. 

Russia hopeful on Iran nuclear deal before deadline 

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov expressed hope that Iran and world powers 
would reach a nuclear deal ahead of a Nov. 24 deadline, noting Russia isn't "looking at the 
possibility of not reaching a deal," Reuters reports. 

Upcoming Events 

• Nov. 12, Washington: American Public Power Association hosts the Grid Security 
Summit. Congressional aides, Obama administration officials to speak. Continues 
Thursday. 8:30am, Hilton Crystal City. 
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Hoeven gets committee vote on LNG exports bill 
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Judge refuses to fire Gulf oil spill claims chief 

Congress returns for lame-duck session 

Alaska to begin counting nearly 50,000 ballots 

Study: Global warming worsening watery dead zones 

As coal jobs vanish, miners search for new careers 

Rand Paul headlining GOP rally in La. Senate race 

OPEC chief urges calm in media, markets ahead of meeting 

Lack of urgency at OPEC drives Brent to four-year low, as WTI drops 

AFP joins conservative chorus against wind PTC 

Keystone foes ready for fight despite tougher odds 

Kuwait says no output cut expected at OPEC meeting 
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New China-Russia gas deal expected to cut prices in Asia 

Total, BP say $80 oil not affecting exploration plans 

Freeport LNG facility breaks ground in Texas 

Talks with Iran wrap, though minimal progress reported 

Scientists press McAuliffe to take strong action with EPA rule 

With limited success in Congress, greens push issues at local level 

Young voters more reactive to climate change, but to little avail at polls 

Upcoming Events 

Judge refuses to fire Gulf oil spill claims chief 

By Kevin McGill 

NEW ORLEANS (AP)- BP's call for the ouster of the administrator of damage settlement 
claims arising from the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill was rejected Monday by a federal 
judge. 

BP lawyers had said Patrick Juneau should be removed for a variety of reasons, among them 
that he had a conflict of interest because he once represented Louisiana in talks setting up the 
claims process and had pushed for favorable terms for those with claims. They also said he 
had made misleading statements about that work before being named claims administrator. 
And they said Juneau improperly expedited claims for some people represented by the 
plaintiffs' steering committee. 

But U.S. District Judge Carl Barbier said in Monday's ruling that BP clearly knew of 
Juneau's previous consulting work for the state. "Mr. Juneau himself disclosed this 
information to BP and at least six of its attorneys or representatives before he was selected by 
the parties," the judge wrote. 

Barbier also said BP used an out-of-context statement to back up its claims that Juneau had 
given false or misleading statements regarding his work. 

Congress returns for lame-duck session 
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By Andrew Taylor 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Congress returns to Washington this week for a lame-duck session 
to try and clean up a lengthy roster of unfinished business, even as jubilant Republicans 
prepare to take over the Senate for the first time in eight years come January. 

The agenda includes funding the government into the new year, renewing expiring tax breaks 
for individuals and businesses, the annual defense policy measure and a roster of President 
Barack Obama's nominations. Also pending are Obama's requests for money to combat 
Islamic State militants, battle Ebola and deal with the influx of unaccompanied Central 
American children who have crossed into the U.S. 

Democrats relinquishing the Senate have outlined an ambitious agenda, while House GOP 
aides say the agenda for the Republican-controlled chamber is more fluid pending 
discussions. GOP leaders would like to start next year with as clean a slate as possible but 
conservatives could press to hold off making deals with Senate Democrats in hopes of 
getting better outcomes next year. 

In the meantime, negotiations are already underway between the House and Senate 
Appropriations Committees on a $1 trillion-plus spending bill for the budget year that began 
Oct. 1. A temporary funding measure expires Dec. 11. 

Study: Global warming worsening watery dead 
zones 
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By Seth Borenstein 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Global warming is likely playing a bigger role than previously 
thought in dead zones in oceans, lakes and rivers around the world and it's only going to get 
worse, according to a new study. 

Dead zones occur when fertilizer runoff clogs waterways with nutrients, such as nitrogen and 
phosphorous. That leads to an explosion of microbes that consumes oxygen and leaves the 
water depleted of oxygen, harming marine life. 

Scientists have long known that warmer water increases this problem, but a new study 
Monday in the journal Global Change Biology by Smithsonian Institution researchers found 
about two dozen different ways- biologically, chemically and physically- that climate 
change worsens the oxygen depletion. 

"We've underestimated the effect of climate change on dead zones," said study lead author 
Andrew Altieri, a researcher at the Smithsonian's tropical center in Panama. 

As coal jobs vanish, miners search for new careers 

By Matt Stroud 

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. (AP)- When 61-year-old Glen Turley lost his job as a coal 
company truck driver, he did what many people his age shudder to consider: He went back to 
school to find a new career. 

Turley took advantage of free classes offered to laid off miners and got certified as a HV AC 
technician. But like many of the jobs taught at career centers in rural West Virginia, 
Kentucky and Virginia, he doesn't make nearly as much money as he once did. 

"There's just no alternative to coal in the South that pays as well," Turley said. "In the South, 
it's dismal right now." 

Thousands have lost their jobs in the coal industry and these free classes funded by federal 
money can only help a fraction of them. 

Turley was let go in 2012 by a subsidiary of Alpha Natural Resources. He now works as a 
truck driving instructor and runs a side business - Turley Enterprises - doing HV AC work. 

He was making up to $21.50 per hour with Alpha; now he's making "a little bit less than 
that." 
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Rand Paul headlining GOP rally in La. Senate race 

By Melinda Deslatte 

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP)- Republican Senate candidate Bill Cassidy finally got the tea 
party assist Monday that he sought in his bid to oust Democratic Sen. Mary Landrieu, 
drawing the endorsement of his former GOP competitor and rallying with Kentucky Sen. 
Rand Paul. 

Tea partyer Rob Maness is urging the more than 202,000 people who voted for him in last 
week's midterm election to cast ballots for Cassidy in the Dec. 6 runoff- a coalition that 
could give Cassidy a decided edge over Landrieu. 

"I'm very confident that you'll see as I do that he is a man of faith, who loves our country, 
loves Louisiana, loves his family and loves these United States," Maness said at a GOP 
"unity rally." A vote for anyone else, he added, "is a victory for Barack Obama and that, my 
friends, is not an option." 

Paul described last week's election and the Republican gains made in Congress as a 
"repudiation of the president and his policies," calling Landrieu a rubber stamp for the 
president. 

The future of energy 

Click here to read the brief 

OPEC chief urges calm in media, markets ahead of meeting 

OPEC Secretary General Abdalla Salem el-Badri urged for calm among media outlets and 
global oil markets ahead of the group's Nov. 27 meeting, projecting declining oil prices 
would soon correct themselves, Dow Jones Business News reports. 
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Lack of urgency at OPEC drives Brent to four-year low, as WTI drops 

Comments from OPEC officials suggesting the cartel isn't in a hurry to cut output drove 
Brent prices down $1.05 to settle at $82.34 a barrel, the lowest price since October 2010. 
West Texas Intermediate fell $1.25 to close at $77.40 a barrel, Bloomberg reports. 

AFP joins conservative chorus against wind PTC 

Americans for Prosperity, a conservative group backed by Charles and David Koch, made 
new calls for Congress to allow the wind production tax credit to expire at the end of year, 
The Hill reports. 

Keystone foes ready for fight despite tougher odds 

Despite a new Republican majority in Congress intent on sending President Obama a 
Keystone XL pipeline approval bill early next year, environmentalists say they're as ready as 
ever to mobilize activists to fight the project, Politico reports. 

Kuwait says no output cut expected at OPEC meeting 

Kuwait Oil Minister Ali Al-Omair said OPEC would likely not move to cut output at their 
meeting this month, predicting excess oil will soon be absorbed by the market and prices will 
stabilize, Bloomberg reports. 

New China-Russia gas deal expected to cut prices in Asia 

A second preliminary deal for Russia's Gazprom to supply China with natural gas is expected 
to lower prices in Asia, boosting competition among countries looking to expand exports to 
the continent, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Total, BP say $80 oil not affecting exploration plans 

Both BP and Total SA said falling oil prices aren't affecting plans for new exploration 
projects, saying their efforts can all move forward with prices at $80 a barrel, Bloomberg 
reports. 
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Freeport LNG facility breaks ground in Texas 

Though Freeport LNG needs two more permits to commence construction on its liquefied 
natural gas export facility in Quintana, Texas, the company on Monday held a 
groundbreaking ceremony with plans to begin building by Thanksgiving, FuelFix reports. 

Talks with Iran wrap, though minimal progress reported 

Nuclear talks between Secretary of State John Kerry, Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif 
and European Union envoy Catherine Ashton ended in Oman today, but the few details that 
emerged suggested limited success toward a deal, Reuters reports. 

Scientists press McAuliffe to take strong action with EPA rule 

A group of scientists from Virginia universities called on Gov. Terry McAuliffe, a Democrat, 
to develop ambitious targets in implementing the Environmental Protection Agency's 
proposed power plant carbon emission limits, The Hill reports. 

With limited success in Congress, greens push issues at local level 

Given limited action in Congress, activists, including environmentalists, have taken to 
putting pressure on state governments to enact preferred policies, noting considerably less 
partisanship at the state level, National Journal reports. 

Young voters more reactive to climate change, but to little avail at 
polls 

Though polls suggest younger voters are more worried about climate change, they didn't tum 
out in high numbers in last week's elections, despite high spending from the League of 
Conservation Voters and other environmental groups, E&E reports. 

Upcoming Events 
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Gas prices continue to drop in US 

Foundation of US nuclear system showing cracks 

Federal government struggles against cyberattacks 

A look at some key federal cybersecuritv breaches 

Amid strains, Obama puts bright face on China ties 

Progress but no deal in trans-Pacific trade talks 

Showdown looms as California eyes pesticides 

Gulf island whole 9 years after Katrina 

Canada's Doer sees GOP control leading to Keystone approval 

Time winding down on sage grouse threatened species deadline 

Midterm results may mark end of Democratic sway in coal country 

Citi: Oil exports to rise, along with exchanges with Mexico 

Brent climbs to one-week high, WTI sees gain 

Kerry, Iran's Zarif kick off negotiations ahead of nuclear deadline 

Libya's largest field set to resume output today 

Russia, China expand on $4008 gas deal 
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Interview: Israel's economy minister looks to attract energy companies 

Eagle Ford production taking toll on road quality 

U.K. to establish wealth fund from natural gas proceeds 

China expanding crude imports, then exporting refined product 

Upcoming Events 

Gas prices continue to drop in US 

By The Associated Press 

CAMARILLO, Calif (AP)- A national survey of gas prices reports that the average cost of 
U.S. regular grade gas dropped 13 cents per gallon in the last two weeks. 

Industry analyst Trilby Lundberg said Sunday that the average for regular grade gas is $2.94 
per gallon, while midgrade averages $3.18 and premium $3.34. Retail diesel averages $3.64. 

Lundberg said the price has dropped 78 cents per gallon since its peak in May. 

She said the drop has been driven by a decrease in the price of crude oil. She forecasts that 
will come to an end now unless oil prices drop further. 

In the Lower 48 states, San Francisco had the highest average price at $3.27 per gallon, while 

Foundation of US nuclear system showing cracks 

By Robert Burns 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The foundation of America's nuclear arsenal is fractured, and the 
government has no clear plan to repair it. 

The cracks appear not just in the military forces equipped with nuclear weapons but also in 
the civilian bureaucracy that controls them, justifies their cost, plans their future and is 
responsible for explaining a defense policy that says nuclear weapons are at once essential 
and excessive. 

It's not clear that the government recognizes the full scope of the problem, which has 
wormed its way to the core of the nuclear weapons business without disturbing bureaucracies 
fixated on defending their own turf. Nor has it aroused the public, which may think nuclear 
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weapons are relics of the past, if it thinks about them at all. 

This is not mainly about the safety of today's weapons, although the Air Force's nuclear 
missile corps has suffered failures in discipline, training, morale and leadership over the past 
two years. Just last week the Air Force fired nuclear commanders at two of its three missile 
bases for misconduct and disciplined a third commander. 

Federal government struggles against cyberattacks 

By Martha Mendoza 

A $10 billion-a-year effort to protect sensitive government data, from military secrets to 
Social Security numbers, is stmggling to keep pace with an increasing number of 
cyberattacks and is unwittingly being undermined by federal employees and contractors. 

Workers scattered across more than a dozen agencies, from the Defense and Education 
departments to the National Weather Service, are responsible for at least half of the federal 
cyberincidents reported each year since 2010, according to an Associated Press analysis of 
records. 

They have clicked links in bogus phishing emails, opened malware-laden websites and been 
tricked by scammers into sharing information. One was redirected to a hostile site after 
connecting to a video of tennis star Serena Williams. A few act intentionally, most famously 
former National Security Agency contractor Edward Snowden, who downloaded and leaked 
documents revealing the government's collection of phone and email records. 

Then there was the federal contractor who lost equipment containing the confidential 
information of millions of Americans, including Robert Curtis of Monument, Colorado. 

A look at some key federal cybersecurity breaches 

A $10 billion-a-year federal effort to protect critical data is stmggling against an onslaught of 
cyberattacks by thieves, hostile states and hackers. 

An Associated Press report this week finds that federal cybersecurity officials also face 
another challenge: Too often, government employees and contractors are undermining 
cyberdefenses by clicking malicious links, losing devices and data, or sharing information 
and passwords. 

Last year, security officials responded to a total of 228,700 cyberincidents involving federal 
agencies and contract partners. 
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Here's a look at some key breaches in past years: 

October 2014: White House press secretary Josh Earnest confirmed detection of "activity of 
concern" on the White House network after news reports that a cyberattack, possibly from 
Russia, had breached unclassified computers. Officials said there was no evidence that 
hackers breached classified files, and steps were taken to mitigate the suspicious activity. 

Amid strains, Obama puts bright face on China ties 

By Josh Lederman 

BEIJING (AP)- Putting a bright face on the future of U.S. ties to China, President Barack 
Obama announced Monday that the two countries would start granting visas to each other's 
citizens valid for up to a decade. Yet thorny issues like human rights and trade lurked just 
under the surface, reflecting the tough road ahead for the two economic powers as Obama 
began a weeklong trip to the region. 

Obama, addressing Asian business leaders at a high-level summit, sought to dispel the notion 
that America's interest in Asia should be a cause for concern for China's leaders. Beijing has 
viewed Obama's engagement here with trepidation, suspecting the U.S. wants to limit China's 
rise, but Obama insisted that "one country's prosperity doesn't have to come at the expense of 
the other." 

"We want China to do well," Obama said. "We compete for business, but we also seek to 
cooperate on a broad range of challenges and shared opportunities." 

The visa announcement came just after Obama's arrival in Beijing- a down-payment on 
closer ties that allowed the president to portray the U.S. and China as partnering in good 
faith. Obama vowed that if the U.S. and China can work together, the entire world stands to 
benefit. 

Progress but no deal in trans-Pacific trade talks 

BEIJING (AP)- President Barack Obama pressed world leaders Monday to break stubborn 
logjams that have held up an agreement on a trans-Pacific trade deal that is eagerly sought by 
the White House and could lead to rare consensus with congressional Republicans. 

"This has the potential for being an historic agreement," Obama said as he opened the trade 
talks being held on the sidelines of the broader Asia-Pacific conference in Beijing. 
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Ahead ofObama's arrival in China Monday, the White House had downplayed the prospect 
that an elusive deal would be reached during the president's eight-day, three-nation trip to the 
region. Following the leaders' meeting, a senior Obama administration official said the 
negotiations continued to make progress, but there was still no final agreement. 

The leaders did not set a timetable for finalizing the pact, according to the official, who 
insisted on anonymity because the person was not authorized to publicly discuss the talks. 

Showdown looms as California eyes pesticides 

By Ellen Knickmeyer 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)- With organic food growers reporting double-digit growth in 
U.S. sales each year, producers are challenging a proposed California pest-management 
program they say enshrines a pesticide-heavy approach for decades to come, including 
compulsory spraying of organic crops at the state's discretion. 

Chief among the complaints of organic growers: The California Department of Food and 
Agriculture's pest-management plan says compulsory state pesticide spraying of organic 
crops would do no economic harm to organic producers, on the grounds that the growers 
could sell sprayed crops as non-organic instead. 

"I would rather stop farming than have to be a conventional farmer. I think I am not alone in 
that," said Zea Sonnabend, a Watsonville organic apple-grower with California Certified 
Organic Farmers, one of more than 30 agriculture groups, environmental organizations and 
regional water agencies to file concerns about the agriculture department's pesticide 
provisions by an Oct. 31 state deadline. 

At issue is a California organic agriculture industry that grew by 54 percent between 2009 
and 2012. California leads the nation in organic sales, according to statistics tracked by 
University of California-Davis agriculture economist Karen Klonsky, who says the state is 
responsible for roughly one-third of a national organic industry. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture puts the overall value of the U.S. organic sector at $35 billion. 

Gulf island whole 9 years after Katrina 

By Jay Reeves 

DAUPHIN ISLAND, Ala. (AP)- Nature and a multimillion dollar rock pile built in the 
Gulf of Mexico after the BP oil spill have healed a large barrier island nine years after it was 
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sliced in two by Hurricane Katrina. 

Katrina swamped Alabama's narrow Dauphin Island in 2005, creating a pass that grew from a 
few dozen feet to about 1.5 miles wide by the time the oil spill occurred in 2010. The cut left 
more than 7 miles of pristine beach inaccessible by foot on the island's uninhabited western 
end. 

But then BP's Macon do well blew off the coast of Louisiana and spewed oil - and cash -
into the Gulf region. 

Using about $17 million from BP PLC, the state of Alabama hired contractors to build a line 
of huge rocks to seal the Dauphin Island cut in 2010 in hope of keeping oil away from the 
mainland. 

The future of energy 

Click here to read the brief 

Canada's Doer sees GOP control leading to Keystone approval 

Gary Doer, Canada's ambassador to the U.S., predicted the Republican takeover of the Senate 
would ultimately result in approval of the long-stalled Keystone XL pipeline, The Hill 
reports. 

Time winding down on sage grouse threatened species deadline 

As the Nov. 12 deadline nears for the Fish and Wildlife Service to make a threatened species 
ruling on the Gunnison Sage-Grouse in Colorado and Utah, energy interests and Colorado 
Gov. John Hickenlooper are making last-minute appeals to avert the designation, FuelFix 
reports. 

Midterm results may mark end of Democratic sway in coal country 

Political strategists and lawmakers tell Politico that strong showings by Republicans in coal-
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reliant areas of Illinois, West Virginia and Kentucky in the midterm elections may mark the 
end of Democrats' sway in coal-heavy regions, Politico reports. 

Citi: Oil exports to rise, along with exchanges with Mexico 

Analysts from Citi projected that the U.S. would export more than 1 million barrels of crude 
oil and condensate a day by early next year, and light-for-heavy crude exchanges with 
Mexico are expected to rise to 200,000 barrels a day, Platts reports. 

Brent climbs to one-week high, WTI sees gain 

Brent crude for December rose as much as $1.43 a barrel to $84.82 in London, marking a one 
week high in trading. West Texas Intermediate increased by as much as $1.10 to $79.7 5 a 
barrel in electronic trading, Bloomberg reports. 

Kerry, Iran's Zarif kick off negotiations ahead of nuclear deadline 

Secretary of State John Kerry and Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarifbegan negotiations on 
Sunday in Oman in an effort to hash out an agreement on Iran's nuclear program ahead of a 
November 24 deadline, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Libya's largest field set to resume output today 

An official from Libya's National Oil Corp. told Bloomberg that oil production is set to 
resume today at the Sharara oil field, the largest in the country, after militants returned stolen 
equipment. 

Russia, China expand on $4008 gas deal 

At the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation meeting in Beijing, China and Russia signed a 
second initial natural gas supply deal, building on a $400 billion deal signed earlier this year 
for Russia to provide China with gas, Bloomberg reports. 

Interview: Israel's economy minister looks to attract energy 
companies 
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In an interview with the Houston Chronicle, Israel's Economy Minister Amit Lang discusses 
his country's efforts to lure foreign oil and gas companies to develop the energy-rich 
Leviathan gas field off its coast. 

Eagle Ford production taking toll on road quality 

The development of the Eagle Ford shale in Texas is creating plenty of economic benefit for 
the state, but the surge in truck traffic has done serious damage to roads, resulting in vehicle 
damage, traffic and accidents, The Texas Tribune reports. 

U.K. to establish wealth fund from natural gas proceeds 

The British government on Saturday announced plans to create a sovereign wealth fund to 
save proceeds from natural gas extraction from shale, though the United Kingdom has yet to 
begin shale gas production, The New York Times reports. 

China expanding crude imports, then exporting refined product 

Though China has been expanding imports of crude oil, it has been converting much of that 
supply into diesel and fuel oil for export, threatening regional refiners like South Korea, The 
Wall Street Journal reports. 

Upcoming Events 
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has ensured that the debate over federal energy 
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The Morning Consult 
Morning Consult, P.O. Box 15628 
Washington, DC 20003 
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US court reaffirms BP is liable in Gulf oil spill 

NC officials host closed meeting on oil drilling 

Senate Democrats dump ads in Louisiana 

Alaska voters awaiting US Senate results 

Analysts: How GOP Congress could boost US economy 

4 Sandy-damaged NYC hospitals to get $1.6 billion 

OPEC says no panic until oil falls below $70 

Libya plans resumed output from largest oilfield soon 

Oil falls on lower OPEC demand outlook 

Kia, Hyundai promise better fuel economy following U.S. penalties 

Landrieu loss would raise Cantwell's profile on energy panel 

Murkowski says 'we must address' climate change, but downplays human 
impact 

Conservative groups press GOP against wind credit extension 

EIA: Coal stocks at plants lower than usual 

Washington state GOP gains may hinder plans for regional climate goals 
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Lawyers say limits of crude export ban uncertain 

EPA, DOE say more fuel efficient vehicles on market in 2015 

Pakistan, China set to ink energy, infrastructure deal 

Upcoming Events 

US court reaffirms BP is liable in Gulf oil spill 

By Kevin McGill 

NEW ORLEANS (AP)- A federal appeals court panel has reaffirmed its ruling that BP is 
liable for federal Clean Water Act damages stemming from the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil spill, 
the latest loss for the oil giant as it fights court decisions that could ultimately bring $18 
billion in penalties. 

The three-judge panel of the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals rejected arguments that there 
were errors in its June 4 ruling on BP's Clean Water Act liability. The ruling released 
Wednesday night is not the final say from the court. BP and its minority partner in the 
Macondo well, Anadarko Petroleum Corp., have a request pending for the full 15-member 
court to reconsider the issue. 

The June order and Wednesday's follow-up were issued by Judges Fortunato Benavides, 
Carolyn Dineen King and James Dennis. They upheld U.S. District Judge Carl Barbier's 
ruling holding the well owners are liable. 

BP and Anadarko had argued they were not liable because equipment failure on the leased 
rig Deepwater Horizon caused the April2010 disaster. An explosion on the rig killed 11 
workers and sent millions of gallons of oil spewing into the Gulf in what became the nation's 
worst offshore oil disaster. 
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Senate Democrats dump ads in Louisiana 

By Phillip Elliott 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Senate Democrats' campaign committee on Thursday began 
canceling plans for television ads in Louisiana's major markets to help Sen. Mary Landrieu's 
runoff campaign against Republican Bill Cassidy, making her re-election bid an even steeper 
challenge. 

The Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee initially had reserved $1.8 million in 
television advertising for after Tuesday's first round of voting. On Thursday, the DSCC 
dumped the bookings in the state's big cities. 

A spokesman for the debt-laden committee said officials still back Landrieu, who has twice 
before prevailed during runoff elections, and would keep an eye on the race. 

"Mary Landrieu is a proven runoff winner and we support her 100 percent," DSCC 
spokesman Justin Barasky said. "We are going to make ongoing determinations on how best 
to invest in the race." 

Alaska voters awaiting US Senate results 

By Becky Bohrer 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP)- Waiting for election results well-past poll closing is nothing 
new for Alaska. 

Because of the way the votes are counted in the state - officials begin counting absentee 
and questioned ballots a week after the election - the 2014 race between Democratic Sen. 
Mark Begich and Republican Dan Sullivan still has not been settled. It's the third Senate 
election in a row that's kept Alaskans waiting. 
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This time, the results matter most of all to Alaskans. Senate control already has been decided 
in the Republicans' favor. The GOP also has the House majority, limiting President Barack 
Obama's policymaking powers for the remainder of his presidency. 

Begich trailed Republican Dan Sullivan by about 8,100 votes, with thousands of ballots still 
to be counted. The Libertarian, non-affiliated and write-in candidates combined earned 
nearly 14,000 votes, following precinct reports. 

Analysts: How GOP Congress could boost US 
economy 

By Josh Boak, AP Economics Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Voters made clear Tuesday that they're worried about the 
economy, despite steady job gains, a robust stock market and faster economic growth this 
year. 

So what can- and should- the now-dominant Republicans in Congress and President 
Barack Obama do together to benefit more Americans? 

Economists caution that the options are limited. But most say several actions could further 
help invigorate the economy- in areas like immigration, trade, corporate taxes and energy. 

Exit polls showed that voters put the state of the economy at the top of their list of worries. 
And they want bipartisan action that serves Americans who aren't wealthy. 

Here are five suggestions from analysts for what the Republican Congress and the 
Democratic White House could do over the next two years: 

ENERGY BOOM HELPS, BUT IT'S NO GUSHER 

Oil and natural gas would help grease economic growth, though not as much as many voters 
have been led to believe, economists say. 

A Republican Senate could make two moves involving energy that would slightly boost the 
economy: They could push Obama to end the ban on exporting domestic oil. And they could 
broker a deal to build the Keystone XL pipeline. 

"Those are no-brainers at this point," said Robert Stein, deputy chief economist at First Trust 
Advisors and a former Treasury official under President George W. Bush. 
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4 Sandy-damaged NYC hospitals to get $1.6 billion 

By Jennifer Peltz 

NEW YORK (AP)- Four public hospitals in flood-prone parts of the city are getting at 
least $1.6 billion in federal money to protect them from the kind ofharrowing damage 
wrought by Superstorm Sandy, officials announced Thursday. 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency money will create a new, storm-resilient 
building to house the emergency room and such key equipment as X-ray machines at Coney 
Island Hospital in Brooklyn, where the 2012 storm inundated the basement and came into the 
first floor. The water plunged the hospital into darkness and sent staffers scrambling to move 
patients on stretchers to higher floors before ultimately evacuating. 

Manhattan's Bellevue Hospital Center, which also was evacuated after flooding and losing 
power, is getting money to build a big floodwall and flood-proof elevators, among other 
improvements. Coler Specialty Hospital on Roosevelt Island and Metropolitan Hospital 
Center in Manhattan are getting funding for flood barriers and other modifications. 

"This money will allow us to do the kinds of things we know are necessary for resiliency," 
Mayor Bill de Blasio said. Congress approved $60 billion in Sandy relief in 2013, but 
specific projects have needed approval from FEMA or other agencies for the money to be 
dispensed. 

OPEC says no panic until oil falls below $70 

OPEC secretary-general Abdalla Salem el-Badri said the cartel is not panicking about falling 
oil prices, but other officials indicated OPEC would likely have to take action should prices 
fall below $70 per barrel, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Libya plans resumed output from largest oilfield soon 

After an attack blocked output from the Libya's Sharara oil field, the largest in the country, 
an official tells Reuters that the field is set to resume output soon, Bloomberg reports. 

Oil falls on lower OPEC demand outlook 

West Texas Intermediate for December fell 77 cents to $77.91 a barrel, its the fifth decline in 
six days, on news that OPEC cut its oil demand projections; Brent crude saw a more modest 
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decline of 9 cents to settle at $82.86 a barrel, Bloomberg reports. 

Kia, Hyundai promise better fuel economy following U.S. penalties 

In the wake of U.S. penalties that will cost them $350 million for overstating fuel economy 
figures, Hyundai and affiliate Kia Motors pledged to raise average fuel economy by 25 
percent by the end of the decade, Reuters reports. 

Landrieu loss would raise Cantwell's profile on energy panel 

Should Senate Energy and Natural Resources Chairman Mary Landrieu, D-La., lose her re
election bid in a December runoff, Sen. Maria Cantwell, D-Wash., would be in line to serve 
as ranking member on the committee in the upcoming Congress, replacing Landrieu with a 
more environmentally motivated leader, E&E reports. 

Murkowski says 'we must address' climate change, but downplays 
human impact 

Citing warmer water temperatures and thinner ice in Alaska, Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R
Alaska, said climate change warrants action, but she appeared to downplay the role humans 
play, National Public Radio reports. 

Conservative groups press GOP against wind credit extension 

A coalition of conservative groups including the American Energy Alliance called on 
Republicans to reject an extension of the wind energy production tax credit in the lame duck 
session and address the issue in tax reform during the next Congress, FuelFix reports. 

EIA: Coal stocks at plants lower than usual 

The Energy Information Administration reported that coal supplies at power plants are at 
lower levels nationally than years past, due largely to heavy use during last year's extremely 
cold winter, The Hill reports. 

Washington state GOP gains may hinder plans for regional climate 
goals 
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The failure of Democrats to take control the Washington Senate from Republicans may 
hinder attempts for more ambitious regional climate action among western states, E&E 
reports. 

Lawyers say limits of crude export ban uncertain 

Trade lawyers say companies' efforts to export certain kinds of crude oil are risky due to 
fines and other legal risks, but the government's rules for exports have been hazy since all 
export approvals so far have been private, Reuters reports. 

EPA, DOE say more fuel efficient vehicles on market in 2015 

The EPA and Energy Department today unveiled their new fuel economy ratings for new 
vehicle models, pointing to a greater number of fuel efficient cars on the market next year, 
The Hill reports. 

Pakistan, China set to ink energy, infrastructure deal 

Pakistan's Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif is headed to Beijing this weekend to finalize a deal 
with China to cooperate on infrastructure and energy projects aimed at giving China easier 
trade points and alleviating electricity shortages in Pakistan, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Nov. 6, Washington: House Speaker John Boehner holds post-election press 
conference. 1:15 pm , Capitol. 

o Nov. 6, Washington: The Woodrow Wilson Canada Institute holds forum, "The Energy 
Security Renaissance in North America." EIA senior adviser Shirley Neff, former State 
Department official David L. Goldwyn among speakers. 10:30 am, 1300 Pennsylvania 
Ave.,N.W. 

o Nov. 7, Washington: FERC Chairman Cheryl LaFleur speaks at media breakfast hosted 
by IHS The Energy Daily. 10:00 am, 1300 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 
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To: Giles-AA, Cynthia[Giles-AA.Cynthia@epa.gov] 
From: Morning Consult 
Sent: Thur 11/6/2014 2:02:57 PM 
Subject: Morning Consult Energy: GOP Leaders Will Take Aim at Interior, EPA, Oil Price Bounce 
Unlikely to Last 

Davis 

In 

Street Journal's 

This message sent to giles-aa.cynthia@epa.gov by Energy@MorningConsult.com 
The Morning Consult 
Morning Consult, P.O. Box 15628 
Washington, DC 20003 
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Spotlight turns to Murkowski to push GOP energy agenda 
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GOP in charge, eager to move on Keystone XL, taxes 

Election brings new GOP power to state Capitols 

Tesla sets delivery record, but losses mount 

Siemens net profit up 40 percent, outlook cautious 

Scientists find new coral species off California 

Access route over Hawaii lava raises concerns 

New Zealand mine owner won't retrieve 29 killed 

Report: Africa ivory smuggled on China state visit 

Keystone top priority for GOP Congress, say leaders 

Numbers indicate most of Obama climate program safe from GOP Congress 

Election results expected to boost RGGI 

Measure targeting Pebble Mine wins in Alaska 

Keystone backer Terry loses in Nebraska house race 

Oil starts giving back Wednesday gains on Libya developments 
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Vote, litigation to continue over Kinder Morgan deal 

Cool summer hits Duke Energy profits 

Bigger customer base for SolarCity in 30 

Putin ally target of US money-laundering investigation 

Upcoming Events 

GOP in charge, eager to move on Keystone XL, 
taxes 

By Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Republicans' resounding victory gives them an opportunity to push 
legislation that's been bottled up in the Democratic Senate, from targeting elements of 
President Barack Obama's health care law to constructing the Keystone XL oil pipeline to 
rolling back environmental regulations. 

Democrats suffered an electoral drubbing in Tuesday's midterms, and Republicans regained 
control of the Senate and widely expanded their majority in the House. In command in both 
chambers in January, Republicans maintained that they have to show they can govern or else 
voters will show them the door. 

"We now have the votes and we have the ability to call the agenda, so stop name-calling and 
let's actually produce some legislation that helps jobs and the economy and moves our 
country forward," Rep. Jason Chaffetz, R-Utah, said in an interview. "I think the country has 
figured that out and they've given us the mandate to do it and we better produce, or they'll 
kick us out too." 

House Republicans are counting on Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., in line to be the next 
Senate majority leader, to move ahead on the dozens of jobs bills that have been passed by 
the House but remained stalled in the Senate. They also are counting on a swift vote early 
next year on building the Keystone XL pipeline to carry oil from Canada to the U.S. Gulf 
Coast now that Republicans clearly have the numbers in the Senate. 

Election brings new GOP power to state Capitols 

By David A. Lieb 
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP)- State capitols across the country will be more Republican than 
at any point since the Roaring '20s when victorious legislators and governors take office next 
year. That could result in lower taxes and perhaps fewer dollars flowing to social safety net 
programs. 

A day after a big election, newly emboldened Republican state leaders already were making 
plans Wednesday to pursue deeper tax cuts, relax business regulations, expand private school 
vouchers and impose new limits on public welfare programs. 

In some states, such as Kansas, Republicans will be able to do as they want, because they 
control both chambers of the legislature and the governor's office. In others, such as 
neighboring Missouri, the Republicans' legislative supermajorities will be so large that they 
can essentially disregard the objections of a Democratic governor. Elsewhere, like in New 
York, the Republican takeover of one legislative chamber simply means a stronger say in a 
state still otherwise led by Democrats. 

Nowhere in the entire nation did Democrats take over a legislative chamber previously held 
by Republicans. And Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Corbett was the only Republican chief 
executive to fall to a Democratic challenger. 

Tesla sets delivery record, but losses mount 

By Dee-Ann Durbin 

DETROIT (AP)- Electric car maker Tesla Motors beat Wall Street's expectations and set a 
record for deliveries of its Model S sedan in the third quarter, delighting investors even as its 
losses doubled from a year ago. 

Tesla said Wednesday it delivered 7,785 cars during the July-September period. That was 
slightly below its guidance of 7,800 but up 41.5 percent from the same quarter a year ago. 

The company's net loss widened to $74.7 million for the quarter, or 60 cents per share, which 
was almost double its loss from a year ago. The company blamed increased research and 
development costs for both the Model X SUV, which is due to go on sale next year, as well 
as its new all-wheel-drive system. 

Tesla also cited the expense of adding stores in Asia and building more charging stations. 
The company now has 124 Supercharger stations in the U.S., 82 in Europe and 23 in China. 
That's up from 81 worldwide at the beginning of this year. It recently introduced the Model S 
in Hong Kong and Japan and plans to introduce it in Australia by the end of this year. 
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Siemens net profit up 40 percent, outlook cautious 

By The Associated Press 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP)- Industrial equipment maker Siemens says quarterly net 
profit rose 40 percent but issued a cautious outlook for the coming year, saying global 
tensions would affect its business and predicting flat revenue. 

Siemens also said Thursday it was selling its hearing-aid business to the investment company 
EQT and Germany's Struengmann family of entrepreneurs for 2.15 billion euros ($2.68 
billion). 

Net income for the quarter ending Sept. 30, the company's fiscal fourth, rose to 1.50 billion 
euros ($1.87 billion) from 1.07 billion euros in the same quarter a year ago. Revenue was flat 
at 20.56 billion euros. Sales and profit figures beat estimates compiled by financial 
information provider FactSet. 

Profits were dented by the company's energy division, where it took 223 million euros in 
charges for troubles with wind turbines which needed to have main bearings replaced and 
suffered blade damage from rough weather. 

The Munich-based maker of heavy equipment including trains, medical imaging machines 
and power turbines said that the business environment would be "complex" in 2015, among 
other things due to geopolitical tensions. Siemens is active all over the word including the 
Middle East and Russia, where trade has been put under pressure by sanctions imposed by 
Western governments over Russia's conflict with Ukraine. 

Scientists find new coral species off California 

By The Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)- Scientists have discovered a new species of deep-sea coral in 
underwater canyons off the Northern California coast, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration announced Wednesday. 

A NOAA research team using small submersibles found the coral in September near national 
marine sanctuaries off the coast of Sonoma County, the agency said. 

The coral from the genus Leptogorgia was discovered about 600 feet deep in the first 
intensive exploration of underwater canyons near the Gulf ofFarallones and Cordell Bank 
national marine sanctuaries. 
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Collecting data on the 4-inch-long white and red coral will help scientists determine the 
ecological importance of deep sea communities in the area and the threats they face, said the 
Farallones sanctuary's superintendent, Maria Brown. 

"Deep-sea corals and sponges provide valuable refuge for fish and other marina life," Brown 
said. "Effective management of these ecosystems requires science-based information on their 
condition." 

New Zealand mine owner won't retrieve 29 killed 

By Nick Perry 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP)- The owners of a New Zealand coal mine where the 
bodies of 29 workers remain entombed after a methane-fueled explosion four years ago said 
Thursday they won't go back into the mine because it remains too dangerous. 

The announcement by state-owned company Solid Energy dashed the hopes of those who 
had sought to recover the remains of their loved ones from the Pike River mine, located on 
the South Island. 

Solid Energy Board Chairwoman Pip Dunphy said in a statement the company was unable to 
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come up with a safe re-entry plan. 

"We know this decision will be very disappointing to the family members and friends of the 
men who died in the mine," she said. "However, any further loss of life in this mine is 
unacceptable and any possibility of other families having to go through what the Pike 
families have suffered is not something our board can support." 

Dunphy said risks included the possibility of the roof collapsing due to fire damage and 
difficulties managing gas levels and ventilation. 

Report: Africa ivory smuggled on China state visit 

By Didi Tang 

BEIJING (AP)- Chinese officials used a state trip by President Xi Jinping and other high
level visits to smuggle ivory out of Tanzania, an environmental watchdog said in a report 
Thursday that cast doubt over Beijing's efforts to stamp out the illegal trade that has led to 
rampant elephant poaching throughout Africa. 

China is the world's largest importer of smuggled tusks, and Tanzania is the largest source of 
poached ivory, the London-based Environmental Investigation Agency said. Poaching in 
Tanzania alone has killed half of the country's elephants in the past five years, the group said 
in the~~-

It said that Chinese-led criminal gangs conspired with corrupt Tanzanian officials to traffic 
huge amounts of ivory, some of which was loaded in diplomatic bags on Xi's plane during a 
presidential visit in March 2013. 

China's foreign affairs officials did not immediately respond to a request for comment on the 
report, which came at a time when the Chinese government has openly denounced illegal 
ivory trade. 

But Meng Xianlin, director general of the Endangered Species Import and Export 
Management Office of China, said Thursday that he has never heard of involvement of 
Chinese delegations in ivory trade. 

Keystone top priority for GOP Congress, say leaders 

The new Republican-controlled Congress intends to quickly get down to the business of 
passing legislation, with the Keystone XL pipeline project at the top of the list, House 
Speaker Rep. John Boehner, R-Ohio, and future Senate Majority leader Sen. Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., wrote in an op-ed published by the The Wall Street Journal. 
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Numbers indicate most of Obama climate program safe from GOP 
Congress 

Despite big Republican election wins which will give the party full control of Congress, 
E&E calculates that the GOP is unlikely to muster enough votes to beat back filibusters 
and/or vetoes to pass legislation that would directly overturn key aspects of President 
Obama' s climate program. 

Election results expected to boost RGGI 

Republican gains in state capitols don't look set to threaten the Regional Greenhouse Gas 
Initiative in the Northeast-- to the contrary, the victory for Democrat Tom Wolf, who 
defeated Gov. Tom Corbett, R-Pa., could expand the carbon trading market by bringing 
Pennsylvania into the fold, National Journal reports. 

Measure targeting Pebble Mine wins in Alaska 

Alaska voters have backed a measure which would require state legislature approval for any 
mining venture around Bristol Bay, The Hill reports. 

Keystone backer Terry loses in Nebraska house race 

Bucking the national trend, Rep. Lee Terry, R-Neb., a favorite target of opponents of the 
Keystone XL pipeline, lost to Democratic rival Brad Ashford in Tuesday's election, KETV 
reports. 

Oil starts giving back Wednesday gains on Libya developments 

News that Libya would restart production at its El Sharara oilfield started moving oil prices 
lower early Thursday, although not enough to undo bigger gains a day earlier from the 
Energy Information Administration report of a drop in Cushing stockpiles last week. West 
Texas Intermediate crude for December delivery lost 22 cents to $78.46 a barrel in electronic 
trading on the Nymex, while in London Brent was down 18 cents to $82.77, Bloomberg 
reports. 
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Vote, litigation to continue over Kinder Morgan deal 

A judge in Delaware has dismissed a shareholder move to stop a vote on Kinder Morgan's 
proposed $44 billion dollar merger, although the suit against the deal itself will proceed, 
FuelFix reports. 

Cool summer hits Duke Energy profits 

Cooler temperatures over the summer reduced demand for energy and cut into Duke 
Energy's profits in the third quarter, the power company reported, reporting earnings 
excluding charges of $1.40 a share, which was lower than analysts' expectations, Reuters 
reports. 

Bigger customer base for SolarCity in 3Q 

Top U.S. solar panel installer SolarCity reported adding customers to generate a 20 percent 
hike in revenue in the third quarter, to $58.34 million, although that was less than analysts 
expected and the company's loss widened compared to the year-ago period, Reuters reports. 

Putin ally target of US money-laundering investigation 

Prosecutors in the Justice Department and New York State are looking into whether Gennady 
Timchenko, a member of President Vladimir Putin's inner circle, used the U.S. financial 
system to handle funds linked to corrupt oil deals in Russia, people familiar with the probe 
told The Wall Street Journal. 

Upcoming Events 

o Nov. 6, Washington: House Speaker John Boehner holds post-election press 
conference. 1:15 pm , Capitol. 

o Nov. 6, Washington: The Woodrow Wilson Canada Institute holds fomm, "The Energy 
Security Renaissance in North America." EIA senior adviser Shirley Neff, former State 
Department official David L. Goldwyn among speakers. 10:30 am, 1300 Pennsylvania 
Ave.,N.W. 
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BREAKING NEWS: Obama to let Keystone XL review continue 
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Record $100M fine for Hyundai, Kia to settle EPA mileage case 
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Lower gas prices boost US SUV sales in October 

Low oil prices send chills through oil patch 

Senate races hot on accusations, light on ideas 

Some Maine towns in dark as election approaches 

After 5 reports: Future of UN climate body debated 

Mystery drones fly over French nuclear sites 

Battle in east Libya's Benghazi sets ship ablaze 

GOP Senate could see lnhofe gunning for Obama environment agenda 

Legal challenges would await Denton tracking ban 

Nebraska voters hold fate of Keystone judge 

Oil slides further on Saudi price cuts 

Saudi to crowd in on US refinery market share: Moody's 
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Flow resumes in Sunoco pipeline, company admits bigger spill 

Two companies settle with La. levee board to exit lawsuit 

Statoil trumpets big North Sea oil find 

Protests mount as FERC mulls more gas projects 

DOE announces meeting to discuss power cords 

Upcoming Events 

Lower gas prices boost US SUV sales in October 

By Tom Krisher and Dee-Ann Durbin 

DETROIT (AP)- Falling gas prices improved buyers' moods and boosted sales of SUVs 
and trucks in October. 

GM, Toyota, Chrysler, Nissan, Volkswagen and Honda all reported sales gains last month. 
Only Ford's sales fell2 percent as it cut back on F-Series pickup sales ahead of the launch of 
a new F-150 later this year. 

Analysts expected industry sales to rise 6 percent over last October. 

The national average price of gasoline fell 33 cents to end October at $3 a gallon, according 
to AAA. Gasoline is now the cheapest it has been in four years, and the decline accelerated a 
trend toward SUV s and trucks that has been going on all year. 

Low oil prices send chills through oil patch 

By Josh Wood and Jonathan Fahey 

WILLISTON, N.D. (AP)- Marcus Jundt moved to Williston from Minnesota almost four 
years ago and has opened four restaurants there since. Food isn't propelling his business, 
though. It's oil. 

"Everything I've done in Williston is a derivative of oil," he says. 

That oil has averaBed $96 a barrel over the 12ast four ~ears, fuelinB more drillinB, more 
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hiring, and bigger appetites in North Dakota, Texas, Oklahoma and elsewhere. Now oil has 
hit a rough patch, plunging to $79 from $107 in June on fears of a global glut. Many expect 
these lower prices are to stick around for a while. 

Lower oil prices, while good for the broader U.S. economy, are a threat to what has been a 
surprising and dramatic surge in oil production in the U.S., and to drilling communities that 
have come to depend on oil money. 

"If the price gets low enough and stays there long enough I'm sure it will affect the number of 
people and the amount of money that will be spent in the greater community- and I have 
exposure to that," Jundt says. 

Senate races hot on accusations, light on ideas 

By Charles Babington 

WASHINGTON (AP)- This year's Senate races have featured astronomical spending, 
ceaseless attack ads and innumerable slaps at a president who's not on the ballot. Largely 
missing, however, are ideas on how best to govern the nation. 

Even with control of the Senate at stake, serious discussions about deficit spending, climate 
change, immigration, Social Security's long-term future and other knotty issues rarely 
emerged. 

Republicans overwhelmingly devoted their campaigns to criticizing President Barack 
Obama's leadership and governing style. And Democrats, while sometimes forced to wanly 
defend "Obamacare," often caricatured their opponents as throwbacks eager to limit women's 
reproductive rights. 

To be sure, superficial debates and 30-second attack ads have fueled U.S. political campaigns 
for years. But even by that measure, political veterans say, this fall's elections were 
remarkably light on policy and ideas. 
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After 5 reports: Future of UN climate body debated 

By Karl Ritter 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP)- After a six-year scientific marathon that involved about 
4,000 authors, contributors and reviewers and 30,000 climate studies, the U.N.'s expert panel 
on climate change has published its latest assessment on global warming. Now many wonder 
what's next. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has answered the most important question 
on global warming- whether humans are causing it- with 95 percent certainty: Yes. 

Next year, the IPCC is set to make a decision on its future and even the panel itself is asking 
whether it makes sense to embark on another mammoth climate report, which would be its 
sixth since 1988. 

The painstaking and time-consuming work of the Nobel Peace Prize-winning group has 
meant that some of its findings are already out of date by the time its reports are published. 

Mystery drones fly over French nuclear sites 

By Jamey Keaten 
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PARIS (AP)- French security officials are investigating a spate of mysterious and illegal 
flights by drone aircraft over more than a dozen nuclear power stations in France, raising 
security concerns in a country that largely lives off atomic energy. 

In what environmental activists call a worrisome development, authorities have tallied at 
least 15 overflights of nuclear sites since early October, culminating Friday with five at 
separate sites, government and utility officials said Monday. 

Authorities would not speculate about who could be behind the overflights or what their 
motive might be. But prospects ranged from would-be terrorist scouts, economic spies, a 
political or environmental group, or even a hobbyist playing an illegal joke. 

Environment and Energy Minister Segolene Royal said there are no leads as to who was 
behind the flights. 

Battle in east Libya's Benghazi sets ship ablaze 

By Omar Almosmari 

CAIRO (AP)- Fierce fighting near the port of Libya's eastern city of Benghazi set fire to a 
large ship Monday, with witnesses and the country's military spokesman disagreeing whether 
it was an oil tanker or a naval warship engulfed in flames. 

Mohammed Hegazi, the army spokesman, told The Associated Press that Islamist militias 
fired rocket propelled grenades from high-rise buildings overlooking the port, hitting an oil 
tanker. 

"I saw it with my own eyes and it is a small oil tanker," he said, declining to divulge any 
more details about the tanker. He added that the army has previously warned oil tankers from 
entering Benghazi port, and said it's not clear why the tanker was present in the port. The 
Benghazi port has been closed for weeks. 

However, witnesses who spoke to the AP said it was a naval warship that was hit in the 
crossfire. It was not immediately possible to clarify the discrepancies between the two 
accounts. 

GOP Senate could see lnhofe gunning for Obama environment 
agenda 

If Republicans win control of the Senate in Tuesday's elections, oil industry champion and 
climate change arch-skeptic Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla., will likely chair the Environment 
and Public Works Committee, morphing the panel from a protector of Obama administration 
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policies to "a battering ram" against them, E&E reports. 

Legal challenges would await Denton tracking ban 

If voters in Denton, Texas approve a fracking ban, the measure would be virtually guaranteed 
to face legal challenges, in particular since drilling rigs are already operating in the 
community, the Star-Telegram reports. 

Nebraska voters hold fate of Keystone judge 

Nebraska Judge Stephanie Lacey-- who declared the law used to determine the routing for 
the Keystone XL pipeline was unconstitutional --is among a number of figures on the bench 
who are getting their fate determined in a retention vote Tuesday, the Omaha World-Herald 
reports. 

Oil slides further on Saudi price cuts 

Saudi Arabia's move to lower its prices for oil to U.S. customers sent benchmarks tumbling 
again Monday. West Texas Intermediate cmde for December delivery dove to its lowest 
settlement in more than two years, dropping $1.76 to $78.78 a barrel on the Nymex, while in 
London Brent ended $1.08lower at $84.78, Bloomberg reports. 

Saudi to crowd in on US refinery market share: Moody's 

Expansions in refineries in Saudi Arabia will grab some market share from U.S. refineries, 
which up to now have prospered from the American shale boom, FuelFix reports. 

Flow resumes in Sunoco pipeline, company admits bigger spill 

Sunoco Logistics said Monday the malfunction in its Mid-Valley Pipeline in Louisiana four 
weeks ago spilled 500 more barrels of oil into the Tete Bayou than it had originally reported, 
as the flow resumed at 80 percent pressure, according to The Shreveport Times. 

Two companies settle with La. levee board to exit lawsuit 

White Oak Operating LLC and Chroma Operating Inc. are paying the Southeast Louisiana 
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Flood Protection Authority-East $50,000 to be released from a lawsuit the levee board has 
filed against dozens of oil and gas companies, under terms of a settlement agreed last week 
and made public Monday, The Times-Picayune reports. 

Statoil trumpets big North Sea oil find 

The Johan Sverdrup oilfield in the North Sea should generate up to 650,000 barrels of oil a 
day, bringing in more than $199 billion over the next 50 years, Norway's Statoil announced 
Monday, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Protests mount as FERC mulls more gas projects 

Protesters have taken to demonstrating outside the headquarters of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission and rallying criticism on social media sites as the agency handles 
more applications for natural gas pipelines and terminals, E&E reports. 

DOE announces meeting to discuss power cords 

Standards to improve the efficiency of fast-charging power cords for cellphones and 
computers will be the topic of discussion at a public meeting Nov. 21, the Department of 
Energy said Monday, The Hill reports. 

Upcoming Events 

• Nov. 3, Washington: National Academy of Sciences begins two-day forum, "Modeling 
the Health Risks of Climate Change." 8:30am, 901 ESt. N.W. 
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States concerns push EPA to put carbon rule options on table 
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Group wants court review of reactor license 

Groups book Louisiana ads after Election Day 

GM to move production of Volt part to US 

Electric-car drivers trading gas for solar power 

Grand Teton lodge under review after Biden stay 

USVI: Buyer found for former Hovensa oil refinery 

Emissions drop puts EU just shy of 2020 goal 

18 miners trapped in coal mine accident in Turkey 

EPA sends coal ash rule to OMB 

Keystone decision 'sooner rather than later': Kerry 

Consumers may benefit but economy could suffer from cheaper oil, gasoline 

No spending adjustments yet on lower oil prices: BP CFO 

Oil gains on dollar weakness, stock rally 

Shell Midstream IPO could bring $750M plus 

Mixed success likely for all-GOP Congress attacking Obama climate policy 
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UN Climate draft: Resilience not enough, emissions must come down 

China pushing to unlock, oil, gas potential in South China Sea 

Britain warns of tighter winter power supply 

Upcoming Events 

Group wants court review of reactor license 

By Michael R. Blood 

LOS ANGELES (AP)- An environmental group asked a federal court Tuesday to review 
its claim that California's last operating nuclear power plant is violating federal law and 
should be shut down at least temporarily. 

In a petition filed in Washington with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 
Circuit, Friends of the Earth said the Nuclear Regulatory Commission violated its own rules 
when it altered the operating license for the Diablo Canyon reactors. 

The petition marked the latest development in the dispute over potential danger posed by 
earthquake faults near the reactors. 

In a statement, the group said the change, involving how risks from earthquakes are assessed, 
should have triggered a license amendment proceeding that would have involved public 
hearings. Instead, the change was made internally. 

The petition asked that the change be overturned and the court order a license amendment 
proceeding. It also asks that the power plant be shut down until those proceedings are 
completed. 

Groups book Louisiana ads after Election Day 

By Melinda Deslatte and Philip Elliott 

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP)- Louisiana's Senate race was in all likelihood heading to a 
runoff. Need proof? Just look at the major political groups' media plans. 

Senate Republicans' campaign arm has booked a pittance in air time- roughly $10,000-
in October. That all changes after voters cast ballots on Nov. 4. 
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If no candidate captures a majority of votes, the top two hopefuls advance to a head-to-head 
contest to be settled in a Dec. 6 runoff In preparation, the National Republican Senatorial 
Committee has asked broadcast stations and cable providers to set aside $2.8 million in air 
time for the overtime race against endangered Democratic Sen. Mary Landrieu. 

A conservative business coalition, the Charles and David Koch-backed Freedom Partners 
Chamber of Commerce, has also booked another $1.8 million to help the extra-innings 
campaign against Landrieu. 

Democrats, too, are rushing into Louisiana. Weeks ago, the Democratic Senatorial Campaign 
Committee had not booked advertising time after Election Day but recently has added $1.8 
million in air time. The DSCC now is planning to spend more after Nov. 4 than it did before. 

GM to move production of Volt part to US 

By The Associated Press 

DETROIT (AP)- General Motors is moving production of the Chevrolet Volt's electric 
drive unit from Mexico to a Detroit-area factory as it updates the slow-selling car to increase 
its electric range and make it perform better. 

The Volt can go about 38 miles on battery power before a small gasoline generator kicks in. 
In the revamped version, coming in the second half of next year, the battery will store more 
energy yet be smaller, allowing the car to go farther on battery power, CEO Mary Barra said 
in a speech delivered at the Detroit Economic Club on Tuesday. 

Moving the electric drive from Ramos Arzipe, Mexico, to the Warren, Michigan, 
transmission plant means that all of the Volt's main components -the electric drive unit, 
battery pack and gasoline generator- will be made in the U.S. starting next year. An 
electric drive unit powers the Volt's wheels. 

GM won't hire any new workers in Warren to make the drive system. 

Barra also announced that GM will invest another $300 million in Southeast Michigan 
factories before the end of this year, but she gave no details. 

Electric-car drivers trading gas for solar power 

By Dee-Ann Durbin 

DETROIT - Owners of electric vehicles have 
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number are powering their cars with sunlight. 

Solar panels installed on the roof of a home or garage can easily generate enough electricity 
to power an electric or plug-in gas-electric hybrid vehicle. The panels aren't cheap, and 
neither are the cars. A Ford Fusion Energi plug-in sedan, for example, is $7,200 more than an 
equivalent gas-powered Fusion even after a $4,007 federal tax credit. 

But advocates say the investment pays off over time and is worth it for the thrill of fossil fuel
free driving. 

"We think it was one of the best things in the world to do," says Kevin Tofel, who bought a 
Chevrolet Volt in 2012 to soak up the excess power from his home solar-energy system. "We 
will never go back to an all-gas car." 

No one knows exactly how many electric cars are being powered by solar energy, but the 
number of electric and plug-in hybrid cars in the U.S. is growing. Last year, 97,563 were sold 
in the U.S., according to Ward's AutolnfoBank, up 83 percent from the year before. 
Meanwhile, solar installations grew 21 percent in the second quarter of this year, and more 
than 500,000 homes and businesses now have them, according to the Solar Energy Industries 
Association. 
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USVI: Buyer found for former Hovensa oil refinery 

By The Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE AMALIE, U.S. Virgin Islands (AP)- The U.S. Virgin Islands' governor 
says the owners of the former Hovensa oil refinery in St. Croix have found a buyer. 

John DeJongh Jr. says Atlantic Basin Refining Inc. has reached a 22-year agreement with 
the owners and the government. He said the company was formed specifically to buy the 
refinery that closed in early 2012 after years of weak demand and high operating costs. 

He said in a release late Monday that the buyer is required to rebuild and restart the refinery, 
employ more than 700 workers and make more than $1.6 billion in fixed payments. 

DeJongh Jr. said refinery construction and rehabilitation could take up to two years and cost 
more than $1 billion. 

Emissions drop puts EU just shy of 2020 goal 

By The Associated Press 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP)- The European Union's environment agency says the 
bloc's greenhouse gas emissions dropped by nearly 2 percent last year, putting the EU very 
close to reaching its emissions target for 2020. 

That goal is to reduce emissions of C02 and other greenhouse gases by 20 percent compared 
to 1990 levels. 

The European Environment Agency said Tuesday that emissions already have fallen 19 
percent, meaning the 28-nation bloc is likely to exceed its target. 

The EEA projected that 2020 emissions will be 21 percent or 24 percent lower than they 
were in 1990, depending on whether planned climate action is implemented in full. 

However, Germany and Spain were among some countries that weren't on track to meet their 
national targets. 
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18 miners trapped in coal mine accident in Turkey 

By Suzan Fraser 

ANKARA, Turkey (AP)- Surging water trapped at least 18 workers Tuesday in a coal 
mine in Turkey, officials and reports said- an event likely to raise even more concerns 
about the nation's poor workplace safety standards. 

Initial reports said flooding inside the Has Sekerler mine near the town of Ermenek in 
Karaman province caused a cave-in, but subsequent reports workers were trapped by the 
water. Turkey's emergency management agency, AFAD, said a broken pipe in the mine 
caused the flooding but did not elaborate. 

Gov. Murat Koca said about 20 other workers escaped or were rescued from the mine, some 
500 kilometers (300 miles) south of Ankara, close to Turkey's Mediterranean coast 

Sahin Uyar, an official at the privately owned coal mine, told private NTV television that the 
miners were stuck more than 300 meters (330 yards) underground. 

Climate change a snoozer among voters 

Click here to read the brief 

EPA sends coal ash rule to OMB 

The Obama administration should be able to make the court-ordered deadline of Dec. 19 to 
publish its coal ash rule, since the Environmental Protection Agency has now sent the 
proposed regulation to the White House Office of Management and Budget for final review, 
The Hill reports. 

Keystone decision 'sooner rather than later': Kerry 

Secretary of State John Kerry-- speaking during a news conference Tuesday on a visit to 
Canada-- said he'd prefer to send his recommendation to President Obama about the fate of 
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the Keystone XL pipeline "sooner rather than later," but he offered no "precise date," 
Reuters reports. 

Consumers may benefit but economy could suffer from cheaper oil, 
gasoline 

Lower oil prices that have dragged gasoline prices below $3 a gallon could threaten to at 
least partly derail the country's energy boom, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

No spending adjustments yet on lower oil prices: BP CFO 

BP, which reported a 63 percent drop in third quarter profit as Russian partner Rosneft made 
less, will not cut spending further as a result of lower crude prices, CFO Brian Gil vary told a 
conference call Tuesday, although he added that if the benchmark drops to $70 a barrel that 
could change the picture, FuelFix reports. 

Oil gains on dollar weakness, stock rally 

Gains on Wall Street and a dollar slump helped boost oil prices Tuesday, although traders 
kept a wary eye on a predicted stockpile increase. U.S. benchmark crude settled up 42 cents 
at $81.42 a barrel on the Nymex, while in London Brent finished 20 cents higher at $86.03, 
Reuters reports. 

Shell Midstream IPO could bring $750M plus 

The market hasn't seen an initial public offering of this size for a master limited partnership 
in more than 10 years - Royal Dutch Shell's Shell Midstream Partners LP may well raise in 
excess of $750 million, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Mixed success likely for all-GOP Congress attacking Obama climate 
policy 

Republicans have promised to go on the offensive against Obama administration climate 
policy if they gain control of the Senate in the mid-term elections, but they are unlikely to 
muster enough strength to overturn the President's veto in the event he uses it, E&E reports. 
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UN Climate draft: Resilience not enough, emissions must come down 

Limits to how much can be done to adapt to climate change means there is no getting around 
the urgency to cut greenhouse gas emissions, according to a draft report from the U.N.'s 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change that's expected to be adopted this week, E&E 
reports. 

China pushing to unlock, oil, gas potential in South China Sea 

Disputes with its neighbors over rights in the South China Sea are a signal of China's interest 
in the oil and gas reserves underneath it, The New York Times reports. 

Britain warns of tighter winter power supply 

A loss of generators means that Britain has only 4 percent spare electricity capacity to help it 
weather the winter months, compared to 5 percent last year and 17 percent three years ago, 
according to the seasonal outlook published by the country's National Grid, BBC News 
reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Oct. 28, Washington: United States Energy Association membership briefing on low
carbon coal technology in China. Beijing Baoju Energy Sci-Tech Co., Ltd. 
chairman Ren Xiangkun to speak. 10:00 am, 1300 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 

o Oct. 28, Washington: Brookings Institution forum, "The International Energy Agency's 
Africa Energy Outlook." lEA chief economist Fatih Birol to speak. 9:30am, 1775 
Massachusetts Ave. N.W. 

o Oct. 28, Washington: Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz addresses Wilson Center forum 
on Amazon science research, sponsored by the Energy Department and Sao Paulo 
Research Foundation. 8:30am, 1300 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 

o Oct. 29, Washington: Washington Ideas Forum conference Day 1. Commerce Secretary 
Penny Pritzker, Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel, NRG Energy President David Crane, 
T. Boone Pickens, Sen. Joe Manchin, Sen. John Barrasso among speakers. Continues 
Thursday. 9:00am, Harman Center for the Arts. 
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To: Shope, Elizabeth[eshope@nrdc.org] 
Cc: Swift, Anthony[aswift@nrdc.org]; Droitsch, Danielle[ddroitsch@nrdc.org] 
From: Shope, Elizabeth 
Sent: Wed 10/15/2014 5:28:54 PM 
Subject: Keystone XL update: Tar sands expansion projects cancelled & Canada slammed for poor 
climate record 

Greetings, 

We wanted to make sure you were aware of some recent developments in the debate around the 
proposed Keystone XL tar sands pipeline. 

L__jc_jc__;L__jc__jj~L__jc__j Evidence that the Keystone XL will enable substantial tar sands expansion 
and associated carbon emissions continue to mount. Since Febmary, three major tar sands 
operations have been canceled due to poor economic conditions, including Shell's 200,000 bpd 
Pierre River mine, Total's 160,000 bpd Joslyn mine and Statoil's 40,000 bpd Comer in situ 
project. Rising tar sands production costs, pipeline constraints and declining oil prices continue 
to make new tar sands projects risky investments. And as oil prices decline below $85 per barrel, 
they have reached a level where new tar sands projects cannot break even without Keystone XL 
according The dynamics of these cancellations and the slowing 
of tar sands development were discussed in and by NRDC's Anthony Swift in his 

~~JLLL_jLLJ~LLLL Canada was slammed again for its poor international climate record. This is 
yet another reason to reject the pipeline. last 
week concluding the Canadian government failed to pass meaningful climate legislation or make 
any progress toward meeting the country's 2020 greenhouse gas reduction goals. The key reason 
Canada can't meet its commitments is due to rising emissions from the tar sands sector. A useful 
summary of the report's highlights can be found 

;__j~Jc_JL_jL__jj_jc_JL_j Tar sands industry lobbies to water down Europe's clean fuels policy. Europe 
adopted new mles -which still need to be adopted by European Parliament -which will require 
greater transparency surrounding the EU' s fuel mix and will push suppliers to increase use of 
renewable and electric energy sources. Unfortunately, Canada and the tar sands industry watered 
down a new clean fuels policy in Europe designed to lower the carbon intensity of transport fuels 
by 6% by 2020. NRDC's Danielle Droitsch and Josh Axelrod provide more detail on the new 
measure m ==-'=~ 
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Best, 

Elizabeth Shope 1 Advocate, International Program 

Resources Defense 

~ Save paper. Think before printing. 
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G iles-AA, Cynthia [G iles-AA. Cynth ia@e pa .gov] 
EnergyGuardian 
Wed 10/8/2014 10:38:14 PM 
Mileage for US cars hits new record 

new 
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Obama plans to name national monument near LA 

By Kevin Freking 

WASHINGTON (AP)- President Barack Obama plans to designate 346,000 acres within 
the San Gabriel Mountains north of Los Angeles as a national monument, a step that 
supporters say will ensure better stewardship on one of the nation's most heavily-visited 
forests but has also worried some local officials about potential land use restrictions. 

A While House official, speaking on condition of anonymity ahead of Friday's planned 
announcement, says Obama's order will ensure the land is permanently protected. 

The San Gabriel Mountains are a popular recreation area, and more than 15 million people 
live within 90 minutes' distance. The White House says the designation builds on more than a 
decade of support from various business and environmental groups, and members of 
Congress. 

California grounds air tankers after deadly crash 

By The Associated Press 

OSEMITE NATIONAL PARK, Calif. (AP)- California fire officials have grounded air 
tankers after one of the aircraft crashed while fighting a blaze in Yosemite National Park, 
killing the pilot. 

State Department of Forestry and Fire Protection spokeswoman Alyssa Smith said 
Wednesday the agency normally does such a safety stand-down after a crash. 

It was not clear how long the planes would be out of service. 

The agency has about 22 S-2T air tankers. Smith said other aircraft are still available to assist 
with fires. 

The crash on Tuesday killed a pilot whose name has not been released. 

Smith said rescue crews plan to recover the body on Wednesday. 
I . . . 

Freeh says Ala. man should return Gulf claim money 

By Kevin McGill 
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NEW ORLEANS (AP)- The former FBI chief appointed to investigate the BP oil spill 
claims process is seeking the return of nearly $240,000 from an Alabama man and his 
maritime business. 

Louis Freeh, in a federal court filing this week, says the man claimed to have made the bulk 
of his 2009 income for himself and his business from shrimping - revenue that was shut off 
by the 2010 Gulf oil spill. 

Freeh contends most of the 2009 revenue came not from seafood harvesting, but from marine 
debris cleanup work, meaning the man wasn't entitled to money for lost seafood sales. 

Freeh says the federal court in New Orleans should order Jay Zirlott of Theodore and his 
business to repay $239,519. 

Zirlott did not return a call seeking comment Wednesday. 
I 

Atlantic hurricane season weakest so far since '83 

By Danica Coto 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP)- This year's Atlantic hurricane season is shaping up to be 
one of the weakest in decades with only five named storms formed in the region so far this 
year. 

That's the fewest named storms formed during a single full season in the Atlantic since 1983, 
when there were four. 

Fore casters have projected another two named Atlantic storms for the rest of the season that 
ends on Nov. 30. But there are no signs of any new ones spinning off Africa's west coast 
during what is usually the season's peak period- mid-August to late October. 

"We've been very fortunate so far," said Dennis Feltgen, a meteorologist with the Miami
based National Hurricane Center. 

Seattle suburb: Water safe to drink again 

By The Associated Press 

MERCER ISLAND, Wash. (AP)- A boil-water advisory that closed restaurants and forced 
schools to operate with bottled water for nearly a week in a wealthy Seattle suburb has been 
lifted, even though inspectors never found the source of E. coli that prompted it. 

officials said to drink the water on Mercer Island after 
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samples tested clean for six straight days. The boil-water advisory was lifted at noon after 
consultations with Public Health Seattle-King County and the state Department of Health. 

"We are pleased to be on the other side of this and hope it's the end of it," city spokesman 
Ross Freeman said. 

The city will continue investigating, expanded testing and adding extra chlorine to the water. 
Residents are advised to let tap water run for 5 minutes to clear the pipes. 

Schools were scheduled to sanitize their water systems Wednesday night, the city said. 

New Manhattan Project director documents released 

By Russell Contreras 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP)- After more than half a century of intrigue and mystery, the 
U.S. Department of Energy has declassified documents related to a Cold War hearing for the 
man who directed the Manhattan Project and was later accused of having communist 
sympathies. 

The department last week released transcripts of the 1950s hearings on the security clearance 
of J. Robert Oppenheimer, providing more insight into the previously secret world that 
surrounded development of the atomic bomb and the anti-communist hysteria that gripped 
the nation amid the growing power of the Soviet Union. 

Oppenheimer led the Manhattan Project at Los Alamos National Laboratory, which 
developed the atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki during World War II. The 
secretive projects involved three research and production facilities at Los Alamos, New 
Mexico, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and Hanford, Washington. 

The once-celebrated physicist lost his security clearance following the four-week, closed
door hearing. Officials also alleged that Oppenheimer's wife and brother had both been 
communists and he had contributed to communist front-organizations. 

000271 PST Deliverable00001191 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Serbia signals shift away from Russia over gas 

By Dusan Stojanovic 

BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) _ €" Serbia has indicated it is ready to loosen its traditionally 
strong relations with Russia, saying it will not defy a European Union warning against 
building a Moscow-controlled gas pipeline. 

Serbian Prime Minister Aleksandar Vucic said Wednesday "it makes no sense" to start 
construction of the South Stream pipeline, which is to bypass Ukraine to transport Russian 
natural gas to Europe, without an agreement on its legality between the EU and Moscow. 

Earlier Wednesday, the EU warned Serbia in a report that its bid to join the EU could suffer 
if it builds its sector of South Stream in defiance of the EU. 

Serbia, which has refused to impose sanctions against Russia, is caught in the middle of 
Moscow's row with the West over Ukraine. It is increasingly being pressured to make a 
choice: continue down its path toward EU membership, or give up that goal and forge even 
stronger ties with Russia. 

UK cleared to heavily subsidize $398 nuclear plant 

By Juergen Baetz 

BRUSSELS (AP)- The European Union has approved Britain's bid to heavily subsidize a 
new nuclear power plant, overriding opposition from environmentalists and questions over 
the project's 24.5 billion pound ($39 billion) price tag. 

The EU's executive Commission said Wednesday it found the subsidies for construction and 
operation of the Hinkley Point plant won't distort fair competition. 

Britain will guarantee all the loans for the project's construction and grant plant operators a 
fixed above-market electricity price- roughly double the current wholesale price- for 35 
years to ensure their investment will break even. 

To gain EU approval, Britain agreed to change some terms, including raising the price for the 
loan guarantees, which should save British taxpayers 1 billion pounds, the Commission said. 

The project is to be carried out by France's EDF energy and a group of Chinese investors 
who estimate the construction costs to be 16 billion pounds. However, the EU Commission 
says it will cost 24.5 billion pounds plus another 10 billion pounds for operational costs such 
as waste management. 
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UN envoy urges restraint in Cyprus-Turkey gas row 

By The Associated Press 

NICOSIA, Cypms (AP)- A United Nations envoy is urging Cypms and Turkey to avoid 
any escalation of tensions in a row over Ankara's planned gas search in waters where the 
Cypriot government has already licensed companies to drill. 

Espen Barth Eide on Wednesday urged all sides to "act responsibly" and to "create an 
understanding" about potential gas reserves off the ethnically divided island. 

Cypms' Greek Cypriot president on Tuesday suspended reunification talks, accusing Turkey 
of violating the EU member country's sovereign rights and international law. 

Cypms was split in 1974 when Turkey invaded after a coup by supporters of union with 
Greece. Turkey doesn't recognize Cypms as a state and opposes its offshore energy search. 

Eide said he would continue contacts with both the internationally recognized Greek 
Cypriots and the breakaway Turkish Cypriots. 

Natural gas boom opens export talks 

Click here to read the brief 

Canada grows crude exports to US despite Keystone delays 

Canada is exporting more cmde to the U.S. despite the stalling of the Keystone XL pipeline 
project, last week topping 3 million barrels per day for the first time, according to Energy 
Information Administration data, Reuters reports. 

Growing supply forces further oil price retreat 
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Increasing crude supplies from the U.S., OPEC and Russia put further pressure on oil prices 
Wednesday. West Texas Intermediate crude for November delivery dropped 1.7 percent, 
sliding $1.54 to settle at $87.31 a barrel on the Nymex, while in London Brent crude fell into 
a bear market, losing 73 cents to $91.38, Bloomberg reports. 

FERC finds minimal environmental impact from Corpus Christi LNG 

The determination from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission that Cheniere Energy's 
proposed Corpus Christi LNG facility won't do significant harm to the environment gives the 
project a green light toward full approval, FuelFix reports. 

NRC failed to spot San Onofre problems in 2009, OIG says 

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission didn't spot problems with the steam generators at the 
San Onofre Nuclear Generating station when it inspected the facility in 2009, problems that 
later moved Southern California Edison to shut down the plant, the NRC's Inspector 
General's office said in a report released Tuesday, according to Platts. 

Hoeven: Will move to pull funding from EPA water rule 

The Environmental Protection Agency's move to extend the comment period on its Waters of 
the U.S. rule isn't enough, according to Sen. John Hoeven, R-N.D., who wants the measure 
ditched completely and says he will use his position on the Senate Appropriations Committee 
to try and prevent the EPA from spending on the regulation, The Hill reports. 

Rising sea levels to worsen tidal flooding on East, Gulf coasts: Study 

Tidal flooding that used to be a rarity will become a regular occurrence because of rising sea 
levels, according to a the Union of Concerned Scientists, which examined 52 East 
and Gulf coast communities, E&E reports. 

Nelson to look for king tide flooding Thursday 

Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla., is bringing officials and lawmakers to south Florida Thursday to see 
what flooding has taken place as a result of the year's highest tides, called "king tides," 
although he'll avoid Miami's South Beach, where new $15 million pumps are expected to 
keep the streets dry, the Miami Herald reports. 
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Relaunch of DOE loan program for vehicle tech going well: Davidson 

The Department of Energy is "very happy" with the relaunch of its program to offer loans to 
give a boost to fuel-saving technologies-- which may involve lighter weight vehicles -- loan 
office chief Peter Davidson said, adding that the DOE should be announcing some loan 
recipients this year, The Detroit News reports. 

Changes to Mountain Valley Pipeline route should minimize scenic 
impact: EQT 

Posting a new for the Mountain Valley Pipeline it plans to construct with 
NextEra Energy to move gas into central Virginia, EQT Corp. said the changes should 
minimize the impact on scenic areas of the Appalachian Trail and the Blue Ridge Parkway, 
The Roanoke Times reports. 

Perry tells energy summit he wants to 'accelerate' oil and gas exports 

Repeating his mantra that the U.S. should build an "energy shield" to protect its allies and 
needs "the largest arsenal" in any energy war, potential presidential candidate Gov. Rick 
Perry, R-Tex., told an energy summit in Mississippi Wednesday that he favors accelerating 
oil and gas exports, The Associated Press reports. 

EU lawmakers say 'no' to Bratusek as energy chief 

Members of the European Parliament have resoundingly rejected former Slovenian 
premier Alenka Bratusek's nomination to become EU energy chief on a vote of 112-13, The 
Wall Street Journal reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Oct. 8, Austin, Texas: Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz delivers keynote address at 
South by Southwest Eco conference. 2:00 pm , Austin Convention Center. 

o Oct. 8, Washington: EIA Administrator Adam Sieminski releases October 2014 Short
Term Energy Outlook at the 2014 -2015 Winter Energy Outlook Conference. 10:00 am 
, 1735NewYorkAve.N.W. 

o Oct. 9, Washington: SAIS forum, "Addressing the Climate Change Challenge: COP20 
and the Road to Lima." World Bank, IADB officials among speakers. 5:00pm, 1740 
Massachusetts Ave. N.W. 
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Oct. 9, Washington: CSIS fomm, "The Trade and Development Nexus, Science 
and Technology, and Governance in the Extractive Industries." Speakers include 
USAID official Virginia Brown, State Department Bureau of Energy Resources Deputy 
Director Marti Flacks. 7:45am, 1616 Rhode Island Ave. N.W. 
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Obama, Modi to act on energy and climate: WH 
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Changes ordered at Los Alamos over nuke waste 
leak 
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By Jeri Clausing 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP)- Four Los Alamos National Laboratory workers were 
reassigned and the Department of Energy has pulled nuclear waste cleanup operations from 
the contractor that runs the lab after a barrel of waste packed at Los Alamos leaked, officials 
said Friday. 

The leak contaminated 22 workers with low levels of radiation and indefinitely shuttered the 
government's only permanent repository for waste from decades of nuclear bomb building. 

Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz ordered the cleanup program moved from the National 
Nuclear Security Administration to the department's Office of Environmental Management 
so the contractor can focus on its core national security missions. 

"The safe and efficient cleanup of the Los Alamos site in New Mexico is a high priority for 
the Department of Energy," the department said in a statement. "NNSA and EM will work 
together to evaluate all elements necessary for an effective transition including federal 
oversight, acquisition strategies, and quality, safety and security." 

Huge California fire mostly spares infrastructure 

By Don Thompson 

SACRAMENTO, Calif (AP)- Nearly an inch of rain, with more wet weather forecast for 
the weekend, has helped firefighters gain the upper hand on a massive wildfire burning in the 
mountains east of Sacramento, officials said Friday. 

The blaze has burned more than 150 square miles of a heavily forested region of the Sierra 
Nevada that is home to numerous hydroelectric plants and is crisscrossed with power lines, 
water pipes and wooden flumes. 

It destroyed a dozen homes near the town of Pollock Pines in El Dorado County and 
threatened several reservoirs that supply water and electricity to portions of Northern 
California, but most of the utility infrastructure appears to have been spared. A popular lake 
basin that draws hikers, campers and anglers from throughout Northern California was 
threatened but escaped largely untouched. 

The King Fire that authorities say was started Sept. 13 by an arsonist was 68 percent 
contained Friday. 

us ria count unchanaed at 1 1931"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'"'" 
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By The Associated Press 

HOUSTON (AP)- The number of rigs exploring for oil and natural gas in the U.S. was 
unchanged this week, holding at 1,931, oilfield services company Baker Hughes Inc. said. 

The Houston firm said Friday in its weekly report that 1,592 rigs were exploring for oil and 
338 for gas. One was listed as miscellaneous. A year ago there were 1,744 active rigs. 

Of the major oil- and gas-producing states, Wyoming gained three rigs, New Mexico 
increased by two and Alaska, Colorado and West Virginia each gained one. 

Texas declined by three rigs, Oklahoma was down two and California and Pennsylvania each 
dropped one. 

Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, North Dakota, Ohio and Utah all were unchanged. 

EU proposes deal to ensure Ukraine gas supplies 
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BERLIN (AP)- Ukraine would repay $3.1 billion in debts to Russia in exchange for 
guaranteed gas deliveries through the harsh winter months under a proposal unveiled Friday 
after talks brokered by the European Union. 

The proposed deal, which would expire next spring, is aimed at averting a supply crisis in 
Ukraine and the EU over the winter but wouldn't resolve a deeper dispute over what price 
Kiev should pay for past and future deliveries. An arbitration court in Stockholm is expected 
to mle only next year on that. 

"Today, we worked out a sound draft for a winter package, and I am confident that this draft 
can win the approval of all those involved in Moscow and Kiev," EU Energy Commissioner 
Guenther Oettinger said. 

He said there is a good chance of the deal being signed next week, when he plans to get the 
two countries' energy ministers and top gas executives back together in Berlin. Those 
officials will now consult with governments in Kiev and Moscow. 

US-led strikes hit IS group as coalition grows 

By Ryan Lucas 

BEIRUT (AP)- American warplanes and drones hit Islamic State group tanks, Humvees, 
checkpoints and bunkers in airstrikes Friday targeting the extremists in Syria and Iraq, as the 
U.S.-led coalition expanded to include Britain, Denmark and Belgium. 

The European countries committed to take part only in the Iraq part of the military campaign, 
leaving the operation in Syria to the United States and five Arab allies who began conducting 
airs trikes there on Tuesday. Still, the broadening of the coalition provides a welcome boost 
for President Barack Obama and the American-led campaign. 

The U.S.-led operation aims to roll back and ultimately cmsh the Islamic State group, which 
has carved out a proto-state stretching from Syria's northern border with Turkey to the 
outskirts of Baghdad. The militants have employed bmte force to achieve their goals, 
massacring captured Syrian and Iraqi troops, terrorizing minorities in both countries and 
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beheading two American journalists and a British aid worker. 

While striking fear into its opponents, the Islamic State group's tactics have also helped 
galvanize the international community to move against the extremists. France has already 
joined the U.S.-led effort in Iraq, and is considering expanding its role to Syria as well. The 
Netherlands, too, has said it would take part in the bombing campaign in Iraq. 

Peru: Environmental 'extremists' threaten revenue 

By Hannah Dreier 

NEW YORK (AP)- Peru's president warned Friday that environmental "extremists" could 
hurt the golden goose of mining revenue. 

During an interview with The Associated Press, President Ollanta Humala said his top 
priority during the annual meeting of world leaders at the United Nations this week had been 
to sound the alarm on climate change. The Andean nation will host U.N.-sponsored climate 
talks in December. 

But in July, Humala enacted a law that weakens environmental protections in his country. 

Environmental activists want things to stay the same, but Peru's mining-dependent economy 
must ensure it does not bankrupt businesses with fines, he said. 

"It's not about killing the goose that lays the golden eggs," he said. 

The new law slashes maximum fines for environmental violations, speeds environmental 
reviews for new projects and eliminates the environment ministry's power to establish nature 
reserves. 

RFS 2014 biodiesel mandate likely to increase: API 

The biodiesel mandate in the 2014 Renewable Fuel Standard very likely will be higher than 
1.28 billion gallon figure already proposed by the Environmental Protection Agency, Bob 
Greco, downstream director for the American Petroleum Institute, told Platts in an interview. 

Senate Democrats seek oil and gas methane emission standards 

The Obama administration should set national standards to limit methane emissions in the oil 
and gas industry, Senate Democrats --led by Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, D-R.I. --said 
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the president, The Hill reports. 

U.S. 'energy shield' could 'liberate' allies, Perry says 

Gov. Rick Perry, R-Texas and potential presidential candidate, said in a Texas Public Policy 
Foundation speech Thursday night that the U.S. should "build an energy shield" to "help 
liberate our European allies from Russian energy aggression," adding criticism of the Obama 
administration for dragging its feet in approving the Keystone XL pipeline, The Hill reports. 

Oil gains on U.S. growth numbers 

A Commerce Department report of a sizeable expansion of the U.S. economy in the second 
quarter fueled a rise in oil prices Friday. West Texas Intermediate crude for November 
delivery jumped 1.1 percent, gaining $1.01 to settle at $93.54 a barrel on the Nymex, while 
in London Brent crude was unchanged at $97, leaving the smallest spread between the two in 
a year, Bloomberg reports. 

Iran asks OPEC to act on oil prices 

OPEC should cut production to halt the recent slide in oil prices, Iranian oil minister Bijan 
Zanganeh was quoted as saying on the ministry website Shana, Reuters reports. 

Cheap fuel, record harvest holding down inflation 

Consumers are benefitting from lower prices on a host of items as a commodity slump- in 
energy and certain crops in particular- sets in, Bloomberg reports. 

Concerns over technical standards dog power industry 

In the new world of electricity generation from renewables, "smart" inverters will give grid 
operators more than the basic tools they need to maintain stability, but there's no guarantee 
necessary changes in technical standards will be timely enough, E&E reports. 

Curry stresses the unknowns in climate science 

Georgia Institute of Technology professor Judith Curry -currently demonized by climate 
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change activists and championed by climate skeptics - zeroes in on the unknowns and the 
uncertainties in the science, E&E reports. 

California IDs communities at risk of running dry 

As drought grips California, authorities in the state have begun tracking communities close to 
running out of water completely, currently standing at 14, the Los Angeles Times reports. 

Japan making progress toward zero energy buildings 

The Japanese goal- to make all public buildings zero energy by 2020 with private buildings 
following in the decade after that- isn't unrealistic, an analyst told The Wall Street Journal, 
which reports that Mitsubishi Chemical Corp. hopes to put side solar panels into mass 
production next year. 

Upcoming Events 
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Upcoming Events 

Oil industry offers crude-train testing standards 

By Matthew Brown 

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP)- The oil industry's lead trade group released new standards on 
Thursday for testing and classifying crude shipped by rail after prior shipments were 
misclassified, including a train that derailed in Canada and killed 47 people. 

As with earlier orders from the federal government, the industry standards leave it to 
individual companies to decide how often to test crude in order to gauge its danger. 

The American Petroleum Institute said the standards were crafted in cooperation with 
regulators and the rail industry. 

Shipping oil by rail has become far more common as domestic drilling booms in North 
Dakota, Montana, Texas, Colorado and other states. 

Prices at the pump head below $3 in much of US 

By Jonathan Fahey 

NEW YORK (AP)- The price of a gallon of gasoline may soon start with a "2" across 
much the country. 

Gasoline prices typically decline in autumn, and this year they are being pulled even lower 
by falling global oil prices. By the end of the year, up to 30 states could have an average 
gasoline price of less than $3 a gallon. 
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The average in Springfield, Missouri, is already below $3, according to Tom Kloza, chief oil 
analyst at the Oil Price Information Service and GasBuddy.com. Several other cities are on 
the brink. 

"And there will be more, many more," Kloza said. Cities in high-priced states such as 
California and New York will not be among them, though, which will probably keep the 
national average above $3. 

At the current national average of $3.35 a gallon, gas is a dime cheaper than a year ago at 
this time. The gap is 20 cents or more in seven states, including California, Kansas, South 
Dakota and Connecticut, according to AAA. 

Firm pays fine for not reporting mine pollution 

By Scott Sonner 

RENO, Nev. (AP)- The Canadian-based owner of a gold mine in northern Nevada has 
agreed to pay a $182,000 civil penalty for failing to correctly report to federal environmental 
regulators the release of millions of pounds of toxic chemicals -including arsenic and 
cyanide - into the air and ground. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced the settlement Thursday with Veris 
Gold USA, a subsidiary of the Vancouver-based Veris Gold Corp. 

Veris Gold failed to properly report the chemical releases and other waste-management 
activities at its Jerritt Canyon mine in Elko County about 50 miles north of Eureka, the EPA 
said. The releases during 2007 and 2008 involved 10 different chemical compounds, 
including arsenic, mercury, lead, nickel, zinc, copper, cobalt and cyanide, the agency said. 

The reporting is required under the federal Emergency Planning and Community Right-to
Know Act. 

Proposal: Media needs permit to film in wilderness 

By Phuong Le 

SEATTLE (AP)- The U.S. Forest Service said Thursday it is extending the period for the 
public to weigh in on a proposal that would make permanent new rules on commercial video 
and photography in the nation's wildest areas. 

Under the before 
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approving a special-use permit and charge fees of up to $1,500 for commercial filming and 
photography in federally designated wilderness areas. 

Press advocates have criticized the rules as a violation of the First Amendment, saying it 
raises concerns about press freedom. 

The plan "is a good faith effort to ensure the fullest protection of America's wild places" and 
has been in place for more than four years, Forest Service spokesman Larry Chambers said in 
a statement Thursday. 

The agency, which manages nearly 190 million acres of public lands in national forests and 
grasslands, including 439 wilderness areas, said it will set up public meetings. The comment 
period has been extended through Dec. 3. 

Expanded US ocean preserve to be world's largest 

By Josh Lederman 

NEW YORK (AP)- Thousands of miles off America's shores, an ocean preserve flush with 
rare seabirds, turtles and marine mammals will grow to roughly three times the size of 
California under a President Barack Obama signed Thursday. 

The expanded Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument will cover 490,000 square 
miles, making it the largest marine preserve in the world, the White House said. The move 
puts the remote waters surrounding a collection of islands off-limits to drilling and most 
fishing in a bid to protect fragile underwater life. 

"This really is a matter of stewardship. It's also a matter of generational responsibility," 
Secretary of State John Kerry said Thursday. "We have a responsibility to make sure our kids 
and their families and the future has the same ocean to serve it in the same way as we have 
-not to be abused, but to preserve and utilize." 

Millions of marine animals live in the bio-rich expanse included by the new monument, 
which will also add new protections for more than 130 "seamounts" -underwater 
mountains where rare or undiscovered species are frequently found. Commercial fishing, 
deep-sea mining and other extraction of underwater resources will be banned, but 
recreational fishing will still be allowed, in an attempt to preserve the public's access to 
federal areas. 
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Fracking Found Innocent of Groundwater Contamination 

Click here to read the brief 

Florida utilities slam EPA carbon rule 

Florida utilities find the Environmental Protection Agency's rule to limit carbon emissions 
from existing power plants to be "unreasonably burdensome," said Duke Energy Florida, one 
of a number of companies whose opinions appear in a documents compiled by the 
Florida Public Service Commission, E&E reports. 

New EPA water rule aimed at dentists and mercury 

A proposed by the Environmental Protection Agency would require some dentists to use 
amalgam separators in their offices to remove mercury, which is used in fillings, before any 
wastewater is disposed of, The Hill reports. 

GOP coal bill carries $97M price tag, CBO says 

A bill introduced by Rep. Shelley Moore Capito, R-W.Va., to protect the coal industry by 
putting restrictions on Environmental Protection Agency water regulation would cost $97 
million because it would make EPA's reviews more expensive, according to an=~="
released Thursday by the Congressional Budget Office, The Hill reports. 

Oil mixed on strong supplies, strong dollar 

Oil prices got support Thursday from news that Libyan production is climbing even as the 
dollar hit a four-year high. West Texas Intermediate crude slipped 27 cents to settle at $92.53 
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a barrel on the Nymex, while in London Brent crude finished 5 cents higher at $97.00 despite 
wide swings during the trading day, Reuters reports. 

Statoil holds off on oil sands project 

Faced with falling crude prices and limited pipeline space-- exacerbated by the long delay 
over the Keystone XL pipeline -- Statoil has decided to put off development of an oil sands 
project in Alberta for at least three years, Reuters reports. 

Pro-tracking ads unveiled at start of Marcellus conference 

Ads seeking to reclaim a positive spin on the word fracking are running in Pennsylvania, 
unveiled at the annual conference of the Marcellus Shale Coalition, The Inquirer reports. 

Southwest Airlines to start buying biofuels 

Southwest Airlines will have biofuels "made using forest residues" delivered to San 
Francisco airports it uses, under an agreement the company announced Wednesday to 
purchase some 3 million gallons a year from Colorado-based Red Rock Biofuels, The Dallas 
Morning News reports. 

Big challenge to grow California-Quebec carbon market 

The wide reach of the California-Quebec carbon market- which regulates everything from 
power plants to refineries to factories-- may make it a challenge to attract new partners into 
the system, analysts tell Bloomberg. 

Koch Industries: Major polluter, embedded in fossil fuels, claims 
Rolling Stone 

In a detailed examination of Koch Industries and how the privately-held giant operates, 
Rolling Stone says it's among the country's top polluters, is an integral part of the fossil fuels 
industry on many levels, and, despite hedging, stands to lose if the Keystone XL pipeline is 
finally defeated. 

Texas aims for 2015 start to energy efficiency program 
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An energy efficiency program to give low-income Texas residents tools that will work with 
smart meters should be ready to go in January, more than three years after the state Public 
Utility Commission had hoped to have something in place, The Texas Tribune reports. 

Pemex to make big moves into electricity production: CEO 

Mexican energy reform has freed the country's national oil company Pemex to get into the 
electricity generation business, and it aims to produce as much as 10 percent of the country's 
supply, according to CEO Emilio Lozoya, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Upcoming Events 

• Sep. 25, Washington: EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy delivers keynote address on 
economics of climate change at Resources for the Future forum. 10:00 am , 1616 P St. 
N.W. 
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Renewable energy plan hinges on huge Utah caverns 

Obama to expand ocean preserve to 6 times the size 
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Crews to focus on cleanup following LA port fire 

Upcoming Events 

Renewable energy plan hinges on huge Utah 
caverns 

By Mead Gruver and Matthew Brown 

CHEYENNE, Wyo. (AP)- A proposal to export twice as much Wyoming wind power to 
Los Angeles as the amount of electricity generated by the Hoover Dam includes an 
engineering feat even more massive than that famous structure: Four chambers, each 
approaching the size of the Empire State Building, would be carved from an underground salt 
deposit to hold huge volumes of compressed air. 

000271 PST DeliverableOOOO 1217 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

The caverns in central Utah would serve as a kind of massive battery on a scale never before 
seen, helping to overcome the fact that- even in Wyoming- wind doesn't blow all the 
time. 

Air would be pumped into the caverns when power demand is low and wind is high, typically 
at night. During times of increased demand, the compressed air would be released to drive 
turbines and feed power to markets in far-away Southern California. 

It's a relatively simple concept proven decades ago on a much smaller scale by utilities in 
Alabama and Germany. Yet, experts said Wednesday there's a reason similar projects don't 
exist elsewhere: The technology known as "compressed air energy storage" is expensive, 
particularly when stacked against other power sources such as cheap, natural gas. 

Obama to expand ocean preserve to 6 times the size 

By Josh Lederman 

UNITED NATIONS (AP)- President Barack Obama is carving out a wide swath the 
Pacific Ocean for an expanded marine preserve, putting the waters off-limits to drilling and 
most fishing in a bid to protect fragile underwater life. 

The revamped expanded Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument will cover 
490,000 square miles - an area roughly three times the size of California- and will become 
the largest marine preserve in the world. Millions of seabirds, sea turtles and marine 
mammals live in the bio-rich expanse included by the new monument, which will also add 
new protections for more than 130 "seamounts"- underwater mountains where rare or 
undiscovered species are frequently found. 

The move to broaden the George W. Bush-era preserve comes as Obama seeks to show 
concrete presidential action to protect the environment, despite firm opposition in Congress 
to new environmental legislation. At the United Nations this week, Obama announced new 
U.S. commitments to help other nations deal with the effects of climate change, as world 
leaders seek to galvanize support for a major global climate treaty to be finalized next year in 
Paris. 

"We hope the steps taken today by the U.S. government will accelerate similar actions by a 
growing list of coastal nations to protect more of the world's great ocean treasures," said Matt 
Rand, who heads the ocean program at the Pew Charitable Trusts. 

US, allies attack Islamic State refineries 
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By Lolita C. Baldor 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The U.S. and two Arab allies took aim Wednesday at a key source 
of financing for Islamic State militants, bombing 12 of the oil refineries controlled by the 
terrorist group in Syria, the military said. 

Black market oil contributes up to $2 million a day to the militant group, and the attacks 
targeted the small-scale refineries in remote sections of eastern Syria in an effort to choke off 
its funding. U.S. Central Command said the refineries produce between 300 barrels and 500 
barrels of refined petroleum daily. 

According to a U.S. official, the strikes by the U.S., Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates 
air forces targeted the infrastructure surrounding the oil platforms, including barracks and 
other support structures that are key to the refinery operations. Some of the refinery towers 
may remain standing, the official said, but the attacks went after the systems needed to 
operate the machinery. 

The official said the strikes took out a majority of the group's oil refineries, and that the two 
Arab nations conducted a majority of the airstrikes. The U.S. also provided surveillance 
aircraft. The official spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the mission. 

Global solar flight to start, end in Abu Dhabi 

By Adam Schreck 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP)- A Swiss-made solar-powered aircraft is planned to 
start and finish its first round-the-world flight from the United Arab Emirates capital of Abu 
Dhabi, a government-backed renewable energy company in the oil-rich Gulf federation said 
Thursday. 

The choice of Abu Dhabi as the launch site for the historic journey is likely to bolster the 
wealthy emirate's efforts to position itself as a champion of renewable energy. It controls the 
bulk of the vast petroleum reserves in the Emirates, a seven-state federation that ranks among 
the largest oil exporters in OPEC. 

Masdar, the Abu Dhabi government's clean-energy company, said the Solar Impulse 2 plane 
will attempt its historic journey in March. 

Project founders Bertrand Pic card and Andre Borsch berg hope to complete the journey over 
four or five months, including stopovers in Asia, North America and either Europe or North 
Africa. 
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Mexican cartels steal billions from oil industry 

By Mark Stevenson 

CIUDAD MIER, Mexico (AP) a€" Mexico overcame 75 years of nationalist pride to reform 
its flagging, state-owned oil industry. But as it prepares to develop rich shale fields along the 
Gulf Coast, and attract foreign investors, another challenge awaits: taming the brutal drug 
cartels that rule the region and are stealing billions of dollars' worth of oil from pipelines. 

Figures released by Petroleos Mexicanos last week show the gangs are becoming more 
prolific and sophisticated. So far this year, thieves across Mexico have drilled 2,481 illegal 
taps into state-owned pipelines, up more than one-third from the same period of2013. Pemex 
estimates it's lost some 7.5 million barrels worth $1.15 billion. 

Pemex director Emilio Lozoya called the trend "worrisome." 

More than a fifth of the illegal taps occurred in Tamaulipas, the Gulf state neighboring Texas 
that is a cornerstone for Mexico's future oil plans. It has Mexico's largest fields of 
recoverable shale gas, the natural gas extracted by fracturing rock layers, or fracking. 

In Exxon suit, judge leaves opening for villagers 

By The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP)- A federal judge has left a small legal opening for some Indonesian 
villagers to pursue a lawsuit against Exxon Mobil Corp. for human rights abuses allegedly 
committed by Indonesian troops guarding an Exxon natural gas field. 

In a decision last year, the Supreme Court drastically limited the ability of foreign victims of 
human rights abuses to use American courts to seek monetary damages for their suffering. 
However, the Supreme Court said claims that "touch and concern the territory of the United 
States" might be allowed to go forward. The Supreme Court provided little guidance on the 
definition of "touch and concern," except to say that "mere corporate presence" in the U.S. 
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would not suffice. 

On Wednesday, U.S. District Court Judge Royce Lamberth mled that lawyers for the 
villagers should be given the opportunity to amend their lawsuit in light of the Supreme 
Court's decision. 

Lamberth said he "must determine what U.S.-based conduct is alleged." 

Lawyers for the villagers say that Exxon provided money for weapons, supplies and 
equipment for security at the company's Indonesian gas field in the province of Aceh. 
Lamberth said, however, that the villagers' lawyers have not said where this support was 
planned or if any of the support came from the United States. 

Fracking Found Innocent of Groundwater Contamination 

Click here to read the brief 

EPA announces next stage of plan to restore Great Lakes 

The federal government is trying again to help protect the Great Lakes from the effects of 
climate change, under the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Action Plan II that will target 
contamination and algae blooms, which Environmental Protection Agency Administrator 
Gina McCarthy unveiled Wednesday in Chicago, The New York Times reports. 

US settles with Navajo for $554 million 

The Obama administration on Friday will sign a deal with the Navajo tribe to settle claims 
over decades of mismanagement of its lands, 14 million acres of which are leased for oil, gas 
and mineral extraction, among other activities, The Washington Post reports. 

Flexibility needed for Arctic drilling, say Shell, ConocoPhillips 

In private meetings at the White House earlier in September, Shell and ConocoPhillips 
pleaded for flexibility in enforcing new mles proposed by the Interior Department to govern 
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Arctic drilling, FuelFix reports. 

Oil edges lower following big jump 

Oil inched down early Thursday but looked set to keep most of the gains racked up a day 
earlier on news of a supply drop. West Texas Intermediate crude for November delivery was 
down 14 cents to $92.66 a barrel in electronic trading on the Nymex, while in London Brent 
crude lost 25 cents to $96.70, Bloomberg reports. 

Climate change 'important issue,' ALEC writes Google 

Responding to a spate of departure announcements by tech companies, including Yahoo, the 
American Legislative Exchange Council has written a Google in which it says it 
recognizes that climate change "is an important issue," National Journal reports. 

Steyer's NextGen targets state races 

Washington and Oregon are being targeted by Tom Steyer's NextGen Climate, which is 
seeking to get state legislators elected who support the group's environmental views, The 
Hill reports. 

Texas says no to power companies' bid for tax exemptions 

Power generators' equipment that cuts pollution isn't eligible for tax exemptions because it 
also benefits them financially, according to a ruling from the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality, the Houston Chronicle reports. 

San Onofre deal signed by utilities, consumer and green advocates 

San Diego Gas & Electric, Southern California Edison and other parties including an arm of 
the California Public Utilities Commission on Wednesday signed a revised agreement for the 
shutdown of the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station, Platts reports. 

Duke setting up water resources program worth $10M 

A $10 million Water Resources Fund set up by Duke Energy -- motivated in part by the 
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company's disastrous Dan River coal ash spill-- aims to improve water quality, improve 
habitats and public access to waterways five states, the Charlotte Business Journal reports. 

Market conditions prompt Vantage to delay IPO 

An initial public offering which Vantage Energy Inc. had hoped would raise more than $630 
million won't take place as scheduled, as the oil and gas company- which operates in the 
Marcellus and Barnett Shale plays- said market conditions don't favor the move at the 
moment, Reuters reports. 

Crews to focus on cleanup following LA port fire 

Demolition and cleanup are the next steps now that the fire at the Port of Los Angeles
which polluted the air with thick, toxic smoke- has been extinguished, the Los Angeles 
Times reports. 

Upcoming Events 

• Sep. 25, Washington: EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy delivers keynote address on 
economics of climate change at Resources for the Future forum. 10:00 am , 1616 P St. 
N.W. 
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Energy ads proliferating in 2014 elections 

Waste-to-energy has "tremendous potential": American Chemistry Council 

Greater energy focus for Siemens 

Upcoming Events 

Climate summit reveals rocky road ahead for U.N. 
talks 

By Seth Borenstein and Dina Cappiello 

UNITED NATIONS (AP)- President Barack Obama was the headliner at a marathon 
session of world leaders at the United Nations who promised to spend billions of dollars to 
take better care of the planet. 

But none of the pledges made at Tuesday's one-day meeting-- the largest-ever gathering of 
world leaders to discuss climate -- was binding. And by the conclusion, the summit revealed 
the sharp differences that divide countries on matters such as deforestation, carbon pollution 
and methane leaks from oil and gas production. 

The summit, part of the annual U.N. General Assembly, was designed to lay the groundwork 
for a new global treaty to tackle climate change in December 2015. 

"Today we must set the world on a new course," United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki
Moon said. "Climate change is the defining issue of our age. It is defining our present. Our 
response will define our future." 

In some ways, the climate summit answered that call. 

The European Union said its member nations by 2030 would cut greenhouse gases back to 40 
percent below 1990 levels. The EU also called for using renewable energy for 27 percent of 
the bloc's power needs and increasing energy efficiency by 30 percent. 

Obama said the U.S. will propose a new emissions targets early next year, while 
Zhang said China will reduce its emissions per gross domestic product 45 percent by 2020 
compared to 2005. 

But because economic growth in China has more than tripled since 2005, that means Chinese 
carbon pollution can continue to soar, and Chinese officials did not say when they expect the 
nation's emissions to peak. 
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Obama in UN speech spins statistics 

By Dina Capiello and Seth Borenstein 

UNITED NATIONS (AP)- President Barack Obama glossed over some inconvenient 
truths Tuesday in his climate-change speech to the United Nations. For one, as the U.S. 
cleans up emissions at home, it's sending dirty fuel abroad to pollute the same sky. 

As well, the U.S. is not cleaning up quite as aggressively as Obama implied in his remarks. 

Obama was among scores of world leaders at the gathering, which followed by days a mass 
demonstration in New York City in support of action to combat global warming. Among 
those who marched: Al Gore, whose 2006 documentary "An Inconvenient Truth" shed light 
on the problem. 

A look at some of Obama's claims and how they compare with the facts: 

Countries, companies pledge to end deforestation 

By Dina Capiello and Alexandra Olson 

NEW YORK (AP)- More than 30 countries set the first-ever deadline on Tuesday to end 
deforestation by 2030, but the feasibility of such a goal was eroded when a key player, 
Brazil, said it would not join. 

The United States, Canada and the entire European Union signed on to a declaration to halve 
forest loss by 2020 and eliminate deforestation entirely by 2030. 

"This is the family photo we have been looking for for decades," said Charles McNeill, a 
senior environmental policy adviser for the U.N. Development Program in an interview with 
the Associated Press. "The forest issue is where everyone comes together." 

But, like any family, there were signs of dysfunction before the agreement was formally 
unveiled on Tuesday. Brazil, in an interview with AP, said it would not join. 

Brazil's position also highlighted the divisions between countries as they prepare to continue 
formal negotiations later this year in Peru in the hopes of meeting a late 2015 deadline for a 
new international treaty. 

we were not consulted. But I think that it's to think that can 
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have a global forest initiative without Brazil on board. It doesn't make sense," said Brazilian 
Environment Minister Izabella Teixeira said in an interview Monday with The Associated 
Press. 

Proposal would send Wyoming wind energy to LA 

By Michael R. Blood and Mead Gruver 

LOS ANGELES (AP)- Four companies proposed an $8 billion project Tuesday that within 
a decade could send wind energy generated on the plains of Wyoming to power-thirsty 
households in Southern California. 

The sprawling project- if approved and financed- would create one of the country's 
largest wind farms 40 miles north of Cheyenne, a huge energy storage site inside caverns in a 
Utah salt formation and a 525-mile electric transmission line connecting them. 

"This project would be the 21st century's Hoover Dam," said Jeff Meyer of Pathfinder 
Renewable Wind Energy, one of the companies behind the plan, referring to the 726-foot 
high span across the Colorado River that for decades has produced hydroelectric power for 
Nevada, Arizona, and California. 

The power- potentially twice the amount produced by the 1930s-era dam, enough to serve 
1.3 million people annually -would be sent on to California through an existing 490-mile 
line. 

It's success hinges on a string of uncertainties, including clearing government regulatory 
hurdles and striking agreements to sell the power that would be essential to secure financing 
to build it. 

US, California release road map for solar projects 

By Ellen Knickmeyer 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)- State and federal officials sought Tuesday to bring order to 
California's boom for renewable-energy plants in the Mojave and other southern California 
deserts, releasing a roadmap covering 22.5 million acres that designates some areas for large
scale solar, wind and geothermal plants and others for conservation of desert habitat and 
animals. 

"We have amazingly special places here," U.S. Interior Secretary Sally Jewell said in a news 
conference at a desert wind farm near Palm with U.S. Sen. Barbara Boxer and other 
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officials releasing the multi-agency draft plan. 

By taking a look at the desert as a whole, Jewell said, the plan's designers are ensuring "the 
areas that should be protected are set aside. The areas that should be developed are 
streamlined" for building utility-scale renewable energy plants. 

The release of the plan follows a renewable-energy building boom in southeastern 
California's deserts during the first term of the Obama administration, when the federal 
government gave billions of dollars in loans to developers placing sprawling, utility-scale 
solar projects in virgin desert. 

The plan released Tuesday recommends designating a total of 2 million acres as appropriate 
sites for future solar, wind and geothermal projects. Another 4.9 million acres under the U.S. 
Bureau of Land Management would be set aside as conservation areas, if the draft plan is 
adopted. 

Los Angeles port fire prompts school evacuation 

By The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP)- All container terminals at the Port of Los Angeles were shut down, 
a nearby school was evacuated, and area residents were advised to stay indoors as a 
precaution over concerns about air quality from a stubborn fire Tuesday at a Port of Los 
Angeles wharf. 

The eight terminals likely will remain closed until the night shift begins at about 5 p.m., port 
spokesman Phillip Sanfield said. He estimated a few thousand employees, mostly longshore 
workers, were sent home. At the twin Port of Long Beach, three of six cargo terminals were 
shut down, City Manager Pat West told City News Service. 

The blaze that started Monday night burned a warehouse and forced about 850 people to flee 
before firefighters brought the bulk of it under control. 

However, the fire continued to smolder and send up smoke Tuesday, and Los Angeles Fire 
Department Chief Ralph Terrazas said it could take until afternoon or evening for crews to 
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fully extinguish it. "This is a very, very difficult fire to fight," he said. 

Judge will make Detroit water decision Monday 

By Ed White 

DETROIT (AP)- A lawyer representing poor Detroit residents urged a judge Tuesday to 
suspend water shutoffs until next spring and order the city to come up with a new way to 
keep a critical service in place for people who simply can't afford it. 

"Detroit has an endemic poverty issue .... We may not be able to save everybody, but we may 
be able to keep children and parents in homes with running water," Alice Jennings said. 

Judge Steven Rhodes heard closing arguments after two days of testimony from city officials 
as well as a handful of people who have no water or on the verge of losing it because of 
unpaid bills. He'll make a decision Monday. 

The mayor's chief of staff and representatives from the water department offered details 
about an August strategy that keeps water flowing if customers put down 10 percent and 
agree to a two-year payment plan. Residents with very low income could also qualify for aid 
from a $2 million fund. 

Research: Florida Everglades crocodile numbers up 

By The Associated Press 

GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP)- A record number of American crocodile hatchlings were 
counted in Everglades National Park this year, providing hope that restoration efforts are 
helping the once-endangered species, researchers said Tuesday. 

University of Florida researcher Frank Mazzotti has been monitoring the crocodiles since 
1978, a few years after the reptile received federal endangered species status. 

He and a team of researchers caught 962 of the hatchlings this year in the park, nearly 
doubling the 554 found in 2013. 

The animal's apparent rebound led to the government's reclassification of the species as 
threatened in 2007. 

The crocodiles' decline is blamed on a network of canals dug into the Everglades in the early 
20th century to drain marsh water for agriculture. 
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Fracking Found Innocent of Groundwater Contamination 

Click here to read the brief 

More research says climate change fight could reap economic 
rewards 

More research is beginning to appear that suggests ways in which the fight against climate 
change -- even including the imposition of a carbon tax -- could boost economic growth, The 
New York Times reports. 

lvanpah owners seeking grants to pay loans: Documents 

The owners of the Ivanpah solar project in the Mojave Desert -- including NRG Energy, 
Google and BrightSource Energy -- have applied for Treasury Department grants even as 
they have delayed paying back millions borrowed through Energy Department loans, 
according to documents tracked by The Wall Street Journal. 

Spot uranium prices at 14-month high 

An increase in demand and reduced supplies were responsible for a jump in spot uranium 
prices, at $36.50 per pound Tuesday, the highest since July 2013, Platts reports. 

Oil mixed on continuing supply pressures 

Ample crude supplies were continuing to outweigh concerns about tensions in the Middle 
East Tuesday. U.S. benchmark crude for November delivery gained 69 cents to settle at 
$91.56 a barrel on the Nymex, while in London Brent crude dropped 12 cents to close at 
$96.85, Reuters reports. 
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Oil sands crude to travel through NY to get to NJ 

Buckeye Partners appears to be on schedule to start moving Canadian oil sands crude to its 
rebuilt terminal in Perth Amboy in the third quarter, FuelFix reports, noting that the rail 
shipments will need to go through New York state but the exact route is so far unclear. 

WIPP costs covered under stopgap spending measure 

The spending bill signed by President Obama last week covers additional costs at the 
beleaguered Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in New Mexico, while other energy measures 
approved by lawmakers before they left Capitol Hill to concentrate on the November 
elections include language pushed by Energy Committee chair Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La., 
that would strengthen energy ties with Israel, Roll Call reports. 

LCV backs Nunn in Georgia senate contest 

Democrat Michelle Nunn, running for a Senate seat in Georgia against Republican 
businessman David Perdue, would back sound environmental policies, the League of 
Conservation Voters said in an endorsement for her candidacy despite her support for the 
Keystone XL pipeline, The Hill reports. 

Energy ads proliferating in 2014 elections 

The Cook Political Report predicts that the 2014 midterm elections may see more ads about 
energy and environmental issues than ever before, in part because of the money and focus 
from activist Tom Steyer and in part because energy concerns play a key role in important 
races, according to Time. 

Waste-to-energy has "tremendous potential": American Chemistry 
Council 

There's "tremendous potential" in the idea of generating energy from garbage, both in 
converting waste to ethanol or synthetic gas but also in generating oil products from plastic, 
an official from the American Chemistry Council told Fox News. 

Greater energy focus for Siemens 
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Just over a year since he took over as Siemens CEO, Joe Kaeser is focusing the company 
more intensively on energy, the latest step being the acquisition of Texas oil equipment 
maker Dresser-Rand, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Sep. 23, Washington: President Barack Obama delivers speech on climate change at 
United Nations summit. 12:45 pm , United Nations. 

o Sep. 23, Washington: Arent Fox LLP forum, "Lifting The Ban On US Oil Exports: Yes 
Or No?" Author Daniel Yergin, U.S. Chamber of Commerce's Karen Harbert, Delta 
Airlines' Graeme Burnett, League of Conservation Voters' Dan Weiss among speakers. 
9:00am, 1717 K St. N.W. 

o Sep. 24, Washington: American Council on Renewable Energy holds webinar on near
term outlook for North American energy market, with Bloomberg New Energy 
Finance. 12:00 pm , online. 

o Sep. 24, Washington: International Institute for Strategic Studies forum, "Energy 
Security and the Ukraine Crisis." Senior fellow Pierre Noel to speak. 10:00 am, 2121 
K St. N.W. 
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Businesses and investors pressing for green policy 

Protesters stage Wall Street climate crisis sit-in 

Ice in Arctic seas shrinks to 6th-lowest recorded 

Study links changing winds to warming in Pacific 

Detroit tells judge: We can't give away free water 

Mexico: Alert over mine spill into river to Ariz. 

IAEA urges Iran to meet investigation request 

Energy companies agree to methane pact 

Nuke weapons sites need better emergency preparedness: Panel 

Another oil price slide on China data 

Oil production resumes at Sharara: Libyan official 

AGA predicts milder winter but higher gas costs 
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Jordan Cove developer buys pipeline stake 

Gloomy outlook for coal, Murray tells conference 

Anti-Keystone concert divides Nebraska town 

Google to leave ALEC, Schmidt tells NPR 

Steyer pours more money into NextGen 

Researchers come up with liquid metal battery for grid storage 

Upcoming Events 

Businesses and investors pressing for green policy 

By Jonathan Fahey 

NEW YORK (AP)- Hundreds of corporations, insurance companies and pension funds are 
calling on world leaders gathering for a U.N. summit on climate change this week to attack 
the problem by making it more costly for businesses and ordinary people to pollute. 

The idea, long advocated by policymakers, economists and environmental activists, is that 
the world can't hope to slow the heating of the planet until its cost is incorporated into the 
everyday activities that contribute to it, such as using gas- or coal-generated electricity, 
driving a car, shipping a package or flying around the globe. 

Business leaders representing trillions of dollars in revenue and retirement savings say they 
worry that global warming threatens the long-term value of their investments, and they want 
world leaders to adopt policies that would provide a financial incentive to people to clean up 
their act. 

That could include a tax on carbon emissions, a cap or some other mechanism. 

"There's a market failure that needs to be fixed," said Anne Simpson, senior portfolio 
manager and director of global governance at the $300 billion California Public Employees' 
Retirement System, the largest public pension fund in the U.S. 

Protesters stage Wall Street climate crisis sit-in 
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By Jennifer Peltz 

NEW YORK (AP)- A day after 100,000 people marched to warn that climate change is 
destroying the Earth, more than a thousand activists gathered Monday in lower Manhattan's 
financial district, chanting, carrying signs and- in some places - sitting down in the street 
to protest what they said was corporate and economic institutions' role in the climate crisis. 

There were reports of some isolated arrests of protesters, who police said did not obtain a 
permit for the rally. But by and large, the police, office workers and tourists watched alike as 
the activists chanted: "We can't take this climate heat; we've got to shut down Wall Street," 
and bounced two large, inflatable balloons meant to represent carbon dioxide bubbles. Police 
later punctured the balloons. 

Ben Shapiro, an urban farmer and bread-maker from Youngstown, Ohio, said he didn't 
participate in Sunday's march but came specifically on Monday because he's concerned about 
fracking, a technique that cracks open rock layers to free natural gas, and feels the financial 
system enables pollution. 

"I wanted to come specifically to disrupt Wall Street because it's Wall Street that's fueling 
this," Shapiro said while sitting next to the famed bull statute on Broadway. "I'm going after 
the source of the problem .... That means actively having to confront the system." 

The organizers of #FloodWallStreet said the sit-in aimed to disrupt business in the financial 
district by targeting "corporate polluters and those profiting from the fossil fuel industry." 

000271 PST Deliverable00001240 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Study links changing winds to warming in Pacific 

By Jeff Barnard, The Associated Press 

A new study released Monday found that warming temperatures in Pacific Ocean waters off 
the coast of North America over the past century closely followed natural changes in the 
wind, not increases in greenhouse gases related to global warming. 

The study compared ocean surface temperatures from 1900 to 2012 to surface air pressure, a 
stand-in for wind measurements, and found a close match. 

"What we found was the somewhat surprising degree to which the winds can explain all the 
wiggles in the temperature curve," said lead author Jim Johnstone, who did the work while a 
climatologist at the Joint Institute for the Study of the Atmosphere and Ocean at the 
University ofWashington. 

"So clearly, there are other factors stronger than the greenhouse forcing that is affecting those 
temperatures," he added. 

The study released by the online edition of the peer-reviewed journal Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences does not question global warming, but argues there is 
evidence that in at least one place, local winds are a more important factor explaining ocean 
warming than greenhouse gases. 

Detroit tells judge: We can't give away free water 

By Ed White 

DETROIT (AP)- Detroit's water department defended its shutoff policy Monday and 
warned that free service to people with unpaid bills could be "very devastating" to the bottom 
line. 

Judge Steven Rhodes set aside Detroit's bankruptcy trial to hear evidence in a controversy 
that has been boiling all summer. A coalition representing low-income residents is asking 
him to suspend water shutoffs and restore service to people who have lost it. 

The water department would be violating Michigan law and breaking agreements with 
bondholders if forced to supply water and ignore overdue bills, attorney Sonal Mithani said. 

The "humanitarian concerns are very compelling" but fairness is critical, too, Mithani said, 
noting that 60 percent of Detroit residents are paying for water on time. 
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Opponents essentially are arguing that "every resident has the inherent right to free water," 
she said. 

The water department stepped up shutoffs in March, and about 15,000 customers had service 
cut from April to June. Criticism and protests followed, even appeals to the United Nations. 

Mexico: Alert over mine spill into river to Ariz. 

By The Associated Press 

CANANEA, Mexico (AP)- Authorities in a northern Mexican state issued a binational 
alert Monday after contaminants from a copper mine spilled into a river that flows into the 
U.S. state of Arizona. 

Carlos Jesus Arias, director of the Sonora state civil protection agency, said the 
contamination from the Buenavista del Cobre mine in Cananea had reached the San Pedro 
River. 

Officials have not said how much leaked, or what exactly was in the spill. Arias said the 
contents had not yet been analyzed, but the material is "probably toxic." 

The office of the Federal Attorney General for Environmental Protection said the spill 
contained rainwater overflow containing ferrous elements below the threshold of what would 
pose a human health risk to human health. Authorities were analyzing whether it could 
contain heavy metals or other contaminants such as arsenic. 

The binational International Boundary and Water Commission was alerted as a precautionary 
measure. Civil protection officials urged residents and ranchers to avoid the water. 
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Fracking Found Innocent of Groundwater Contamination 

Click here to read the brief 

Energy companies agree to methane pact 

Six major energy companies- including Houston-based Southwestern Energy Co. and 
Norwegian giant Statoil- have agreed to monitor and disclose their methane emissions under 
a new United Nations framework, The Wall Street Journal reports ahead of the official 
announcement Tuesday. 

Nuke weapons sites need better emergency preparedness: Panel 

The Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board, in a to Energy Secretary 
Ernest Moniz that will be published in the Federal Register Tuesday, says there must be an 
improvement in emergency preparedness regulations and guidelines to ensure that weapons 
sites will be better able to cope with potential disasters, including earthquakes and wildfires, 
The Hill reports. 

Another oil price slide on China data 

An official's pessimistic view of China's economic growth gave a further downward push to 
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oil prices Monday. The expiring October contract for West Texas Intermediate cmde 
dropped 89 cents to $91.52 a barrel on the Nymex, the lowest close since May, 2013, while 
in London November Brent shed 1.4 percent to settle $1.42lower at $96.97, Bloomberg 
reports. 

Oil production resumes at Sharara: Libyan official 

Production at the Sharara oil field, Libya's largest -- which had been shut last week because 
of shelling near a connected refinery -- resumed Monday although at a fraction of its full 
capacity, an official with National Oil Co. told The Wall Street Journal. 

AGA predicts milder winter but higher gas costs 

Temperatures this coming winter should be milder than they were during last winter's deep 
freeze, but natural gas prices may be higher as industries and electricity generators use more 
gas, according to American Gas Association vice president Chris McGill, Platts reports. 

Jordan Cove developer buys pipeline stake 

The company behind the Jordan Cove LNG export facility- Canada's Veresen Inc- is 
paying $1.43 billion to take a half interest in the Ruby pipeline system that would bring 
natural gas from Wyoming to Oregon, Reuters reports. 

Gloomy outlook for coal, Murray tells conference 

Murray Energy chief Robert Murray told a conference in Pittsburgh Monday that he sees 
nothing to give him a positive outlook for coal in 2015, Platts reports. 

Anti-Keystone concert divides Nebraska town 

Although thousands will flock to Art and Helen Tandemp's farm for a concert against the 
Keystone XL pipeline in Nebraska on Saturday, many of the residents in the nearby town of 
Neligh will stay away, The Omaha World-Herald reports. 

Google to leave ALEC, Schmidt tells NPR 
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In an interview with Diane Rehm on NPR affiliate WAMU, Google CEO Eric Schmidt said 
the tech giant would leave the American Legislative Exchange Council because of the 
group's position on climate change and environmental issues, National Journal reports. 

Steyer pours more money into NextGen 

According to a filing with the Federal Election Commission, activist Tom Steyer contributed 
$15 million to his NextGen Climate PAC in August, while the group raised only $3,550 from 
other sources, The Hill reports. 

Researchers come up with liquid metal battery for grid storage 

Researchers led by Donald Sadoway of MIT, the journal Nature, detail a new 
battery using molten metal -described as cheap and durable- which is aimed at storing 
power on a grid scale, the BBC reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Sep. 22, Washington: Treasury Secretary Jack Lew speaks at Brookings Institution 
Hamilton Project forum, "The Economic Costs of Climate Change." 4:00pm, SAIS, 
1740 Massachusetts Ave. N.W. 

o Sep. 23, Washington: President Barack Obama delivers speech on climate change at 
United Nations summit. 12:45 pm , United Nations. 

o Sep. 23, Washington: Arent Fox LLP forum, "Lifting The Ban On US Oil Exports: Yes 
Or No?" Author Daniel Yergin, U.S. Chamber of Commerce's Karen Harbert, Delta 
Airlines' Graeme Burnett, League of Conservation Voters' Dan Weiss among speakers. 
9:00am, 1717 K St. N.W. 
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Agency can look at rig owner's role in oil spill 

By Kevin McGill 

NEW ORLEANS (AP)- A federal appeals court in New Orleans has upheld a federal 
safety board's right to investigate the role of Transocean Deepwater Drilling Corp. in the 
2010 Gulf of Mexico oil disaster. 

Transocean owned the Deepwater Horizon rig that was drilling for BP PLC at its Macondo 
well, about 50 miles off the Louisiana coast when an explosion killed 11 workers and led to 
the nation's worst offshore oil spill. 

The company had challenged the authority of the U.S. Chemical Safety and Hazard 
Investigation Board, often referred to as CSB, to do the investigation. 

In a 2-1 decision Thursday, the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals upheld a lower court's 
ruling that the board could investigate. 

Transocean officials did not immediately respond to messages seeking comment. 

The investigation had continued during the appeal. In June, the board issued a report citing 
multiple failures and improper testing of the rig's blowout preventer as factors in the 
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House GOP repackages election-year bills 

By Matthew Daly and Stephen Ohlemacher 

WASHINGTON (AP)- In case you missed them the first time, House Republicans have 
passed an election-year package of tax cuts, regulation reductions and, once again, a tweak to 
President Barack Obama's health law. As before, they stand no chance of becoming law. 

Republicans also pushed through a separate measure that ties together a host of familiar 
energy-related items, including approval of the Keystone XL oil pipeline, increased exports 
of liquefied natural gas and rolling back rules intended to combat climate change. They too 
are destined for nowhere. 

The tax measure was approved 253-163, and the energy measure was adopted 226-191. 

The bills adopted Thursday are unlikely to be taken up in the Democratic-controlled Senate, 
and both face veto threats from the White House. They had already been passed by the House 
as separate legislation but stalled in the Senate. 

With Congress rushing to go home so members can campaign for re-election, GOP leaders 
decided to repackage the bills into larger bundles that highlight differences between 
Democrats and Republicans heading into the Nov. 4 election. Such "message" bills also set 
the stage for post-election debates on energy and dozens of expired tax breaks affecting 
millions of individuals and businesses. 

Democrats denounced the bills as little more than political re-runs, but Republicans said they 
would create jobs and boost the economy. 

Court ruling won't end Kansas Senate dispute 

By John Hanna 

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP)- Democratic leaders in Kansas face another legal battle aimed at 
forcing them to pick a new U.S. Senate candidate, after the state Supreme Court removed 
their nominee from the ballot in a move that could hurt three-term incumbent Pat Roberts and 
Republican hopes for a Senate majority. 

The Supreme Court ruled Thursday that Republican Secretary of State Kris Kobach must 
honor Democrat Chad to be removed from the Nov. 4 ballot. Minutes a 
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disgruntled Democratic voter- whose son works on GOP Gov. Sam Brownback's re
election campaign- filed a petition asking the Supreme Court to require the Democratic 
Party to name a new candidate. 

Some Democrats pushed Taylor out of the race- and don't want to have a nominee- to 
leave independent candidate Greg Orman as the only major rival to the 78-year-old Roberts. 
They view Orman, a 45-year-old Olathe businessman and co-founder of a private equity 
firm, as a stronger candidate than Taylor, 40, the Topeka-area district attorney, and feared a 
split in the anti-Roberts vote. 

Republicans need a net gain of six seats to take the Senate majority from Democrats, and 
Kansas is one of about a dozen races nationally that could determine the outcome. Recent 
opinion polls suggested Roberts may be vulnerable in a head-to-head race with Orman. 

Kobach said during a news conference that state law requires party committees to fill 
candidacy vacancies. The court specifically declined to address that question in Thursday's 
decision. 

Alec Baldwin passionate about green energy 

By Edith M. Lederer 

NEW YORK (AP)- Alec Baldwin says he is passionate about green energy and is hoping 
next week's U.N. climate summit brings home to Americans that the United States has fallen 
behind other countries in promoting wind and solar power. 

The Emmy award-winning actor who has appeared on film, stage and television spoke at a 
reception Thursday night to celebrate the launch of a book entitled "Addressing Climate 
Change" featuring the work of award-winning English photographer Henry Dallal, who has 
often photographed Queen Elizabeth II. Its contributors include U.N. Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon and U.N. climate chief Christiana Figueres, who attended the launch. 

"We've been talking about this for 25 years," Baldwin told The Associated Press. "We need 
to learn the lessons that other people are learning- no nukes, less coal ... reduce, reduce, 
not eliminate." 

He singled out Germany's increasing use of solar and wind power. 

The reception was hosted by Peter Brown, the onetime manager of the Beatles who is now 
chairman and CEO of BLJ Worldwide, a global public relations firm. 
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Scots reject independence in historic vote 

By Jill Lawless and Gregory Katz 

EDINBURGH, Scotland (AP)- Scottish voters have rejected independence, deciding to 
remain part of the United Kingdom after a historic referendum that shook the country to its 
core. 

The decision prevented a rupture of a 307-year union with England, bringing a huge sigh of 
relief to the British political establishment. Scots voted 55 percent to 45 percent Thursday 
against independence in a vote that saw an unprecedented turnout. 

A majority of voters did not embrace Scottish First Minister Alex Salmond's impassioned 
plea to launch a new state, choosing instead the security offered by remaining in the United 
Kingdom. 

"We have chosen unity over division," Alistair Darling, head of the No campaign, said early 
Friday in Glasgow. "Today is a momentous day for Scotland and the United Kingdom as a 
whole." 

Chief vote counting officier Mary Pitcaithly said even though one of Scotland's 32 regions 
had yet to state its vote total "it is clear the majority have voted 'No' to the referendum 
question." 

Salmond conceded defeat and called on Scots to accept the results of the vote. 

"This has been a triumph for the democratic process and for participation in politics," he said, 
insisting that London-based politicians were now expected to honor their promises of giving 
more powers to Scotland. 

Nepal clears Indian firm to build power plant 

By Binaj Gurubacharya 
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KATMANDU, Nepal (AP)- Nepal's government has endorsed plans for Indian company 
GMR to build the Himalayan nation's largest hydro power plant in a small step toward easing 
chronic power shortages, officials said Friday. 

Govinda Pokhrel of Nepal's national planning commission said a Cabinet meeting endorsed a 
draft agreement late Thursday to allow the company to build the $1.15 billion power plant 
with a 900 megawatt capacity. 

GMR executives are expected to fly to Nepal Friday and sign the final agreement with 
Nepalese officials. 

"This agreement would open the door for more foreign investment to enter Nepal to develop 
hydro power projects," Pokhrel said. 

But most of the power generated from the Upper Karnali Hydropower plant would be 
exported to neighboring India. 

Under the agreement, Nepal would get 12 percent of the electricity free of charge and would 
able to buy more to ease power shortages. Nepal would have a 27 percent stake in the 
project. 

Sherwood-Randall confirmed for DOE 

The Senate, on a voice vote, has confirmed Elizabeth Sherwood-Randall to become Deputy 
Energy Secretary, the number two slot in the department, replacing the departing Daniel 
Poneman, The Hill reports. 

Exxon-Rosneft Arctic drilling likely to stop: Russian minister 

Western sanctions over the Ukraine crisis will likely put the brakes on a joint drilling project 
between Exxon Mobile and Rosneft in the Kara Sea, Russia's natural resources minister said 
Friday, Reuters reports. 

Oil steady on signs of interest rate hike 

U.S. oil prices eased off again on speculation over future action by the Federal Reserve to 
increase interest rates. West Texas Intermediate crude for October delivery was 21 cents 
lower to $92.86 a barrel in electronic trading on the Nymex, while in London November 
Brent gained 1 cent to $97.71, Bloomberg reports. 
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Continental hits more oil in Oklahoma 

Bakken Shale giant Continental- with Jack Stark newly promoted as president and COO -
told analysts Thursday that the South Central Oklahoma Oil Play, or SCOOP, could hold as 
much as 3.6 billion barrels of oil and gas equivalent, The Financial Times reports. 

Another asset swap for Exxon, Linn 

Exxon subsidiary XTO Energy will pick up 17,800 net acres in the Permian Basin in Texas 
and Linn Energy will get interest in about 500 net acres near Bakersfield, Calif., under an 
asset swap announced by the firms Thursday, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Kinder Morgan asks Maine to buy pipeline capacity 

Kinder Morgan has filed a request with the Maine Public Utilities Commission to take 
capacity on its planned Northeast Energy Direct Project, which the company hopes would 
bring as much as 2.2 billion cubic feet of natural gas per day into New England, FuelFix 
reports. 

EPA should clamp down on oil, gas methane emissions: Enviros 

Environmental groups are asking the Environmental Protection Agency to use its authority 
under the Clean Air Act to regulate methane emissions in the oil and gas industry, FuelFix 
reports. 

More salvos in fight over House Democratic energy slot 

Fifty fellow Democrats support his bid to become the ranking member on the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee, according to a letter released by N.J. Rep. Frank Pallone 
Thursday, while House Minority Leader Rep. Nancy Pelosi has released a letter reiterating 
her support for his rival, fellow Californian Rep. Anna Eshoo, The Hill reports. 

Musk-Rive partnership could change energy picture 

The announcement this week that the battery gigafactory planned by Elon Musk's Tesla 
Motors will make energy storage on a grid scale to be used by SolarCity Corp., mn by his 
cousin Lyndon Rive, has the potential to transform the landscape of the energy industry, The 
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Wall Street Journal reports. 

NY to see electricity shortfalls earlier: ISO 

A report from the New York Independent System Operator says distributed generation could 
ease potential electricity shortfalls predicted to hit southeastern New York in 2019, a year 
earlier than previous projections had indicated, according to Platts. 

Egypt, Jordan eye Cyprus gas 

Egypt and Jordan have expressed interest in buying natural gas from Cyprus, the country's 
energy minister Yiorgos Lakkotrypis said Thursday, ahead of the beginning of exploratory 
offshore drilling by an international consortium in a field controlled by Noble Energy and 
Israeli partners, The Associated Press reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Sep. 19, Washington: U.S. Geological Survey hosts congressional briefing, 
"#StrongAfterSandy -- The Science Supporting the Department of the Interior's 
Response." USGS, Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service speakers. 11:00 
am, Rayburn 2325. 

o Sep. 19, Washington: Office of Management and Budget Director Shaun Donovan 
speaks at Center for American Progress forum, "The Cost of Climate Inaction." 10:00 
am, 1333 H St. N.W. 
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Climate briefing hears parallels with fight over lead 

Upcoming Events 

Range Resources to pay $4M drilling waste fine 

By Kevin Begos 

PITTSBURGH (AP)- Energy company Range Resources said Thursday it has agreed to 
pay a $4.15 million fine for environmental violations at a western Pennsylvania site that 
handled natural gas drilling waste. 

The penalty is the largest the state has ever imposed on the shale gas industry. 

Range, based in Fort Worth, Texas, said in a statement that it accepts the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection fine and is "deeply disappointed" over the 
violations at Washington County wastewater impoundments, about 25 miles southwest of 
Pittsburgh. 

The fine was imposed for leaks at open pits Range operates to store the so-called flowback 
waste from natural gas wells. The liquid waste can include naturally occurring ultra-salty 
brine water, heavy metals, and chemicals used in the drilling process. Range said much of the 
water was filtered before it went into the pits. 

Department Secretary E. Christopher Abruzzo said the landmark agreement "establishes a 
new, higher benchmark for companies" and is "an environmental win" for Pennsylvania. He 
said the leaks have not impacted nearby drinking water, but some nearby residents have 
complained about the waste pits for years. 
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The violations took place at six impoundments between 2009 and 2014. Under the 
agreement, Range will close five of the wastewater impoundments and upgrade two others to 
meet new standards that the state is developing. 

Chevron meets new, voluntary shale drilling rules 

By Kevin Begos 

PITTSBURGH (AP)- Chevron has become the first energy company to meet a new set of 
voluntary shale gas drilling standards that aim to go beyond existing state laws in 
Pennsylvania, Ohio and West Virginia, the Pittsburgh-based Center for Sustainable Shale 
announced Thursday. 

The center is a partnership between major energy companies, environmental groups and 
charitable foundations. Its certification process consisted of an independent review of 
Chevron documents and 22 of its production sites in the three states. 

The program is meant to work much like Underwriters Laboratories, which puts its familiar 
UL seal on electrical appliances. The review was conducted by Bureau Veritas, an 
international testing company that also handles the LEED review process for the U.S. Green 
Building Council. 

Nigel Hearne, president of Chevron's Appalachia operations, said that the 15 Sustainable 
Shale standards "will produce meaningful results" in reducing pollution and freshwater use, 
and that he hopes other energy companies join in the process. Chevron Corp. is based in San 
Ramon, California. 

The Sierra Club and other some environmental groups have harshly criticized the Sustainable 
Shale program, saying voluntary efforts are no substitute for tougher state and federal 
regulations. But one environmental group that worked on the project welcomed Chevron's 
announcement. 

Bill seeks fairer treatment for black lung victims 

By Frederic J. Frommer 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Sens. Jay Rockefeller and Bob Casey unveiled legislation 
Thursday aimed at ensuring fairer treatment for coal miners with black lung disease as they 
pursue benefits claims. 
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The bill by the two coal-state senators comes after an investigation by the Center for Public 
Integrity and ABC News examined how doctors and lawyers, working at the behest of the 
coal industry, helped defeat the benefits claims of sick miners. The yearlong investigation 
won a Pulitzer prize for the Center for Public Integrity. 

Among other things, the bill would require parties in a case to disclose all medical evidence; 
strengthen criminal penalties for making false statements in the claims process; help miners 
develop evidence in their claims; and create a system to pay a portion of miners' legal fees 
earlier in the litigation process. 

Black lung is an irreversible and potentially deadly disease caused by exposure to coal dust, 
where the dust particles accumulate in the lungs. According to the Labor Department, more 
than 76,000 miners have died at least in part because of the disease since 1968. 

"Too many of our nation's coal miners have been denied basic fairness and justice," said 
Casey, a Pennsylvania Democrat, in a statement to The Associated Press. 

"No longer should our nation's aging and sick coal miners be denied their medical records or 
decent legal representation," added Casey, who chaired a hearing on the issue in July. "The 
black lungs claims process is fundamentally broken and this proposal will seek to get it on a 
better footing." 

NOAA: Yet more global heat records fall in August 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The globe smashed more heat records last month, including Earth's 
hottest August and summer, federal meteorologists said Thursday. 

May, June and August all set global heat records this year. Meteorologists at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration said the average world temperature in August was 
61.36 degrees Fahrenheit (16.35 degrees Celsius), breaking a record set in 1998. 

Scientists at NASA, who calculate global temperature a tad differently, also found August as 
the hottest on record. 

August was especially hot in the Pacific and Indian oceans and Africa, but cooler in parts of 
the United States, Europe and Australia. The world's oceans in August effectively tied June 
for the seas' all-time heat record. 

The United States ranked barely above its 20th century average in August, with a cool East 
balancing out a warm West. For the U.S., it was the coolest August and summer since 2009. 
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Man arrested over fast-growing California wildfire 

By The Associated Press 

POLLOCK PINES, Calif. (AP)- A man has been arrested on suspicion of arson in an out
of-control Northern California wildfire that has driven nearly 2,800 people from their homes 
as it continues to grow, authorities said Thursday. 

Wayne Allen Huntsman, 3 7, is suspected of starting the fire east of Sacramento on Saturday, 
authorities said at a news conference. 

By Thursday, the blaze had burned through Ill square miles as winds surged to 25 mph and 
continued to fuel its rapid expansion, according to the California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection. It was 5 percent contained. 

"This fire is definitely eye-opening," Cal Fire spokeswoman Alyssa Smith said. 

The blaze has been fueled by heavy timber and grass that is extremely dry because of 
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California's third straight year of drought. 

Many of the more than 2,000 threatened homes were in Pollock Pines, 60 miles east of 
Sacramento. Though the fire grew substantially late Wednesday, it burned mostly into 
wilderness land in the ElDorado National Forest away from the town, according to Cal Fire. 

Jamaica aims to double renewable energy capacity 

By David McFadden 

KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP)- Sun-splashed, wind-swept Jamaica positioned itself Thursday 
to nearly double the amount of electricity it generates from renewable sources. 

During a ceremony in Kingston, three companies focused on wind and solar energy signed 
power purchase agreements worth roughly $200 million with Jamaica's sole electricity 
distributor and also received licenses from the government. 

The two planned wind installations and a solar energy project are expected to eventually add 
80 megawatts of electricity to the Caribbean island's grid. 

Albert Gordon, director general of Jamaica's utility regulator, said the country should derive 
11 percent of its power from renewable sources when the projects are expected to come on 
line in 2016. Renewables make up about 6 percent now. 

Jamaican officials touted the agreements as a milestone for the island, where a near total 
dependence on imported fuel for oil-generated power and soaring electricity costs have long 
hobbled a struggling economy. Consumers pay 42 cents per kilowatt hour in Jamaica, as 
much as four times more than electricity on the U.S. mainland. 
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Oil and Gas Industry Creates Economic Boom 

Click here to read the brief 

UN summit should tackle carbon pricing, say investor groups 

Institutional investors handling $24 trillion in assets -more than 340 of them- say leaders 
attending the U.N. climate summit next week should encourage cleaner energy through 
carbon taxes or cap-and-trade policies, Reuters reports, and the groups leading the call have 
elaborated in a ~~-
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Administration unveils resilience competition 

The Department of Housing and Urban Development has a $1 billion pot to be split among 
communities that come up with the best ideas to handle damage from extreme weather in the 
National Disaster Resilience Competition, E&E reports. 

Keystone cost could jump to $10 billion: TransCanada CEO 

From its present estimate of $5.4 billion, the cost of building the long-delayed Keystone XL 
pipeline could end up at $10 billion, CEO Russ Girling told The Wall Street Journal in an 
interview, six years after the company first submitted its permit application for the project. 

McConnell pledges Keystone vote in GOP Senate 

If Republicans win control of the Senate in November elections, Sen. Mitch McConnell, R
Ky., who'd be in line to become Majority Leader, has promised "the Keystone pipeline will 
be voted on the floor," The Hill reports. 

Oil payments disclosure delays prompt lawsuit 

Oxfam America has filed suit to force the Securities and Exchange Commission to finish a 
long-delayed rule that would force mining companies and energy companies to disclose their 
payments to foreign governments, National Journal reports. 

Cassidy slams Landrieu over Suh 

Democratic Sen. Mary Landrieu's opponent in the tight Louisiana Senate race, Republican 
Rep. Bill Cassidy, says Landrieu's support for Rhea Suh to become head offish, wildlife and 
parks in the Interior Department- who is now leaving the government to take over the 
Natural Resources Defense Council- is part of "the mosaic" that suggests the incumbent 
"carries water for the president but not for us," E&E reports. 

Oil sinks on strong dollar 

With a push from the strong dollar- trading at a six-year high against the Japanese yen
alongside increasing supplies, oil tumbled Thursday. West Texas Intermediate crude for 
October delivery dropped $1.35, or 1.4 percent, to $93.07 a barrel on the Nymex, while in 
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London November Brent lost 1.3 percent, or $1.27 to settle at $97.70, Bloomberg reports. 

Fracking not ruled out in Pavillion water contamination case: Expert 

Two studies released this week found that fracking was not responsible for contaminating 
water in Pennsylvania and Texas, but the jury is still out on a case near Pavillion, Wyo., 
experts told the Casper Star-Tribune. 

ND GOP plan to spend $800 million on housing, infrastructure 

With the oil boom in North Dakota straining roads, schools, housing and emergency services, 
Republicans in the state have come up with a plan to spend $800 million to try and address 
some of the problems, The Associated Press reports. 

Climate briefing hears parallels with fight over lead 

Strategies used by manufacturers in the past to defend putting poisonous lead in products are 
being used by the fossil fuel industry now to derail the fight against climate change, 
Professors David Rosner and Gerald Markowitz said at an event put on by the Bicameral 
Task Force on Climate Change, National Journal reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Sep. 18, Washington: Senate Foreign Relations Committee business meeting to vote 
on Ukraine Freedom Support Act of2014, other bills and nominations. 2:15pm, 
Capitol S-116. 

o Sep. 18, Washington: Republican senators hold press conference to discuss the sixth 
anniversary of the first Keystone XL permit application. Sens. Lisa Murkowski, Mitch 
McConnell, John Hoeven, others to speak. 12:15 pm, Capitol. 

o Sep. 18, Washington: Environmental groups hold media teleconference to call for 
federal regulations to limit methane releases and leaks. Representatives of Clean Air 
Task Force, Environmental Defense Fund, Natural Resources Defense Council, Sierra 
Club to speak. 12:00 pm, by teleconference. 

o Sep. 18, Washington: League of Conservation Voters media teleconference on its 
election strategy. 10:30 am, by teleconference. 

o Sep. 18, Washington: Sen. Lisa Murkowski, Sen. Tim Scott hold forum to discuss her 
white paper on energy cost impacts to the poor, "Is Energy Insecurity on the Rise in 
America?" 8:00 am , National Press Club. 

o Sep. 19, Washington: U.S. Geological Survey hosts congressional briefing, 
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"#StrongAfterSandy -- The Science Supporting the Department of the Interior's 
Response." USGS, Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service speakers. 11:00 
am, Rayburn 2325. 

• Sep. 19, Washington: Office of Management and Budget Director Shaun Donovan 
speaks at Center for American Progress forum, "The Cost of Climate Inaction." 10:00 
am, 1333 H St. N.W. 
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EPA pushes carbon rule comment deadline to December 
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Baran, Burns confirmed to NRC 

By Edward Felker 

The Senate on Tuesday confirmed President Barack Obama's two Democratic nominees to 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, which will bring the five-member safety regulator back 
to full strength. 

Senators approved Jeffery M. Baran on a 56-44 vote, and Stephen G. Bums on a 60-40 vote. 

Baran is a House Energy and Commerce Committee staffer to Rep. Henry Waxman, D
Calif., who was involved in the drafting of the Waxman-Markey climate bill that passed the 
House in 2009. 

He won the support of just two Republicans, Sens. James Inhofe of Oklahoma and Sen. Dean 
Heller of Nevada. 

Sen. Joe Manchin of West Virginia cast the lone Democratic vote in opposition. 

Bums, a former NRC counsel, won the votes of five Republicans: Lamar Alexander of 
Tennessee, Susan Collins of Maine, Deb Fischer ofNebraska, Heller and Inhofe. No 
Democrats voted against him. 

Both were fast-tracked by Senate Democrats to fill seats made vacant by the Obama 
administration's decision not to re-nominate George Apostolakis to a second term and by the 
resignation of William Magwood to head the international Nuclear Energy Agency as of 
Sept. 1. 
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Sen. Reid moves to ensure nuclear dump stays 
dead 

By Erica Werner 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Amid action in Congress to intensify the fight against Islamic State 
militants, Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid found time Tuesday for an issue closer to 
home: ensuring that a nuclear waste dump in his home state of Nevada remains mothballed 
even after the government has spent $15 billion on it. 

Reid devoted floor time to confirming two nominees to the agency that oversees the nation's 
nuclear reactors. That means a Democratic-appointed majority will weigh any further steps 
related to creating a national nuclear waste repository at Yucca Mountain, located 90 miles 
northwest of Las Vegas. 

The confirmations come as Republicans have begun talking about trying to revive the Yucca 
Mountain project if they retake the Senate in November. The Obama administration, under 
pressure from Reid, abandoned the project early in the president's first term, leaving tens of 
thousands of tons of spent fuel sitting at nuclear reactors around the country with nowhere to 
go. 

"There's been a huge investment made there and we've got to find a solution to store nuclear 
waste," said Sen. John Hoeven, R-N.D. "One difference I can tell you for sure is that we'll 
have votes on it. Whether we can advance it or not remains to be seen." 

Reid vowed Tuesday that Yucca Mountain, which he's spent years working against and can 
take almost single-handed credit for derailing, would stay dead. 

Landmark tracking study finds no water pollution 

By Kevin Begos 

PITTSBURGH (AP)- The final report from a landmark federal study on hydraulic 
fracturing, or fracking, found no evidence that chemicals or brine water from the gas drilling 
process moved upward to contaminate drinking water at a site in western Pennsylvania. 

The Department of Energy report, released Monday, was the first time an energy company 
allowed independent monitoring of a drilling site during the fracking process and for 18 
months afterward. After those months of monitoring, researchers found that the chemical-
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Scientists used tracer fluids, seismic monitoring, and other tests to look for problems, and 
created the most detailed public report to date about how fracking affects adjacent rock 
structures. 

The fracking process uses millions of gallons of high-pressure water mixed with sand and 
chemicals to break apart rocks rich in oil and gas. That has led to a national boom in 
production, but also concerns about possible groundwater contamination. 

But the DOE report is far from the last word on the subject. The Energy Department 
monitored six wells at one site, but oil or gas drilling at other locations around the nation 
could show different results because of variations in geology or drilling practices. 
Environmentalists and regulators have also documented numerous cases where surface spills 
of chemicals or wastewater damaged drinking water supplies. 

Jindal: Obama hasn't done enough to harness 
energy 

By Ken Thomas 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal said Tuesday that President Barack 
Obama's administration has become "science deniers," failing to do enough to harness the 
nation's energy potential. 

Jindal, a potential Republican presidential candidate, said Obama's policies have limited oil 
and natural gas production on federal lands, stalled approval of the Keystone XL pipeline 
and pushed regulations on power plants. 

"Right now we have policies in the way of our taking advantage of these energy resources," 
Jindal said. "The reality is right now we've got an administration, the Obama administration, 
that are science deniers when it comes to harnessing America's energy resources and 
potential to create good paying jobs." 

The White House has said its promotion of domestic energy production, the use of wind and 
solar power and the reduction in oil consumption have had economic benefits and reduced 
carbon emissions. Domestic oil production has boomed in states like North Dakota and Texas 
because of improved drilling techniques, and Obama's administration has argued that the 
nation is less dependent upon foreign oil. 

Jindal, 43, a governor and former congressman, has sought to carve out a role as a leading 
policy mind as he considers a presidential campaign in 2016. He told reporters at a breakfast 
sponsored by the Christian Science Monitor that there was "no reason to be coy" and he 
would make a decision on whether to seek the White House after the November midterm 
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elections. 

Governor signs first California groundwater rules 

By Fenit Nirappil 

SACRAMENTO, Calif (AP)- California will no longer be the last Western state with a 
pump-as-you-please approach to groundwater. 

Gov. Jerry Brown signed legislation on Tuesday overhauling the state's management of its 
groundwater supply, bringing it in line with other states that have long regulated their wells. 

Groundwater makes up nearly 60 percent of the state's water use during dry years. But it is 
not monitored and managed the same way as water from reservoirs and rivers. 

Supporters of the legislation say the worst drought in a generation inspired them to rethink 
property owners' unlimited rights to draw from wells, which has led to sinking land and 
billions of dollars in damage to aquifers, roads and canals. 

"This is a big deal," Brown said at the signing ceremony in his office. "It has been known 
about for decades that underground water has to be managed in some way." 

Oil and Gas Industry Creates Economic Boom 

Click here to read the brief 

House energy package draws WH veto threat 
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If the package of energy measures House Republicans intend to vote on this week -- to 
increase oil and gas drilling offshore and on federal land as well as insisting on quick 
approval for the Keystone XL pipeline, among other provisions -- advisors would 
recommend that President Obama veto the legislation, according to a from the 
Office of Management and Budget, The Hill reports. 

lssa outraged as banned EPA employee still getting paid 

Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif. and chair of the House Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee, says it's "astonishing" and "unacceptable" that a high-level employee at the 
Environmental Protection Agency is still on the payroll months after being banned from 
offices after confessing to watching hours of pornography at work every day, E&E reports. 

Export to Mexico another way around crude ban 

If the Commerce Department were to allow the export of light oil to Mexico as it has opened 
the door to sending condensates overseas, that would deal another blow to the decades-oil 
ban on U.S. crude exports, Bloomberg reports. 

Oil prices to rebound, predicts OPEC SG 

World oil prices- currently at two-year lows- should be up higher by the end of2014, 
Russian news agency Prime quoted OPEC Secretary General Abdullah al-Badry as saying, 
Platts reports. 

Oil gains on remarks from OPEC's AI-Badry 

Comments from Secretary General Abdullah Al-Badry that OPEC could cut its production 
quota next year sent oil prices higher Tuesday. West Texas Intermediate crude for October 
delivery jumped $1.96, or 2.1 percent, to settle at $94.88 on the Nymex, while in London 
November Brent was $1.17 higher to $99.05, Bloomberg reports. 

World faces critical choice on carbon, says global commission 

The world faces a choice of investment in low-carbon infrastmcture or continuing its high
carbon ways that will bring dangerous levels of climate change, according to a broad 
====by the Global Commission on the Economy and Climate, E&E reports. 
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Ruffalo joins Gore to kick off 24-hour climate action event 

Mark Ruffalo is among celebrities who've joined Al Gore in a 24-hour ~~~~beginning 
Tuesday in support of climate change action, The Hill reports. 

Fight over energy costs in Iowa Senate race 

Democratic Rep. Bruce Braley's campaign claims the pledge by his Republican opponent 
state Sen. J oni Ernst to eliminate energy incentives and tax credits would increase the annual 
energy bills oflowa residents by $1,200, while the Ernst camp points a finger at Braley's 
vote for costly cap-and-trade legislation and his ownership of oil and energy stocks, The Des 
Moines Register reports. 

Spectra to spend $3 billion on New England pipelines 

Improvements to pipelines in New England will cost Spectra Energy Corp. some $3 billion, 
the company has announced, adding that the work will allow delivery of 1 billion cubic feet 
of natural gas per day, FuelFix reports. 

Apache looking to sell oil, gas assets in Alberta 

Apache- keeping to its strategy of selling off non-core assets -is hoping to get more than 
$450 million for oil and gas properties in the Provost area in east-central Alberta, a person 
familiar with the matter told The Wall Street Journal. 

Upcoming Events 

o Sep. 16, Washington: Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz delivers opening remarks and 
moderates roundtable discussion at National Lab Day forum on Capitol Hill. With 
Sens. Dick Durbin, Jim Risch. 2:30pm , Dirksen G50. 

o Sep. 16, Washington: George C. Marshall Institute forum, "State of the Climate 
Debate." Georgia Tech professor Judith Curry to speak. 12:00 pm, National Press 
Club. 

o Sep. 16, Washington: Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal delivers speech at Heritage 
Foundation forum, "Organizing Around Abundance- Making America an Energy 
Superpower." 11:00 am, 214 Massachusetts Ave. N.E. 

o Sep. 16, Washington: Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack addresses the Growth Energy 
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annual advocacy conference. 8:30am, Liaison Hotel. 
o Sep. 17, Washington: Senate Finance Committee hearing, "Reforming America's 

Outdated Energy Tax Code." Expert witnesses. 10:15 am, Dirksen 215. 
o Sep. 17, Washington: House Energy and Commerce Energy and Power Subcommittee 

hearing on on H.R. 4526, the 21st Century Energy Workforce Development Jobs 
Initiative Act of2014. Energy Department Office of Economic Impact and Diversity 
Dir. LaDoris "Dot" Harris to testify. 10:00 am, Rayburn 2322. 

o Sep. 17, Washington: House Science, Space and Technology Committee hearing, "The 
Administration's Climate Plan: Failure by Design." EPA Acting Assistant 
Administrator Janet McCabe, White House Office of Science and Technology Policy 
Dir. John Holdren to testify. 10:00 am, Rayburn 2318. 
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Plant gets Tesla closer to electric car for masses 
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By Justin Pritchard and Scott Sonner 

RENO, Nev. (AP)- To bring electric cars to the masses, Tesla Motors will use an expanse 
of desert where wild mustangs still roam for a factory that the company projects will crank 
out enough batteries to power 500,000 vehicles annually by decade's end. 

Tesla chose Nevada as the site for the $5 billion facility, a person familiar with car maker's 
plans said Wednesday 

Nevada's elected leaders still must deliver on the economic incentives they've promised, but 
if they do as expected, Tesla will open its massive factory at an industrial park outside Reno, 
according to the person, who spoke on condition of anonymity because no official 
announcement had been made. An announcement was scheduled for Thursday afternoon at 
Nevada's Capitol. 

A state synonymous with gambling hit the jobs jackpot- Tesla has said the factory will 
employ about 6,500 people. That's a welcome jolt for a tourism-based economy particularly 
hard hit during the Great Recession. 

Tesla's choice of Nevada over California, Texas, Arizona and New Mexico takes it a big step 
closer to mass producing an electric car that costs around $35,000 and can go 200 miles on a 
single charge. That range is critical because it lets people take most daily trips without 
recharging, a major barrier to the widespread adoption of electric vehicles. 

The "gigafactory," as Tesla calls the project, would bring the cost of batteries down by 
producing them on a huge scale. Its approximately 10 million square feet, equivalent to about 
174 football fields, would be running by 2017. That is when Tesla hopes to introduce its 
Model3, 

NC Senate candidates debate: Hagan highlights 
Keystone support 

By Gary D. Robertson 

RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, N.C. (AP)- Sen. Kay Hagan accused Republican 
challenger Thorn Tillis of shortchanging education as a leader of the North Carolina 
Legislature on Wednesday night, and he cast her as a rubber stamp for President Barack 
Obama in the first debate of a close and costly race with national stakes. 

The hourlong confrontation marked the first major post-Labor Day event of a national 
struggle between the political parties for Senate control. Republicans must gain six states to 
win the Senate and have listed North Carolina as a 
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Hagan and Tillis stood 10 feet apart at identical podiums as they exchanged accusations 
central to a race that public opinion polls rate a toss-up. 

Tillis recalled Hagan's comments from her successful 2008 campaign, when she criticized 
GOP incumbent Elizabeth Dole for having voted 92 percent of the time with then-President 
George W. Bush. And yet, he said, Hagan has sided with Obama 95 percent. "Kay 1.0, Kay 
2.0," he said unflatteringly, adding, "At the end of the day we need to say what we mean." 

Hagan said repeatedly she had been named the most moderate member of the Senate, and 
cited examples of legislation she had passed with the help of Republican senators. 

"I have stood up to the president and my party when it's right for North Carolina," she said, 
noting she supports building the Keystone XL pipeline and has opposed trade deals sought 
by the administration. 

Democrat withdraws from US Senate race in Kansas 

By John Hanna 

TOPEKA, Kan. (AP)- The Democrat challenging three-term Republican U.S. Sen. Pat 
Roberts has ended his campaign without explanation. 

Chad Taylor sent a letter to the Kansas secretary of state on Wednesday withdrawing from 
the race, which also has a viable independent candidate, Olathe businessman Greg Orman, as 
well as a Libertarian candidate, Randall Batson of Wichita. 

Taylor issued a separate statement saying he made the decision after consulting with his staff, 
supporters and Democratic Party leaders. 

"Effective today, my campaign is terminated," he said. Originally, the statement said 
"suspended," but the word was crossed out and replaced with a handwritten "terminated." 

Joan Wagnon, the Kansas Democratic Party's chairwoman, said she needed a few days to sort 
out the situation, while Roberts' campaign suggested the move was a "corrupt bargain" 
between Democratic leaders and Orman's campaign. Orman, the co-founder of a business 
capital and management services firm, ran for Roberts' seat in 2007 as a Democrat but 
dropped out early in 2008. 

Secretary of State Kris Kobach, a Republican and former law professor, said his initial 
reading of state election laws is that they require the Democratic Party to pick a new 
nominee. But he said he would consult with his legal staff Thursday. 

000271 PST Deliverable00001287 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Maduro replaces Venezuela's longtime oil chief 

By Hannah Dreier and Fabiola Sanchez 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP)- The parts of the political base holding up President Nicolas 
Maduro appear to each have won a slice of power with a Cabinet shuffle that breaks up the 
control one man held over Venezuela's oil and economy. 

After months of foreshadowing a big announcement, Maduro gave a sweeping presentation 
late Tuesday in which he sidelined his most powerful minister, Rafael Ramirez, divvying out 
his authority to appointees favored by different sectors in the coalition government. 

Ramirez, a fixture of the South American country's 15-year socialist revolution, leaves his 
multiple roles of oil minister, president of the state-run oil giant PDVSA and top economic 
adviser. His departure strengthens the wing with close ties to Madura's mentor, Hugo 
Chavez: Asdrubal Chavez, an engineer and cousin of the late president, steps in as oil 
minister; the populist leader's son-in-law, Jorge Arreaza, keeps his appointed role as vice 
president. 

The military, a historical arbiter of political disputes in Venezuela, also scored a victory. 
Current Finance Minister Rodolfo Marco Torres, a low-profile army general, will take over 
Ramirez's job as top economic policymaker. 

Even the technocrats, whom international investors are counting on to pursue more pro
business polices, came out ahead. Stanford-educated engineer Eulogio Del Pino was named 
head of PDVSA. Del Pino has sat on the PDVSA executive board for more than a decade, 
and most recently served as vice president of exploration and production. On Wednesday, 
analysts hailed him as a highly competent oilman. 

Leaders: US, UK will 'not be cowed' by militants 

By Julie Pace 

NEWPORT, Wales (AP)- Faced with a mounting militant threat in the Middle East, 
President Barack Obama and British Prime Minister David Cameron declared Thursday that 
their nations will "not be cowed" by extremists who have killed two American journalists. 

"We will be more forthright in the defense of our values, not least because a world of greater 
freedom is a fundamental part of how we keep our people safe," the leaders wrote in a joint 
editorial in the Times of London. 
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Their comments come as world leaders gather at a golf resort in Wales for a high-stakes 
NATO summit. While the official agenda will focus on the crisis in Ukraine and the 
drawdown of the NATO combat mission in Afghanistan, the rise of the Islamic State group 
in Iraq and Syria will dominate discussions on the sidelines of the summit. 

The militants have claimed responsibility for murdering two American journalists, releasing 
gruesome videos of their beheadings. Both the U.S. and Britain are deeply concerned about 
the potential threat to their homelands that could come from the foreign fighters who have 
joined the violent Islamic State group. 

Cameron on Monday proposed new laws that would give police the power to seize the 
passports of Britons suspected of having traveled abroad to fight with terrorist groups. 

Obama and Cameron appear to suggest that NATO should play a role in containing the 
militants, but were not specific in what action they would seek from the alliance. Arriving at 
the summit on Thursday, NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen said he believes 
the broader international community "has an obligation to stop the Islamic State from 
advancing further," but noted that the alliance hasn't received any request for help. 

Energy summit format can help Clinton avoid stirring trouble 

The structured format at the National Clean Energy Summit in Las Vegas may help headliner 
Hillary Clinton avoid troublesome questions on energy issues, while at the same time she can 
offer praises for host and powerful Democratic Senate Majority LeaderHarry Reid, Politico 
reports. 

Christie talks energy in Mexico 

On his visit to Mexico, N.J. governor and potential presidential candidate Chris Christie, in 
remarks laden with numbers as well as a dose of humility, praised his hosts' energy reform 
program, called for quicker action on building more natural gas pipelines between the U.S. 
and Mexico, backed construction of the Keystone XL pipeline between the U.S. and Canada, 
and backed ending the ban on U.S. crude exports, The New York Times reports. 
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Oil drifts on news of increase in fuel supplies 

Oil edged lower Thursday morning following Wednesday's strong rebound, after word that 
the American Petroleum Institute reported an increase in gasoline and distillate stocks last 
week. West Texas Intermediate crude for October delivery was 42 cents lower to $95.12 a 
barrel in electronic trading on the Nymex, while in London Brent crude dropped 20 cents to 
$101.57, Bloomberg reports. 

'Boho' biodiesel blending factor sinks 

At minus 52.73 cents per gallon, a drop of 8.97 cents, the relationship between increasingly 
cheap soybean oil and heating oil- called the "boho" factor- is at its lowest level since 
Platts started calculating the figure ten years ago, which it says makes biodiesel more 
attractive for use in blending. 

Duke sued over NC coal ash dump leaks 

Environmental groups have filed lawsuits against Duke Energy in U.S. District Court over 
coal ash leaks at a trio of North Carolina power plants, claiming the pollution violates the 
Clean Water Act, The Associated Press reports. 

Buckeye deal sign of midstream focus on condensate 

Buckeye Partners LP's $860 million deal to take on an 80 percent interest in Trafigura AG's 
facilities to handle condensate in the Eagle Ford Shale- as well as company executives' 
discussion of building another splitter-- reflects the wider industry's increasing interest in 
the lightly processed product, FuelFix reports. 

Obama officials hail anniversary of wilderness laws, press for renewal 

Even as Interior Secretary Sally Jewell was celebrating a half century since the signing of 
laws to protect and support wilderness areas, she and other Obama administration officials 
including John Podesta and Mike Boots, writing in a --used the occasion to press 
for Congress to renew the expiring Land and Water Conservation Fund, The Hill reports. 

US auto sales boom doesn't extend to electrics, hybrids 

000271 PST Deliverable00001287 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Even as U.S. auto sales have surged generally, demand for electric and hybrid vehicles has 
tailed off slightly, The Wall Street Journal reports, citing figures from research firm 
Edmunds.com. 

No resolution in Pa. to questions around forced Utica Shale pooling 

The question of whether landowners would be forced to sign leases with drillers looking for 
access in the Utica Shale in Pennsylvania has been shelved without resolution, as Hilcorp 
withdrew its application for an order and the state Department of Environmental Protection 
cancelled hearings into the issue, Platts reports. 

More solar water heating around the world 

Although cheap natural gas makes the systems less economically attractive in the U.S., 
around the world interest is increasing in solar hot water heating, The New York Times 
reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Sep. 4, Washington: Center for Strategic and International Studies holds forum, 
"Electricity in Transition: Technology, Markets and Regulation." FERC Chairman 
Cheryl LaFleur, former FERC chairs Charles Curtis, Elizabeth Moler among speakers. 
10:30 am, 1616 Rhode Island Ave., NW 

o Sep. 4, Las Vegas: Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid hosts annual Clean Energy 
Summit. Former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack, White House counsel John Podesta, Rep. Dina Titus to speak. 9:00 am , 
Mandalay Bay Convention Center. 
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Upcoming Events 

6,500 tickets sold for Keystone opposition concert 

By The Associated Press 

NELIGH, Neb. (AP)- Organizers say nearly all the $50 tickets for a Willie Nelson and 
Neil Young concert organized by opponents of the proposed Keystone XL pipeline have 
been sold. 

The group Bold Nebraska said in a statement Thursday more than 6,500 of the 7,000 tickets 
for the Sept. 27 concert had been sold since Wednesday. 

The TransCanada Keystone XL pipeline would carry oil from Canada south to the Gulf 
Coast. The concert will be held on a farm near Neligh that's in the proposed path. 

Pipeline critics worry it could contribute to pollution and contaminate groundwater. Young 
and Nelson have said they agreed to perform to highlight concerns. 

TransCanada says the pipeline would be built with advanced safety features. The southern 
le of the i eline between Oklahoma and Texas is alread o erational. 

Dog Days publishing schedule for EnergyGuardian 

By EnergyGuardian 

The Dog Days of summer are upon us, and as is tradition during the week leading up to 
Labor Day, EnergyGuardian will publish a single midday edition each day from Aug. 25 
through Aug. 29. There will be no newsletter on Labor Day, Sept. 1. 

Of course, we'll cover any breaking news with alerts, and then resume normal publishing on 
Tuesday morning, Sept. 2. 

We hope you have a chance to get away and enjoy some relaxation as summer winds down, 
land ~hank rou for your support all yearlong. 

Ecologists team up to buy Texas bayside ranch 

By The Associated Press 

HOUSTON ranch in southeast Texas will be converted into a 
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state park with the assistance of a fund created in the wake of the 2010 Deepwater Horizon 
oil spill, the Texas Parks and Wildlife Foundation announced Thursday. 

The $3 7. 7 million purchase of the Powderhorn Ranch, 7 5 miles northeast of Corpus Christi, 
is the highest price ever paid for a Texas conservation project and the biggest land 
acquisition so far using BP spill restoration dollars. 

The state agency said it has been plotting for more than three decades with the Conservation 
Fund, the Nature Conservancy and other groups on how to acquire the ranch. 

Some $32 million came from a fund created by BP and Transocean following the Macondo 
well blowout on the Deepwater Horizon drilling rig that killed 11 people and caused the 
largest marine oil spill in history. An additional $12 million was raised for habitat restoration 
and management and a long-term endowment. The Conservation Fund and the Nature 
Conservancy of Texas each provided $10 million, and the balance of the $50 million project 
was provided through private donations. 

Dan Friedkin, chairman emeritus of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission's chairman 
and the billionaire owner and chairman of Gulf States Toyota, said the acquisition also 
creates an "exciting new recreational opportunity" for hunting, fishing and bird-watching. 

Perry presses for greater US involvement in Iraq 

By Donna Cassata 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Texas Gov. Rick Perry on Thursday pressed for a more aggressive 
U.S. military response in Iraq to combat Islamic state militants, including a sustained air 
campaign, and signaled he would support sending American ground troops. 

"We need to have all of our options open," Perry told a standing-room-only crowd at the 
conservative Heritage Foundation. 

The potential2016 presidential candidate dismissed the "limited" air strikes that President 
Barack Obama has ordered as insufficient as the U.S. tries to help Iraqi and Kurdish forces 
regain control of large sections of Iraq. 

Perry also faulted Obama for not providing arms to Syrian rebels battling forces loyal to 
President Bashar Assad early on in the three-year-old civil war. He derided Obama's 
insistence that "Assad must go" as "an opinion, not a policy." 

In adopting a hawkish stance, Perry is staking a position that many in the Republican Party 
have moved away from after more than a decade of war in Iraq and Afghanistan, a reflection 
of a nation. His call for American involvement in and about 
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Syria also puts him at odds with possible presidential rival Sen. Rand Paul of Kentucky and 
number of other GOP conservatives. 

Colorado's Mark Udall gets ad boost in Senate race 

By Philip Elliott 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Republican Senate hopeful Cory Gardner's opposition to abortion 
rights "is way too extreme for Colorado," women voters say in ads Senate Democrats' 
campaign arm began running Thursday. 

The Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee, or DSCC, ordered $1 million in ads to run 
for the next two weeks, the group's first advertising to help first-term Sen. Mark Udall and 
his close re-election bid. Millions of dollars already had been spent in Colorado, and millions 
more were expected to come in the final push toward Election Day. 

The DSCC ads come just days after Crossroads GPS, backed by GOP strategist Karl Rove, 
ordered $6 million in ads for Colorado. Those ads are slated to start Sept. 23. 

Spending on the race already has topped $18 million, according to data compiled by the 
nonpartisan Sunlight Foundation. 

The high level of spending shows just how competitive Colorado is shaping up to be. 
Republicans are gunning to pick up six Senate seats and, with them, control of the chamber 
for the first time since after the 2006 midterm elections. 

Laughs in Minnesota Senate race not from Franken 

By Kyle Potter 

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP)- Someone has a sense ofhumor in Minnesota's U.S. Senate race, 
but it's not the former "Saturday Night Live" writer and comedian. 
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As front-mnning Sen. Al Franken sticks with sober ads highlighting his work on issues 
including the mortgage crisis and mental health in schools, it's Republican challenger Mike 
McFadden who is bringing the funny. His lighthearted television spots include him taking a 
punch from a pint-sized football player and joking about cutting out his own son's stitches. 

Their contrast in TV style highlights McFadden's early challenge: In order to beat a well
known incumbent, McFadden first needs to get Minnesota residents to remember his name. 
And for new faces, humor can be an effective hook. 

"People really don't know who he is. The lighter tone is to set him up as a likable guy, an 
everyday dad," said Kevin Sauter, a communications professor at Minnesota's University of 
St. Thomas. "It's very typical, August kind of stuff." 

McFadden continued down the light path this week with an ad showing a Franken lookalike 
in a Lexus, stmggling badly to back his posh speedboat down a boat launch while onlookers 
shake their heads in disgust. 

More Democrats siding with oil and gas jobs 

Click here to read the brief 

NAM starts ad campaign against possible ozone move 

Although Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy hasn't yet moved 
to lower limits on ozone levels following a recommendation from EPA's scientific advisers to 
do so, the National Association of Manufacturers is ramping up its campaign against the 
prospect with ads in the election battleground states of Kentucky, North Carolina and 
Colorado criticizing what it calls "unrealistic new ozone regulations," The Hill reports. 

Canada's Keystone ad campaign didn't deliver message 

A multimillion dollar campaign to promote the Keystone XL pipeline, which was funded by 
the Canadian taxpayer, had little impact on Americans who saw the ads, according to a 
government-mandated survey, CBC reports. 
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Oil higher on stronger US economic stats 

Stronger U.S. economic data Thursday- more home sales, fewer jobless claims and a higher 
manufacturing index- pointed to increasing demand, which boosted oil prices. West Texas 
Intermediate crude gained 51 cents to settle at $93.96 a barrel on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange, while in London Brent crude ended the trading session 35 cents higher to $102.63, 
Bloomberg reports. 

EDF, industry working on methane monitors 

The Environmental Defense Fund has joined with seven oil and gas companies on a project 
to develop better monitors for methane emissions, and will test four or five technologies at 
the Southwest Research Institute, FuelFix reports. 

Opponents dominate 1st NC public hearing on tracking 

Three quarters of those who spoke out at a hearing on fracking before North Carolina's 
Mining and Energy Commission Wednesday were against the practice, WNCT reports, 
noting that three more sessions are scheduled and the commission will make 
recommendations on modifying any regulations to the General Assembly in January. 

Top NC court rules for regulators, power company over rate hike 

The North Carolina Utilities Commission was justified in permitting Duke subsidiary 
Progress Energy to raise its electricity rates in 2013 and 2014, the state's Supreme Court 
ruled Wednesday, The Associated Press reports. 

Missouri regulators unanimous against Noranda rate cut 

The Missouri Public Service Commission voted 5-0 on Wednesday to deny a complaint from 
Noranda Aluminum, which was seeking a restructuring of Ameren Missouri's electricity 
rates, but regulators suggested the companies continue to work on reaching a compromise, 
and also said the state legislature could weigh in on the matter, E&E reports. 

Direct Energy envisions marriage of power and tech 

The future for Direct Energy, a U.S. arm of British conglomerate Centrica, lies with bundling 
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electricity services together with high tech equipment that helps customers to better control 
their energy usage, as well as generating their own with rooftop solar, CEO Badar Khan told 
Bloomberg, adding a prediction that utilities will increasingly face disruption to their 
traditional business models. 

Judge to decide whether US Navy sailors can sue TEPCO 

A district court judge in San Diego is due to decide Aug. 25 whether a group of around 110 
U.S. military personnel who were deployed to assist Japan as it coped with the disaster at the 
Fukushima Dai-ichi nuclear plant can sue operator TEPCO for lying about radiation from the 
accident, The Guardian reports. 

Acquiring federal lands could bring states costly firefighting 
headaches 

A from a conservation group, the Center for Western Priorities, warns that states that 
take over federal lands face the risk of getting bankrupted by firefighting costs, E&E reports. 

Small Albany oil spill contained 

Oil sprayed from a faulty gasket in a pipeline at a Global Partners tank facility in the Port of 
Albany Wednesday afternoon, but crews shut valves quickly, only about 100 gallons spilled, 
no one was injured, and authorities said cleanup was underway, the Times Union reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Aug. 21, Cheyenne, Wyo.: Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz headlines a Quadrennial 
Energy Review forum on infrastructure siting issues. 8:45 am , Little America Hotel 
and Resort. 

o Aug. 22, Lake Charles, La.: Sen. David Vitter holds listening session on EPA 
consideration of a new ozone standard and impacts on Louisiana. 8:00am, Calcasieu 
Parish Government Building. 
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5K-8K gallons of fuel oil spills into Ohio River 

By Lisa Cornwell 

CINCINNATI (AP)- An estimated 5,000 to 8,000 gallons of fuel oil spilled into the Ohio 
River, leading authorities to shut off water intake valves for both the Ohio and Kentucky 
sides of the waterway to protect water supplies, and a 15-mile section of the river was closed 
to allow cleanup. 

The spill from a Duke Energy power plant in New Richmond, about 20 miles southeast of 
Cincinnati, happened around 11:15 p.m. Monday, said Duke spokeswoman Sally Thelen. She 
said the spill at the W.C. Beckjord Station occurred during a routine transfer of fuel oil from 
a larger tank to smaller ones and was stopped within about 15 minutes. 

Coast Guard Lt. Katherine Cameron says the spill is considered medium-sized, a designation 
that applies to inland leaks between 1,000 and 10,000 gallons of oil. 

"We are working with officials from Duke Energy to determine the extent," Cameron said. 

The section was closed to all river traffic, including barges carrying commercial goods, when 
the spill was reported. Tim Smith, chief of investigations for the Coast Guard's Ohio Valley 
sector, said his agency hoped to reopen the section as soon as possible. 

Local, state and environmental agencies also were at the scene Tuesday, and the Coast Guard 
said Charlotte, North Carolina-based Duke Energy Duke has assumed responsibility for spill 
cleanup. 

Investigators release Quebec train disaster report 

By Rob Gillies 
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TORONTO (AP)- The weak safety culture of a now-defunct railway company and poor 
government oversight were among the many factors that led to an oil train explosion that 
killed 4 7 people in Quebec last year, Canada's Transportation Safety Board said in a new 
report released Tuesday. 

TSB chair Wendy Tadros said 18 factors played a role, including a rail company that cut 
comers and a Canadian regulator that didn't do proper safety audits. 

The safety board issued its report 13 months after a runaway train carrying 72 carloads of 
volatile oil from North Dakota derailed, hurtled down an incline and slammed into downtown 
Lac-Megantic, Quebec. Several train cars exploded and 40 buildings were leveled, including 
a popular bar that was filled with revelers enjoying a summer Friday night. The unattended 
train had been parked overnight on a rail line before it came loose. 

Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railways went bankrupt after the disaster. 

"We now know why the situation developed over time," Tadros told a news conference in 
Lac-Megantic. "A weak safety culture at MMA, poor training of employees, tank cars that 
didn't offer enough protection." 

The TSB, which is responsible for investigating rail, air and marine accidents, blamed 
another government agency, Transport Canada, for failing in its oversight duties. 

Rove-backed Crossroads adds Colorado to fall TV 
plan 

By Philip Elliott 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The Republican establishment's favorite political machine is 
adding Colorado to the states where it will be advertising this fall, booking more than $6 
million in television time and taking its post-Labor Day media budget to more than $26 
million. 

The Karl Rove-backed Crossroads GPS on Tuesday ordered TV ads in Colorado starting 
Sept. 23 and running through Oct. 20 to help Republican Cory Gardner, a House member 
looking to move his office across Capitol Hill to the Senate. Heavy spending in Colorado has 
already marked Gardner's race against first-term Democratic Sen. Mark Udall. Data compiled 
by the non-partisan Sunlight Foundation shows that Colorado race is approaching the $18 
million mark. 

The high spending shows just how competitive Colorado and a handful of other Senate races 
are shaping up to be. Republicans are gunning to pick up six Senate seats and, with them, 
control of the chamber for the first time since after the 2006 midterm elections. 
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Udall's top aide, in a memo to allies, lamented the lopsided nature of the spending and cast 
theirs as the underdog campaign. 

"Rep. Gardner and his allies are running three times as many ads as we are this week," 
campaign chief Adam Dunstone wrote, adding it was only going to get worse after Labor 
Day. "When we're being outspent 3-to-1 on the air, getting our message out represents a real 
challenge." 

Steyer shakes up Florida governor's race 

By Jason Dearen and Gary Fineout 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP)- A California billionaire environmentalist is pouring millions 
of dollars into the Florida governor's race to buy television ads attacking Gov. Rick Scott as a 
friend of polluters and utility companies, giving the campaign of Democratic front-runner 
Charlie Crist a boost as polls show a tightening race. 

Former hedge fund manager Tom Steyer has put both Scott and the Florida Republican Party 
on the defensive, prompting them to hit back with their own ads attacking Steyer as a 
hypocrite. They have also sent letters threatening television stations with lawsuits if they 
carry the ads, which Scott's lawyers say are misleading and defamatory. So far, one Fort 
Myers station has stopped running them. 

Steyer's so-called "super PAC," NextGen Climate, set off the blitz of attack ads more than a 
week ago. One ad targeted Scott's environmental record, including campaign contributions of 
$200,000 from oil interests that profited from permits to drill in Florida. Another ad 
criticized Scott over a state law that allowed Duke Energy to charge customers for nuclear 
power projects that have since been cancelled. 

While they don't mention him by name, the ads benefit Crist, who is getting in effect millions 
of dollars in donations. A spokesman for Crist said that the former governor has met with 
Steyer and welcomes his support. Polls show Crist and Scott in a tight race. 

The ads are scheduled to run until the end of the month in the Tampa Bay area, southwest 
Florida and in Palm Beach County, according to station files posted by the Federal 
Communications Commission. While NextGen would not say how much it planned to spend, 
it noted that Steyer has said he'll spend whatever it takes to succeed. 

Container shipping rise bodes well for world trade 
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By Jan M. Olsen 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP)- The world's largest shipping company says it is sending 
more containers around world, a sign that global trade- and possibly economic growth
is picking up. 

A.P. Moller-Maersk, which investors monitor as a bellwether for world trade, lifted Tuesday 
its earnings outlook on the back of an increase in freight volumes, a promising development 
at a time when a major economy like China is slowing and much of Europe remains stagnant. 

The Danish group said shipping volumes rose 6.6 percent in the second quarter, one of 
several factors that caused its net profit to more than triple to $2.3 billion. 

CEO Nils S. Andersen noted the profits were "achieved in challenging markets" and helped 
by cost cuts and a profit on the sale of a majority stake in the company's retail business. 

But the figures are likely to support expectations of a pickup in trade this year from a weak 
level in 2013. The World Trade Organization in April forecast trade will grow by 4.7 
percent, more than double last year's 2.1 percent but still short of the 20-year average of 5.3 
percent. 

July consumer prices up 0.1 percent, held back by 
gasoline 

By Martin Crutsinger 

WASHINGTON (AP)- U.S. consumer prices rose in July at the slowest pace in five 
months, held back by a drop in gasoline prices. 

Consumer prices edged up a seasonally adjusted 0.1 percent last month, after larger gains of 
0.3 percent in June and 0.4 percent in May, the Labor Department reported Tuesday. It was 
the smallest increase since a similar 0.1 percent rise in February. 

The July price restraint came from falling gasoline prices, which had surged in June. All 
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energy prices were down 0.3 percent and this helped offset a 0.4 percent rise in food costs, 
which have been pushed up by adverse weather including a drought in California. 

Over the past 12 months, consumer inflation is up 2 percent while inflation excluding food 
and energy is up 1.9 percent. Price gains around 2 percent are considered moderate and meet 
the 2 percent inflation target set by the Federal Reserve. 

Analysts believe overall prices will moderate further in coming months, helped by 
moderation in energy costs. AAA reports that the nationwide average for a gallon of regular 
gasoline dipped to $3.45 on Monday, down 13 cents in the past month. 
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More Democrats siding with oil and gas jobs 

Click here to read the brief 

Oil spill liability cap raised 

The Coast Guard has increased the liability cap -the amount a company would have to pay 
in the event of an oil spill in U.S. waters-- by more than 15 percent, to more than $404 
million for onshore facilities, in a published in the Federal Register Tuesday that's 
now open to a 60-day comment period, FuelFix reports. 

Scientists hunting biofuel crops wary of invasive species 

Non-food plants that are hardy and grow quickly on marginal land are also likely to become 
invasive species, so scientists hunting for the next big biofuel crop -- who published a so-
called of possibilities in the j oumal BioEnergy Research last month -- have to be 
particular, E&E reports. 

000271 PST DeliverableOOOO 1308 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

NRC computers hacked 

Computer systems at the Nuclear Regulatory Commission were hacked three times over the 
past three years, with several employees clicking on a malicious link in a phishing email in 
one incident, NextGov reports, citing an investigation by the NRC's inspector general. 

Oil dropping again ahead of contract expiration 

A day before the September contract expires, West Texas Intermediate Crude slumped $1.93, 
or 2 percent, to settle at $94.48 a barrel on the New York Mercantile Exchange, while the 
October contract dropped 89 cents to $92.86. In London October Brent edged 4 cents lower 
to $101.56, Bloomberg reports. 

Iraq looking to pump more oil in the south despite northern fighting 

Iraq is hoping to boost the output from its prolific southern oil fields -like West Qurna II, 
where Russian company Lukoil reported pumping 280,000 barrels a day, more than double 
the amount generated in March - even as fighting has hampered production in the north, The 
Wall Street Journal reports. 

Court orders NJ to reconsider wind farm 

The New Jersey Board of Public Utilities has to look again at the wind farm proposed by 
Fishermen's Energy that it rejected in March, in part because of a $47 million grant the 
Department of Energy awarded to the project in May, according to a ruling from a state 
appeals court, The Record reports. 

Potential problems from tracking highlighted in Maryland study 

Allowing fracking in western Maryland could bring health and pollution risks as well as 
social problems, according to a University of Maryland The Baltimore Sun reports. 

Energy Future dodges questions about debt for division with big 
Oncor stake 

The Texas transmission business Oncor may be the unit of bankrupt Energy Future Holdings 
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most interesting to potential buyers, but the company wasn't saying in court Tuesday how 
much debt is attached to the division that owns most of it, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Increase in pests linked to climate change: National Wildlife 
Federation 

Ticks, mosquitoes, fire ants and even poison ivy are spreading across more parts of the U.S. 
because of climate change, impacting Americans' outdoor experience, the National Wildlife 
Federation said in a new released Tuesday, according to The Hill. 

Feds tracking vanishing coastal ecosystems 

The U.S. lost more than 16,000 square miles of coastal forest cover between 1996 and 2011, 
according to data released by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
National Journal reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Aug. 19, Washington: Bureau of Ocean Energy Management holds online lease auction 
for wind development leases off the Maryland coast. 8:30 am , online. 

o Aug. 20, Washington: Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack holds news teleconference on 
costs of fighting wildfires and impacts to USDA budget. 1:30pm, by teleconference. 

o Aug. 20, New Orleans: Interior Department Bureau of Ocean Energy Management 
announces results of lease sale 238 for the Western Planning Area in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 9:00am, Mercedes-Benz Superdome. 

000271 PST DeliverableOOOO 1308 



To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

G iles-AA, Cynthia [G iles-AA. Cynth ia@e pa .gov] 
EnergyGuardian 
Thur 8/14/2014 11:20:29 AM 
EPA-Chamber of Commerce blog battle flares 

000271 PST DeliverableOOOO 1315 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

2 Alaska GOP US Senate candidates debate 
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Californians to vote on $7.5 billion water plan 

Mexico: Pemex gets 83 percent of existing oil reserves 

Obama weighs strategy against Islamic State 

Kerry eyes US-China partnership despite tensions 

Feral horse fight brewing in New Mexico village 

Double check carbon rule cost, says GOP's Smith to EPA 

Opower sees opportunity in EPA carbon rule 

Analysts eye power generators in predicting gas storage build 

US importing cheap coal as domestic mines close 

Oil resumes drop on ample supply, low demand expectation 

New rules for disposal wells proposed in Texas 

Drought pressuring drillers to recycle wastewater 

Ex-Clinton aide worked for Alberta to 'neutralize' Keystone foes 

NRC serves Duke with violation notice for safety lapse at Oconee 

Misunderstanding led to problems with McCrory's Duke Energy disclosure 

Upcoming Events 

2 Alaska GOP US Senate candidates debate 

By Becky Bohrer 

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP)- The two more conservative Republicans running for U.S. Senate 
in Alaska sought to distinguish themselves Wednesday evening in a rare head-to-head debate 
less than a week before the primary. 

Joe Miller and Mead Treadwell agreed on several issues, including that people are entitled to 
the Social Security benefits for which they made payments. They spoke of possible revisions 
to the system, including allowing people to take their Social Security benefits at a later age. 
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Miller and Treadwell agreed that the science on climate change is inconclusive. They warned 
of policies that they said would economically hurt the middle class or dictate what kind of 
car one could drive. Treadwell, though, said concerns like ocean acidification cannot be 
ignored. 

The third major candidate in the race, presumptive front-runner Dan Sullivan, did not 
participate in the debate. He was represented in the Anchorage studio of the Alaska public 
media debate, which was broadcast on TV and radio statewide, by an empty chair. 

Sullivan's spokesman, Mike Anderson, said earlier in the day that the candidate planned to 
spend the evening knocking on doors in the Anchorage and Eagle River areas. Anderson said 
Sullivan has participated in a dozen debates and forums, the most recent of which was on 
Monday, and that he recognizes the importance of reaching out to Alaskans in person. 

Sullivan's campaign manager Ben Sparks said last week that voter enthusiasm wins races, 
and having Sullivan out meeting with voters helps drive that enthusiasm. 

Californians to vote on $7.5 billion water plan 

By Fenit Nirappil 

SACRAMENTO, Calif (AP)- Driven to action by the state's historic drought, California 
lawmakers on Wednesday voted to place a $7.5 billion water plan before voters in 
November. 

The measure marks the largest investment in decades in the state's water infrastructure and is 
designed to build reservoirs, clean up contaminated groundwater and promote water-saving 
technologies. 

It replaces an existing water bond that was approved by a previous Legislature but was 
widely considered too costly and too bloated with pork-barrel projects to win favor with 
voters. 

After weeks of difficult negotiations, the ballot measure sailed through both houses of the 
Legislature: 77-2 in the Assembly and 37-0 in the Senate. Republican Tim Donnelly of Twin 
Peaks and Democrat Wesley Chesbro of Arcata cast the dissenting votes in the Assembly. 

Gov. Jerry Brown signed the legislation, AB1471, shortly after the Legislature acted. Citing 
the overwhelming bipartisan support, the Democratic governor said he probably had never 
seen Democrats and Republicans so united in his lifetime. 

"It's about water, it's about our future, it's about Californians coming together," Brown said. 
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Mexico: Pemex gets 83 percent of existing oil 
reserves 

By Olga R. Rodriguez 

MEXICO CITY (AP)- Mexico's state-owned oil company will retain rights to exploit 83 
percent of the country's proven and probable reserves under the newly enacted opening of the 
energy business, although the company will form alliances with private firms in some of 
those fields, the government announced Wednesday. 

The allocation given to Petroleos Mexicanos, or Pemex, will equal about 2.5 million barrels 
of oil a day for 20.5 years, Energy Secretary Pedro Joaquin Coldwell said. 

"This guarantees that Pemex will have its development secured in the immediate future," 
Coldwell said. "Pemex will continue being Mexicans' great company." 

Pemex will get rights to only 21 percent of the country's possible reserves. The company had 
asked for 31 percent. 

The allocations given to Pemex are part of the so-called "Round Zero," the first areas on land 
and offshore to be assigned under an energy overhaul signed into law by President Enrique 
Pena Nieto on Monday. The new law allows private and foreign firms to sign production and 
profit-sharing deals in the oil, gas and electricity industries. 

Private exploitation of Mexico's oil and gas drilling is being allowed for the first time since 
the industry was nationalized 76 years ago. 

Obama weighs strategy against Islamic State 

By Ken Dilanian and Lara Jakes 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The Obama administration is grappling with how to bridge the gap 
between its increasingly dire assessment of the threat posed by the Islamic State group and 
the limited, defensive air campaign it has so far undertaken, which military officials 
acknowledge will not blunt the group's momentum. 

For months, administration officials have been divided about the threat posed by the Islamic 
State as it seized parts of Syria and advanced on towns in Iraq. Now, amid new intelligence 
about its growing strength, a consensus is forming that the group presents an unacceptable 
terrorism risk to the United States and its allies. 
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At issue is whether President Barack Obama, elected on a platform of ending the Iraq war, 
will heed calls for a campaign to contain or destroy the Islamic State, an undertaking that 
could dominate U.S. foreign policy for the remainder of his term. 

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel said the group poses "a threat to the civilized world," while 
Senate Intelligence Committee Chairwoman Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif., called the Islamic 
State a "terrorist army" that must be defeated. But Obama has not used similar language. He 
has authorized a limited campaign of targeted airstrikes designed to protect refugees and 
American personnel in the Kurdish region- but not take out the group's leadership or 
logistical hubs. 

A strategy to destroy the Islamic State would not require large numbers of American ground 
troops, but it would amount to a significant escalation from the recent air operations, analysts 
say. It might also require military action in western Syria, where the group has its 
headquarters in the city of Ar-Raqqah. 

Kerry eyes US-China partnership despite tensions 

By Matthew Lee 

HONOLULU (AP)- Improving U.S. cooperation with China is critical to maintaining 
stability and security in the Asia-Pacific as well as combating the effects climate change, 
U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry said. 

Wrapping up an eight-day, around-the-world diplomatic trip and his sixth visit to Asia as 
America's top diplomat, Kerry on Wednesday outlined renewed priorities for much of the 
Obama administration's much-touted "pivot to Asia" during its final 2 Y2 years, including a 
focus on strengthening U.S.-Chinese partnership in areas of agreement and bridging gaps in 
areas of contention. 

"One thing I know will contribute to maintaining regional peace and stability is a 
constructive relationship between the United States and China," Kerry said in an address to 
the East-West Center think tank in Honolulu. "The United States welcomes the rise of a 
peaceful, prosperous and stable China: one that plays a responsible role in Asia and the world 
and supports rules and norms on economic and security issues." 

"We are committed to avoiding the trap of strategic rivalry and intent on forging a 
relationship in which we broaden our cooperation on common interests and constructively 
manage our differences and disagreements," he said. 

Kerry arrived in Hawaii after stops in Afghanistan, Myanmar, Australia and the Solomon 
Islands which tensions between China and its smaller 
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territorial claims in the South China Sea were a major subject of discussion. At a Southeast 
Asia regional security forum in Myanmar over the weekend, Kerry formally unveiled a U.S. 
proposal for a voluntary freeze on provocative actions by all claimants, including the 
Chinese. 

The U.S. says that it has no position on the competing claims but does regard stability in the 
South China Sea as a national security issue, given the region's role as one of the world's 
busiest maritime shipping zones. 

Feral horse fight brewing in New Mexico village 

By Russell Contreras 

PLACITAS, N.M. (AP)- For decades, free-ranging horses have roamed this mountain 
village in New Mexico, galloping on residents' property, dashing along roads and attracting 
tourists and wildlife fans hoping to catch a glimpse. 

Their presence has long defined Placitas. But the horses are now drawing the ire of some 
residents who say their growing numbers are hurting the delicate desert landscape because 
they eat what little vegetation there is amid an ongoing drought. 

"We're going to be living in a dust bowl in a few years," said resident Peter Hurley, noting 
that it may take possibly a decade before the vegetation in some areas in the village north of 
Albuquerque returns to normal. 

Horse advocates say the drought is to blame for damaging landscape and state officials have 
blocked their attempts to administer a female contraceptive to help control the horse 
population. 

A round-up of some of the 125 or so horses by state authorities and a plan by federal officials 
to remove some from nearby federal land have raised the potential for a standoff between 
horses advocates and federal officials over the animals' fate. 
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Report: Is the Fracking War Over? 

Click here to read the brief 

Double check carbon rule cost, says GOP's Smith to EPA 

House Science Committee chair Rep. Lamar Smith, R-Texas, has written to Environmental 
Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy asking EPA to double check its 
calculations on the cost of its rule limiting carbon emissions from existing power plants, 
given the Government Accountability Office report criticizing EPA analyses, according to 
The Hill. 

Opower sees opportunity in EPA carbon rule 

Daniel Yates, CEO of the data company Opower that works with utilities to promote energy 
efficiency, told analysts in a conference call this week that the Environmental Protection 
Agency's rule to limit power plants' carbon emissions should be "a powerful long-term 
driver" for his firm's future opportunities, National Journal reports. 

Analysts eye power generators in predicting gas storage build 

Analysts surveyed by Platts were predicting that Energy Information Administration numbers 
on last week's natural gas storage build would come in between 81 and 85 billion cubic feet, 
which they'll examine for signals power generators are continuing to switch from coal to gas. 

US importing cheap coal as domestic mines close 

Even as mine closures in Appalachia are accelerating, coal imports jumped 44 percent in the 
first half of 2014 compared to the numbers a year earlier, The Wall Street Journal reports, 
attributing the development to the difference in price because of cheaper overseas labor and 
transportation costs. 

Oil resumes drop on ample supply, low demand expectation 
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Strong crude supplies- accentuated by the Energy Information Administration's report of a 
stockpile build last week- coupled with fresh word of stalled economic growth in Europe 
put downward pressure on prices again Thursday. U.S. benchmark crude fell 12 cents to 
$97.47 a barrel in electronic trading on the Nymex, while in London Brent crude for 
September delivery slipped 16 cents to $104.12, Reuters reports. 

New rules for disposal wells proposed in Texas 

The Texas Railroad Commission, the regulator in charge of the state's oil industry, has 
proposed new rules governing the siting of disposal wells. The regulations were crafted by 
seismologist Craig Pearson, who was hired in April to address mounting concerns over 
earthquakes, FuelFix reports. 

Drought pressuring drillers to recycle wastewater 

With drought drying up drinking water supplies in Texas and the Southwest, drillers no 
longer have the luxury of using billions of gallons of fresh water for fracking, and are 
increasingly looking to recycling, The Dallas Morning News reports. 

Ex-Clinton aide worked for Alberta to 'neutralize' Keystone foes 

Recent Justice Department filings revealed that Hilary Lefebvre, who worked on Hillary 
Clinton's presidential campaign in 2008, had a 10-weel( contract with the province of Alberta 
last year where her mission was to "neutralize" environmentalists' arguments against the 
Keystone XL pipeline, The Hill reports. 

NRC serves Duke with violation notice for safety lapse at Oconee 

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission will keep a closer eye on operations at Duke Energy's 
Oconee Nuclear Station, now that it has served the company with a violation notice after a 
crack in the high pressure injection system caused a radiation leak and forced a shutdown in 
one of the facility's three reactors, The Greenville News reports. 

Misunderstanding led to problems with McCrory's Duke Energy 
disclosure 

North Carolina Gov. Pat McCrory's failure to report his ownership of Duke Energy stock in 
2013 in two disclosure statements earlier this year were being blamed on a lawyer's 
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misunderstanding about exactly when the shares were sold, according to a spokesman, the 
News & Observer reports. 

Upcoming Events 
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Energy secretary vows to get NM nuke dump working 

Obama welcomes new Iraqi leaders as 'step forward' 

9 trapped in mine collapse in Turkey 

Gulf oyster harvest nose-dives since BP spill 
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Asbestos pushed in Asia as product for the poor 
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Better quality control needed on subcontractors, says probe of subsea bolt 
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'Florida red tide' biggest for nine years 
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Upcoming Events 

Energy secretary vows to get NM nuke dump 
working 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP)- Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz is vowing to get 
southeastern New Mexico's troubled nuclear waste dump back in operation as soon as 
possible after a mysterious radiation leak that has indefinitely shuttered the nation's only 
permanent repository for waste from decades of nuclear bomb building. 

During a town hall meeting packed with state and community officials, and many supporters 
of the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in Carlsbad, Moniz said, "If you stick with us, were 
sticking with you." 

About a dozen community leaders and residents were at the Carlsbad airport to welcome 
Moniz and show their continued support for the plant, which employs about 650 people. 

At least one speaker, however, said the leak showed the 15-year-old, multi-billion dollar 
project has failed and should be abandoned. Others complained about a lack of information 
and the slow pace of identifying the cause of the leak. 

Officials have yet to pinpoint what caused a barrel of waste from Los Alamos National 
Laboratory to breach in one of the plant's half-mile-deep rooms Feb. 14, contaminating 22 
above-ground workers with low levels of radiation. One theory has focused on a chemical 
reaction in highly acidic waste that was packed with organic cat litter to absorb moisture. 

Moniz said the "uncertainty makes it hard for all of us," but investigators are getting closer to 
identifying the cause and hope to have a plan for reopening the mine in place by the end of 
next month. 

Obama welcomes new Iraqi leaders as 'step forward' 

By Julie Pace and Nedra Pickler 

CHILMARK, Mass. (AP)- President Barack Obama welcomed new leadership in Iraq as 
"a promising step forward" Monday amid a political and security crisis in Baghdad, saying 
the only lasting solution is the formation of an inclusive government. 
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the incumbent clinging to power to step aside as he urged Iraqi political leaders to work 
peacefully through a political transition. 

"The United States stands ready to support a government that addresses the needs and 
grievances of all Iraqi people," Obama said outside his rented vacation home on Martha's 
Vineyard, where he earlier huddled with advisers for updates on events on the other side of 
the world. 

Obama's remarks came as the U.S. conducted more airstrikes against the Islamic State in 
northern Iraq as Y azidis trapped by the militant's advance were escaping. "Our aircraft 
remain positioned to strike any terrorist forces around the mountain who threaten the safety 
of these families," Obama said. 

In Washington, Lt. Gen. William Mayville, the director of operations for the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, told reporters that the 15 targeted strikes have slowed the Islamic State's advance but 
done little to degrade the militants' capacity as a fighting force. 

"In the immediate areas where we've focused our strikes we've had a very temporary effect," 
Mayville said. "I in no way want to suggest that we have effectively contained- or that we 
are somehow breaking the momentum of the threat posed by" the Islamic State group. 
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Gulf oyster harvest nose-dives since BP spill 

By Stacey Plaisance 

HOPEDALE, Louisiana (AP)- Gulf Coast oyster harvests have declined dramatically in 
the four years since a BP PLC oil well blew in the U.S.'s worst offshore oil disaster, spilling 
millions of gallons off Louisiana's coast in 2010. 

Fisherman Randy Slavich dragged a clunky metal net through an underwater oyster bed 
recently in Lake Machias, a brackish body opening into the Gulf of Mexico. For generations 
before the spill, this has been a bountiful lake for harvesting oysters. 

His cage-like net pulled up dozens of empty, lifeless oyster shells. 

"It's not good," he said, pushing the shells back into the water. "We've never seen it like this, 
not out here." 

Even after a modest rebound last year, thousands of acres of oyster beds where oil from the 
well washed ashore are producing less than a third of their pre-spill harvest. 

Most worrisome to Slavich is the dearth of oyster larvae - future generations of oysters -
once found in abundance on shells in the lake, east of the muddy bends of the Mississippi 
River. 
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Southwest braces as Lake Mead water levels drop 

By Ken Ritter 

LAS VEGAS (AP)- Once-teeming Lake Mead marinas are idle as a 14-year drought 
steadily drops water levels to historic lows. Officials from nearby Las Vegas are pushing 
conservation, but are also drilling a new pipeline to keep drawing water from the lake. 

Hundreds of miles away, farmers who receive water from the lake behind Hoover Dam are 
preparing for the worst. 

The receding shoreline at one of the main reservoirs in the vast Colorado River water system 
is raising concerns about the future of a network serving a perennially parched region home 
to 40 million people and 4 million acres of farmland. 

Marina operators, water managers and farmers who for decades have chased every drop of 
water across the booming Southwest and part of Mexico are closely tracking the reservoir 
water level already at its lowest point since it was first filled in the 1930s. 

"We just hope for snow and rain up in Colorado, so it'll come our way," said marina operator 
Steve Biggs, referring to precipitation in the Rockies that flows down the Colorado River to 
help fill the reservoir separating Nevada and Arizona. 

By 2016, continued drought could trigger cuts in water deliveries to both states. While water 
authorities say they've been saving water for potential dry days, the prospect of the first cuts 
is already prompting action. 

Asbestos pushed in Asia as product for the poor 

By Katy Daigle 

VAISHALI, India (AP)- The executives mingled over tea and sugar cookies, and the 
chatter was upbeat. Their industry, they said at a conference in the Indian capital, saves lives 
and brings roofs, walls and pipes to some of the world's poorest people. 
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Their product? Asbestos. Outlawed in much of the developed world, it is still going strong in 
the developing one. In India alone, the world's biggest asbestos importer, it's a $2 billion 
industry providing 300,000 jobs. 

The International Labor Organization, World Health Organization, medical researchers and 
more than 50 countries say the mineral should be banned; asbestos fibers lodge in the lungs 
and cause disease. The ILO estimates 100,000 people die from workplace exposure every 
year. 

But the industry executives at the asbestos conference, held in a luxury New Delhi hotel, said 
the risks are overblown. 

Instead, they described their business as a form of social welfare for hundreds of thousands 
of impoverished Indians still living in flimsy, mud-and-thatch huts. 

Report: Is the Fracking War Over? 

Click here to read the brief 

New study brings fresh calls for State to re-evaluate Keystone impact 

Environmental groups-- including the Sierra Club and the Natural Resources Defense 
Council -- wrote to Secretary of State John Kerry Monday asking that his Department re
evaluate its assessment of the climate change impact of the proposed Keystone XL pipeline 
alongside that of Minnesota's Alberta Clipper pipeline, in light of a new study released over 
the weekend which stated that previous work underestimated their effect on greenhouse gas 
emissions, The Hill reports. 

Better quality control needed on subcontractors, says probe of 
subsea bolt problem 

A the Interior Department's Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement into 
a problem with a Chevron well in the Gulf of Mexico in December, 2012 found that 
connector bolts used had become brittle because they were not treated properly after being 
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electroplated, and the problem wasn't caught because quality management systems didn't 
monitor the work of subcontractors, FuelFix reports. 

Oil down on lEA report of ample supply 

Oil prices dropped Tuesday on the International Energy Agency report of strong supplies 
despite continuing conflicts in Iraq and Ukraine, with an increase in OPEC production in 
July of 300,000 barrels a day. U.S. benchmark crude fell 68 cents to $97.40 a barrel in 
electronic trading on the Nymex, while in London Brent crude was 69 cents lower to 
$103.99, according to Reuters. 

lEA sees lower demand growth in 2014 

A lower outlook for the world economy has moved the International Energy Agency to trim 
its forecast for crude demand in 2014 in its August oil market report, according to The Wall 
Street Journal. 

Plans for condensate splitters rest on Commerce moves 

Commerce Department decisions on allowing more export of condensates will affect 
companies' decisions on investing in splitters, Platts reports. 

Kinder restructuring frees up cash for acquisitions 

Richard Kinder's move to bring together three of Kinder Morgan Inc.'s divisions under one 
umbrella frees up cash for acquisitions that will likely be rival infrastructure operators, 
Bloomberg reports. 

Worker death in Egypt adds pressure on Apache 

The shooting death of a long-time Apache Corp employee in Egypt last week highlights the 
dangers of operating in the country and adds pressure on the company to accelerate its 
pullout from risky international operations to refocus on North American production, FuelFix 
reports. 

Pittsburgh airport has high hopes for tracking 
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Debt-ridden Pittsburgh International Airport hopes that revenue from tapping into the 
Marcellus Shale gas deposits it sits on will give the facility a new lease on life, The New 
York Times reports. 

Romney involvement triggers fresh round of coal barbs in W.Va. 
campaign 

In the West Virginia Senate contest, where Democrat Natalie Tennant and Republican Rep. 
Shelly Moore Capito try to outdo one another in their support for coal, Mitt Romney's 
scheduled visit next week to campaign for Capito has unleashed a wave of charges and 
counter charges, The Hill reports. 

Driver tracking could solve highway funding problem 

Privacy concerns have torpedoed previous efforts to use driver tracking to fund roads, but the 
technology exists and advocates say charging drivers for the distances they travel could 
eliminate the problem created by fuel efficient cars generating less revenue from fuel taxes, 
National Journal reports. 

'Florida red tide' biggest for nine years 

The algae bloom in the Gulf of Mexico off the coast of southwestern Florida is 60 miles wide 
and 90 miles long and still appears to be growing, the Los Angeles Times reports. 

More lead testing around troubled SoCal battery recycling plant 

As workers this week started moving contaminated soil from houses in the neighborhood 
around the Exide battery recycling plant in suburban LA, California's Department of Toxic 
Substances Control has ordered lead testing in a two-square mile area that includes more than 
140 homes, the Los Angeles Times reports. 

Upcoming Events 
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Shell, Alaska Natives to share in offshore profits 

Congress votes final passage on highway bill 

Solid US job gains expected for 6th straight month 

$11M deal struck to conserve Colorado River basin 

Taiwan pipeline blasts kill 25, injure 267 

Greenpeace ship Arctic Sunrise released by Russia 

Oil sliding on signs of weaker demand 

Post-Fukushima modifications cost US nuke industry $3 billion 

Fight over EPA water rule could leave its office without direction 

lntegrys Energy Services picked up by Chicago's Exelon 

Senators intro bill aimed at propane shortages 

ConocoPhillips profit increases on output gains 

Occidental earnings increase as it keeps cutting costs 

Southwestern Energy profits drop despite increased production 

Goldman's ice system shows the promise of thermal storage 

US legal problems not stopping Kurds from shipping oil 
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Upcoming Events 

Shell, Alaska Natives to share in offshore profits 

By Rachel D'Oro 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP)- An Alaska Native regional corporation and six Native 
Village corporations signed an agreement with a Shell Oil subsidiary Thursday that aims to 
share the profits from offshore drilling off Alaska's northwest coast. 

Shell and the Arctic Slope Regional Corp. announced the formation of a new company called 
Arctic Inupiat Offshore LLC. Its participants include six village corporations on the North 
Slope. The agreement with the Shell subsidiary, Shell Gulf of Mexico Inc., gives the Alaska 
Native company the option of acquiring an overriding royalty interest from Shell's drilling on 
leases in the Chukchi Sea. 

Rex Rock Sr., president and CEO of the regional corporation, said the new company aims to 
align the oil industry and North Slope communities by investing in offshore production 
through the purchase of the overriding interest. Rock, who also is president of the new 
company, said the agreement allows the corporations to balance the risks and benefits of 
offshore drilling. 

"This is a historic event," he said. "This commitment represents our collective vision and 
commitment to a sustainable economy in our villages." 

Shell would get the benefit of local knowledge for its drilling operations, said Shell Alaska 
Vice President Pete Slaiby. He said the agreement also underscores Shell's commitment to 
provide opportunities for the communities. 

Congress votes final passage on highway bill 

By The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Congress gave final approval Thursday to a $10.8 billion bill to 
keep federal highway funds flowing to states through the summer construction season and 
the fall elections. 

The Senate passed the House-written bill on an 81-13 vote after rejecting it earlier this week. 
The legislation includes enough money to fund highway and transit programs at promised 
levels through next May. It now goes to President Barack Obama for his signature. 
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The Transportation Department had set Friday as the day the Highway Trust Fund would run 
out of reserves and told states they could expect an average 28 percent reduction in federal 
aid. The fund relies primarily on gasoline and diesel fuel taxes that haven't been increase in 
two decades. 

The two houses had played legislative ping pong with the issue in recent days because of a 
dispute over the House bill's reliance on what critics called a "gimmick" for its funding. The 
bill covers more than half of its cost by letting companies defer required contributions to 
their employee pension plans, thus raising corporate profits and, temporarily, the tax 
revenues from those profits. 

Solid US job gains expected for 6th straight month 

By Christopher S. Rugaber 

WASHINGTON (AP)- With a host of reports this week pointing to a healthier U.S. 
economy, analysts expect Friday's monthly jobs report to send a similar message. 

Economists predict that the government will say employers added 225,000 jobs in July, 
according to a survey by data provider FactSet. That would follow June's big 288,000 
increase. And it would mark the sixth straight month of gains above 200,000, the longest 
such stretch since 1997. 

The Labor Department will issue the jobs report at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time. 

This year's burst of hiring has lowered the unemployment rate to 6.1 percent from 6. 7 percent 
at the start of the year. The rate is now the lowest it's been in six years. 

Economists think the rate will remain at 6.1 percent for July, particularly if more people start 
looking for jobs. The government counts people as unemployed only if they're actively 
seeking work. So when more people start looking, the unemployment rate can rise or remain 
flat- even if hiring picks up. 

More encouraging economic news could stoke fears among investors, though, that the 
Federal Reserve will decide to raise its benchmark short-term interest rate sooner than 
expected. Such fears likely contributed to Thursday's 317-point plunge in the Dow Jones 
industrial average- its worst day since February. 

$11M deal struck to conserve Colorado River basin 
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DENVER (AP)- Water providers from four western states and the federal government 
announced an $11 million agreement Thursday to fund projects meant to counteract critically 
low water levels in the Colorado River basin, which supplies water to about 40 million 
people in seven states. 

The Interior Department said Thursday that local water providers in Arizona, California, 
Nevada and Colorado will take part in the deal. 

It aims to create several small pilot programs in 2015 and 2016 that would provide incentives 
and compensation for conservation by cities, farmers and industry, according to a statement 
announcing the agreement. The programs that work best can then be expanded, extended, or 
both. 

The move was called very necessary, though only a beginning with the severe shortfall 
threatening to challenge the region's long-term water supply. 

"This is a critically important first step," U.S. Deputy Secretary of the Interior Mike Connor 
said in a statement. "I applaud the far sighted municipal water providers for beginning to 
address the imbalance in supply and demand on the Colorado River that could seriously 
affect the economy and the people who rely upon the river." 

The project's partners include the Central Arizona Project, Denver Water, The Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California, Southern Nevada Water Authority and the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation. 

Taiwan pipeline blasts kill 25, injure 267 

By Gladys Tsai 

KAOHSIUNG, Taiwan (AP)- Heavy machinery pulled vehicles from huge trenches 
gouged by explosions along an underground pipeline in Taiwan's second-largest city that 
killed at least 25 people and injured 267. 

The series of five explosions from about midnight Thursday to early Friday struck a densely 
populated industrial district in the port of Kaohsiung where petrochemical companies operate 
pipelines alongside the sewer system under city streets. The cause of the disaster was being 
investigated. 

Four firefighters were among the victims when the blasts went off hours after they'd been 
called to investigate gas leaks. At least six fire trucks were flung into the rubble. The blasts 
sent flames shooting into the sky and hurled concrete and cars through the air, leaving meter 

000271 PST DeliverableOOOO 1325 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Three people remained missing and many of the injured were still receiving emergency 
treatment. The disaster was Taiwan's second in as many weeks following the crash of a 
TransAsia Airways prop jet on the island ofPenghu on July 23 that killed 48 people and 
injured 10. 

"Last night around midnight, the house started shaking and I thought it was a huge 
earthquake, but when I opened the door, I saw white smoke all over and smelled gas," said 
Chen Qing-tao, 38, who lives 10 buildings away from the main explosion site. 

Oil sliding on signs of weaker demand 

Sluggish demand, higher North American production, an increase in gasoline inventories and 
a stronger dollar are pushing oil prices down, so far more than 4 percent lower on the week. 
U.S. benchmark crude for September delivery dropped 64 cents to $97.53 in electronic 
trading on the Nymex, while Brent crude was 18 cents lower in London, to $105.84, 
Bloomberg reports. 
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Post-Fukushima modifications cost US nuke industry $3 billion 

The U.S. response to improving its nuclear power industry in the wake of the disaster at 
Fukushima Dai-ichi three years ago has so far cost around $3 billion, with the most important 
objective to guarantee that reactors and spent fuel would stay cool even in extreme 
conditions, an official told the Nuclear Regulatory Commission Thursday, Platts reports. 

Fight over EPA water rule could leave its office without direction 

The Environmental Protection Agency's water office will have no official leader, now that 
acting Assistant Administrator Nancy Stoner is departing and nominee Ken Kopocis, who 
has been awaiting confirmation for more than 1,100 days, is still facing hostility from 
Republican senators opposed to the EPA's rule known as Waters of the United States, or 
WOTUS, E&E reports. 

lntegrys Energy Services picked up by Chicago's Exelon 

Exelon Corp. will buy Integrys Energy Services from its parent Integrys Energy Group for 
$60 million, adding the unit- which has 1.2 million customers in 22 states and Washington, 
D.C.- to its Baltimore-based business arm Constellation, the Green Bay Press-Gazette 
reports. 

Senators intro bill aimed at propane shortages 

In the wake of propane shortages caused by last winter's bitter cold, Midwestern lawmakers 
from both sides of the aisle- Sen. Al Franken, D-Minn., Sen. Tammy Baldwin, D-Wise., and 
Sen. Rob Portman, R-Ohio- have joined forces to introduce a bill intending to better 
information on propane supply and pricing, improve coordination in response to shortages 
and help farmers get tanks for the fuel, The Hill reports. 

ConocoPhillips profit increases on output gains 

Increases in its production in the Eagle Ford shale helped ConocoPhillips to a 1.5 percent 
gain in second quarter proft, to $2.08 million, or $1.67 a share, FuelFix reports. 
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Occidental earnings increase as it keeps cutting costs 

Continuing on with its focus on increasing its returns, Occidental Petroleum reported a gain 
in net income that also beat analysts' expectations, to $1.43 billion, or $1.82 a share in the 
second quarter, FuelFix reports. 

Southwestern Energy profits drop despite increased production 

Lower natural gas prices and higher operating costs hurt the bottom line for Southwestern 
Energy in the second quarter, as the oil and gas company said its second quarter profit 
dropped 16 percent, falling to $207 million, or 59 cents a share, despite increased production 
in the Fayetteville and Marcellus Shale plays, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Goldman's ice system shows the promise of thermal storage 

The system at Goldman Sachs N.Y. headquarters, where ice is frozen in tanks at night and 
used the next day in its air conditioning, is an example of how thermal storage can save 
money and use energy more efficiently, Bloomberg reports. 

US legal problems not stopping Kurds from shipping oil 

The Kurdistan Regional Government is loading a fifth shipment of oil at the Turkish port of 
Ceyhan, having sent it there through an independent pipeline, despite Iraq appearing to have 
successfully blocked the unloading of another tanker's cargo of Kurdish crude in Galveston 
through moves in the Texas courts, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Upcoming Events 

• Aug. 1, Pittsburgh: EPA concludes two-day Pittsburgh public comment hearing on its 
Clean Power Plan carbon rule for power plants. 9:00am, WilliamS. Moorhead Federal 
Building. 
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To: Swift, Anthony[aswift@nrdc.org] 
From: Swift, Anthony 
Sent: Man 6/30/2014 4:06:30 PM 
Subject: Keystone XL: Experts call for moratorium on tar sands expansion I tar sands projects canceled 
due to pipeline constraints 

Greetings, 

We wanted to be sure that you were aware of magazine by 
eight leading scientists and economists in Canada calling for a moratorium on tar sands 
expansion and arguing that the process for and the process to consider them is broken. They cite 
a decision-making system in both countries that ignores how pipelines will collectively present 
major global impacts to climate, water, and local communities. Rather than only looking 
individual pipeline proposals, the experts argue governments should consider how new pipelines 
collectively will facilitate a major expansion of the tar sands industry and associated climate 
emissions. The authors highlighted the need for a bilateral discussion between the U.S. and 
Canada about the cumulative effect of these pipelines in the context of their international climate 
commitments. 

Meanwhile a is pouring cold water on the argument that 
tar sands development will happen at the same pace and scale without major tar sands 
infrastructure projects like Keystone XL. In recent months, two major tar sands mines have been 
canceled, the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP) have substantially reduced 
their forecasted rates of tar sands expansion, and rising costs have caused an investor exodus for 
a number of proposed projects. Even as increasing break even costs push tar sands expansion 
projects beyond the realm of economic viability, tar sands by rail to the Gulf Coast continues to 
prove to be more expensive than predicted. Industry's forecasts acknowledges that its tar sands 
expansion plans cannot be realized unless it gets all of the major proposed tar sands pipelines it 
currently proposes as well as an expansion of rail infrastructure. 

Finally, that pipeline regulators at the Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) found a systemic problem with substandard welds on 
TransCanada' s Gulf Coast pipeline, noting that over 70% of welds on one week were flawed. 

Best, 
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Anthony Swift 1 Attorney, International Program 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 

EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Jalonne White-NewsomeOalonne.weact@gmail.com] 
jalonne.weact@gmail.com 
Tue 5/27/2014 3:59:04 PM 

Subject: [WE ACT DC] Environmental Justice & Policy Newsletter-Winter/Spring 2014 Edition 

Dear friends, colleagues and supporters: 

We hope this email finds you well and rested after the Memorial holiday! We wanted to share with you our 
Winter/Spring 2014 edition of the WE ACT- DC: Environmental Justice and Newsletter! 

Please enjoy, share and we hope that you will be motivated to support our efforts and engage in your localities in 
environmental advocacy. 

Have a fabulous day! 

Dr. Jalonne L. White-Newsome, Federal Policy Analyst 
Ms. Laetitia N'dri, WE ACT Fellow 

Dr. Jalonne L. White-Newsome 
Environmental Justice Federal Policy Analyst 
WE ACT for Environmental Justice 
50 F Street, NW, Eighth Floor 
Washington, DC 20001 
Telephone: (202) - 495 - 3036 
Cell Phone: (202) - 577 - 4246 
Fax: (202)- 547- 6009 
Twitter: @drj_ ege2 
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I 
JUSTICE & POLICY 
NEWSLETTER 

of two new rules to improve air quality, 
1public h,ealth o·f EJ c,oim,mu,nitiies 

Washington, D.C. Staff: 

I 
Congressional & Federal 
Policy Updates .............. 2-5 

Events & Climate Change 
Engagements ................... G-9 

EJ Community ........... 10-11 

Dr. Jalonne L. White-Newsome, Federal Policy Analyst 
*Ms. Alaura Carter, Communications Intern 

*Mr. Kyle Colonna, Research Health Intern 
Ms. Megan Griffin, Literature Intern 

*Ms. Dorthea Thomas, Climate Justice Fellow 
*Ms. Falon Shackleford, Outreach Intern 
*Ms. Mayra Cruz, Climate Accountability Intern 
Ms. Laetitia N'Dri, Toxic Chemical Safety Intern 

New York Policy Staff: 
Mr. Cecil D. Corbin-Mark, Dep. Director /Policy Director 
Ms. Peggy Shepard, Executive Director 

*Internship completed 
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EJ Co!m!munity 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 

EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Swift, Anthony[aswift@nrdc.org] 
Swift, Anthony 
Thur 4/10/2014 3:04:25 PM 

Subject: Over 100 scientist and economist urge rejection of Keystone XL & other updates 

Greetings, 

We wanted to be sure that you were aware of a signed by more than 100 scientists and 
economists calling on President Obama and Secretary John Kerry to reject the Keystone XL tar 
sands pipeline. The Nobel Prize winners in physics and economics, lead 
authors of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change reports, and other 
noted scientists and economists. They added their voices to the 2 million public comments sent 
to President Obama and Secretary Kerry calling for a rejection of Keystone XL, and~='-'=~"
~~"-='--""~~=--~= whose letter to Secretary Kerry calling for rejection of Keystone XL 
was released last week. 

Recent news reports are highlighting the role that Keystone XL would play as a linchpin for 
expanded tar sands production and the significant carbon emissions associated with it. In the 
Financial Post article 

" tar sands producers acknowledged that capital costs have recently tripled, operating costs 
have doubled, and continued delays in pipeline approvals are preventing them from maximizing 
revenues and creating a poor climate for expansion. 

~~-=--"==="-""'-~~~~~~~'--=~~~~~~by "[improving] the economics of 
getting their heavy oil down to the refineries that need it in the Houston area." The article goes 
on to state that many investors are staying on the sidelines and believe that Keystone XL delays 
are constraining the development of the tar sands in Canada. 

In addition, the pipeline company Enbridge recently received a license =-~=~=-'=~~="
~=~~"-"-'=~===-.~-· As proposals to build pipelines through Canada remain blocked due 
to public opposition, this highlights Keystone XL's role as an export pipeline through the United 
States on its way to international markets. This possibility was first identified by petroleum 
economist Phillip V erleger in 2011, who contended the export market fueled by Keystone XL 

000271 PST DeliverableOOOO 1413 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Meanwhile Presente.org, the nation's largest online Latino organizing group,==~===-~ 
~==~-=---"'="-"-"=.!'-~=~~=-"==~==' noting that Latino communities are in areas 
most affected by climate change and the refinery pollution associated with Keystone XL. 

Best, 

Anthony Swift 1 Attorney, International Program 

11 
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To: 
From: 

G iles-AA, Cynthia [G iles-AA. Cynth ia@e pa .gov] 
Jack Gerard, API 

Sent: 
Subject: 

Wed 4/9/2014 1 :28:33 PM 
Veterans for Keystone XL 

April 9, 2014 

Dear Cynthia, 

America's veterans and military leaders have unique expertise when it comes to evaluating the 
national security advantages of energy resources. A number of veterans =-:!~;,:J_==~'-=-'-
====~=to~~~~==~~==~~~==~~~~~==~~~==== 
of strengthening America's energy, economic and national security. Here's what veterans are 
saying about Keystone: 

Retired former national security advisor to President Obama: 
"I would like to pose what I regard to be a pretty fundamental question: why would the 
United States spend billions of dollars and place our military personnel at risk to ensure 
the flow of energy half a world away, but neglect an opportunity to enable the flow of 
energy in our very own back yard-creating jobs, tax revenue, and greater security? ... 
The decision on the pipeline is a litmus test of whether America is serious about national, 
regional, and global energy security, and the world is watching." 

Retired Rear Admiral Don Loren: "I believe that everybody realizes that there is a 
relationship between the flow of energy, the access to energy and national and 
international security .... Having unbounded energy resources, not (being) dependent on 
foreign energy sources, it gives us tremendous military strength and capability." 

Tony Caldarelli of Conneaut Lake, Pa., served with the 463rd Engineer Combat 
Battalion in Iraq in 2004 and 2005: "I had a deep understanding that I'd just spent a year 
(with) people trying to blow me up in the Sunni Triangle ... That's what this issue 
(Keystone XL) means to me personally. If I had set up this press conference, it would be 
in Arlington (National Cemetery) .... This is about national security and about our sons 
and daughters not having to do what those of us who are sitting in this room did." 

Approving Keystone XL will help us build the capacity to supply 100 percent of our liquid fuel 
needs from North American sources within 10 years -a momentous achievement for national 
security. After more than five years of extensive review, it's time for the Obama administration 
to act in our national interest and signal to the world that we are serious about our global 
energy policy by approving Keystone XL. 

Sincerely, 

Jack N. Gerard 
President & CEO 
API 

Imports Fall as America's Energy Revolution Grows 
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Surging domestic production from shale and other tight
rock formations is driving a significant increase in 
America's energy self-sufficiency. Go here to=~~"-"'--

Follow our Blog to stay up-to-date 

To stay up-to-date on the latest energy-related news, 
there is no better place to check than the~=.]__ 

About API: 

API represents more than 600 oil and natural gas companies, leaders of a technology
driven industry that supplies most of America's energy, supports 9.8 million U.S. jobs 
and 8 percent of the U.S. economy, delivers $85 million a day in revenue to our 
government, and, since 2000, has invested over $2 trillion in U.S. capital projects to 
advance all forms of energy, including alternatives. 

If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or simply click 
on the following link: Unsubscribe 

Jack Gerard, API 
1220 L Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
us 
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To: 
Cc: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Hello, 

EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Droitsch, Danielle[ddroitsch@nrdc.org] 
Swift, Anthony[aswift@nrdc.org]; Casey-Lefkowitz, Susan[sclefkowitz@nrdc.org] 
Droitsch, Danielle 
Fri 3/7/2014 7:28:13 PM 
EPA comments on Keystone XL Final EIS 

NRDC has conducted a review of EPA's comments submitted in 2013 as well as from 2010 and 
2011 against the Final Supplemental EIS released for Keystone XL. Our analysis attached. We 
are submitting them as part of our detailed comments to the State Department today and will be 
posting them publicly on Monday. Please do not hesitate to let me know if you have any 
questions or comments. 

Best, 

Danielle 

Danielle Droitsch 1 Senior Attorney 

Canada Project Director, International Program 
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The State Department's Final Environmental Impact Statementlnd Concerns Raised by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agenqfrom 201(}2013 Regarding the ProposedKeystone XL Tar Sands 
Pipeline 

Review of EPA comments submittedbetween 201().2013 

Since 2010, the EPA has raiseda number ofconcerns about the proposed Keystone XL tar sands 
pipeline. In particular, EPA has focused its comments orbhe issues of whether the pipeline worsens 
climate change and vJlether it poses unnecessary risks to water and air quality. Now that thBtate 
Department's Bureau of Oceansand International Environmental and Scientific Affairs (OES) and its 
contractor ERM has released its Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Stat8llent (FSEIS), the EPA 
has an opportunity to review whether its concerns have been adequately addressed. During review of 

its concerns, the EPA can also play a key role in the U.S. Department of State's (DOSNationallnterest 
Determination (NID) process. 

The EPA provided DOS with comments in 2010; 2011} and 2013:' The analysis provided below outlines 
how core EPA concerns raised over the past three years remain unaddressed. In fact, amy of the issues 
first raised by EPA in 2010continue to persist in DOS's most recent January 2014 FSEIS. In order to 

highlight all of EPA's concerns and the ways DOS has either failed or insufficiently address them, this 
document will present EPA's view and DOSS response side-by-side. The analysis below indicates thct 
the FSEIS has almost universally failed to address the concerns raised by the EPAnd thereby fails to 
fully calculate the full extent of environmental and human impacts likely to be caused by the Keystone 
XL pipeline project. 

In addition, the concerns EPA has raised over time are all relevant to the NID process Concerns raised 
by EPA alreadysupportthe argument that theproposed Keystone XL project is not only not in the 

national interest, but that it would be a significant driver of climatEE:hange and other negative 
environmental impacts. Among EPA's many concerns, its areas of focus can be summarized as falling 
under the following nine issues: (1) The project's purpose and need; (2) greenhouse gas emissions; (3) 
transport alternatives, especially rail; (4) the sufficiency of analysis of proposed alternatives; (5) pipeline 
safety; (6) refinery emissions and air quality impacts; (7) environmental justice and community impacts; 
(8) wetlands impacts; and (9) migratory bird impacts. 

During the NID precess, EPA should revisit some of their earlier comments and broadly evaluate the 
project againstthe Obama administration's climate and clean energy goals 

1 
Letter from Cynthia Giles, Assistant Adm'r for Enforcement and Compliance Assurance, U.S. Envtl. Prot. Agency to Jose W. 

Fernandez, Assistant Sec'y, Econ., Energy, and Bus. Affairs, U.S. Dept. of State (July 16, 2010) available at 
http:/ /yosemite. epa .gov I oeca/we be is. nsf/ ( P D FVi ew )/20 10012 6/$fi I e/20 10012 6. PDF ?0 pen Element. 
2 

Letter from Cynthia Giles, Assistant Adm'r for Enforcement and Compliance Assurance, U.S. Envtl. Prot. Agency to Jose W. 
Fernandez, Assistant Sec'y, Econ., Energy, and Bus. Affairs, U.S. Dept. of State (June 6, 2011), available at 
http:/ /yosemite.epa .gov /oeca/webeis. nsf/(P DFView )/20110125/$file/20110125. PDF. 
3 

Letter from Cynthia Giles, Assistant Adm'r for Enforcement and Compliance Assurance, U.S. Envtl. Prot. Age ncy to Jose W. 

Fernandez, Assistant Sec'y, Econ., Energy, and Bus. Affairs, U.S. Dept. of State (April 22, 2013), available at 
http:/ /www.epa.gov/Compliance/nepa/keystone -xl-project-epa-comment-letter-20130056.pdf. 
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• In their July 2010 comments, EPA stated: "[W]e believe the national security implications of 
expanding the Nation's long-term commitment to a relatively high carbon source of oil should 
also be considered." Therefore, the NID should evaluatavhether the U.S. should permit c60-
year infrastructure project that amounts to a long term commitment to producing, refining, and 
selling a fossil fuel with higher than average concentrations of carbon. 

EPA has also stated in the same comments:hat "[t]he Draft EIS uses an unduly narrow purpose 
and need statement ... [that fails] to allow for a robust analysis of options for meeting national 
energy and climate policy objectives."Therefore, the NID should focus orwhether the U.S. 
should pursue a project focused only on meeting Gulf Coast refinery needs il'tead of a project 
focused on national clean energy and climate policy objectives. 

• EPA has raised concerns about greater risks posed by the transport of diluted bitumen versus 
conventional oil. Therefore the NID must evaluate the growing evidence that s~i; from diluted 
bitumen could have a very significant impact to water supplies and wether the U.S. should 
permit a project which transports a highly hazardous substance across critical national resources 
and through vulnerable communities, placing water ,agricultural, scenic, and human resources 
at significant risk. 

• EPA has raised concerns about theproject's disproportionately high and adverse human health 
and environmental effects on minority, lowincome, and Tribal populations. The NID process 
should evaluate the growing and considerable evidencEthatthe project will poses greater air 
pollution risks to communities near Port Arthur Texas as well as water contamination risks to 
communities along the pipeline route (including tribal nations relying o11111ater supplies). 

• Finally, there is growing evidence thatproduction, transport, and refining has been tied to 
significant negative human health effects. Therefore, the NID should evaluate these heightened 
risks to the publicto ensure that these negative effects are fully understood and fully disclosed 

Climate Impacts/Market Analysis 

EPA Concern 
July 2010: EPA recommended full disclosure "of 
GHG emissions ... [including] an estimate of the 
extraction-related GHG emissions associated with 
long-term importation of large quantities of oil 
sands crude from a dedicated source." 

July 201Q June 2011: EPA recommended a 
consideration of project alternatives that reduced 
capacity, mitigated operational releases, cr 
reduced "extraction-related GHG emissions." 

DOS Response 
While the FSEIS confirms that tar sands 
development is substantially more carbon 
intensive than conventional oil, it failed to find 
that Keystone XL would have any impacton 
climate change-a faulty conclusion as stated 
below. FSEIS, Table 4.143; 4.14-30-33; 4.14-5. 

The FSEIS has not addressed the EPA's concern. 
DOS has never considered an alternative that 
would reduce the size of the project, mitigate 
operational releases oroffered any strategies for 
reducing extraction-related GHG emissions. While 
DOS estimates that emissions from operations of 
the pipeline total1.44 million metric tons/year, 
DOS has not addressed EPA's recommendation to 
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June 2011: EPA strongly recommended "against 
comparing GHG emissions associated with a single 
project to global GHG emissions levels" because of 
the way such a comparison makes any project, 
regardless of its scale, appear to be a small 
addition to worldwide GHG enissions. 

June 2011: EPA recommended that DOS provide a 
lifetime analysis of GHG emissions, as those 
emissions become quite significant over the 50 
year lifespan of the project. 

June 2011,April2013: EPA requested that DOS 
contextualize the well-to-wheel GHG intensity 
differences between conventional and tar sands 
crudes and provide "monetized estimates of the 
social cost." 

find ways that TransCanada might mitigate these 
impacts beyond utilizing whatever new technology 
is available to construct and run the pipeline. 
FSEIS, Table 4.142. For example, TransCanada's 
"Construction, Mitigation, and Reclamation Plan" 
does not address GHG emissions at all. FSEIS, 
Appendix G. 

The EPA's recommendation has been ignored. The 
FSEISdiscussion of U.S. and Canadian 
contributions to total worldwide GHG emissions 

down plays the impact of GHG emissions 
associated with this project. FSEIS,Executive 
Summary, 17;4.14-46. 

The FEIS found thatthe Keystone XL projectcould 
contribute 1.43 billion "accumulated incremental" 
tons of GHG emissions to the atmosphereover 50 
years. FSEIS, Table 4.148. However, DOS failed to 
provide any contextualizing analysis to make it 
clear just how negative the climate impacts of the 
Keystone XL project actually are. A simple piece of 
analysis DOS could have provided would have 
compared Keystone XL's lifetime emissions td:he 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change's 
(IPCC) "carbon budget." Because Keystone XL will 
use a portion of the IPCC's carbon budget, the 
project's impact on international climate goals is 
easily contextualized. Using this methodology, 
Keystone XL's carbon emissionsover 50 years 
(without reference to displacement, etc.)= 7.3.5 
8.4 billion metrictons C02E I 469 billion metric 
tons available C02 E. This represents 1.6%- 1.8% 
of the total remainingiPCC budget. 

DOS failed to address the EPA request tomonetize 
the social costs of cumulative GHG emission 
effects. However, based on costs provided bythe 
Interagency Working Group of Social Costs of 
Carbon and using DOS estimates, Keystone XL 
would have a social cost as high as$128 billion in 
2014 dollars. 4 

4 In 2007 dollars, the social cost of Key stone XL's incremental1.4 billion metric ton carbon impact is between $80.6 billion and 
$114 billion using the administration's sec figures as a discount rate of 2.5% to 3%. Adjusting to 2014 dollars, that figure rises to 

between $90 billion to $128 billion. Interagency Working Group on Social Cost of Carbon, U.S. Government, Technical Support 

Document: Technical Update of the Social Cost of Carbon for Regulatory Impact Analysis Under Executive Order 12866 (May, 
2013) (www.whitehouse .gov/sites/default/fil es/omb/inforeg/social_cost_of_carbon_for_ria_2013_update.pdf) (all dollar 
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April 2013: EPA recommended that DOS analyze 
ways that the U.S. might support Canada in its 
efforts to mitigateGHG emissions from tar sands 
production. EPA also stated that DOS should 
determine if specific commitments from 
TransCanada for mitigating operational emissions 
were appropriate. 

April 2013: EPA recommended that DOS pay 
significant attention to its market analysis to 
ensure that it was using the most upto-date data. 
Because EPA views DOS's market analysis as the 
heart of its DSEIS and particularly the climate 

impacts of the pipeline, EPA felt "that the Final EIS 
[must] provide a more careful review of the 

market analysis and rail transport options ... 
[which should] include further investigation of rail 
capacity and costs." 

The FSEIS failed to address this EPA concern.DOS 
discusses Alberta's inadequate efforts toreduce 

GHG emissions (including "improving operations," 
use of carbon offsets, payment into an "Emissions 
Management Fund," and useof carbon credits), 
but failed to conduct any independent analysis 

that would have revealed thatthese policies have 
been completely ineffective to date~ In DOS's 
response to EPA's recommendation that the U.S. 
work with Alberta to consider strategies fcr 
reducing GHG emissions, DOS states that these 
types of policy decisions are outside the scope of 
its analysis. FSEIS, Response to Public Comments, 
Part 1, PC-7. 

While DOS does note that TransCanada plans to 
use highly efficient equipment in the operatbn of 
the pipeline, it does not specifically require use of 
renewables or suggest any additional ways to 
mitigate emissions (DOS simply states that power 
supply will be determined by local energy 
cooperatives). FSEIS, 4.1418. 

The FSEIS market analysisfails to address EPA 
concerns. DOS continues to construct a preferred 
reference scenario to reach its overall conclusion 
that tar sands production will not be significantly 
impacted by approval or denial of the Keystone XL 
pipeline and thus not have a sig~ificant impact on 
GHG emissions. To reach its conclusion, DOS 
makes the following assumptions: (1) that tar 
sands crude prices will gradually increase through 
at least 2CBS; (2) that tar sands will directly 
replace imports of other high carbon feedstock9n 
refineries at the Gulf Coast; (3) that differences in 
transport costs between pipeline, rail, and other 
methods are not significant enough to slow 
production; (4) that there is a strong possibility of 
future expanded pipeline capacity; and (5) that 
alternate transport methods are viable (i.e., have 
sufficient capacity) replacements for Keystone XL 
should the pipeline permit be denied. For DO~ 

amounts in 2007$); Bureau of Labor Statistics, Inflation Calculator, Accessed February 28, 2014, 
http:/ /www.bls.gov I data/inflation_calculator.htm ). 
5 See P .J. Partington & Clare Demerse, Pembina lnst., Context for Climate Action in Canada (Oct. 2013). 

file:///Users/joshaxei/Downloads/climate -context-20131009.pdf; Simon Dyer, Pembina lnst., Strengthening Alberta's 
Greenhouse Gas Regulations (April 2013}, file:/ I /Users/joshaxei/Downloads/ab -sger-briefing-apr2013.pdf. 
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final conclusion regarding climate impacts to be 
correct, each of these assumptions must be true 
and there is sufficient information contained in the 
FSEIS to significantly undermine the strength ofall 
of these assumptions. 

In essence, the FSEIS has failed to addressEPA 
concerns by failing to conduct a careful review of 
market conditions: 

• The FSEIS uses global energy consumption 
models which assume business as usual policies 
through 2035 that lead to higher oil 
consumption, higher oil prices, and carbon 
emissions that lead to 6 degrees Celsius of 
climate warming. lEA scenarios that model 
energy consumption ifthe international 
community limits warming to 2 degree; Celsius 
(the 450 ppm scenario) or if nations simply 
honor their existing climate commitments the 
New Policy scenario) both forecast markedly 
lower oil prices due to declining consumption. 
In either market, tar sands expansion will be far 
more marginal and dependent on cheap 
transportation capacity provided bythe 
Keystone XL pipeline. 

• The FSEIS assumes that even if pending 
pipelines are approved and oil prices increase, 
tar sands expansion will occur at half the pace it 
did over the last decade and little more than a 
third the pace projected by the Canadian 
Association of Petroleum Producers (CAPP).The 
FSEIS forecast is lower than those offndustry, 
the National Energy Board, the International 
Energy Agency, the Energy Information 
Administration, and the Government of Alberta. 
By assuming "slow tar sands expansion" the 
FSEIS creates a falsely plausible scenario where 
other transportalternatives could fill the 

transport gap if Keystone XL is not approved 
The effect of this erroneous logic is asignificant 
underestimation of Keystone XL's impact on tar 
sands expansion. 

• The FSEIS did not consider proPJsed tar sands 
mining projects that are high cost, unable to 
profitably utilize rail, and dependent on 
Keystone XL. 

• The FSEIS concluded that tar sands 
development is less expensive than what is 
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Consideration of Alternatives 

EPA Concern 
July 2010: "[T]he Draft EIS does not fully analyze 
the environmental impacts of the no-action and 
other alternatives, making a comparison between 
alternatives and the proposed project more 
difficult." 

July 2011, April2013: DOS should more clearly 
explain why it rejected alternatives that avoid the 
Ogallala aquifer, whilethe proposed route does 
not. "[T]he DSEIS does not provide a detailed 
analysis of the ... Alternative route~ which would 
... likely further reduce potential environmental 
impacts to groundwater resources ... [and which] 

were determined to not be rfflsonable alternatives 

actually occurring on the ground. Less 

expensive projects cantake advantage of higher 
cost rail, but these low cost projects are not the 
industry norm. 

• The FSEIS concluded oil prices will increase 
(making tar sand projects more profitable). 
However, the lEA and commodity futures 
markets both project lower oil pri<Es through at 
least 2020. 

• The FSEIS wrongly assumed there would be 
sufficient pipeline or rail capacity to facilitate 
tar sands expansion regardless of ~ystone XL 
when, in fact, pipeline bottlenecks have already 
limited investment in tar sands expansion. 

• The FSEIS failed to consider the impact of new 
rail regulations on the comparative cost of rail 
relative to Keystone XL. 

DOS Response 
The FSEIS failed to address this issue. The FSEIS 
did not fully analyze its status quo aternative 
which assumes Keystone Xlis not built and other 
transport options do not take its place. FSEIS, 5.1-
6. Instead, DOS chose to develop three 
independent no-action alternatives (pipeline/rail; 
pipeline/barge; and rail only) making it appearthat 
all no-action alternatives have similar or worse 
environmental impacts than the proposed project. 
FSEIS 5.1; FSEIS 5.3-2, 5, 8. The effect of this 
flawed analytical strategy makes the proposed 
project appear to be the mostenvironmentally 
desirable course of action. 

The FSEIS comparison of alternatives does little to 
distinguish among the proposed alternatives and 
does not provide any rationale for preferring the 
proposed route as opposed to either the Steele 
City or 1-90 Corridor routes. Compare IJiEIS, 5.2 
with FSEIS, 5.2. Indeed, the latest preferred 
Keystone XL route was only shifted 19 miles from 
the original proposal6 and still crosses extremely 

6 Nebraska Judge Voids Governor's Right to Set Keystone XL Route , Envt. New Serv. (Feb. 21, 2014), http:/ /ens
n ewswi re .co m/20 14/0 2/21/ nebraska -judge-voids -governors- right-to-set- keystone-xl- route/. 
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primarily on the basis that these routes are longer sensitive portions of the Ogallala Aquifer and 
than the proposed Project's route." Nebraska's Sandhills.7 

Pipeline Safety and Spill Response 
EPA Concern 

July 201Q June 2011, April 2013: The EPA 
requested that DOS provide rmre information 

about the chemical characteristics of diluted 
bitumen, as these characteristicsare critical for 
determining impacts and appropriate spill 
responses. In particular, EPA felt thatcurrent DOS 
analysis was missing information that v..ould help 
to determine the acute toxicity of transported 
crude oil. EPA recommended that DOS especially 
consider the difference between diluted bitumen 

and conventional crude spilling in water. 

July 201Q June 2011.: EPA recommended that 
DOS's analysis should have considered a wider 
scope in its definition of serious/significant spills to 
assess risk. EPA also recommended thatDOS 
address the risk ofspills from "pipeline-related" 
infrastructure and activity. 

Per DOS's various statistics regarding each route, 
the 1-90 Corridor route appears to be significantly 

less impactful, despite its longer length. The ~90 
Corridor also avoids the habitat of the American 
burying beetle, a federally listed threatened 
species. Though DOS's response to EPA's 
recommendation suggest that increased risk of 
spills and increased proximity to water bodies 
were key factors in its alternatives analysis, DOS~ 
primary focus continues to be on the additional 
length of each alternative. FSEIS, Summary of 
Public Comments, Part 1, PG14. 

DOS Response 

The FSEIS failed to address this request from EPA. 
On the one hand, the FSEISfinally acknowledges 
that tar sands crudes present unique risks to 
water. DOS notes that diluted bitumen spilled into 
water results in the rapid volatization of the 
diluting agents, leaving the heavy bitumen behind, 
which then sinks. DOS also acknowledged that, 
unlike conventional crudes, bitumen does not 
readily biodegrade if accidentally released into 
water (and generally). FSEIS, 3.1310. But despite 
EPA's specific request for more information about 
the chemical characteristics of diluted bitumen, 
the FSEIS failed to provide the needed information 
mentioned by EPA.8 These findings appear to fly in 
the face of EPA's experience with cleanup 
following spills in both Michigan and Arkansas. 

The FSEIS failed to address trese EPA concerns. 
While DOS has acknowledged that spills could 
originate from any number of sources (including 
the pipeline, pump stations, valves, delivery 
points, etc.), FSEIS, 3.13-25, it has never conducted 
a proper analysis of reasonably foreseeable spills 
or other accidents. Indeed, in the FSEIS, it states 

7 Mark Hefflinger, Nebraska Landowners Purchase Anti -Keystone XL Radio Ads, Bold Nebraska (Feb. 18, 2014), 
http:/ /boldnebraska.org/kxlradio. 
8 

See Exponent, Inc., Third-Party Consultant Environmental Review ofthe TransCanada Keystone XL Pipeline Risk Assessment ix 

(April 26, 2013), available at http:/ /keystonepipeline-xl.state.gov/documents/organization/221278.pdf (recommending that 
"obtaining additional information on the chemistry of the oils" is necessary to fully analyze the risk of a spill). 
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July 2010, June 2011: EPA recommended that DOS 
provide more information in relation to how small 
pipeline leaks will be detected and the tine frame 
within which such leaks will be detected and 
controlled. EPA also found that more lhformation 
was needed regarding actual patrols and visual 
inspections of the pipeline. 

July 2010: EPA recommended that DOS require 
TransCanada to provide adraft Emergency 
Response Plan, tailored to the project. 

July 201Q June 2011; EPA recommended that DOS 
provide more information on measures that will bE 
implemented to reduce the risk of spills in high 
consequence areas (HCAs). EPA recommended 
that DOS consider requiring external pipe leak 
detection systems in these areas to improve the 
probability of detecting small leaks. 

April 2013: The EPA recommended that DOS 
"provide an opportunity for public review and 
comment on the scope of [an independent 

engineering analysis of TransCanada's risk 
assessment], and an opportunity for public 
comment on a draft of the analysis when it is 
completed." 

that such an analysis need not be undertaken until 

after the permitting process has begun. FSEIS, 
3.13-4. 

TransCanada plans to install a SCADA systemthat 
will only be able to detect leaks larger than 1.§2% 
of total flow rate. FSEIS, 3.1334. Assuming a 15% 
flow rate leak, as many as12,450 bbd, or 522,900 
gallons, could leak without the SCADA system 
noting the problem. This creates the possibility of 
a "small" leak going undetected for a lengthy 
period of time and resulting in a major spill. 

This EPA concern was not addressed. The same, 
generic Emergency Response Plan, developed in 
2009, continues to be appended to the FSEIS. 
FSEIS, Appendix I. 

This EPA concern was not fully addressed. While 
the FSEIS contains some additionalstrategies, see 
FSEIS, 3.13-28, it did not specifically propose any 
additional external leak detection system;. 

While the FSEIS contained anengineering and 
environmental review of TransCanada's risk 
analysis, none of these studies were provided to 
the public for review and comment. It is also 
unclear whether EPA provided guidance/feedback 
on these studies. 

The independent engineering study made the 
following key observations about TransCanada's 
risk assessment: 

• TransCanada's potential spill volume sizes were 
"an order of magnitude too small" given their 
inappropriate use of available data. Battelle, 
Executive Summary, 3. 

• A median spill volume of 100 barrels should be 
used for planning purposes. ES, 3. 

• TransCanada should provide a basis for its 
assumption that engineering changes will result 

in lower failure frequencies. ES, 3. 

• TransCanada's risk assessment "does not meet 
one of the key objectives of a risk assessment 
program: identifying the major sourcesof risk, 
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April 2013: EPA recommended the imposition of 
four additional permit conditions. These include 
(1) requiring emergency response plans that 
address submerged oil, floating oil, and cold 
weather responses; (2) requiring pre-positioned 
response equipment, including equipment capable 
of dealing with submerged oil; (3) requirirg drills 
and exercises that include dealing with floating 
and submerged oil; and (4) requiring that any 
response plan be reviewed by the EPA. 

Air Quality Impacts from Refinery Emissions 
EPA Concern 

July 2010, June 2011: "We ... agree with the Draf 
EIS's conclusion that there may be increases in air 
emissions from refineries in the area, and we 
recommend" that DOS "substantiate the 
conclusion that these increases 'would likely not 
be major."' 

and then identifying the components and/or 
procedures that can mitigate those risks." ES, 5. 

• TransCanada should not have relied on 
PHMSA's database as the sole source of failure 
causes and consequences. ES, 5. 

• Modeling of valve placement should 1:E redone 
to ensure that any changes in route do not 

result in significant changes in proposed 
placements. ES, 7. 

• Analysis by Exponent found that spills into 
surface waters can move beyond the Smile 
distance that TransCanada used to identify 
HCAs and other sensitive areas. ES, 8. 

• Computational pipeline monitoring (i.e., the 
SCADA system) is not sufficient where large 
volumes of oil are transported through a 
pipeline because of the risk of a major spill due 
to the system's inability to recognize leaks 
below certain transport volume percentages. 
ES, 9. 

• TransCanada failed to provide enough detail to 
show that valves were spaced so as to minimize 
the total spill volume as required by U.S. 
regulations. ES, 12. 

While it may be premature to determine whether 
this EPA request has been honored (because the 
permit has not been issued), the information that 
would lead to the creation of these conditions 
remains outstanding. TheFSEIS only states that 
TransCanada haspromised to address some key 
issues such as spill response exercises that address 
floating and submerged oil (FSEIS, 4.13-100, 11~ 
and use ofequipment necessary for dealing with 
accidental releases into water(FSEIS, 4.13-112). 

DOS Response 

This EPA concern has not been addressed. DOS has 
done little to update its analysis of refinery 
emissions and the effect that refining tar sands 
crudes would actually have on emissions. In 

essence, DOS's analysis suggests that though tar 
sands crudes have ligher sulfur, metal, and VOC 
content, none of these will contribute to increased 
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Community and Environmental Justice Impacts 

EPA Concern 

July 201Q June 2011: "[T]he Draft EIS does not 
fully identify and address the potential for 
disproportionately high and adverse human health 
and environmental effects on minority, low 
income and Tribal populations" because DOSs 
definitions of these populations "underestimated 
the extent of these ... populations in the project 
area." 

Wetland Impacts 
EPA Concern 

July 201Q June 2011: DOS should have provided 
analysis of the complete range of impacts to 
wetlands that are likely to arise during 
construction, operation, and maintenance of the 
project. The EIS documents should explain how 
these impacts will be avoided or minimized. For 
Army Corps permitting in relation to affected 
wetlands, DOS should consolidate all wetlands 
crossing into a single permit to increase 
transparency regarding overall project impacts. 

Migratory Bird Impacts 

EPA Concern 
July 201Q June 2011: Given that as many as "30% 
of North American landbirds breed in the boreal 

forests of Canada and Alaska," DOS should have 

air emissions because tar sands crudes will 
displace high sulfur heavy crudes as well as high 
VOC lighter crudes. DOS has not substantiated this 
"displacement" assumption, which contradicts the 
FSEIS's conclusion that there may be increases in 
air emissions. DOS has also failed tosubstantiate 
its conclusion that any increases in air emissions 
would be minor, as requested by EPA. 

DOS Response 

This EPA concern was not addressed. DOS's 
discussion of impacts on environmental justice 
communities fails to address EPA's underlying 
question of whether the proposed project will 
have "disproportionately high and adverse human 
health and environmental effects" on these 
communities. In fact, there are major 
environmental justice concerns related to 
increased air pollution in refinery communties, 
the risks of a spill anywhere along the pipeline's 
route (including drinking water impacts), and 
inadequate access to health care facilities along 
much of the pipeline's route. 

DOS Response 

This EPA concern was not addressed. The 
evaluation of impacts remains sorely lacking and 
aside from a listing ofrelevant regulations and 
laws, there is no explanation of how impacts will 
be avoided or minimized. While the FSEIS includes 
more information aboutwetland impacts, FSEIS, 
4.4, it fails to explain how impacts will be 
minimized and/or mitigated. Rather than address 
the issue in the FSEIS,DOS only provides a list of 
federal, state, and local regulations with which 
TransCanada must comply. FSEIS, 4.419. Finally, 
there is no evidence that DOS hasconsolidated all 
wetlands crossings into a single Army Corp permt. 

DOS Response 
This EPA concern has not been addressed. DOS 
has provided information about applicable 
Canadian laws and regulationsin reference to 
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provided analysis regarding how tar sands 

extraction activities are likely to affect these 
populations. In addition to discussing protections 
in place to help preserve these populations,DOS 
should also have discussed how mitigation of 
impacts to already vulnerable species will take 
place. 

migratory birds, as well as information about 
observed and anticipated effects on migratory 
birds. FSEIS, 4.15-104 (and onward). However, 
nowhere does DOS discuss the effectiveness of 
these laws or regulations, which are easily pushed 
aside to accommodate tar sands develqJment 
interests even when wildlife impacts are 
acknowledged and can be avoided Indeed, many 
of the effects noted in the FSEIS suggest serious 
negative impacts to migratory bird populations 
due to tar sands extraction activities. While 
mitigation measures are suggested, these seem 
unrealistic given the pace of development and 
massive plans for expansion. 
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To: 
From: 

G iles-AA, Cynthia [G iles-AA. Cynth ia@e pa .gov] 
Jack Gerard, API 

Sent: 
Subject: 

Wed 2/12/2014 2:28:31 PM 
Time to Build Keystone XL 

February 12, 2014 

Dear Cynthia, 

During more than five years of review, five exhaustive environmental assessments have 
concluded that the Keystone XL pipeline is safe for the environment. Now that the recently 
released determined yet again that the pipeline would not lead to a 
significant increase in greenhouse gas emissions- a criterion President Obama identified as 
crucial to his administration's approval of the project-- it's time to focus on the numerous 
benefits Keystone XL (KXL) will bring. 

Energy and National :Si!ittt:: , ' •· 

o With KXL, crude imports from Canada could reach 4 million barrels a day by 2030 -

twice what we currently import from the Persian Gulf 

o Approving KXL and other smart policies would allow the U.S. to meet-'-="-""'=='--=-==="
=~-'="-'.!.==from stable North American sources within 10 years 

Jobs and Economic Growth 

~~:::::_.c= supported during the pipeline's construction phase 
o Increased investment in Canadian oil sands- served by the Keystone XL- can create 

more than 500,000 new U.S. jobs and generate $775 billion in GOP by 2035 
o $2 billion in earnings generated throughout the U.S. 
o $3.4 billion contributed to U.S. GOP 
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full year of operation 

With environmental concerns repeatedly put to rest through extensive study, the Obama 
administration must now determine whether building the Keystone XL pipeline is in our national 
interest. All the evidence, along with points to "yes.". 

Sincerely, 

Jack N. Gerard 
President & CEO 
API 

Speak Out on Keystone XL 

API's are among hundreds of 
thousands who have submitted comments to the 
State Department in favor of building the 
Keystone XL pipeline. ~""-J~"--"-='-"' 

Follow our Blog to stay up-to-date 

To stay up-to-date on the latest energy-related 
news, there is no better place to check than the 

About API: 

API represents more than 580 oil and natural gas companies, leaders of a 
technology-driven industry that supplies most of America's energy, supports 9.8 
million U.S. jobs and 8 percent of the U.S. economy, delivers $85 million a day 
in revenue to our government, and, since 2000, has invested over $2 trillion in 
U.S. capital projects to advance all forms of energy, including alternatives. 

If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or simply click 
on the following link: Unsubscribe 
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Jack Gerard, API 
1220 L Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
us 
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To: 
From: 

G iles-AA, Cynthia [G iles-AA. Cynth ia@e pa .gov] 
Jack Gerard, API 

Sent: Wed 2/5/2014 2:58:32 PM 
Subject: Energy Solutions for the Economy 

February 5, 2014 

Dear Cynthia, 

In his State of the Union address, President Obama prominently spotlighted the benefits 
of America's energy revolution, noting that "one of the biggest factors in bringing more 
jobs back is our commitment to American energy" and pointing out that "America is 
closer to energy independence than we have been in decades." 

With the right policy choices, the U.S. oil and natural gas industry can play a leading role 
in addressing the most pressing priorities on the president's 2014 agenda. 

Job creation: The industry added 600,000 jobs between 2009 and 2011 for a total of 9.8 
million jobs supported. Congress and the White House can support more job growth 
through the following actions: 

="-==~==to domestic oil and natural gas resources, particularly offshore = 
1.1 million new jobs within 10 years 

==-""'-===of domestic liquefied natural gas (LNG) = Up to 452,000 jobs 
between 2016 and 2035 

-==~~~=~~:u. developed through hydraulic fracturing = 3.9 million jobs by 
2025, including 500,000 manufacturing jobs 

Income inequality: While the president urges businesses to raise employee salaries, the 
oil and natural gas industry is a reliable creator of "c""'-"0""n 

o The average oil and natural gas sector wage is about $12,000 above the national 

average 
o The average job in the industry's upstream (pre-refining) segment pays roughly 

seven times the federal minimum wage 
o Jobs directly related to refining have an average annual income of more than 

$111,500 

Infrastructure development: The oil and natural gas sector has invested over $2 trillion 
in U.S. capital projects since 2000 to advance all forms of energy, including alternatives. 
Removing obstacles to energy infrastructure projects can grow the economy without 
spending a dime of taxpayer money: 

o Approve the Keystone XL pipeline=-"==~"'-'='-=~="-'=~~"'-"'~==~=-'
plus 500,000 overall U.S. jobs and $775 billion in GOP growth from 

increased development of Canadian oil sands 
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Update the to accommodate increased 
production = 1.15 million jobs, $27.5 billion in government revenue, and $120 
billion in economic growth on an average annual basis over the next 11 years, 

a ceo rd i ng to ""-'-=.:!.:"-==L-!!.='"'-~'-= 

Starting with approving the Keystone XL pipeline, which passed its fifth environmental 
review last week, President Obama can begin turning these potential jobs into reality 
right away. 

Sincerely, 

Jack N. Gerard 
President & CEO 
API 

The Truth on Oil and Natural Gas 'Subsidies' 

The oil and natural gas industry contributes an average $85 million a day in revenue 
to the federal government. =~~~~~==~"-'-'-===~=="'-"'"-=~ 

Follow our Blog to stay up-to
date 

To stay up-to-date on the latest 
energy-related news, there is no 
better place to check than the 

About API: 

API represents more than 580 oil and natural gas companies, leaders of a 
technology-driven industry that supplies most of America's energy, supports 9.8 
million U.S. jobs and 8 percent of the U.S. economy, delivers $85 million a day 
in revenue to our government, and, since 2000, has invested over $2 trillion in 
U.S. capital projects to advance all forms of energy, including alternatives. 
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If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or simply click 
on the following link: Unsubscribe 

Jack Gerard, API 
1220 L Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
us 
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To: Giles-AA, Cynthia[Giles-AA.Cynthia@epa.gov] 
From: Morning Consult 
Sent: Thur 12/11/20141:11:03 PM 
Subject: Morning Consult Energy: Spending Deal Blocks Bird Protection Efforts; Oil Companies Might 
Mimic BP Job Cuts 

Davis 

The 

The House a the ban on crude 
out next year, the~='-'-"-=='-==~= 

a consumer a 
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To: 
From: 
Sent: 
Subject: 
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G iles-AA, Cynthia [G iles-AA. Cynth ia@e pa .gov] 
Bakken & Niobrara Crude Takeaway & Markets 
Tue 11/18/2014 3:52:36 PM 
Keystone Decision & Poll Reveal Need For Further Bakken Takeaway Capacity 

View in a browser 

January 28-29, 2015 1 Denver 1 Colorado 

Exclusive Poll With American Petroleum Institute (API) Smartbrief 
Readers Demonstrates The Need For Alternative North American 

Takeaway Capacity Projects 

This significance of this week's decision in the House to approve Keystone XL pipeline remains a source of 
contention for many producers. After years of delays, producers and consumers across North America are 
reluctant to rely upon this potential source of additional capacity, instead focusing on alternative 
takeaway projects to maximize netbacks for their production. 
c:gj 
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Bakken,, 

Senior Me! 
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Delivering The't.~Pl~P8~9b~J~Atls~!ate and we need to move on. 
Natural Gas Capture, Gas Gathering Infrastructure t:.nterpnse Product 

c:s;J 

With Bakken production hitting 1 million bpd in June 2014, takeaway remains the number one priority for 
stakeholders in the region, and, according to our recent API poll, 83.93% said pipeline projects still 
represent the most urgent need for takeaway infrastructure out of the area. But where are, and what is 
the status of, these alternative takeaway opportunities? 

~ 

BRING YOUR TEAM & SAVE UP TO *20% 

3 Delegates: *10% OFF (Discount code: GROUP3) 
4 Delegates: *15% OFF (Discount code: GROUP4) 
5+ Delegates: *20% OFF (Discount code: GROUPS) 

If you have any questions related to the congress, group registration discounts, or sponsorship and 
exhibitor opportunities, please contact the team on: 

(1) 800 721 3915 or info@american-business-conferences.com 

I look forward to meeting you in January. 

Kind Regards, 

Jane Thomas 
Director 
American Business Conferences 
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T: ~1) aoo 721.3915 . P.S. You May AlseBe Interested In: 
E: mfo@amencan-busmess-conlerences.com 

*Terms & conditions apply. Group discounts valid for new registrations only. 

Projects And Right Of Way Agreements 
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To: 
From: 

G iles-AA, Cynthia [G iles-AA. Cynth ia@e pa .gov] 
Oliver Davison 

Sent: Sun 10/26/2014 1 :01 :34 PM 
Subject: [SPAM] Heavy Oil Market 2014-2024 : Report 

Heavy Oil Market 2014-2024 
Expenditure & Production Forecasts and Prospects for Leading 
Companies 

Visiongain Energy Report 
Publication date: 27th August 2014 

How this brand new 280 page report delivers: 

· 193 tables, charts and graphs analysing the heavy oil market 
·Global heavy oil market forecast and analysis 2014-2024 for both expenditure (USD$) and 
production (bpd) 
·Expenditure and production forecasts for heavy oil produced with cold processes between 2014 and 
2024 
·Expenditure and production forecasts of heavy oil produced with thermal processes between 2014 and 
2024 
· 151eading national heavy oil markets forecasts from 2014-2024, including submarket breakdowns 
for cold processes and thermal processes 
· Market share data and profiles of the 10 leading companies in the heavy oil market, including 2014 
expenditure. 
· Tables detailing major current and upcoming heavy oil projects throughout the world 
· Expert opinion from o ur exclusive company interview with American pure play firm Breitling Energy. 

Report Details 

Heavy oil is a poorer quality crude with a higher carbon to hydrogen ratio and more impurities such as 
sulphur and metals. It is usually found in formations where the cap rock has provided insufficient 
protection allowing bacteria to enter and degrade the oil over time. Heavy oil in this report is defined as oil 
with an API gravity of under 22o that is mobile or semi-mobile at reservoir conditions. In some countries, 
such as Russia and China, heavy oil is referred to as high-viscosity crude. Heavy oil can be produced 
with either non-thermal (cold) production processes or thermal production processes. Cold production 
processes tend to inject water or chemicals in reserves to extract heavy oil, whereas thermal processes 
inject steam to heat the viscous oil before extraction. The global market for heavy oil will be $53.62bn in 
2014. 

In this report, the market is subdivided based on the method of production into cold heavy oil and thermal 
heavy oil submarkets. Expenditure in the global heavy oil market will be primarily driven by the cold heavy 
oil submarket as many of the world's largest national heavy oil markets have well established cold heavy 
oil projects, though thermal projects are on the increase in a few select locations. 

This new report from visiongain is a fresh market assessment of the heavy oil sector based upon the 
latest information. This brand new report contains completely new analysis based on company 
expenditure (USD$), though production (bpd) forecasts are also included. 
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• Visiongain is one of the few business intelligence companies that provides full transcripts of 
primary research company interviews. 
- By reading the full transcript of an exclusive expert opinion interview contained in the report you will 
keep up to speed with what is really happening in the industry. You will gain a thorough knowledge on the 
heavy oil sector, finding strategic advantages for your work and demonstrating how your organisation can 
benefit. 
-This report includes an interview with Breitling Energy, a company focused on unconventional oil 
production that will move into heavy oil production in the US. 

• Discover expenditure forecasts for the two main heavy oil submarkets from 2014-2024 
-What are the market dynamics within the heavy oil industry? How will these markets expand? Which 
submarkets will see the greatest levels of expenditure? Use our forecasts and expert insight to grow your 
business and give you more industry influence. Find where you can gain and how your organisation can 
succeed. Avoid falling behind. Stay informed about the potential for each of these heavy oil submarkets 
with individual forecasts and analysis from 2014-2024: 
-Cold Heavy Oil Submarket Forecast 2014-2024 
-Thermal Heavy Oil Submarket Forecast 2014-2024 

• Understand the prospects for the 15 leading national heavy oil markets- where will the highest 
levels of expenditure and opportunities occur? 
- Learn about the market potential for heavy oil companies in the developed and developing countries, 
from 2014 onwards. You will see where and how opportunities exist with revealing individual market and 
submarket forecasts and analysis from 2014-2024 for 15 leading national markets. 
- Mexican forecast 2014-2024 
-Brazilian forecast 2014-2024 
-Venezuelan forecast 2014-2024 
-Chinese forecast 2014-2024 
- Canadian 2014-2024 
- United States' forecast 2014-2024 
-Colombian forecast 2014-2024 
-Angolan forecast 2014-2024 
- Omani forecast 2014-2024 
- Indonesian forecast 2014-2024 
-Kuwaiti forecast 2014-2024 
- Russian forecast 2014-2024 
- Ecuadorian forecast 2014-2024 
-Iranian forecast 2014-2024< br>- Saudi Arabian forecast 2014-2024 
- Rest of the World forecast 2014-2024 

• Find out about the market dynamics & opportunities in 15 leading countries 
- Understand industry activity with detailed data revealing where companies are investing in projects and 
with which technologies. 
-You will be able to examine detailed tables of significant national contracts and projects 

• Explore the factors affecting heavy oil expenditure and production. Learn about the forces 
influencing market dynamics. 
- Explore the political, economic, social, and technological (PEST) issues facing heavy oil projects. 
Discover what the present and future outlook for business will be. Learn about the following business 
critical issues -
- Research and development (R&D) strategy 
-Technological issues and constraints 
- Supply and demand dynamics 
- Competition between cold and thermal heavy oil projects 
- Increasing specialisation in cold or thermal heavy oil production by leading players 
-Analysis of broad barriers to entry 
- Changes to international dynamics, such as sanctions 
-Changes to domestic energy policy within key nations that may drive or restrain current and future 
heavy oil projects 

·We reveal the market share data for the leading 10 heavy oil companies 
-Our report analyses the companies which hold the greatest potential. Prospects for growth in heavy oil 
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expenditure are strong, with some companies particularly well placed to excel in the forecast period. View 
Visiongain's assessment of the prospects for established competitors and rising companies alike. Our 
work explains that potential, helping you stay ahead. Gain a thorough understanding of the competitive 
landscape with profiles of 1 0 leading heavy oil companies examining their market share, positioning, 
capabilities, product portfolios, R&D activity, services, focus, strategies, M&A activity, and future outlook. 
- Petroleos Mexicanos (Pemex) 
-China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) 
- Petroleos Brasiliero (Petrobras) 
- Petr61eos de Venezuela (PDVSA) 
-Chevron 
- Ecopet rol 
- ExxonMobil 
- Royal Dutch Shell 
- Pacific Rubiales 
-Total E&P 

Discover Information found nowhere else in this independent assessment of the heavy oil market 
The Heavy Oil Market 2014-2024 report provides impartial heavy oil sector analysis. With the 
independent business intelligence found only in our work, you will discover where the prospects are for 
profit In particular, our new research provides you with key strategic advantages: Our informed forecasts, 
independent and objective analysis, exclusive interviews and revealing company profiles will provide you 
with that necessary edge, allowing you to gain ground over your competitors. 

What makes this report unique? 
Visiongain consulted with leading industry experts, as well as conducted an exclusive interview with 
American pure play firm Breitling Energy. The full transcript is included in the report for your review. 
Visiongain's research methodology involves an exclusive blend of primary and secondary sources 
providing informed analysis. This methodology allows insight into the key drivers and restraints behind 
market dynamics and competitive developments. The report therefore presents an ideal balance of 
qualitative analysis combined with extensive quantitative data including global, submarket and national 
markets forecasts from 2014-2024. 

How the Heavy Oil Market 2014-2024 report can benefit you 
Visiongain's report is for anyone requiring analysis of the heavy oil market You will discover market 
forecasts, technological trends, predictions and expert opinion, providing you with independent analysis 
derived from our extensive primary and secondary research. Only by purchasing this report will you 
receive this critical business intelligence revealing where expenditure and production growth are likely 
and where the lucrative potential market prospects are. Don't miss this key opportunity to gain a 
competitive advantage. 

Pricing 

Single User License: 
Single user copies of this report are available for GBP1799 

Departmental License: 
Entitles up to 5 individual users to access this report for GBP2999 
(Not suitable for library usage) 

Site License: 
Allow your company to have access to this report at one location for GBP4999 
(Suitable for library storage and use) 

Global License: 
Have your whole company worldwide to access this information for GBP6999 

Ordering 
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All you need to do to order this report is to contact Oliver Davison on: 
Telephone: +44(0)207 549 9952 or email: ='-''-"-"=~=.:.;=-=-"'-"~=.x.=~ 
And provide the following information: 

Report Title: 
Report License (Single User/Departmental/Site/Global): 
Name: 
User Email: 
Job Title: 
Company: 
Invoice Address: 
Telephone and Fax number: 
EEC VAT Number (only for E.U.): 
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More ocean off Massachusetts open for wind energy 

By Steve LeBlanc 

BOSTON ( AP) - A large area off the coast of Massachusetts is being opened up for 
commercial wind energy leases, Gov. Deval Patrick and U.S. Interior Secretary Sally Jewell 
said Tuesday. 

The proposed area is more than 7 42,000 acres, or more than 1,160 square miles. That's larger 
than the land area of Rhode Island and will nearly double the federal offshore acreage 
available for commercial-scale wind energy projects. 

The area is about 12 miles offshore, south of Martha's Vineyard, and will be auctioned as 
four leases, which officials hope to sell before the end of the year. Fourteen offshore wind 
energy companies have already expressed interest in the leases and that number could grow, 
Jewell said. 

Jewell said federal officials have learned from the hurdles that have faced Cape Wind, the 
first-in-the-nation offshore wind farm slated to be built in Nantucket Sound. 

The Cape Wind project, which would be closer to shore, has been in the works for more than 
a dozen years and has faced opposition and lawsuits. Jewell said federal regulators tried to 
outline areas that would generate energy without generating intense opposition. 
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Obama to create world's largest ocean preserve 

By Josh Lederman 

WASHINGTON (AP)- President Barack Obama announced plans Tuesday to create the 
largest ocean preserve in the world by banning drilling, fishing and other activities in a 
massive stretch of the Pacific Ocean in a move to protect fragile marine life. 

Using presidential authority that doesn't require new action from Congress, Obama proposed 
to expand the Pacific Remote Islands Marine National Monument, which President George 
W. Bush designated to protect unique species and rare geological formations. The waters are 
all considered U.S. territory because they surround an array of remote, mostly uninhabited 
islands that the U.S. controls between Hawaii and American Samoa. 

Carbon pollution is making the world's oceans more acidic, pollution is threatening marine 
life and overfishing could wipe out entire species, Obama warned as he vowed to expand the 
sanctuary during an ocean conservation conference hosted by the State Department. 

"If we ignore these problems, if we drain our oceans of their resources, we won't just be 
squandering one of humanity's greatest treasures," Obama said in a recorded video message. 
"We'll be cutting off one of the world's major sources of food and economic growth, 
including for the United States. We cannot afford to let that happen." 

In a related environmental move, Obama vowed to take steps to curb the black market for 
fish and to combat fraud that hides the origin of seafood products. 

Elon Musk takes on carbon with solar, battery bets 

By Jonathan Fahey 

NEW YORK (AP)- The energy world is not keeping up with Elon Musk, so he's trying to 
take matters into his own hands. 

Musk, chairman of the solar installer SolarCity, announced Tuesday that the company would 
acquire a solar panel maker and build factories "an order of magnitude" bigger than the 
plants that currently chum out panels. 

"If we don't do this we felt there was a risk of not being able to have the solar panels we need 
to expand the business in the long term," Musk said Tuesday in a conference call. 

Musk is also a founder and the CEO of the electric vehicle maker Tesla Motors, which is 
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In both cases, Musk's goal is to make sure that the components critical to his vision of the 
future- electric cars and solar energy- are available and cheap enough to beat fossil fuels. 

Musk's future customer could ignore traditional energy companies completely. They'd have 
SolarCity panels on their roof that would generate enough power to also charge up a Tesla in 
the garage. A Tesla battery could then power the home at night with stored solar power. 

Oil prices slip as market eyes Iraq, US supplies 

By Pablo Gorondi, The Associated Press 

The price of oil fell Tuesday as fears over the prospect of disruption to Iraq's crude supplies 
subsided a bit and traders awaited the latest report on U.S. supplies. 

Benchmark U.S crude for July delivery dropped 54 cents to $106.36 a barrel on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange. Brent crude, a benchmark used to price international oils, gained 
51 cents to $113.45 a barrel on the ICE Futures exchange in London. 

Up to 275 U.S. soldiers are being positioned in and around Iraq to protect the U.S. Embassy 
and other American interests as President Barack Obama weighs options for dealing with the 
al-Qaeda inspired militants who have captured a vast swath of the country's north. 

Iraq's crude oil exports have so far not been disrupted but the conflict raises concern about 
whether the country can rebuild its oil infrastructure and meet global demand. 

The International Energy Agency, which acts as a consultancy to developed economies, said 
its members' oil reserves were at a "comfortable level" and that the agency was ready to 
respond quickly to any supply disruptions caused by the turmoil in Iraq. 

Prospect of new Iraq fight turns hawks into doves 

By Donna Cassata and Bradley Klapper 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The prospect of the U.S. military returning to the fight in Iraq has 
turned congressional hawks into doves. 

Lawmakers who eagerly voted to authorize military force 12 years ago to oust Saddam 
Hussein and destroy weapons of mass destruction that were never found now harbor doubts 
that air strikes will tum back insurgents threatening Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki's 

and 
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Fears of Mideast quagmire and weariness after a decade of conflict in Iraq and Afghanistan 
loom large for even those who talk tough on national security. More than 6,000 Americans 
died in those wars, which cost a trillion dollars. 

As President Barack Obama mulls his next step, there is little unanimity in Congress on what 
the United States should do despite some Republican voices- most notably Sen. John 
McCain -loudly calling for air strikes and stepped-up military action. The sectarian 
violence between the pro-government Shiites and Sunnis adds to congressional uncertainty. 

"Where will it lead and will that be the beginning or the end?" Sen. Richard Shelby, R-Ala., 
asked of air strikes. "We don't know that. This underlying conflict has been going on 1,500 
years between the Shias and the Sunnis and their allies. And I think whatever we do, it's not 
going to go away." 

Canada OKs oil pipeline to the Pacific Coast 

By Rob Gillies 

ORONTO (AP)- Canada's government on Tuesday approved a proposed pipeline to the 
Pacific Coast that would allow oil to be shipped to Asia, a major step in the country's efforts 
to diversify its oil industry. 

The approval Tuesday was expected. Conservative Prime Minister Stephen Harper has been 
a staunch supporter ofEnbridge's proposed Northern Gateway pipeline after the U.S. delayed 
a decision on TransCanada's Keystone XL pipeline that would take oil from Alberta to the 
U.S. Gulf Coast. 

Enbridge's pipeline would transport 525,000 barrels of oil a day from Alberta's oil sands to 
the Pacific to deliver oil to Asia, mainly energy-hungry China. 

There is fierce environmental and aboriginal opposition to the project and legal challenges 
are expected. About 220 large oil tankers a year would visit the Pacific coast town of Kitamat 
and opponents fear pipeline leaks and a potential disaster on the pristine Pacific coast. 
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Natural Resources Minister Greg Rickford said in a statement that Enbridge must meet the 
209 conditions Canada's regulator imposed on the pipeline. The company has previously said 
it would. 

"The proponent clearly has more work to do in order to fulfill the public commitment it has 
made to engage with Aboriginal groups and local communities along the route," he said in a 
statement. 

000271 PST Deliverable000020 15 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Does U.S. hold the trump card against a potential energy disruption? 

Click here to read the brief 

McCarthy tweet: "There is no war on coal" 

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Gina McCarthy is fighting back against 
Republican accusations that she acknowledged an Obama administration "war on coal" in an 
HBO interview Friday, taking to Twitter Tuesday to deny it, The Hill reports. 

New campaign ad in Kentucky slams Grimes over coal 

A group backing the re-election of Sen. Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., has launched an ad 
criticizing his Democratic opponent, Alison Lundergan Grimes, for being "two-faced" about 
challenging the Obama administration's new coal rule, The Hill reports. 

Debate over whether Obama is backing fossil fuel divestment 
movement 

President Barack Obama's advice to "divest from what harms," delivered during his 
commencement address in California Saturday, has activist groups like 350.org excited, but 
moved the National Review to say the president has "declared war" on the conventional 
energy industry, National Journal reports. 
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Iraqi conflict has potential to send oil prices soaring: SAFE 

Crude oil prices could rise $40 a barrel if the conflict in Iraq cuts a third of that country's oil 
output, according to a report released Tuesday by Securing America's Future Energy, 
FuelFix reports. 

Rising Saudi domestic demand could pressure global oil prices 

The growing population in Saudi Arabia, the world's biggest oil producer, is driving demand 
for water and electricity in the country, which analysts say could end up affecting crude 
exports and prices, The New York Times reports. 

Finger pointing over rising production costs as majors slash 
spending 

Major oil companies including Chevron, BP and Total are cutting or delaying expensive 
megaprojects because costs are outstripping expected return, and they're trading blame with 
oilfield services companies about what's causing the cost inflation, The New York Times 
reports. 

Utilities discuss their challenges at annual meeting 

Sue Kelly, the new chief of the American Public Power Association, hopes to generate a 
sense of urgency about such issues as grid security and distributed electric generation as the 
group's members gather for their annual meeting in Denver this week, E&E reports. 

Deal sweetener: GE might sell train signalling to Alstom 

Trying to hold off rival offers from Siemens and Mitsubishi Heavy, General Electric is trying 
to entice Alstom to sell its energy business by raising the prospect of selling the French 
company its train signaling business, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Cheniere seeks dismissal of shareholder suit 

Cheniere Energy has asked a Delaware court to throw out a lawsuit investors filed over 
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executive compensation, FuelFix reports, noting the two sides disagree over whether 
abstentions should have been counted as "no" votes in the shareholder vote on the package. 

Louisiana boaters scramble to find ethanol-free gasoline 

Boaters, who find that gasoline blended with ethanol can cause problems with fiberglass and 
their engine carburetors, are having more and more difficulty tracking down ethanol-free fuel 
-Platts reports in Louisiana the Chalmette refinery now is selling it only to commercial 
customers. 

Upcoming Events 

o Jun. 17, Washington: Sen. Rob Portman delivers keynote address at Concord 51 forum, 
"Waking Up to America's Energy Future." 6:30pm, Liaison Hotel. 

o Jun. 17, Boston: Interior Secretary Jewell, Massachusetts Gov. Deval Patrick announce 
offshore wind energy development. 1:30 pm , Massachusetts Clean Energy Center. 

o Jun. 17, Washington: Senate Appropriations Energy & Water Subcommittee holds 
business meeting on fiscal2015 Energy and Water Development Appropriations bill. 
10:00 am, Dirksen 192. 

o Jun. 17, Washington: Canadian American Business Council forum, "North America 
Fueling the Future." Speakers include EIA Deputy Administrator Howard Gruenspecht, 
Canadian Ambassador to the U.S. Gary Doer, Sen. John Hoeven, Sen. Ron Johnson. 
8:00am, Embassy of Canada. 

o Jun. 18, Washington: Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee business 
meeting on FERC nominations of Norman Bay, Cheryl LaFleur; Keystone XL approval 
bill; other pending nominations and water bills. 10:30 am, Dirksen 366. 

o Jun. 18, Washington: Senate Environment and Public Works Clean Air and Nuclear 
Safety Subcommittee hearing, "Climate Change: The Need to Act Now." Expert 
witnesses include former EPA administrators William K. Reilly, William D. 
Ruckelshaus, Lee M. Thomas, Christine Todd Whitman. 10:00 am, Dirksen 406. 

o Jun. 18, Washington: House Appropriations Committee business meeting on fiscal 
2015 Energy and Water Appropriations Bill. 10:00 am, Rayburn 2359. 

o Jun. 18, Washington: Bipartisan Policy Center forum, "Discussing EPA's Newly
Released Clean Power Plan." Speakers include former EPA assistant administrator 
Jeffrey Holmstead, former Energy Department assistant secretary Susan F. Tierney. 
10:00 am, 1225 I St., N.W. 
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Growth to continue in major shale plays in July: EIA 

Statoil hoping Maersk Developer will hit paydirt in Gulf 

McCarthy change on wind PTC upsets Sierra Club 

Williams to spend $68 to get more of Access Midstream 

Upcoming Events 

Greenhouse gas case among SCOTUS remaining . 
1ssues 

By Mark Sherman 

WASHINGTON (AP)- It's crunch time at the Supreme Court, where the justices are racing 
to issue opinions in 17 cases over the next two weeks. 

Environmental Protection Agency regulation of greenhouse gas emissions, lawsuits over 
securities fraud, the religious rights of corporations and the privacy rights of people under 
arrest are among the significant issues that are so far unresolved. 

Summer travel, European teaching gigs and relaxation beckon, but only after the court hands 
down decisions in all the cases it has heard since October. In rare instances, the justices will 
put off decisions and order a case to be argued again in the next term. 

This is also the time of the year when a justice could announce a retirement. But the oldest of 
the justices, 81-year-old Ruth Bader Ginsburg, has signaled she will serve at least one more 
year, and maybe longer. 

The justices will meet Monday and again Thursday to issue opinions, and could wind up 
their work by the end of the month. 

A look at some of the cases that remain: 

-Greenhouse gases: Industry groups assert that environmental regulators overstepped their 
bounds by trying to apply a provision of the Clean Air Act to control emissions of 
greenhouse gases from power plants and factories. This case is unlikely to affect the recent 
proposal from the Environmental Protection Agency to slash carbon dioxide emissions from 
power plants by nearly one-third by 2030; that plan involves a different part of the same law. 
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Oil rises above $107 as Iraq turmoil intensifies 

By The Associated Press 

The price of oil rose above $107 Monday as violence worsened in Iraq with reports of a 
massacre by Islamic militants, raising fears of widening instability in the country, a key 
energy producer. 

The northern town of Tal Afar became the latest to fall to the militants, who have already 
captured a vast swath of territory including Iraq's second-largest city, Mosul. The militants, 
who on Sunday posted graphic photos of truckloads of Iraqi soldiers that they apparently 
captured and killed, vow to march on Baghdad. 

After rising 4.1 percent last week, benchmark U.S. crude for July delivery rose 36 cents to 
$107.27 - the highest in nine months - in electronic trading on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange. Brent crude, a benchmark for international oils, gained 63 cents to $113.09 a 
barrel in London. 

The capture of Mosul, a key gateway for Iraqi crude, raises worries about whether the 
country can rebuild its energy infrastructure and raise production to meet global demand. 

A U.S. aircraft carrier has moved into the Persian Gulf as President Barack Obama considers 
military options, though he has ruled out sending in American troops. 

"The U.S. has ruled out putting troops on the ground, raising fears of a protracted period of 
tensions that might spill over into the wider Middle East," Mizuho Bank analysts said in a 
report. "With no signs of any decisive U.S. actions to enforce the security situation, oil prices 
continue to price in fears of supply disruptions." 

Russia to cut gas supply to Ukraine 

By Nataliya Vasilyeva and David McHugh 

MOSCOW (AP)- Russia on Monday said it would cut off gas supplies to Ukraine as a 
payment deadline passed and negotiators failed to reach a deal on gas prices and unpaid bills. 

Gazprom spokesman Sergei Kupriyanov said that since Ukraine had paid nothing for the gas 
by Monday Moscow has no legal grounds to supply Ukraine any more. 

"Gazprom supplies to Ukraine only the amount that has been paid for, and the amount that 
has been for is " said 
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The pipeline to Ukraine also carries gas meant for Europe, but Kupriyanov said that the 
supply to Europe will continue as planned. Ukraine has the obligation to make sure the gas 
will reach European customers, he said. 

However, Gazprom has notified the European Commission of" a possible disruption in the 
gas transit" in case Ukraine decides to siphon off the gas, the company said. 

Analyst Tim Ash at Standard Bank PLC said Russia was likely to cut off only the gas meant 
for Ukraine, but that the Ukraine could in theory simply take what it wants since the gas is 
intermingled. That would result in a shortage in pipelines to Europe that could hinder the 
buildup of stored gas ahead of the winter heating season when demand is higher. 

Power plant debate prompts war of stats 

By Josh Lederman 

WASHINGTON (AP)- President Barack Obama's new pollution limits for power plants 
have set off an avalanche of information about what the rules will cost, how they will affect 
your health and how far they will go toward curbing climate change. 

There's just one problem: Almost none of it is based in reality. 

That's because Obama's proposed rules, which aim to cut carbon dioxide emissions from 
power plants 30 percent by 2030, rely on states developing their own customized plans to 
meet their targets. Among the options are switching to cleaner fuel sources, boosting 
efficiency to reduce demand for electricity and trading pollution permits through cap-and
trade. 

At the earliest, states won't submit plans until mid-2016; some states could have until2018. 
So the true impact won't be known for years. 

But that's not stopping the White House, environmental groups and the energy industry from 
serving up speculation in heaping doses. 

Feds aren't inspecting 4 in 10 higher-risk wells 

By Hope Yen and Thomas Peipert 

NEW CASTLE, Colo. (AP)- Four in 10 new oil and gas wells near national forests and 
watersheds or otherwise identified as risks federal 
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unchecked by an agency stmggling to keep pace with America's drilling boom, according to 
an Associated Press review that shows wide state-by-state disparities in safety checks. 

Roughly half or more of wells on federal and Indian lands weren't checked in Colorado, Utah 
and Wyoming, despite potential harm that has led to efforts in some communities to ban new 
drilling. 

In New Castle, a tiny Colorado River valley community, homeowners expressed chagrin at 
the large number of uninspected wells, many on federal land, that dot the steep hillsides and 
rocky landscape. Like elsewhere in the West, water is a precious commodity in this Colorado 
town, and some residents worry about the potential health hazards of any leaks from wells 
and drilling. 

"Nobody wants to live by an oil rig. We surely didn't want to," said Joann Jaramillo, 54. 

About 250 yards up the hill from Jaramillo's home, on land that was a dormant gravel pit 
when she bought the house eight years ago, is an active drilling operation that operates every 
day from 7 a.m. until sometimes 10:30 p.m. Jaramillo said the drilling began about three 
years ago. 

Even if the wells were inspected, she questioned whether that would ensure their safety. She 
said many view the oil and gas industry as self-policing and nontransparent. 

Salmon migrate by truck during California drought 

By Terence Chea 

MARE ISLAND, Calif (AP)- In drought-stricken California, young Chinook salmon are 
hitting the road, not the river, to get to the Pacific Ocean. 

Millions of six-month-old smolts are hitching rides in tanker tmcks because California's 
historic drought has depleted rivers and streams, making the annual migration to the ocean 
too dangerous for juvenile salmon. 

"The drought conditions have caused lower flows in the rivers, warmer water temperatures, 
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and the fish that would normally be swimming down the rivers would be very susceptible to 
predation and thermal stress," said Kari Burr, fishery biologist with the Fishery Foundation 
of California. 

California has been trucking hatchery-raised salmon for years to bypass river dams and giant 
pumps that funnel water to Southern California and Central Valley farms. 

But this year state and federal wildlife agencies are trucking nearly 27 million smolts, about 
50 percent more than normal, because of the drought, according to the California Department 
ofFish and Wildlife. 

Each spring, the Coleman National Fish Hatchery usually releases about 12 million smolts 
into Battle Creek, a tributary of the Sacramento River near Redding. But this year, it trucked 
7.5 million of them to San Francisco Bay because the drought had made the 300-mile swim 
too perilous. 

Obama says climate change deniers ignoring . 
sc1ence 

By Nedra Pickler 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP)- President Barack Obama said denying climate change is like 
arguing the moon is made of cheese, as he issued a call to action on global warming to 
Saturday's graduates of the University of California, Irvine. 

Obama issued the call to the tens of thousands gathered at Angel Stadium even though he 
said Congress "is full of folks who stubbornly and automatically reject the scientific 
evidence" and say climate change is a hoax or fad. 

Obama said others duck the question. 

"They say, 'Hey, look, I'm not a scientist.' And I'll translate that for you: what that really 
means is, 'I know that manmade climate change really is happening but if I admit it, I'll be 
run out of town by a radical fringe that thinks climate science is a liberal plot,"' he said. 

Obama's address to about 8,000 graduates from the Orange County campus came two weeks 
after he announced a contentious plan to dramatically cut pollution from power plants. 
Obama also used the address to announce a $1 billion competitive fund for communities who 
have experienced natural disasters to rebuild and prepare for the impact of extreme weather. 

He described a political system consumed by "small things" but said Americans should be 
determined to do "big things" like addressing climate change, despite the type of opposition 
he faces from Congress. 
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Bulgaria: Cyprus could supply gas to Bulgaria 

By The Associated Press 

NICOSIA, Cypms (AP)- Bulgaria's foreign minister said Monday that Cypms could 
supply his country and other central European nations with natural gas to lessen the region's 
heavy dependence on Russian deliveries. 

Kristian Vigenin said that Cypms could be key to an envisioned "north-south corridor" 
supplying gas to central Europe via Greece. 

"Cypms can play an important role in the project delivering gas to (liquefied natural gas) 
terminals in Greece and then from there this can bring gas up to Bulgaria, Romania and 
central Europe," Vigenin said after talks with his Cypriot counterpart Ioannis Kasoulides. 

Vigenin said Bulgaria can't fully replace Russian gas given its near total reliance on Moscow 
for the mineral, but the option exists for Cypms to become a future supplier over the medium 
term. He said much work remains to make that a reality. 

Bulgaria imports around 106 billion cubic feet of gas annually. Cypms has discovered one 
field off its southern coast estimated to hold 3.6 trillion to 6 trillion cubic feet of gas that US 
firm Noble energy and its Israeli partners Delek and Avner are looking to develop. 

Cypms has licensed industry giants Eni ofltaly, South Korean Kogas and France's Total to 
look for oil and gas off its shores and wants to speed up the search. 

US embassy in Baghdad to send some personnel 
out 

By Kimberly Hefling 

WASHINGTON (AP)- With Baghdad threatened by the advance of an al-Qaida-inspired 
insurgency, the State Department is reinforcing security at the U.S. Embassy in Iraq's capital 
- and sending some personnel out of town. 

Much of the embassy staff will stay in place, State Department spokeswoman Jen Psaki said 
in a statement released Sunday. The statement did not say the number of personnel affected. 
The embassy, along the Tigris River in Baghdad's Green Zone, has about 5,000 personnel 
and is the largest U.S. diplomatic post in the world. 
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Some embassy staff members were being temporarily moved elsewhere to more stable places 
at consulates in Basra, in the Shiite-dominated south oflraq, and Irbil, in the Kurdish semi
autonomous region in northeastern Iraq, and to Jordan, she said. 

"Overall, a substantial majority of the U.S. Embassy presence in Iraq will remain in place 
and the embassy will be fully equipped to carry out its national security mission," she said. 

U.S. travelers in the country were encouraged to exercise caution and limit travel to certain 
parts of Iraq. 

Does U.S. hold the trump card against a potential energy disruption? 

Click here to read the brief 

Scientists studying NC's offshore wind potential 

University ofNorth Carolina researchers have deployed buoys off the state's coast to help 
them analyze the potential to generate offshore wind energy there, Public Radio East reports. 

River generator slated for Alaska setup in July 

The Ocean Renewable Power Co. is set to install its RivGen Power System into the K vichak 
River in July, the Anchorage Daily News reports. 

Coal supplied 30 percent of world energy demand in 2013: BP 

Coal, natural gas and renewable energy increased their share of supplying global energy 
demand last year while oil's share declined, according to an analysis released by BP 
Monday, Bloomberg reports. 

Ohio energy freeze gets mixed reaction 
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An opponent of Ohio's rollback of the state's renewable energy targets, which was signed 
into law by Republican Gov. John Kasich Friday, warned that doing so would increase costs, 
an assertion disputed by a FirstEnergy Corp. spokesman, The Associated Press reports. 

Possible Alstom offer: Gas turbines to Siemens, Mitsubishi and 
Hitachi stake in steam, hydro 

In an offer that could be presented to Alstom Monday, Siemens is said to be willing to pay 
$5.4 billion for the French company's gas turbines unit, while Japanese companies 
Mitsubishi Heavy and Hitachi would take a minority stake in a pooled operation of steam 
turbines and hydro assets, people familiar with the plan told Bloomberg. 

Pirates hit another tanker in SE Asia: ReCAAP 

Pirates over the weekend got away with a large quantity of the cargo of marine gasoil being 
carried by a Honduras-registered tanker on a voyage from Singapore to the Gulf of Thailand, 
according to the Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Robbery, also 
known as ReCAAP, Platts reports. 

Growth to continue in major shale plays in July: EIA 

The Energy Information Administration anticipates shale oil production will climb to 4.5 
million barrels a day in July, with increases from Eagle Ford Shale, the Permian Basin and 
the Bakken Shale, FuelFix reports. 

Statoil hoping Maersk Developer will hit paydirt in Gulf 

Statoil is spending about $1.1 million a day to have the Maersk Developer drill in the Gulf of 
Mexico, hoping to find rich deposits in the Martin prospect that it paid $157 million for the 
rights to in 2012, FuelFix reports. 

McCarthy change on wind PTC upsets Sierra Club 

The Sierra Club is slamming Rep. Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif. and the favorite to succeed Rep. 
Eric Cantor as House Majority Leader, for what it calls his "flip" to oppose production tax 
credits for the wind industry, The Hill reports. 
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Williams to spend $68 to get more of Access Midstream 

Williams Cos., under investor pressure to improve its performance, will pick up the rest of 
Access Midstream partners to expand its presence in the midstream sector, in a deal worth 
some $6 billion, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Upcoming Events 

• Jun. 16, Washington: American Petroleum Institute President Jack Gerard, AFL
CIO Building and Construction Trades Department President Sean McGarvey hold 
media teleconference on Senate committee consideration of a Keystone XL approval 
bill. 2:00pm, by teleconference. 
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Oil jumps 2 percent as Iraq violence raises supply fears 

Obama: US will send fresh help to beleaguered Iraq 

Iraq violence threatens OPEC's precarious balance 

In GOP House upheaval, a front-runner and discontent 

Obama praises security cooperation with Australia, no comment on climate 
change 

Tesla opening access to its electric car patents 

Gazprom to sell its stake in Lithuanian utilities 

State-run TV says 5 killed at India steel plant 

Success of carbon rule depends on efficiency: McCarthy 

Canadian ministers lobby for Keystone in NY 
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Climate policy starting to affect investment decisions 

Subtle differences on energy among House GOP leadership hopefuls 

Obama policies to kill coal but nat gas is next: Heitkamp 

Perry pro-tracking, anti-cap-and-trade, in Calif. Commonwealth Club remarks 

Fracking could help send Republican to WH in 2016 

Experienced Permian operators getting more from their wells 

GE lobbying, Siemens and Mitsubishi talk about Alstom bid 

Electricity, mosquitos two big challenges for World Cup host Brazil 

Monday final deadline for Ukraine to pay up: Gazprom 

Upcoming Events 

Oil jumps 2 percent as Iraq violence raises supply 
fears 

By Pablo Gorondi, The Associated Press 

The price of oil jumped Thursday as an insurgency in Iraq raised the risk of dismptions to 
supplies at a time when other major oil-producing countries are already pumping near 
capacity. The al-Qaida-inspired group that captured two key cities in Iraq earlier this week 
vowed Thursday to march on to Baghdad. 

One of those two cities, Mosul, lies in an area that is a major gateway for Iraqi oil. While the 
loss of the city has no immediate effect on oil exports, now at over 3 million barrels a day, it 
adds to concerns over security and the country's plans to expand oil production. 

West Texas Intermediate, the benchmark U.S. oil, rose $2.13, or 2 percent, to close at 
$106.53 a barrel on the New York Mercantile Exchange. Brent cmde, a benchmark for 
international oils, rose more sharply, gaining $3.07, or 2.8 percent, to $113.02 a barrel on the 
ICE Futures exchange in London. 

Analysts say the uncertainty of the situation in Iraq raises the chance of further increases in 
oil prices. 
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more apt toward deterioration than improvement, we expect additional price gains, with WTI 
pushing up into the $110-112 zone while Brent potentially advances to as high as $117-
$119," wrote Jim Ritterbusch, president of energy consultancy Ritterbusch and Associates, in 
a note to clients. 

Before the news of the insurgency in Iraq, oil prices were already pressing higher after OPEC 
countries agreed this week to keep their output target unchanged at 30 million barrels a day. 
Traders interpreted the decision as recognition within OPEC that most members would not 
be able to substantially increase output in the short-term even if the world's demand for crude 
mcreases. 

Obama: US will send fresh help to beleaguered Iraq 

By Julie Pace and Lara Jakes 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Less than three years after pulling American forces out of Iraq, 
President Barack Obama is weighing a range of short-term military options, including 
airstrikes, to quell an al-Qaida inspired insurgency that has captured two Iraqi cities and 
threatened to press toward Baghdad. 

"We do have a stake in making sure that these jihadists are not getting a permanent 
foothold," Obama said Thursday in the Oval Office. 

However, officials firmly ruled out putting American troops back on the ground in Iraq, 
which has faced resurgent violence since the U.S. military withdrew in late 2011. A sharp 
burst of violence this week led to the evacuation Thursday of Americans from a major air 
base in northern Iraq where the U.S. had been training security forces. 

Obama, in his first comments on the deteriorating situation, said it was clear Iraq needed 
additional assistance from the U.S. and international community given the lightning gains by 
the militant group Islamic State of Iraq and Levant. Republican lawmakers pinned some of 
the blame for the escalating violence on Obama's reluctance to re-engage in a conflict he 
long opposed. 

For more than a year, the Iraqi government has been pleading with the U.S. for additional 
help to combat the insurgency, which has been fueled by the civil war in neighboring Syria. 
Northern Iraq has become a way station for insurgents who routinely travel between the two 
countries and are spreading the Syrian war's violence. 

Iraq violence threatens OPEC's precarious balance 
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By Jonathan Fahey 

NEW YORK (AP)- The upheaval in Iraq could throw the world's remarkably stable oil 
market out of balance, threatening a delicate equilibrium that has kept prices steady for much 
of the last four years. 

Iraqi oil production is at risk because of the outbreak of violence involving militant groups 
who seized two cities this week and have pledged to march on Baghdad. 

For now, the fighting is mostly in Iraq's north, away from important oil-producing regions in 
the south. But the turmoil sent the price of Brent crude, the key international benchmark, up 
2.8 percent Thursday to $113.02, its biggest gain since August. 

More important, it raised questions about Iraq's ability to continue to rebuild its oil 
infrastructure and increase production to meet rising global demand. 

Global oil markets have been unusually steady since mid-2011. Dramatic changes in oil 
production around the globe have offset each other instead of wreaking havoc. That has 
helped keep world oil prices high enough to provide OPEC countries with robust income, but 
not so high that they scare customers away from buying more oil. 

"Everybody's happy," Secretary General Abdullah Al-Badry said Wednesday in Vienna after 
the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries concluded a semiannual meeting. 

In GOP House upheaval, a front-runner and 
discontent 

By Donna Cassata and Erica Werner 

WASHINGTON (AP)- California Republican Kevin McCarthy quickly amassed support to 
become House majority leader on Thursday, but his likely ascent shut conservatives out of 
the chamber's top leadership jobs, leaving them fuming and exposing deep fissures within the 
GOP. 

Within 48 hours of Rep. Eric Cantor's lightning primary-election downfall, McCarthy and his 
deputies aggressively rounded up votes with a pitch to Southern Republicans and pointed 
private conversations on the House floor in a race that occasionally had the markings of a 
personality-driven contest for class president. 

Republicans sought to project an aura of unity but failed to quiet conservative complaints 
that such elections after Cantor's defeat them little time to around an 
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alternative who better reflects the right's ideology and the emboldened tea party. Votes are 
scheduled for next Thursday for majority leader, the No.2 job behind Speaker John Boehner, 
and for majority whip, the No.3 party post. 

But that may well not be the end of it. Several Republicans asserted that next week's action 
won't quiet ambitious lawmakers or factions in the GOP caucus, and leadership contests after 
November's national midterm elections could produce a brand new lineup. 

Despite conservative discontent, Boehner's job does not appear to be in serious jeopardy for 
now. But some lawmakers noted there was a limit to his security. 

"The speaker is speaker in 24-hour increments. Literally 50 guys can call a revolt," said Rep. 
Tom Cole of Oklahoma, a Boehner ally. 

Obama praises security cooperation with Australia, 
no comment on climate change 

By Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON (AP)- President Barack Obama on Thursday praised ally Australia as a 
trusted military partner whose cooperation is providing the U.S. with added reach in the Asia
Pacific, but questions lingered about their differences on climate change. 

Obama spoke to reporters after a one-hour meeting with Australian Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott, who thanked Obama for the deeper engagement by the U.S. in the Asia-Pacific 
region. He said Australia will be "an utterly dependable ally of the United States." It was 
Abbott's first White House visit since he was elected in September. 

Neither leader mentioned climate change in their brief comments to reporters. But White 
House spokesman Jay Carney said they did discuss climate change in their private session 
and that Obama emphasized the need for countries to adopt "ambitious domestic climate 
policies as the basis of a strong international response." He said Obama believes climate 
change should be discussed in November's meeting of the Group of 20 industrialized and 
developing countries. Australia, which currently chairs the group, will host the meeting. 

Last week, Obama announced bold plans to cut carbon dioxide emissions from power plants 
by nearly a third by 2030 from 2005 levels. The U.S. policy is intended to galvanize the 
response to global warming and spur emerging economies like China to take action. 

Abbott has described those as sensible steps but has made clear that he doesn't view the fight 
against global warming as a top priority and is set against action that could crimp Australian 
business. He plans to scrap Australia's carbon tax on polluters and instead provide taxpayer-
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Tesla opening access to its electric car patents 

By Michael Liedtke and Dee-Ann Durbin 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP)- Electric car maker Tesla Motors is giving other companies open 
access to its patents to accelerate the development of electric vehicles. 

Tesla CEO Elon Musk said Thursday the company will share several hundred patents and 
won't sue those who use them. 

"If we clear a path to the creation of compelling electric vehicles, but then lay intellectual 
property landmines behind us to inhibit others, we are acting in a manner contrary to that 
goal," Musk wrote in a blog on the company's Web site. 

Electric cars currently make up only a tiny fraction of all U.S. auto sales. Drivers are 
concerned about their range, and stable gasoline prices have also hurt sales. 

Entering this year, Tesla had been issued 203 patents covering its batteries and other key 
features that distinguish its electric cars from gasoline-powered vehicles. Tesla currently 
makes one vehicle- the ModelS sedan- and is developing two others. Its Model X 
crossover is due out next year. 

Another 280 patent applications are still pending in the U.S. and other countries, according to 
Tesla's regulatory filings. The earliest any of Tesla's current patents expires is in 2026, so the 
Palo Alto, California, company is relinquishing a potentially valuable long-term advantage 
by giving away its intellectual property to its rivals. 
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Keystone vulnerability overblown? 

Click here to read the brief 

Success of carbon rule depends on efficiency: McCarthy 

The Environmental Protection Agency has based its projection that its carbon rule will end 
up cutting consumers' electricity bills by 2030 by anticipating greater energy efficiency, 
Administrator Gina McCarthy said Thursday, The Hill reports. 
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Canadian ministers lobby for Keystone in NY 

Three Canadian ministers- Joe Oliver, Greg Rickford and John Baird- were in New York 
this week speaking out about the proposed Keystone XL pipeline, charging that President 
Obama's failure to act on the project is politically motivated, Bloomberg reports. 

Climate policy starting to affect investment decisions 

Big tar sands oil projects and expensive deep water drilling have the potential to become 
white elephants if policies to fight climate change start getting traction around the world, 
according to some big international investors and The Carbon Tracker Initiative, which looks 
at environmental issues from a financial perspective, The New York Times reports. 

Subtle differences on energy among House GOP leadership hopefuls 

Among candidates to replace outgoing House Majority Leader Eric Cantor, Majority Whip 
Rep. Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., is from a state that gets two-thirds of its electricity from 
natural gas as well as a sizeable amount of renewable energy generation, which may give 
him a slightly different perspective from Texas rival Rep. Pete Sessions, E&E reports. 

Obama policies to kill coal but nat gas is next: Heitkamp 

After Obama administration climate policies drive a "stake through the heart of coal," 
regulators' attention will then tum to natural gas, Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., told gas 
industry executives Thursday, The Hill reports. 

Perry pro-tracking, anti-cap-and-trade, in Calif. Commonwealth Club 
remarks 

Speaking at the California Commonwealth Club Wednesday night, potential2016 
presidential candidate Gov. Rick Perry, R-Texas, spoke up in favor offracking and 
devolving policy making decisions to states, and against cap-and-trade and other measures to 
fight climate change that he warned would strangle the economy, the San Francisco 
Chronicle reports. 

Fracking could help send Republican to WH in 2016 
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The fracking-driven drilling boom and the economic benefits that go with it could give some 
of the potential Republican presidential candidates- Sen. Ted Cmz and Gov. Rick Perry of 
Texas as well as Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal- potent ammunition for their White House 
mns, National Journal reports. 

Experienced Permian operators getting more from their wells 

Drillers experienced in the Permian Basin and the Wolfcamp Shale -like Apache Corp. and 
Pioneer Resources - are getting a production rate from their wells that's four to five times 
higher than newcomers in the play, according to research firm Wood Mackenzie, FuelFix 
reports. 

GE lobbying, Siemens and Mitsubishi talk about Alstom bid 

General Electric executives are in France this week making another push for the company's 
bid to assume Alstom's power assets, a person familiar with the situation told Bloomberg, 
which reports that Siemens is considering making a rival offer together with Mitsubishi, 
which may bring Hitachi on board as well. 

Electricity, mosquitos two big challenges for World Cup host Brazil 

Brazil should be able to keep up electricity supplies to World Cup cities despite 
unprecedented challenges to the country's grid now that the tournament has begun, E&E 
reports, noting that dengue-fever-carrying mosquitos may be a bigger problem. 

Monday final deadline for Ukraine to pay up: Gazprom 

Gazprom' s chief Alexei Miller said Thursday, following the failure of talks with Ukraine, 
that his company won't offer more extensions for Kiev to pay its gas debt: Monday is the 
final deadline, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Jun. 12, Washington: EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy, Sen. John Hoeven to speak 
at Energy Efficiency Fomm North America. 1:00pm , National Press Club. 

o Jun. 12, Washington: Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee 
hearing, "Securing Radiological Materials: Examining the Threat Next Door." 
Administration officials, witnesses from the Government Accountability Office and 
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Nuclear Regulatory Commission to speak. 10:30 am , Dirksen 342. 
o Jun. 12, Washington: Energy Secretary Moniz, Sen. Heidi Heitkamp speak at 11:45 

a.m. panel discussion at Coal Utilization Research Council Summer 2014 Technology 
Showcase. 10:00 am, Cannon 345. 

o Jun. 12, Washington: House Natural Resources Energy and Mineral Resources 
Subcommittee hearing, "American Energy Jobs: Opportunities for Innovation." 
Witnesses to be announced. 9:30 am , Longworth 1334. 

o Jun. 12, Washington: Capitol Hill Ocean Week 2014 concludes. Commerce Department 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere Kathryn D. Sullivan 
appears on afternoon panel. 9:00am, Newseum. 

o Jun. 13, Washington: American Petroleum Institute officials hold media teleconference 
on upcoming Interior Department five-year offshore lease plan development. 10:00 am 
, by teleconference. 
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House Republicans to grill EPA's McCabe on carbon rule 
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Oil jumps to near $106 on Iraq violence 
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For OPEC, the price of oil is just right, for now 

Australian PM's climate stance watched on US visit 

US eyes new aid to Iraq to curb insurgent march 

Biden: US supports Ukraine-Russia peace talks 

Water woes force big brewers to tighten the tap 

Iraq turmoil seen raising oil prices if government can't react 

Gas utilities proactive ahead of expected methane standards 

California unprepared for oil-by-rail surge, agencies say 

Goldman Sachs: Keep crude export ban 

PHMSA: Local governments have some sway over Keystone land 

Deadlocked talks limit hope on Iranian nuclear deal 

Ohio leads drilling states into earthquake study 

Murray Energy pledges fight on EPA carbon rule 

Failure of gas talks puts Europe on edge 

EU official says carbon reform decision likely in 2015 

Iran claims to limit plutonium in research reactor 

Heat wave reveals flaws in Indian power system 

NRDC reports $48 wasted by clothes dryers each year 

Upcoming Events 

Oil jumps to near $106 on Iraq violence 

By The Associated Press 
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disruption to supplies after OPEC vowed to keep output unchanged. 

Benchmark U.S. oil for July delivery was up $1.45 to $105.85 a barrel at 1010 GMT in 
electronic trading on the New York Mercantile Exchange. On Wednesday, the contract added 
5 cents to close at $104.40. 

Brent crude, a benchmark for international oils, was up $2.08 to $111.44 a barrel on the ICE 
exchange in London. 

The al-Qaida-inspired group that captured two key cities in Iraq earlier this week vowed 
Thursday to march on to Baghdad. 

One of those two cities, Mosul, lies in an area that is a major gateway for Iraqi oil. While the 
loss of the city has no immediate effect on oil exports, now at over 3 million barrels a day, it 
adds to concerns over security and the country's plans to expand oil production. 

On Wednesday, OPEC countries agreed to keep their output target unchanged at 30 million 
barrels a day. OPEC Secretary General Abdullah Al-Badry said the oil market is "very 
stable." 

The price of oil rose after the decision by the oil cartel. Traders interpreted the decision as 
recognition within OPEC that most members would not be able to substantially increase 
output in the short-term even if the world's demand for crude increases. The global economy 
is expected to expand 2.8 percent this year according to World Bank, still faster than last 
year's 2.4 percent. 

The U.S. Energy Department's weekly inventories report showed a larger-than-expected drop 
in U.S. stockpiles of crude oil, down 2.6 million barrels in the week ending June 6 from the 
previous week. It was expected to show a 1.2 million barrel fall, according to a survey of 
analysts by Platts, the energy information arm of McGraw-Hill Cos. 

In other energy futures trading on Nymex: 

-Wholesale gasoline rose 5.5 cents to $3.056 a gallon. 

-Natural gas rose 4.1 cents to $4.549 per 1,000 cubic feet. 

For OPEC, the price of oil is just right, for now 

By Jonathan Fahey 

NEW YORK (AP)- The world oil market has set up quite nicely for OPEC. 
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Dramatic changes in oil production around the globe are balancing each other out instead of 
wreaking havoc. This has helped world oil prices stay high enough to provide OPEC 
countries with robust income, but not so high that they scare customers away from buying 
more of their precious product. 

Brent crude, the most important international oil benchmark, has hovered in the range of 
$110 per barrel over much of the last 4 years, with remarkably low volatility for oil markets. 
That has also led to stable gasoline prices for U.S. drivers, who have been paying in the 
neighborhood of $3.50 per gallon over the period. 

"It's comfortable for everyone," says Judith Dwarkin, chief energy economist at lTG 
Investment Research. "The global economy has recovered, oil demand is growing at trend, 
and prices are high and stable." 

Or, as Secretary General Abdullah Al-Badry said in Vienna Wednesday after the 
Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries decided to maintain its current output of 
30 million barrels a day: "Everybody's happy." 

But this happy, stable market masks some difficult realities that OPEC has been fortunate to 
skirt. There have been production booms in some areas of the world that could have sent 
prices plummeting. And there have been shortages in other areas, including in OPEC 
countries, that could have sent prices rocketing higher. 

OPEC is fortunate, experts say, because the organization would be hard-pressed to adjust if 
this precarious balance were upended. OPEC members have a very limited ability to either 
raise or lower production to steady the market, they say. 

Australian PM's climate stance watched on US visit 

By Matthew Pennington 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The United States has few closer allies than Australia but climate 
change could prove a touchy issue when Australia's conservative prime minister makes his 
first White House visit Thursday. 

Prime Minister Tony Abbott, who was elected in September, arrives in Washington a week 
after President Barack Obama announced bold plans to cut carbon dioxide emissions from 
power plants by nearly a third by 2030 from 2005 levels. 

Abbott has described those as sensible steps but has made clear that he doesn't view the fight 
against global warming as a top priority and is set against action that could crimp Australian 
business. He plans to scrap Australia's carbon tax on polluters. 
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"Is it (climate change) the most important issue the world faces right now? I don't believe 
so," he told reporters after visiting the New York Stock Exchange on Tuesday. "It is one of a 
number of significant issues that the world faces and we will do our bit." 

Otherwise, there are plenty of shared interests between the two leaders. Abbott is an 
unashamed cheerleader for the strong historical ties between the U.S. and Australia, 
epitomized by close security cooperation, and is a strong supporter of U.S. engagement in the 
Asia-Pacific. On Tuesday Abbot declared that "America has no better friend" than Australia. 

Australia is hosting a new deployment of U.S. Marines- a concrete outcome of the Obama 
administration's so-called Asia "pivot" to counter the rise of an increasingly assertive China. 
Australia is also one of the 12 nations negotiating a U.S.-backed trans-Pacific free trade pact 
whose members would account for 40 percent of global economic output. 

Abbott, whose official gift for Obama will be a nine-foot-long surfboard bearing the U.S. 
presidential seal, has heaped personal praise on the president this week. He has expressed 
regret for comments he made last when he was opposition leader and described Obama as 
leading the most left-wing U.S. administration in at least half a century. 

US eyes new aid to Iraq to curb insurgent march 

By Lara Jakes 

WASHINGTON (AP)- The United States is preparing to send new aid to Iraq to help slow 
a violent insurgent march that is threatening to take over the nation's north, officials said 
Wednesday. But the Obama administration offered only tepid support for Iraq's beleaguered 
prime minister, and U.S. lawmakers openly questioned whether he should remain in power. 

With no obvious replacement for Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki- and no apparent intent 
on his part to step down-Washington is largely resigned to continue working with his 
Shiite-led government that has targeted Sunni political opponents and, in tum, has inflamed 
sectarian tensions across Iraq. 

"He's obviously not been a good prime minister," said Sen. Bob Corker of Tennessee, top 
Republican on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. "He has not done a good job of 
reaching out to the Sunni population, which has caused them to be more receptive to al
Qaida efforts." 

The panel's chairman, Sen. Bob Menendez, D-N.J., noted only lukewarm support for al
Maliki, both in Iraq and among U.S. officials. "I don't know whether or not he will actually 
be the prime minister again," Menendez said. "I guess by many accounts, he may very well 
ultimately put (together) the coalition necessary to do that." 
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Insurgents with the Islamic State oflraq and the Levant, which is inspired by al-Qaida, 
overran the northern Iraqi town ofTikrit on Wednesday, a day after seizing Mosul, the 
nation's second-largest city. The insurgent network has controlled the western city of 
Fallujah since the start of this year, and is fighting to take over Beiji, a key northern oil 
refinery town. 

The rampage has raised new doubts about al-Maliki's ability to protect Iraq in areas that were 
mostly calm when U.S. troops withdrew from the country less than three years ago. Since 
then, violence has roared back to Iraq, returning to levels comparable to the darkest days of 
sectarian fighting nearly a decade ago when the country teetered on the brink of civil war. 

Al-Maliki and other Iraqi leaders have pleaded with the Obama administration for more than 
a year for additional help to combat the growing insurgency, which has been fueled by the 
unrelenting civil war in neighboring Syria. Northern Iraq has become a way station for 
insurgents who routinely travel between the two countries and are seeding the Syrian war's 
violence in Baghdad and beyond. 
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Water woes force big brewers to tighten the tap 

By Emily Schmall 

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP)- Some of the largest brewers in the U.S. are trying to reduce 
their water-to-beer ratio as drought and wildfire threaten the watersheds where they draw 
billions of gallons every year. 

No independent group tracks beer-makers' water usage, but MillerCoors and Anheuser-Busch 
both say they have made reductions. MillerCoors released a sustainability report Wednesday 
that shows it has cut its water use by 9.2 percent from 2012. 

"Water is just critical to us," Kim Marotta, the Chicago-based company's sustainability chief, 
told The Associated Press in a telephone interview. "Looking ahead, we needed to find a way 
to brew more beer but use less water." 

MillerCoors' water-saving effort- focused in Texas, California and Colorado- involves 
using sensors to release just enough water for irrigation, planting native grass to reduce 
erosion and runoff and keeping a close eye on leaky machinery in its breweries. 

Some craft beer-makers are also working to cut down on water usage while increasing 
market share. 

The number of brewers in the U.S. has expanded to its highest level since the 1870s, mostly 
because of an explosion of craft breweries. Without the technology or scale of big brewers, 
craft brewers use on average as much as twice the amount of water for every barrel of beer. 

Rahr & Sons Brewing Company, a craft brewer based in Fort Worth, produces about 22,000 
barrels of beer per year. Co-owner Fritz Rahr said he does not know how much water he uses 
to produce each barrel, but says the company employs strategies to conserve water and 
energy. 

Keystone vulnerability overblown? 
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Click here to read the brief 

Iraq turmoil seen raising oil prices if government can't react 

The movements of Iraqi militants to secure larger portions of northern Iraq hasn't had much 
impact on oil futures yet, but oil-trading advisory firm Ritterbusch & Associates said that 
could change if the government can't retake control of the country, The Wall Street Journal 
reports. 

Gas utilities proactive ahead of expected methane standards 

As federal regulators weigh new standards on methane emissions from natural gas drilling 
sites, the American Gas Association has developed voluntary guidelines urging gas 
companies to replace old pipes and limit future damage, Bloomberg reports. 

California unprepared for oil-by-rail surge, agencies say 

A report from California's government says the state's agencies are ill-prepared to oversee 
inspections and respond to emergencies related to a current surge in oil shipments by rail, 
Bloomberg reports. 

Goldman Sachs: Keep crude export ban 

An analysis from Goldman Sachs said the federal government should maintain its ban on 
exports of crude oil until U.S. refinery capacity is reached, to maximize economic benefit for 
the U.S., Bloomberg reports. 

PHMSA: Local governments have some sway over Keystone land 

The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, responding to letters from 
TransCanada, said that while the federal government holds most of the authority to oversee 
pipelines, local governments affected by the proposed Keystone XL pipeline still have some 
say over the path of the project, the Omaha World-Herald reports. 

Deadlocked talks limit hope on Iranian nuclear deal 

Nuclear talks between Iranian and American officials this week have reinforced differences 
between the two nations, limiting hope for a deal on Iran's nuclear program ahead of a July 
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20 deadline, The Washington Post reports. 

Ohio leads drilling states into earthquake study 

A group of drilling states led by Ohio are working with a coalition of seismology experts, 
energy industry figures and government officials to explore the links between oil and gas 
drilling and earthquakes and how to prevent them, The Associated Press reports. 

Murray Energy pledges fight on EPA carbon rule 

While not committing to a lawsuit against the Environmental Protection Agency, a Murray 
Energy Corp. spokesman said the mining company is prepared to fight the agency's proposed 
limits on carbon emissions at existing power plants, The Hill reports. 

Failure of gas talks puts Europe on edge 

Some European nations are concerned that their energy supplies could be at risk after a 
second day of talks between Ukraine and Russia over a natural gas payment dispute ended 
without a deal, The New York Times reports. 

EU official says carbon reform decision likely in 2015 

Jos Delbeke, the European Union's director general for climate, said member states likely 
wouldn't decide on a plan to implement automatic supply controls to the EU carbon market 
until next year, Bloomberg reports. 

Iran claims to limit plutonium in research reactor 

A senior Iranian official said the country was redesigning its future Arak nuclear research 
reactors to limit the output of plutonium in an effort to assuage Western fears of the nation's 
nuclear ambitions, Reuters reports. 

Heat wave reveals flaws in Indian power system 

Heat waves in India have left some 300 million people with little or no power, highlighting 
the obstacles the new government faces in updating the country's energy systems, The Wall 
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Street Journal reports. 

NRDC reports $48 wasted by clothes dryers each year 

The National Resources Defense Council said in a report that household clothes dryers waste 
$4 billion annually in electricity costs, because federal efficiency standards have put more 
focus on other large appliances like refrigerators and washing machines, USA Today reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Jun. 12, Washington: EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy, Sen. John Hoeven to speak 
at Energy Efficiency Forum North America. 1:00pm , National Press Club. 

o Jun. 12, Washington: Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee 
hearing, "Securing Radiological Materials: Examining the Threat Next Door." 
Administration officials, witnesses from the Government Accountability Office and 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission to speak. 10:30 am , Dirksen 342. 

o Jun. 12, Washington: Energy Secretary Moniz, Sen. Heidi Heitkamp speak at 11:45 
a.m. panel discussion at Coal Utilization Research Council Summer 2014 Technology 
Showcase. 10:00 am, Cannon 345. 

o Jun. 12, Washington: House Natural Resources Energy and Mineral Resources 
Subcommittee hearing, "American Energy Jobs: Opportunities for Innovation." 
Witnesses to be announced. 9:30 am , Longworth 1334. 

o Jun. 12, Washington: Capitol Hill Ocean Week 2014 concludes. Commerce Department 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere Kathryn D. Sullivan 
appears on afternoon panel. 9:00am, Newseum. 
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Western governors' views on proposed EPA rules 

House Majority Leader Cantor defeated in primary 

Venezuela: OPEC to keep present output target 

Oil prices rise on OPEC expectations, Iraq jitters 

Study: States short on some Chesapeake Bay goals 

Officials eye 6 barrels tied to nuke dump leak 

Vietnam urges China to withdraw oil drilling rig 

Oil company, group agree on Congo park plan 

Last week's crude stock beat expections, API says 

Booker says Superfund tax bill coming soon 

Poll: Most would pay more to limit climate change 

Chesapeake spin off will help company cut $1.1 B debt 

AEP projects higher-than-projected coal burn this year 

Landrieu's energy stances reaping benefits in fundraising fight 

Steyer's NextGen boasts policy veterans, campaign strategists 

Canada's Oliver says country 'anxious' to move on Keystone 

Iran sees output boost in face of sanctions 

Gazprom gives Ukraine six-day extension on gas talks 

Google plans excursion into utility efficiency tools 

Green groups says conservation could create water surplus in California 

Upcoming Events 

Western governors' views on proposed EPA rules 
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By The Associated Press 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (AP)- Ten western governors met Tuesday with Gina 
McCarthy, the Environmental Protection Agency administrator, to talk about cleaner power 
plant rules proposed by the Obama administration- including cuts in greenhouse gas 
emissions from coal. A sampling of what some governors have to say about it: 

ARIZONA: GOP Gov. Jan Brewer objects to the EPA plan and believes the agency has 
overstepped its authority, her spokesman has said. Arizona state lawmakers passed a law in 
2010 that bars new state rules or regional agreements to reduce greenhouse gases unless the 
Legislature approves. It's unclear how the EPA proposal will play out in Arizona. 

COLORADO: Democratic Gov. John Hickenlooper said it was "refreshing" that McCarthy 
has been looking for input from governors on the EPA proposal. He noted that Colorado is 
moving to diversify its energy portfolio into an "all-of-the-above" approach. On climate 
change, he said, "I do think that climate change is being caused by mankind's activity." 

KANSAS: Republican Gov. Sam Brownback was blunt in his assessment when the rules 
were announced. "This is more of the Obama administration's war against middle America," 
he said. Kansas relies on coal-fired plants for about 63 percent of the state's electricity. 

MONTANA: Democratic Gov. Steve Bullock said he believes coal is an important energy 
source for Montana (a coal producer) and the country. However, Bullock said: "In Montana, 
whether you're a farmer, whether you're a fisherman ... you know that the climate is changing 
and we need to do something about it." 

NEVADA: Republican Gov. Brian Sandoval praised McCarthy for communicating with him 
before and after the rules were announced. While Sandoval said his administration is still 
reviewing the plan, he noted that Nevada already is decreasing its reliance on coal, citing 
legislation he signed that will close a couple of coal plants and replace them with renewable 
energy sources. "We felt like we were ahead of the curve on this," he said. 

SOUTH DAKOTA: GOP Gov. Dennis Daugaard has said he is concerned that the rules will 
raise energy prices- a worry other governors share. Daugaard wants a clearer 
understanding of how involved the federal government will be in formulating state plans to 
reduce emissions. 

House Majority Leader Cantor defeated in primary 

By Alan Suderman and David Espo 

RICHMOND, Va. (AP)- In an upset for the ages, Majority Leader Eric Cantor of Virginia, 
the second-most man in the was dethroned tea 
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party-backed Republican primary challenger carried to victory on a wave of public anger 
over calls for looser immigration laws. 

"This is a miracle from God that just happened," exulted David Brat, an economics professor, 
as his victory became clear in the congressional district around Virginia's capital city. 

Speaking to downcast supporters, Cantor conceded, "Obviously we came up short" in a bid 
for renomination to an eighth term. 

The victory was by far the biggest of the 2014 campaign season for tea party forces, although 
last week they forced veteran Mississippi Sen. Thad Cochran into a June 24 runoff, and hope 
State Sen. Chris McDaniel can prevail then. 

Cantor's defeat was the first primary setback for a senior leader in Congress in recent years. 
Former House Speaker Thomas Foley of Washington and Senate Democratic leader Tom 
Daschle of South Dakota both lost their seats at the polls in the past two decades, but they 
fell to Republicans, not to challengers from within their own parties. 

The outcome may well mark the end of Cantor's political career, and aides did not respond 
Tuesday night when asked if the majority leader, 51, would run a write-in campaign in the 
fall. 

But its impact on the fate of immigration legislation in the current Congress seemed clearer 
still. Conservatives will now be emboldened in their opposition to legislation to create a path 
to citizenship for immigrants living in the country illegally, and party leaders who are more 
sympathetic to such legislation will likely be less willing to try. 
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Study: States short on some Chesapeake Bay goals 

By Brian Witte 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP)- States in the Chesapeake Bay watershed have made strides in 
reducing pollution in the nation's largest estuary, but many jurisdictions in the six-state 
region are falling short in implementing practices that cut contaminants from agriculture as 
well as urban and suburban runoff, a study by environmentalists has concluded. 

The study, which is being released Wednesday by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and the 
Choose Clean Water Coalition, focuses on two-year commitments made by neighboring 
states and the District of Columbia. Advocates say the report marks the first time in the 
history of efforts to restore the bay that they can measure and evaluate how well states have 
done on short-term commitments- their two-year milestones. 

They say the milestones allow the states and the federal Environmental Protection Agency to 
identify shortcomings and take action before deadlines near for goals to further reduce 
pollutants in 2017 and 2025. 

"States need to plan now for how they will ramp up implementation to address agricultural 
and urban polluted nmoff, not kick the can down the road," said William Baker, president of 
the Chesapeake Bay Foundation. 

Poor water quality caused by pollution has harmed the crab population, underwater grasses 
and bay fish. The bay's oyster population has been stuck at less than 1 percent of historic 
levels since 1994. State-federal efforts to improve the bay water quality stretch back to 1983 
with the first "Chesapeake Bay Agreement." After years of missed deadlines, the EPA and 
six states agreed in 2007 to establish pollution-reduction limits. 

President Barack Obama issued an executive order in 2009 putting the federal government in 
charge of a decades-long effort- once led by the states - that has failed so far to restore 
the watershed. 

The report cites progress in reducing pollution from sewage treatment plans. However, the 
groups are now focusing on pollution from agriculture and urban and suburban nmoff in six 
states, including Delaware, Maryland, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia and West Virginia 
and the District of Columbia. 
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Officials eye 6 barrels tied to nuke dump leak 

By Jeri Clausing 

SANTA FE, N.M. (AP)- Scientists investigating a mysterious radiation leak at the federal 
government's underground nuclear waste dump have identified five other potentially 
explosive containers of waste from Los Alamos National Laboratory that are being stored at 
a site in West Texas, New Mexico Environment Secretary Ryan Flynn told a legislative panel 
Tuesday. 

Flynn told lawmakers that scientists have been unable to replicate the chemical event 
believed to have a caused a drum to breach at the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant on Feb. 14, 
contaminating 22 workers. But they have tied the barrel to a waste stream from Los Alamos 
with an unusually high acid level, he said. 

That waste was packed into a total of six drums, including the one at the Waste Isolation 
Pilot Plant in Carlsbad, New Mexico. The rest are among more than 100 that were shipped 
from Los Alamos to Waste Control Specialists in Andrews, Texas, after the leak indefinitely 
shuttered the New Mexico facility, which is the federal government's only permanent 
repository for waste from decades of building nuclear bombs. 

Asked if the public should be worried, Flynn said: "Every member of the community should 
be concerned .... But I don't think they should be worried. I don't think people should be 
panicked about another drum exploding because we required (the U.S. Department of 
Energy) to plan for that and have a system in place to protect the public." 

Chuck McDonald, spokesman for Waste Control Specialists, said all the drums there have 
been specially packed and are under constant monitoring. 

Extra precautions are being taken with barrels that have been identified as potentially more 
problematic, McDonald said. Los Alamos and Waste Control Specialists took a series of 
extra measures to secure the more than 100 drums left in limbo by the Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant's closure because they were packed with cat litter to absorb moisture. A leading theory 
is that a switch by Los Alamos from inorganic to organic cat litter helped fuel the "heat 
event" that popped the lid off the 55-gallon barrel that leaked at the nuclear waste dump. 

The Department of Energy has dozens of the world's finest scientists trying to identifying 
what type of reaction could have caused the leak, Flynn said after the hearing. But he 
estimated it would be months before a definitive cause is determined. 
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Vietnam urges China to withdraw oil drilling rig 

By Edith M. Lederer 

UNITED NATIONS (AP)- Vietnam's U.N. ambassador urged China on Tuesday to 
withdraw its oil rig and more than 100 ships from the South China Sea to create "an 
environment" for negotiations on the disputed waters. 

But Ambassador Le Hoai Trung said in an interview with The Associated Press that Beijing 
refuses to engage in dialogue and insists there is no dispute, claiming the area around the rig 
belongs to China. 

The escalation in tensions is the most serious in years between Vietnam and its massive 
northern neighbor, which claims nearly all of the South China Sea. 

China sent the rig into the disputed waters on May 1, provoking a confrontation with 
Vietnamese ships, complaints from Hanoi and street protests that turned into bloody anti
Chinese riots. Hundreds of factories were damaged, and China said four of its citizens were 
"brutally killed" and over 300 injured. 

Trung said "some extreme elements" provoked by China's deployment of the rig undertook 
actions which the government "very much regrets." He said many suspects have been 
arrested and prosecuted, and the government has taken measures to prevent a repetition of the 
violence. 

Both Vietnam and China have taken the dispute over the rig to the United Nations, 
circulating rival documents among the U.N. General Assembly's 193 member states. Vietnam 
has said it is considering legal action against China in an international court. 

China has accused Vietnam of "illegally and forcefully" disrupting the rig's operation by 
sending armed ships and ramming Chinese vessels. 

Oil company, group agree on Congo park plan 

By John Heilprin 

GENEVA (AP)- An agreement announced Wednesday between a London-based oil 
company and a wildlife protection group could prevent oil drilling in a national park in 
Africa where 200 endangered mountain gorillas live. 

A joint statement by SOCO International PLC and Switzerland-based WWF said there will 
be no exploratory drilling in Congo's Virunga National Park, which is Africa's oldest, unless 
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the government and the U.N. cultural agency UNESCO agree it would not threaten the park's 
world heritage status. 

As part of the understanding, SOCO agreed to suspend exploration once it finishes seismic 
testing on Lake Edward and WWF pledged to drop a complaint that the oil company violates 
good-practice business guidelines set out by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development. 

SOCO denied allegations it had withheld information about the environmental risks of 
possibly drilling on a tract that overlaps with the park, which is best known for being home 
to about a quarter of the world's estimated 800 remaining mountain gorillas. 

The eastern Congo park is also the only place where all three African great apes can be seen, 
and the struggle over its resources has turned violent. In April, the chief warden, Emmanuel 
de Merode, was attacked by three gunmen while driving through the park. 

Soon after that attack, British filmmaker Orlando von Einsiedel released a documentary 
entitled "Virunga" that depicted the desperate struggle by de Merode and the park rangers to 
protect the park and its wildlife from armed militias, rebels and the oil company. 

The Congolese government authorized oil exploration in the park by London-based SOCO, 
following the discovery of oil in 2010. The World Wildlife Fund, based in Gland, 
Switzerland, protested the legality of that decision. 

Keystone vulnerability overblown? 

sheet 

Click here to read the brief 

Last week's crude stock beat expections, API says 

The American Petroleum Institute said U.S. crude stocks rose 1.45 million barrels last week, 
beating API's projections of a 1.2 million barrel increase, Platts reports. 

Booker says Superfund tax bill coming soon 

Sen. Cory Booker, D-N.J., said he and Sen. Bob Menendez, D-N.J., plan to introduce 
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legislation that would reinstate the Superfund tax on oil, gas and chemical industries to help 
pay for the cleanup of orphaned sites, The Hill reports. 

Poll: Most would pay more to limit climate change 

A new Bloomberg National Poll reports that 62 percent of Americans polled are willing to 
pay higher energy prices in order to combat climate change, including 60 percent of 
independents. 

Chesapeake spin off will help company cut $1.1 B debt 

Chesapeake Energy's move to spin off its rig business into Seventy Seven Energy this month 
will allow the company to transfer $1.1 billion in debt to the new company, FuelFix reports. 

AEP projects higher-than-projected coal burn this year 

Ohio-based utility American Electric Power said it would bum more about 60 million short 
tons of coal this year, up as much as 15 percent from earlier projections, Platts reports. 

Landrieu's energy stances reaping benefits in fundraising fight 

Sen. Mary Landrieu's, D-La., strong focus on energy issues is paying off in her reelection 
bid, with oil and gas industries channeling $547,000 to her campaign this cycle, more than 
double of that given to her challenger, Rep. Bill Cassidy, R-La., National Journal reports. 

Steyer's NextGen boasts policy veterans, campaign strategists 

NextGen Climate, the big-spending climate advocacy group led by Tom Steyer, boasts a 
number of former Clinton and Obama administration officials and top Democratic campaign 
strategists in its leadership structure, National Journal reports. 

Canada's Oliver says country 'anxious' to move on Keystone 

Canadian Finance Minister Joe Oliver said he is disappointed with continued delays on a 
final Keystone XL pipeline approval decision and said his country is "anxious" to move 
ahead with the project, Reuters reports. 
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Iran sees output boost in face of sanctions 

Speaking at Tuesday's OPEC meeting, Iranian oil minister Bijan Zanganeh said the country's 
oil output rose in May despite sanctions and projected the country could boost production by 
700,00 barrels per day if the sanctions are removed, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Gazprom gives Ukraine six-day extension on gas talks 

Gazprom Chief Executive Alexei Miller said the company has granted Ukraine six days to 
reach an agreement on natural gas payments with Russia before it considers making good on 
a threat to cut off supplies, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Google plans excursion into utility efficiency tools 

Sources told Bloomberg that Google Inc. is ready to move into utility markets and is working 
on new software and hardware to boost efficiency in electricity delivery. 

Green groups says conservation could create water surplus in 
California 

The Pacific Institute and the National Resources Defense Council said in a study that smarter 
conservation and water management policies could help drought-stricken California reach an 
overall water surplus of more than 6 million acre-feet, Bloomberg reports. 

Upcoming Events 

o Jun. 11, Washington: House Science, Space and Technology Committee business 
meeting on Department of Energy Research and Development Act of2014. 12:00 pm, 
Rayburn 2318. 

o Jun. 11, Washington: House Foreign Affairs Middle East and North Africa 
Subcommittee hearing, "Assessing Energy Priorities in the Middle East and North 
Africa." State Department Deputy Assistant Secretary for Energy Diplomacy Amos J. 
Hochstein to testify. 10:00 am, Rayburn 2172. 

o Jun. 11, Washington: House Transportation and Infrastmcture Water Resources and 
Environment Subcommittee hearing, "Potential Impacts of Proposed Changes to the 
Clean Water Act Jurisdictional Rule." EPA Deputy Administrator Bob Perciasepe, 
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works Jo-Ellen Darcy to testify. 10:00 am, 
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Rayburn 2167. 
• Jun. 11, Washington: Interior Secretary Sally Jewell delivers 1:15pm address 

to Capitol Hill Ocean Week conference. BOEM Acting Director Walter Cruickshank, 
BSEE Director Brian M. Salerno, Center for Offshore Safety Executive Director 
Charlie Williams speak on afternoon panel. Conference continues Thursday. 9:00am, 
Newseum. 
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Upcoming Events 

Pebble suing EPA over steps that could bar mine 

By Becky Bohrer 

JUNEAU, Alaska (AP)- A group seeking to develop a massive gold-and-copper prospect 
near the headwaters of a world-premier salmon fishery in Alaska is suing the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency for taking steps that could result in development being 
restricted or prohibited. 

The Pebble Limited Partnership alleges in its lawsuit that the EPA exceeded its authority 
when it initiated the rarely used process under the Clean Water Act after concluding that 
large-scale mining in the Bristol Bay watershed posed significant risks to salmon. Pebble 
fears the agency will kill the project before mine plans are finalized or it's evaluated through 
the permitting process. 

EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy said in Febmary that the agency started the process 
because the Bristol Bay fishery "is an extraordinary resource and is worthy of out-of-the
ordinary agency actions to protect it." She also stressed that no final decision had been made. 

The Pebble Partnership asserts that a veto of the project would be an "unlawful revocation" 
of Alaska's right to allow development on state lands. The proposed mine is on state lands. 

The EPA has "repeatedly ignored" comments from Pebble, the state and others "about this 
massive federal overreach," Pebble Partnership CEO Tom Collier said in a statement. If the 
EPA ultimately vetoes the project before a development plan is submitted or evaluated 
through the permitting process, "the precedent established will have significant long-term 
effects on business investment in this state and throughout the country," he said. 
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Oil eases but remains near $104 a barrel 

By The Associated Press 

The price of oil drifted lower Thursday, a day after hitting a one-month high. 

Benchmark U.S. crude for July delivery fell33 cents to close at $103.74 a barrel on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange. On Wednesday, oil gained $1.74 to close at $104.07. 

Brent crude, a benchmark for international oils, slipped 19 cents to $110.36 on the ICE 
Futures exchange in London. 

The U.S. oil price hit a one-month high Wednesday after a report from the Energy 
Information Administration showed that U.S. crude oil supplies dropped 7.2 million barrels 
in the week ended May 16. The drop was bigger than analysts expected and due mostly to 
lower crude imports. 

At the gas pump, the average price for a gallon of gas edged up to $3.65. That's down 2 cents 
from a month ago and 1 cent less than at this time last year. 

Gasoline prices have familiar look as summer nears 

By Jonathan Fahey 

NEW YORK (AP)- The price of gasoline looks familiar this Memorial Day. For the third 
year in a row, the national average will be within a penny or two of $3.64 per gallon. 

Stability wasn't always the norm. Between 2003 and 2008 average retail gasoline prices more 
than doubled, reaching an all-time high of $4.11 per gallon in 2008. Prices then collapsed as 
the U.S. plunged into recession. But after a two-year run-up between 2009 and 2011, the 
price of gasoline has remained in a range of roughly $3.25 to $3.7 5 per gallon. 

Drivers can handle that, according to AAA, and are ready to head out for Memorial Day 
driving trips in the highest numbers since 2005. "It is unlikely that gas prices will have a 
significant effect on travel plans compared to a year ago," AAA wrote in its annual Memorial 
Day forecast. 

Steady gasoline prices are largely the result of relatively steady crude oil prices, even though 
there has been a long list of global supply disruptions and political turmoil that that typically 
would the of oil 
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Sanctions have sharply cut output from Iran, once the world's third largest oil exporter. Libya 
went through civil war, and labor and political disruptions continue to limit its exports. 
Venezuela's oil output has been steadily declining for a decade. Most recently, the conflict 
between Russia and Ukraine is raising concerns that sanctions will impact production or 
exports from Russia, the world's second largest exporter after Saudi Arabia. 

But rising crude output in countries such as the U.S., Canada and Brazil have offset the 
declining supply elsewhere, helping to keep prices steady. 

Senate approves $12.3 billion water bill 

By Henry C. Jackson 

WASHINGTON (AP)- Congress sent the White House a $12.3 billion water projects bill 
half the size of its last one seven years ago- before the economy sank into a deep recession 
that helped swell the government's debt and before lawmakers swore off cherry-picking pet 
projects for folks back home. 

With a 91-7 vote Thursday, the Senate passed the bill authorizing 34 new projects over the 
next 10 years. The House passed it Tuesday after key lawmakers spent six months blending 
separate House and Senate versions approved last year. 

The bill authorizes big new flood control projects for Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and Fargo, North 
Dakota, and dredging and harbor expansions in Boston and Savannah, Georgia. But it also 
puts an end to $18 billion in dormant projects that Congress had passed before the last round 
of $23.3 billion in water projects was approved in 2007. 

The new measure's reduced cost reflects a conscious effort by lawmakers to rein in spending, 
particularly in the House, where Republicans first elected in 2010 or 2012 balked at new 
spending. All of the projects included in the legislation came at the recommendation of the 
Army Corps of Engineers. 

NC environmentalists worried by GOP-backed bill 

By Michael Biesecker and Gary D. Robertson 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP)- North Carolina environmental groups say a provision tucked into a 
Republican-backed bill could allow polluters free rein to contaminate the state's air and water 
without penalty or public scrutiny. 
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Introduced this week, the Regulatory Reform Act of 2014 won preliminary approval 
Thursday in the GOP-led state Senate. The bill's three co-sponsors said in a joint statement 
that the measure removes "many ambiguous, onerous and obsolete regulations that increase 
the burden and expense on North Carolina families and job-creating businesses." 

Some of the changes appear straightforward, such as getting rid of a century-old ban on 
cursing while on state highways. But environmentalists are alarmed by a section that 
encourages industries to self-report environmental violations to the state or to seek a 
voluntary compliance audit. As an incentive, the state could waive civil penalties or fines for 
the self-reported pollution and the audits pertaining to the violations would be kept 
confidential. 

Parts of the provision appear to have been copied word for word from a model bill displayed 
on the website of the American Legislative Exchange Council, an association of corporations 
and conservative lawmakers that seek to influence legislation nationwide. 

"This is more customer service from the legislature to polluters," said Derb Carter, the North 
Carolina director of the Southern Environmental Law Center. "Penalties are a deterrent to 
polluters. Waiving civil penalties for self-reported violations creates an incentive to pollute 
then self-report later." 

Hess stations to be renamed, but trucks roll on 

By The Associated Press 

FINDLAY, Ohio (AP)- The Hess name will disappear from gas station signs after a $2.87 
billion deal to sell the chain to Marathon Petroleum's Speedway, but the holidays will still 
see the popular Hess toy truck. 

The deal gives Marathon Petroleum the retail operations of Hess, the largest chain of 
company-operated gas stations and convenience stores on the East Coast. The Hess stations 
will all be rebranded as Speedway over three years, the company said. 
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It also keeps the Hess toy truck on holiday wish lists - as they will still be sold at Hess retail 
stores and online this year. Starting in 2015, Hess plans to sell the toy trucks online. 

Hess said this year will mark the 50th anniversary of the toy trucks, an institution on the East 
Coast, where TV commercials promoting each year's entry are commonly seen. 

The deal, which is being orchestrated under subsidiary Speedway LLC, will expand 
Marathon Petroleum's retail operations from nine states to 23 states along the coast and in the 
Southeast. 

Forecasters predict slow Atlantic hurricane season 

By Meghan Barr 

NEW YORK (AP)- A slower-than-usual hurricane season is expected this year because of 
an expected El Nino, federal forecasters said Thursday, but they warned that it takes only one 
storm to wreak havoc and urged Americans to be prepared. 

The El Nino, which warms part of the Pacific every few years and changes rain and 
temperature patterns around the world, will likely reduce the number and intensity of tropical 
storms and hurricanes, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration said in New 
York City. 

Cooler temperatures on the surface of the Atlantic Ocean compared with recent years will 
also lower the probability of hurricane formation. 

"El Nino helps to reduce the ability of storm systems coming off Africa to strengthen into 
tropical storms and hurricanes," said Dr. Gerry Bell, NOAA's top hurricane season 
forecaster. Bell cautioned that El Nino has not yet developed and officials have not yet issued 
any forecasts for it. 

Officials expect about eight to 13 named tropical storms and three to six hurricanes. One or 
two major hurricanes with winds over 110 miles per hour are forecast. 

Biden: Cyprus may become global natural-gas hub 

By Menelaos Hadjicostis 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP)- U.S. Vice President Joe Biden on Thursday underscored Cyprus' 
potential to become key provider of natural gas to Europe, saying that newly discovered 
offshore reserves of the fossil fuel represented a unique opportunity for the divided island 
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nation. 

"Cypms is poised to become a key player ... transforming the eastern Mediterranean into a 
new global hub for natural gas," Biden said as he toasted his host, Cypms President Nicos 
Anastasiades, at lunch in the presidential palace. 

Anastasiades said the gas deposits, which also have been found in Israeli waters, can offer 
"an alternative energy corridor leading to increased energy security." 

The West wants to develop alternative suppliers of natural gas for Europe. Russia, the current 
top supplier, has threatened it could cut supplies or raise prices to European customers as part 
of diplomatic rifts over Ukraine. 

Biden pledged U.S. government support for efforts to reunify the island. In 1974, Turkey 
invaded after a coup by supporters of union with Greece. For the past four decades the island 
has remained divided into a breakaway Turkish Cypriot north and an internationally 
recognized Greek Cypriot south. 

Turkey, which doesn't recognize Cypms' sovereignty, has voiced strong opposition to Greek 
Cypriot claims to the natural gas fields. It has repeatedly sent warship-escorted research 
vessels into Cypriot waters, where oil and gas companies are currently surveying, to 
underscore their own claim. 

Iraq's Kurds start exporting oil unilaterally 

By Sinan Salaheddin 

BAGHDAD (AP)- Iraq's self-mled northern Kurdish region on Thursday started exporting 
cmde oil to the international market through the Turkish port of Ceyhan despite objections 
from the central government in Baghdad, Turkey's energy minister said. 

The Iraqi government insists it has the sole right to develop and market the country's natural 
resources. Since the 2003 U.S.-led invasion, the Kurds and Arab-led central government in 
Baghdad have been at loggerheads over rights to develop resources. 

Baghdad says only the central government may draw plans, award deals to developers and 
export cmde on the international market, while the Kurds argue that the constitution allows 
their regional government to do so as well. 

The Kurds have signed more than 50 deals with Western oil companies without Baghdad's 
consent. Since early January, they started pumping cmde oil through a separate pipeline that 
goes to through Turkey, bypassing a Baghdad-controlled one. 
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"The shipment of northern Iraqi oil waiting at Ceyhan to international markets has started," 
Energy Minister Taner Yildiz told Turkey's state-run Anadolu Agency. "The loading of one 
million barrels of oil is continuing," Yoldiz added without naming the buyer. 

Census: Texas has 3 of 5 fastest-growing cities 

By Ramit Plushnick-Masti and Jesse J. Holland 

HOUSTON (AP)- They grow everything bigger in Texas, even the cities. 

Three of the nation's five fastest-growing cities -and seven of the top 15 - are located in 
the Lone Star State, according to new data from the U.S. Census Bureau. This includes San 
Marcos -a city located between Austin and San Antonio- that has topped the list of cities 
with more than 50,000 people for the second year in a row with growth of 8 percent between 
July 2012 and 2013 to 54,076 people. 

But with that growth comes a few bumps. 

Mayor Daniel Guerrero noted Thursday that while the city has been enjoying steady growth 
for years, and has set aside money to keep up with road and other infrastructure 
improvements, not everything has gone as planned. 

The Great Recession and a sudden rise in fuel costs forced San Marcos to delay major 
construction. Now, the city is rushing to lay down new roads, expand existing ones, add bike 
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paths and repair or replace old utility pipelines. 

"So throughout San Marcos you see a multitude of construction," Guerrero said. 

Refineries Face New Rules; Is Steyer's Luster Tarnishing? 

Click here to read the brief 

Keystone delays push TransCanada to look at shipping crude by rail 

TransCanada CEO Russ Girling told Bloomberg this week that shipping tar sands oil by rail 
is a more expensive option than moving it via pipeline, but his company is examining the 
possibility given the latest delays in its Keystone XL project. 

Hundreds of local officials back carbon rules in letter 

The coming Obama administration moves to limit carbon emissions from power plants have 
gotten some grassroots backing: A letter, signed by more than 600 locally elected officials, in 
which they offer to help regulatory moves to reduce carbon pollution, The Hill reports. 

Cyberattackers breach utility control system, says Homeland Security 

The attack on an unnamed U.S. utility was written up in the quarterly cybersecurity report of 
ICS-CERT, an agency operating in the Department of Homeland Security, which said it was 
able to help the utility prevent the attack from affecting its operations, according to E&E. 

Soaring exports pushed record U.S. gasoline production in April: API 

Driven by growing exports, U.S. daily gasoline production hit a record 9.79 million barrels in 
April, a better than 9 percent increase over the figures a year earlier, the American Petroleum 
Institute said in its monthly report, according to Bloomberg. 
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$4.5M of EPA's travel expenses picked up by outsiders: Disclosure 
records 

Over the past four years, officials with the Environmental Protection Agency have taken 
3,369 trips paid at least in part by funding- adding up to more than $4.5 million dollars
from outside sources including corporations, industry associations and non-profit groups, 
according to federal disclosure records examined by E&E. 

LCV's GiveGreen over $3 million mark in donations 

Campaign donations appear to be flowing into the coffers of the League of Conservation 
Voters to give to candidates who back environmental causes- the group says it has already 
raised more than $3 million for its GiveGreen program for use in 2014, The Hill reports. 

Judge rejects requests to move Energy Future bankruptcy case to 
Dallas 

Judge Christopher Sontchi has sided with Energy Future Holdings Corp. in ruling to keep the 
company's Chapter 11 bankruptcy case in Delaware despite requests from some creditors to 
move it to Texas, The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Feds approve wind transmission line from Texas to the Southeast 

Pattern Energy Group LP says the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission has approved its 
planned Southern Cross transmission line, which would bring Texas wind energy into 
Mississippi where it would link to the grid in the Southeast, FuelFix reports. 

GE bows to French govt and offers Alstom more time 

General Electric is allowing three more weeks for a decision on its offer to buy Alstom's 
energy assets for $17 billion, a deal that has run into opposition from the French government, 
The Wall Street Journal reports. 

Sanchez growth fueled by better production efficiency and cost 
cutting: CEO 
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Tony Sanchez III, CEO of Sanchez Energy, told FuelFix that getting more out of wells for 
less cost is the driving force behind the success of his company and other independents rising 
with the shale boom. 

Upcoming Events 

o May. 22, Washington: American Petroleum Institute President Jack Gerard holds media 
teleconference to discuss shipments of Bakken crude oil and safety issues. 2:30 pm , by 
teleconference. 

o May. 22, Washington: Center for Climate and Energy Solutions forum, "Carbon 
Pricing: State and Federal Options." California Public Utilities Commission Deputy 
Executive Director for Policy and External Relations Brian Turner among speakers. 
9:30 am , Capitol Visitors Center SVC 202. 
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Reiniero; Schillo, Bruce; Poole, Laura; lnge, Carolyn; Nagelhout, Peter; Conbere, Susan; 
Wheeler, William; McFarland, James; Kane, Michael; Martinich, Jeremy; Poole, Jacqueline; 
Bailey, Kathleen; Rees, Sarah; Teichman, Kevin; Williams, Larke; Martinez, Barbara; Daiss, 
Rebecca; Filbin, Gerald; Lavoie, Emma; Nelson, Kevin; Wolverton, Ann; Kackar, Adhir; Cubeddu, 
Mariana; Grossarth, Shari; Moskal, John; Greene, Cynthia; Ash, Christine; Gutierrez, Juan; Dunn, 
Michael; Goold, megan; Myers, Bryan; Mitchell, Ken; McDonald, Jeffrey; 
'gonzalez.lawrence@epa.gov'; Smith, John; Schmit, Ayn; Miullo, Nat; Saracino, Ray; Machol, 
Ben; BECKHAM, LISA; Mayers, Timothy; Shaw, Hanh; Murchie, Peter; Salazar, Viccy; 
Rosenberg, Julie; Critchfield, James; Gunning, Paul; Karimjee, Anhar; Clouse, Matt; Chu, Karen; 
Perla, Donna; Rountree, Marthea; Suriano, Elaine; Kobelski, Bruce; Jollie, Jeff; Allen, Catherine; 
Lowery, Brigid; 'fox.robert@epa.gov'; Klinger, Adam; Balserak, Paul; Kidwell, Mitch; Nurse, 
Leanne; Sargent, Keith; Distefano, Nichole; Overbay, Michael; Dellinger, Philip; Reazin, David; 
Stabenfeldt, Lynn; Susman, Megan; Sell, Nathan; Mitchell, Stacey; Macler, Bruce; Cooperstein, 
Sharon; Turgeon, Jason; Troche, Luis; Harris, Justin; Buckley, Katherine; Kasat, Rakhi; Novikoff, 
Joshua; Stauffer, Panah; Wingo-Huntley, Deloris; Burden, Susan; LeDuc, Stephen; Ridley, 
Caroline; Stevens, Robin; Burns, Robert; Howard, Bob; Freeman, Bob; Held, Brendan; White, 
Sharon; Nanko, Lisa; Williams, Steven; Ferris, John; Martin, JohnC; Green, Makaria; Juarez, 
Damon; Parrish, Cayce; Thomas, Marc; Reynolds, Lori; Chominski, Robert; Kramer, Melissa; 
Bhesania, Amy; Grafe, Cyndi; Hart, Katherine; Peterson, Jeff; Barron, Alex; Grow, Richard; 
Trisha Curtis; Reyes, Deldi 
Optional Attendees: Kime, Robin; Barmakian, Nancy; Zeller, Lori; Allen, Derry; 
Sheriff, Glenn; Borsellino, Ron; Kenny, Shannon; Means-Thomas, Janet; Freitas, Christopher; 
Vizian, Donna; Axelrad, Daniel; Gurkin, Charles; Curry, Bridgid; Miles-Mclean, Stuart; Torma, 
Tim; Free, Laura; Ketcham-Colwill, Jim; Auther, Larry; Wiggins, Lanelle; Autrey, Brad; Maguire, 
Kelly; Zgoda, Elizabeth; Heninger, Brian; Bloom, David; Reynolds, Thomas; Corrales, Mark; 
Tucker, Carol; Cosmo Caterino; Reggie Cheatham (cheatham.reggie@epa.gov); Josh Woodyard 
(Woodyard.Joshua@epa.gov); Tulis, Dana; Matthiessen, Craig; Jennings, Kim; Brian Schlieger 
(schlieger.brian@epa.gov); Mosher, Eric; Wright, Dave; Webster, James; Durno, Mark; 
Crossland, Ronnie; Hayes, Scott; Buchholz, Ken; Ostrander, David; Salyer, Kathleen; Field, Chris 
Location: 3530 WJC-North 
Importance: Normal 
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Subject: OP Energy Brownbag "Crude by Rail" Call-in [~~~~~i.~~P?.~~~~~~J Code J:~~~=~~~:~~~~~~~:~ 
Please see note re: logistics 

Please join us for our next energy brown bag seminar on the topic of crude-by-rail. Trisha Curtis, 

Director of Upstream and Midstream Research at the Energy Policy Research Foundation 

(EPRINC}, will discuss the crude-by-rail phenomenon and its implications for energy, 

transportation and environmental policy. Trisha leads EPRINC's research efforts related to the 

transportation of North American crude supplies to downstream processing centers, and was 
the lead author of the recent report entitled Pipelines, Trains and Trucks: Moving Rising North 
American Oil Production to Market. Here's a link to the report: '-'-"-=:.LL::~==CJ::>L~"-

This seminar will be held in 3530 WJCN. We're glad for folks to join us here or to gather in other 
conference rooms throughout EPA. If any ofthose rooms have video capability, please let Robin 

(kime.robin@epa.gov or 202.564.6587) know the name of the room and telephone number of 
the video system so you are able to view the seminar on screen. Also included is a call-in 

number that may be used to dial in by phone. Contact Robin with any questions. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
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Trisha Curtis, Director of Research, Upstream and Midstream 
n Po rch Foundati n, nc R C) 
PA Brown Bag Lunch resentation 
ovember 12th, 2014 
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Understanding Crude Oil 
Transportation by 
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• 

• Infrastructure Paper 

• Oil and Gas Journal 

• Embassy Series 

• Presentations at Imperial College 
London, Colombia University, Wyoming 
Pipeline Authority 

• Department of Energy- Quadrennial 
Energy Review 

• Department of Defense 

• 

RINS AROUND THE ROSY APP AVAilABLE FOR !PHONE 
AND IPAD 
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North American Oil Production 

II Canadian Crude Oil 
Production 

II U.S. Field Production of 
Crude Oil Mbbl/d 

U.S. 8.7 mbd 
Canada 3.5 mbd 

August North 
America = 12.2 mbd 
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Permit Activity 

(Mississippian, l"iir~niitoo 
Wash, Miss,ssi 
and other stackedJl!a~s:'-: 

Source: HPDI Oct 2014, Past 90 Days 
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EPRINC Production Evaluation 

2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024 2026 2028 2030 

• 0-25 25-35 • 35-42 42-50 50+ 

Source: EPRINC/Ponderosa 
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CAPP's Canadian Crude Oi I Forecast 

Source: CAPP 2014, ucrude Oil Forecast. Markets, and Transportation" 
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Total Imports, Production, Canadian Imports 

-U.S. Imports from 
Canada of Crude 
Oil Mbbl/d 

~u.s. Imports of 
Crude Oil Mbbl/d 

-u.s. Field 
Production of 
Crude Oil Mbbl/d 

Canadian 
Imports 3 mbd 
or40% 
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-Africa 

EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

U.S. Imports from Abroad Steadily Decline 

-Impact 
on prices 
as African 
crude is 
pushed 
out and 
now onto 
world 
market 
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U.S. Rig Count 

Ill 
1500 

b.O 
C2 

-Oil -0 
# 1000 -Gas 

-Total 

500 

Source: Baker Hughes 
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Drilling Then and Now 

Source Rocks 

Source: From PIECE Course Workbook, Mark J Kaiser, Houston, July 2008, "Introduction to USA Petroleum Industry" 
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Shale Oil Play Production 

Permian Basin 1.6 mbd 

I Colorado 216,000 b/d 

Source: HPDI Nov 2013, EIA, NDPA 
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Drilling Advances 

Source: Triangle Petroleum Corporation, Presentation 
Bakken Product Markets and Take-Away Denver Jan 31-Feb 

1 2012 

1 ,320' & 660' Pilot Density Projects: 2013-14 

Source: Continental Resources March Investor Presentation, Permission granted 
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Transportation Methods of Crude Oil and Petroleum Products 

Moved from tank storage at the wellhead to refineries via pipeline, truck, 
rail, barge, or all four methods in combination 
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Why transport crude oil via rail? 

Source: EPRINC Maps using Hart Energy data and ArcGIS Mapping software 
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How much crude oil does a tank car hold? 

Source: DOT 111, Wikipedia 

• One tank car holds about 700 barrels of 
crude oil (might be more or less depending 
on design, thickness of tank, heated tank car 
for bitumen, etc.) 

• Unit Train= 120 tank cars of one product 
(scalability to maximize efficiency and 
reduce cost)= 84,000 barrels 

• Manifest Train = Less than 100 tank cars, can 
be multiple commodities, not as economic, 
but used widely in beginning of crude by rail 
movement because some refineries and 
facilities were already equipped to handle 
manifest train shipments 
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Pipeline vs. Rail Costs 

Source: CAPP 2014 Forecast 

• From Bakken to 
Coasts between 
$10- $15 

• Slight increases 
due to fees by 
railroads for older 
tank cars and 
testing fees 

• From Alberta to 
Gulf $20 

Source: EPRINC Maps using Hart Energy data 
and ArcGIS Mapping software 
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Role of rail in upstream, midstream, and downstream 

Upstream: 
Sand 

Source: BNSF Presentation, Sept 2013, via DOT website 
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North Dakota Crude Oil Transport 

January 2012 Estimates March 2014 Estimates 

10% 

7% 

• Pipeline Export Tesoro Refinery 

Truck to Canadian Pipelines • Estimated Rail 

Aug 2014 Estimates 

Source: North Dakota Pipeline Authority 
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July 2014 Williston Basin Crude Transportation 
Williston Basin Production: 1.2 mbd 
North Dakota: 1,132,331 b/d 
South Dakota: 4,675 b/d 
Eastern Montana: 75,162 b/d 

Tesoro Refinery: 68,000 b/d 

Truck to Canadian Pipeline: 8,000 b/d 

Rail: 766,000 b/d 

Pipeline: 432,168 b/d 
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Williston Basin Rail Estimates 

Source: NDPA 
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Pipeline Capacity Ample 

• Plenty of pipeline capacity now, but if more crude should move back to pipe 
(continued rail concerns regarding Dec regulation uncertainty) could see prices 
further decline in Clearbrook and in Wyoming 

Source: EPRINC's article in Oil and Gas Journal March 2014 
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U.S. Crude Oil Exports .. from PADD Ill 

Source: HPDI Aug 2014 
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Ma·or Canadian and Shale Oil Crude Flows 
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Pipeline Choke Points 

Source: EPRINC Choke Point 
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Crude disposition b 
refinery region 

Source: CAPP Crude Oil Forecast June 2014 
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No place to go. ... 
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All Canadian Pipeline Export Options are 

Source: Canadian Energy Pipeline Association 

• Kinder Morgan'sTransmountain line 
off BC coast- currently 300,000 b/d 
capacity- planned expansion up to 
800,000 b/d (early 2017) 
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Canadian Crude by Rail Movements 
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Source: CAPP 2014, 11Crude Oil Forecast. Markets, and Transportation" 
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Supply vs. Take-Away Capacity is Risky at Best 

Source: CAPP 2014, 11Crude Oil Forecast. Markets, and Transportation" 
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Regional Pricing Disparities 

Source: Map from AFPM, Flint Hills, EIA, CME Group, and estimates 
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Price Comparison 

Source: EIA, Flint Hills, CME Group, Bloomberg 
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Daily Crude by Rail Shipments in the U.S. and Canada 

Source: AAR; Crude and petroleum product includes liquefied gases, asphalt, fuel oil, lubricating oil, jet fuel, etc. U.S. operations exclude U .5. operations of CN and CP. Canadian operations 

include CN and CP and their U.S. operations. One carload holds 30,000 gallons (or 
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Where the light and heavy need toga ... or should 

Source: AFPM map, EIA data for graph 

Total Coking Capacity vs. Atmospheric Crude 
Distillation Capacity by PADD 
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Share of Canadian Imports by PADD- RED 
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Bakken Quality Comparison 

API" Crude Quality Sulfur% wt 
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Source: Continental Resources March Investor Presentation, Permission 
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Refinery Acquisition Costs (RAC) 
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Oi I ... I mean condensate exports 

Source: Drilling Info 
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U.S. Annual Exports 

U.S. Petroleum Products Exports 
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Condensate Processing 

Source: Turner Mason, EIA 2014 Annual DC Conference 
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Geology of the Eagle Ford Varying Liquid Gra 

Source: Momentum Oil and Gas LLC, DUG Eagle Ford Conference Presentation Oct2011; EOG Investor 

Presentation Feb 2014; 
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These differences have been impacting prices 

E:ffeetlve Date 

Bulletin 

TEXAS 

Eagle Ford Sour 

Eagle Ford West Sour 

Eagle Ford West, crude oil less 
!han 50 API 

Giddings Sweet Texas 

Gulf Coast Mix 

Pearsall Sweet 

South Texas Heavy 

South Texas Light Sweet 

South Texas Sour 

South Texas Sweet 

South Texas Valley Sweet 

FLINT HILLS RESOURCES CRUDE OIL POSTINGS 
P.O. BOX 2917, WICHITA, KS 67201 

11/01/14 11103/14 11/04114 11105/14 11/06/14 11107/14 
20140188 20140189 20140190 20140191 20140192 20140193 

69.7500 70.5000* 64.0000. 68.0000* 67.2500* 68.0000* 

68.2500. 66.5000* 65.0000* 66.5000* 65.7500* 66.5000* 

64.7500 61.5000* 63.0000* 62.2500* 

69.7500 64.0000. 68.0000* 67.2500* 

68.2500. 66.5000* 65.0000* 66.5000* 65.7500* 66.5000* 

71.2500 72.00oo· 65.50QO• 69.5000* 68.7500* 69.5000. 

75.0000 73.2500* 71.7500* 73.2500* 72.5000* 73.2500* 

75.0000 73.2500* 71.7500* 13.2500* 72.5000* 73.2500* 
74.7500 73.0000* 71.5000* 73.0000* 72.2500* 73.0000* 

71.2500 69.5000* 68.0000* 69.5000* 68.7500* 69.5000* 

71.2500 69.5000* 68.0000• 69.5000* 68.75oo· 69.5000* 
68.2500* 66.5000* 66.5000* 65.7500* 66.5000* 

71.2500 69.5000* 68.0000* 69.5000* 68.7500* 69.5000* 

75.0000 73.2500* 73.2500* 12.5000. 73.2500* 

15.2500 73.5000* 72.0000* 73.5000• 72.7500* 

74.5000* 

Nov 11th, 2014 

11/10/14 
WTI$77 

20140194 EOQ Brent $81 
Nat Gas $4.25 

66.7500* 

65.2500* 

61.7500* 

66.7500* 

65.2500* 

68.2500* 

72.0000. 

72.0000* 
71.7500* 
68.2500. 

68.2500. 

65.2500* 

68.2500* 

72.0000* 
72.2500• 
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Regional Discounts Matter with High Cost Production 

Source: lTG Investment Presentation Nov 2012 

CASH-FLOW POSITIVE 

Sotm;:e:WSJ,April20,2014) Russel Gold Theo Francis {{The 
New Winners and Losers America's Shale Boom" 
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Recent Crude by Rail Accidents 
July 6, 2013, a run-away train crashed and exploded in Lac-Megantic, Quebec, killing 47 people and destroying 
parts of the town 
November 8, 2013, about 12 cars derailed in a unit train of 90 cars carrying crude oil near Aliceville, Alabama (45 
miles SW Tuscaloosa). Nobody was injured, but three of the cars exploded. 
December 30, 2013, a train hauling grain derailed near Casselton,(SE) ND hitting a 106 car unit train of crude oil 
which caused 18 crude tank cars to derail causing a massive explosion and fireball 
January 7, 2014, a Canadian National train jumped tracks in Plaster Rock, New Brunswick. 15 cars derailed and 
caught fire. The train was carrying propane and crude oil from Western Canada 
January 20, 2014, a CSX train derailed in Pennsylvania on a railroad bridge and close a busy expressway (SchuylkiiiL 
but did not leak any crude oil. 
April 30, 2014, oil tanks cars on CSX derailed and caught fire in Lynchburg, VA (3 of 15 cars that derailed caught 
fire). Nobody was injured by 300 people were evacuated temporarily 
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Crude by Rail Accidents 

http:/ /usnews.nbcnews.com/ _news/2013/12/30/22113442-mile-long-train-
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Lac Magentic Crude by Rail Accident 

THE NIGHT ATRAINDESTROYEDATOWN 
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Canadian TSB finds 18 causes and contributing factors 

Source: TSB, http://www. tsb.gc.ca/ eng/ ra pports-re ports/ra il/20 13/r13d0054/r13d0054-r-es.asp 
---------------------emitte lucemetveritatem ------------------
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Emergency Orders and Recommendations beginning May 2014 

~~RESTRICTION/PR;OHIBITION ORDER 

UEP ARTMEN'f OF TRANSPORTNriON 

Pipcl.ine and Haunfouil Mate-rl:al!i Safety Adtninbtration 
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Comprehensive Regulation Proposals by P 

Source: PHMSA proposed rules; http:/ /www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetaii;D=PHMSA2012-0082-0180 
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Source: DOT 111, Wikipedia 

Source: {{Tank Car of the 

Future," Greenbrier 

presentation via RBN Energy 
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The Tank Car 

• 

• 

Regulations designed to retrofit older DOT 

111 tank cars and set standards for new tank 

cars, but specification and retrofitting 

requirements have yet to be 

implemented/determined. 

Some tank car manufacturing companies have 

moved ahead in anticipation of regs and are 

building higher strength tank cars above 

expected regulations. 

Source: PHMSA proposed rules; http:/ /www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetaii;D=PHMSA-2012-0082-0180 
-------------------emitte lucemetveritatem ----------------
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How many tank cars? 

Source: PHMSA proposed rules; http:/ /www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetaii;D=PHMSA2012-0082-0180 
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Many Entities Involved 
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Not necessarily on the same page 
Rail Mr. have criticized the 

Bakken Cmde Is Highly Volatile, Oil Study Shows moves, warning that such regulation could prove and 
onerous. "Those bureaucrats have no tr~ncr"'lnr·t~tlnn 

he that.:...;;;..;;=;;.;..;..>;;!~...;;;..;;;...;;;;_;_;=.:..;;;;.,;_..;..;;;;..;. 

Instead, attention should shift to the rail record, said 
Charles Drevna, of the oil-refiner trade group, some of 
whose members have made 

"CP's Boss: A Too-Tough Love?," David George-Cosh, May 13, 
2014 

"Kari Cutting, vice president of the North Dakota Petroleum 
Council, said she didn't know what had changed since her 
group met with PHMSA lastweek ... 'Our Bakken 
characterization study is not indicating that Bakken crude oil 
is more hazardous than other crude oil, and we're thinking 
that Bakken crude oil is being singled out for political 
reasons,' Cutting said in an interview yesterday. 
EEnews, "DOT crude by rail orders close in on Bakken oil," May 8 2014 

U.S. Transpo1tation Dept. Says Energy Companies Not Sharing Test Data on Bakken Oil 
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New York Moratorium 
• NY's Albany County placed 

a moratorium on crude oil 
processing expansions in 
the Port of Albany until 
health investigations and 
environmental impacts 
could be assessed 

• Global Partners and 
Buckeye in Albany hub 

• Global had received 
permits to double facility in 
2012 

• In January 2014 Gov 
Cuomo signed order for top 
bottom safety review of 
crude by rail and water and 
writes letter to Obama 

OTHER RAIL LINES 

Source: New York Times, Jad Mouawad, "Bakken Crude, Rolling Through Albany," Feb 27, 2014 
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Class 1 vs. Shortline Railroads 

Source: Wikipedia; EPRINC Maps using Hart Energy data and ArcGIS Mapping software 
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Bakken Crude Volatility 

Source: WSJ, Russel Gold, "Bakken Shale Carries High 
Combustion Risk," Feb 23, 2014 

000271 PST Deliverable00002284 



EPA-HQ-2015-004767 Interim 1 

Spill volume of rail through 2007 
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Figure 3. Oil Spill Volume per Billion-Ton-Miles 
Crude Oil and Petroleum Products during Domestic Transportation 

1990-1995 1996-2001 2002-2007 

Pipelines Tank Vessels/Barges 11 Tanker Trucks Rail 

Sources: Prepared by CRS; oil spill volume data from Dagmar Etkin, Analysis of U.S. Oil Spillage, API Publication 
356, August 2009; ton-mile data from Association of Oil Pipelines, Report on Shifts in Petroleum Transportation: 
1990-2009, February 2012. 

Notes: Pipelines include onshore and offshore pipelines. The time periods were chosen based on the available 
annual data for both spill volume and ton-miles. The values for each time period are averages of annual data for 
each six-year period. 

Source: CRS Rail Transportation of Crude Oil, May 2014 
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